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I
3AKYII!

Hag 6uctpoteyHmM [IHicTpoMm 3anagas Bedip. Kpusasuin 6aunck
po3nnBaBcs No Heby. bini bapaHuukn BUrNsganm y 4epBOHOMY CSEBI,
Hauye K1ybu gnMy noxexi. Ha XBunsiX XXOBTaBOI BOAW BUAHINN TaKoX
4epBOHI BiABNMCKKM, a YOpHa CTiHa npanicy, Wo BKpuBaB npaBuin beper
PiKW, OKpyXana TEMHOK paMol KpaesBua. beper cen 6yB BUCOKUN i
cTpiMmknin. CkanucTa CTiHa cnagana Bia Nicy ax y BoAy Ta He AaBana
npoxoAay Hi nauHi, Hi 3Biposi. JliBnun, niBHiYHWM Geper onagaB 3aTe
TepacaMu A0 pikn; TyT nokasysanucsa y 6esmexxi nicis nailnHU, no-
nsiHKW, 60po3aun, a TyT i TaM y BeUipHin BO34yX niginManuca auMu.

HanpoTu cTpiMKOi npaBobepexxHoi CTiHW cTosan0 ceno. Wonpasaa,
He ayxe 6yno noro Bmako. KoxxHa xaTta ctossia npo cebe, OCTOPOHb
BiL ApYrnx, oKpyXeHa byanMHKaMu, cagoM, HEBESIMYKUM NOJSieM — yce
T€ HeHaye BNpas/ieHe Yy CnifibHy onpasy nicy. Line ceno mano BuAa
AKOICb MepBiCHOI oceni y AMKOMY Kpato.

Hapn camolo BoAoOl0, ogfanik BiAg iHWKWX NporanunH, Ctodsa XaTuHa
e HMXKYa i MeHwa 3a iHWuX. [1o NoNoBMHU BNyleHa B 3eM0 Ta Nno-
KpUTa OCTPOKIHYACTOK Kpulliew, BU3upana BOHA 3-MOMIX KOpYiB ni-
LLIMHWN, HEMOB siIKacb won4ynHa abo kowapa ansa oseub. CTiHU, He BULL
Ha4 4oTMpu N'aadi, BUAHINM nuw cnepeay Ta 3 60KiB, 33aQy A0OXOAUB
APaHNUSAMU KPUTUK fax ax Ao caMol 3eMni. Ha kpuwi pocnm 6UBHO
Tpasu Ta 6yp’sH, 60 MiX ApaHMUSAMU YMMano-Taku 6yno rnmHM Ta nic-
Ky. Ha Bepwky 6yB OTBip, Kpi3b Aknn knybamm pobysascs amm. Kpim
CbOr0, HIYOro He CBiAYMIO NpO MOBYT Ntoaen y Cilt xaTi. AHi XUTHULIZ,
aHi KONecCHi, Hi Kowa Ha cTtoBni He 6yno, NMW Ha Kinky 6ing asepewn
BUCIB KiHYaCTUI BapA3bKMIA® LLOMOM.

Y xaTi ropie nocepeguHi Be/IMKMA OrOHb Ta OCBidyBaB bnumato-
YMM MONYM'sIM TEMHE, 3aKon4yeHe HYTpo. [NoobTnkKaHi MOXOM, CTiHU CBi-
TUNAN NYyCTKOK. Ha cBOMOKY BUCIB y baraTtin onpaBi 40BrmMin Ta WMpoO-
KWW, rpaHaTaMy BUCAAXYBaHUN MeY, 3 pPy4YKOl0 Yy BMAi NTaAWMHOI Foso-
BU. B KyTi CTOSIN0 AeKinbkKa ropukis, MilLOK 60poLlHa Ta KiflbKa Koo
Aepesa.

Ha 6epnosi 3 BegMeXxoi WKipu 3 Cig/sioM nig rosioBoto fexas npu

!3akynom 3Banu Ha Q[aBHili YKpaiHi-Pyci HEBMMNATHOrO [OBXHWKA,
SAKM CTaBaB BHACNiAOK HEBUNAATHOCTI pabom Biputens.

I3roem — BukynneHoro paba abo cmpoty. — ABT.

2K UTHUL S — KNYHS, cToaonsa. — ABT.

3Bapsi3abKuWil — BapsiraMu 3Banu B JaBHil Pyci ckaHAiHaBCbKUX ApY-
XXUHHUKIB. — ABT.
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OrHi HEMIYHUI cTapeub. Ha Noro XXoBTOMY NULi, Ha NOracanMx o4ax, Ha
6inoMy, MOB MOJIOKO, BOJIOCCi Moksasna BXe, BUAKO, CBOK BCEMOry4y
pyKYy cMepTb. OCb-0OCb i MoracHe cem MasieHbKUM OrOHbOK, WO OrpiBac
e cTapeuye cepue. BiakpuioTbCsa BY3bKi, 3iB'ani ycTa, a pyka, WO Cy-
AOPOXHO «Konne rpib» no nokpmeany, NpoTarHeTbcs 6e3 cun...

HanpoTun ctaporo po3knaBcs 6ins OrHw BeUMKUM YOPHUI nec Ta
cnigme 6ANCKYUYMMN OUYMMaA 3a KOXHWUM pyXoM cTapus. BiH HecnokinHo
MasdB XBOCTOM Ta CKaBynNiB pa3 y pa3 CTuxa, orngaarymcb Ha HU3EHbKI
aBepi.

AX OCb 3ipBaBcs Ta, Nobpixyunm Beceno, KMHYBCS OO ABepewn.
ManeHbkuil ckpaBoK' 4epBOHOro Heba, Lo MpOCBiYyBaB Kpi3b ABepi,
3aTEMHUBCHA, @ MO XBWi YBINWOB Yy XaTy BUCOKWN, CTPYHKUA MOSIO-
Aelb, Yy WKipssHOMY KadTaHi Ta KMHYB nepej OroHb YBEPTKY OJIEHS.

— 3pn0poB 6yB, 6aTbKy, WO 3 BAMU? — nocnuTas, Uiylo4n XOs0-
AHY, XXOBTY Ta BUXYyANYy pPYKy CcTapus. Ha yctax 6aTbka nokasaBcs, Ha-
ye 6nianin NpobanckK 3MMOBOI0 COHUS, YCMiX.

— 3 6oramn, cuHy, npuxoauw, i 6avy, Wwo Haginmam ocb Tebe
LLACTsM Ha soBax, To i Aobpe, 60 TyT 3a 4ac TBOIX JSIOBIB NpMxoamnmn
BOHM, Ci 6aTbKM 3 BUpaK?, — 3HaAEW? — ciganu 6ina MeHe npu BOrHi i
Kasanu: «Xoau Ao Hac, y uapctso Ceapora®, Wwobu 3acicTu 3 HaMu Ha
3es1eHin neBaji Ta NiCHeK i HAaNMTKOM NOMMHATK Hally 3eMHY CliaBy>».
A Konun 9 npocus, Wobmn no3BoananM Xod 3anaaTtuTu A0Brn, UiHYy Hawoi
cBoboaun, Kazanun 6aTbKu:

«Hi, Mctncnas monoavm Ta Ayx4yun 3a Tebe, BiH CTaHe CNaBo
NJeMeHi Haworo, a T cTtapuin, nuuwe 3aBaga nomy. Xoam, xoaun'!» I To-
Ai ocnabno Moe€ cepue.

McTncnae CyMHO rnsiHyB Ha 6aTbka, Ta MOro BUrnsh He gaBaB
MOMY HiSiKOl Hapaii. 3HaB, WO MOro noTiwaTn roji Ta Wo CTapeHbKOMY
nopa, NuW cepue KpuMBaBWUIOCS, WO TakK, NMOKUHEHWUN BcCima, 6e3 goni
Ta poay, 6e3 cnyr Ta MaHa, BMUPAE OTUYNY | ninnu? 3aniceubkoi Bono-
CTi.

BiH MOBUYKM nornaave ronosy BipHOro Kpyka, a ceM 3HOB 3acKa-
BYNiB >anibHo, BMAKO, pO3yMitoun, WO TyT 6aTbKO MPOLLAETLCA 3 CU-
HOM HaBIiKMW.

McTtuncnae ctaB 3axoamtucsa 6ing Bedepi, NOKNaB KyCeHb MpuHe-

lCkpaBok — knantuk.

2Bupait — TOW CBIT, NPU3HAYEHNI 419 MOMEpPAMX AylW. Y HbOMY XWK
rnoMepni aian, MOB Ha 3eMJli, Ha 3eneHin neBaai, NMwy4n i cnisatouyn. Y smpai na-
HyBasa BiYyHa BeCHa, CBIiTNO, Tenno, Becenictb. — ABT.

3CBapor — 6or coHus, Te came, Wwo Xopc-Aax6or. Yc Ti Tpoe
iMEH 3HauaTb Te caMe, ane, 4K 3[a€TbCHA, € Y PO3YMiHHI HUX AedKka pi3HUUA.
CBapor — ce coHsiuHe cBiTno i Tenno, Jax 6 or — ce poawya cunia coHus,
X opc — ce bnnckyya nosiea 6ora, wo npobirae HebockNiH. — ABT.

“OTumny i aiavy — nan-sonogap 3 Aiga-npaaina. — AsT.
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CEeHOro M’sca Ha BUropHeHe BYrinnga Ta, Aobyswun 3 Topbu npuropLly
NTaWWHNX SI€EUb, 6paBcsa BapuTu iX ansa 6atbka y ropwky. Ta cen cnu-
HUB CUHA.

— OcTaB, cuHy, Beyepto! Yxe MeHi He Tpeba nMoXuBu Ansa Tina.
Konu Maew, To 3Bapu KBaCHUUb i3 MeaoMm, wobm 6yno 4nM 3BOr4YnTH
Npocoxne ropsio. Y MeHe € ansa tebe 3anoBiT, 9KUnN, Moxe 6yTn, Bups-
TY€E Haw pia 3 Heponi. 30a€ETbCA, WO BOHA YXe TyT...

— BoHa?.. Ulo 3a BoHa? — nocnuTtaB Mctucnas, ornsaatoymncs.

— CMepTb — Mopana!®! Msaam, sk Kpyk hKuTb WepcTb Ta ckasy-
NNTb. BiH yyeil...

Mopo3 nepenwwos No LWKipi xsaonus.

— baTtbky! Lo Bn?.. born nobpi, 6orm xuei, Ayxu ceiTna Ta Ten-
na, 60poHITb HAC BiA4 TbMWU Ta CMePTi, MPOXEHITb Mapy Ta 3MOPY Ha ro-
pu-nicu!

Ctapuun ycMixHyBCS.

— He 6inca, cuHy! He no Tebe BOHa npunwna, a MeHi BOHa BMNO-
py, 4 BiTato il pago, a n Tobi 34iMMe BOHa 3 nsieyen Tsarap Ta rnosBepHe
cBoboay, KO/ MeHe He CTaHe...

— TaTy, He KaxiTb Tak! 4 cepaeyHy KpoB CBO i1 Bigaas 6u.

— E Hi, rnagn! BoHa BCMiXaeTbCcHd, BUAKO, NpaBaoOk0 € TBOI C/0OBa.
BoHa 3axae! o x, maew men?

— AX, npasaa! — 3ipBaBcs xnoneub. — A Mato Mea, Ta we aKun!

Mobir B KyT, Ae nexanun ApoBa, Ta BiagBanus ix Habik. 3-nig nono-
THAHOI COPOYKWM BUCTYManu BUMYKNO Tyri monoadi M'a3u, a rpybi koso-
AW, MOB TPICKW, BUAITanuM 3-nig Ay>Xux pyk. Onicng BigYMHUB CNYCKHi
ABEpi, WO BeNn y HeBeNMYKMM NboX Mig xatow. BiH Bni3 Tyam, a 3a
XBUNIMHKY BEPHYBCSA 3 KaM’'daHMM A36aHKOM Ta OTBOpUB 3aTuuky. [lo
KiMHaTUi po3nananca naxolli — apoMaT CcTaporo, e npagigamu cuye-
Horo Mmeay. McTucnas nanamB MOro y aepeB’sHun Kybok Ta nogas 6aTb-
KOBi A0 YCT.

Oui Ta uepTn cTapusa OXuUBUNUCA Nig BNJIUBOM HAMUTKY.

— Ce Big KanuHun? — cnuras.

— Tak! — BiAnNoBiB CUH, YepBOHitouM. — BoHa noTanku Big 6aTb-
Ka nepeanana cen a3baHok Ang sac.
— Mi3Hato! — npowenTtaB ctapun. — Ce Hawe poauHHe Ao6po,

ce Meq, WO cMTUB Haw npagig Ap-Typ. 3 Toro 4yacy OoxoBasocs Lie
ABa a36aHku. OgmMH MaB CTaHYTW Ha CTONi NpU TBOEMY BeCiNNi, Apyrum
Ha MOEMY MOXOPOHi. Ta OCb YONOBIK MOTOPUTbL, @ 60rM NPaBIATb XUT-
TSAM, MOB YOBHOM o PycbkoMy mopi. OgHo 3aige y Lapropoa, a apyre
nponage Ha nonyaHesux b6eperax. OTak i TyT. lNepwe NpnnaeTbcsa Xo-
POHUTU, HiX BiHYaTW... Bonxsu MepyHa’? y Kuesi 6narocnosunun cen

1Mo paHa-Mapa — yocobneHHs cMepTi, HOYi, TeMpsiBU. — ABT.
BonxB — Xpeub. MepyH — 6or rpoMy, 6nuckasku i 6ypi, a Takox
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men, i, BUAKO, nacka 6oriB € Ha HboMy. OCb MU BTpaTW/IN ManNHO, a Ta-
KU NMpn MOiK cMepTi He bpakno i NpU3HAa4YeHOro Meay.

CTapui 3aMOBK, n1Lle Big Yacy A0 4Yacy nonmeas Mej i3 Kybka, a
CUH AOorpu3aB HaniB3BYyrjeHe M’'CO Ta 3aigaB Moro TBepAmMM OLLMIKOM.
OcTaHkKn ogepxaB Kpyk, Ta 4YoMycb-TO Hepaago 6bpascs Ao igm, pas y
pas nornsgarudm y KyT. Mixk TUM cTapuin BoecnaB OXWBUBCSA i, AOMNUB-
WM Mepn, CcKasas:

— Miwnn, Nago®, Kanuni yce nobpo; LBITKY pagocTi — Becinns
Ha BeCb BiK, @ TWU, CUHY, 3annaTn in CTOpMLUEIO 3a ClO NOCIAHIO 0COJO-
Ay CTapeyoro XUTTH.

— BoOHa X Mos HeBicTa! — ckazaB cMH. — I 9 He 3abyay 11 cboro
nAobporo gina Hikonw.

— TBOSA HeBicTa? — 3aMByBaBcHa 6aTbko. — A cTapuun Porgan?

— Porgam He 3Ha€E npo ce, a To, NeBHO, He 3axoTiB 6u BignaTw
AOYKW 3a 3aKyna. Ta a9 Buniavy AoBr, a Toai Bi3bMy il

— 3aKyna, 3aKyna... — nosTopuB Boecnas i 3aayMaBcs MOHYpPO,
Ta BiATaK OXMBMBCA Harno?, i HaBiTb YCMiX OCASB Ha XBW/IO MO0 BOC-
KoBe nnue.

— Cnyxan, cumHy! — ckasaB. — I 3aTam cobi gobpe Moi cnosa.
Poroan He cxoue Tebe, a Moxe 6yTW HaBiTb He MyCcTUTb Tebe y CBIT
nobyeatn nobpa. BiH, neBHO, ocaanTb Tebe Ha sKiM HOBWHI rocroaa-
ptoBaTn, Wob T TaMm 3BiKyBaB BeCb BiK. Ane T 3Haun, wo vy Jlagn 6inb-
Wwa cuna, unm y MNepyHa, a npvHaga KynanbHoi HOui® cuibHia, YnMm
yaap rpeubkux katadpaktis®. ToMy i TM He TpaTb BigBaru, a akuwo Ka-
INHA He TaKa BiTpeHa, K 3BMYaMHO XiHKU, TO nobopete 0b60€ yce, a
ToAdi 6inbwe 6yne nogen y tebe Ha BeciNli, UAM Y MeHe Ha MOXOPOHi.
A Tenep cnyxawn gani, wo ckaxy, 60 roBopt ocb A0 Tebe BOCTAHHE...

TyT cTapui nonme 3HOBY Meay 3 Kybka, a CUH NignoXus ApOB Ha
OroHb. HagBopi 6yno yxe TeMHO, nMuwe gecb Aaneko no xatax nepeb-
pixyBanucs cobaku. lNMonig po3nori kpucnaTti gepeBa xoauna [piMoTa
Ta WYMOM JIUCTS Y HIYHOMY NeroTi Besla po3roBopu 3 AHICTPOBOK XBU-
new. Yce yknanocs Ao NOKPIiNHOro CHy, i nuvwe rosioc CoBU-NyryTbKu,
Lo pa3 y pa3 ob3mneBaBcA 3 Agynnasoro ayba, Haraaysas, LLO OCb Heaa-
NeKo nanHa A0XMBAE CBOI NOCAIAHI TOAUHMN.

— Haragan cobi, MctucnaBe, KONMU-TO KHA3b Haw CeBaTOCnas,

BiMHW. — ABT.

'Napa — 6ornHs nobosi, yocobneHHs NO60BHOro yapy i mpuHaau. —
ABT.

Harno — panTom.

3KynanbHa Hiy — Hiu Ha Kynana, KO COHAYHWUIA KPYr Ta Cuia COH-
us HambinbLwi. Y Clo HiY NycKanu Ha BOAY BiHKW ANS BOPOXiIHHA 6yayumnHu noboB-
HUX Nap Ta o4yuLlyBanu ToeBap i cebe CBATUM OrHeM. Y CHO Hid «3MOBANINCA>» 3i CO-
6oto xnonui n gis4ata. — ABT.

“KaTadpaKkTun — naHUMpHi Bi3aHTIilCbKI i3aLi. — ABT.
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Hanmxopobpiwnm i3 Xopobpux, Tpn pokn ToMy 36upaBcs ynepuwe iTn y
Bonrapito. Tamuw ce?

— O Tak! — BignoBiB Monogeub, KMBak4yM CyMHO ronosoto. — [li-
wnn Toai i BU, 6aTbky, n oba bpaTtu...

— Mu niwnn y XepcoH, BiAKM 4YOBHaMM Manu ixaTu NpPOCTO Ha
Llapropoa. Ta oCb MiX XepCOHecCusMU HaWLLIOBCA XUTPUN-NPEXUTPUN
rpek Ha MMeHHa Kanokip, i BiH-TO NiAMOBMB HalIOro KHA3s itn y bon-
rapito, 60, MoBnsB, 3BiAcing nerwe é6yae it Ha Lapropoa cyuweto. Ta
MaB Kanokip 3acicT Ha LapropoAcbKOMy NpecToni Sk Tucaubkuin' Ha-
lWoro kHA35. Le 3 yaciB kKHA35 Irops TS)XKO 6yno HalwuM rocTsiMm Top-
ryBatm 3 rpekamm, 6o Irops rpekm nobunu i no3miHOBanNM crapi, Ha
6oriB Ta XpecT 3anpucsixeHi, aorosopu. OCb YOMY i KHSI3b Ta MOro Ao-
paaHUKMN-BOSKN nocnyxanu Kanokipa, i 3ibpaBcsa Benukunim noxig. Yci
APY>XUHHUKWN KHA3S, WO Xoaunnm 6ynm Ha xosap Ta 6onrap Hag Bon-
oK, YMMasio BapsriB Ta CMHIB 3eMCbKUX 605p 3 STlYYHUKAMU, KOMiNHN-
KaMun Ta TonipHUKaMu 3‘ixannucsa Hag [Hinpom, a konu 3 lMpun’aTi Ta
[leCHn Npunuwan 4YoBHM, BCi CTanun nNagutucob y noxia. Pasom i3 BinNCb-
KOM MpUiXano TakoX YMMano Kynuis, WO AyManu nig NOKPOBOM KHA34
06bHOBUTHK rpeubky TOpriBawo Ha Pyci. Mix HuMu 6yB i 51, 60 niTa He no-
3BOMIAIN MEHI BX€e CTaBaTu A0 OPYXXHOI po3npasBu. Bi3 4 y YoBHax Mmea,
BiCK Ta AOpori cCMyLWwKKN, Wo TBoI 6paTtn Pagocnas i MnagaH npueesnu 3
noxoAy Ha B'ATUUIB. Yce Te 3aKynumB y MeHe caM Kanokip, Bnako, ba-
»aB cobi 3’egHaT HamMsaMoXxHiworo 6ospmHa YepBOHOPYCLKOI 3eMii.
A MaB yce Te nepee3Tu y [JopocTos, a BiH MaB MeHi 3a Mi KpaM 3a-
NAaTUTU ABICTi FPUBEHb.

— [BIicTi rpuBeHb! — axx KpUKHYB Monogeub. — Ta XX ce MaEToK.

— Tak! 3aBasiku Benecosi? Ta nacui MOro pocno ToAdi MaliHO MOE
Ta AiTU MOl 3 POKY Ha piK, | TOMY y34B A Bi4 Poraas TpuausaTb rpUBEHb
y Mo3uKy, wobu we nepen BMNpaBold KynUTWU AN CUHIB Bi3aHTIUCbKI
natn® Ta WONOMM y xepcoHecbkunx Kynuis. S1 Haaiasca, 6ay, Lo, no-
BepHyBLWMN, 6e3 Tpyay Bigdam OOBr Ta we 4yMMmano rpowa npuseesy Ao-
MiB. loxig yaaBCcs HaM Hanpouyn rapHo, xo4ya 6osirapu i 3Hanu, WO
CesTocnas ige Ha HUX BiMHOW. BiH nocnas, 6au4, iM nocnis, Wobu cka-
3anun Big Hboro: «Iay Ha Bac, wWob B3aTKM ropoau i cena Bawi nNig Mo
KHSAXY pyKy. TOMy He npy4yanTecs, a BUXOAITb 3 NOK/IOHOM Ta XJ1iboM-
cinnto. Konum X 3axo4yeTe CTaBUTU ONip, TO 3HaWTe, WO Y MeHe €
30 000 BinCbKa i XXMBOro AyXy MO BaC He OCTaHeTbCs BiA MeHe». Mu
nobignnu 6onrap pas i apyruin, B3snu Jopocrton i Nepescnaseub’, Ta

1TVIC$ILI,bKI/Il7I — HaMICHUK. — ABT.

2B enec — 6or nacTyxis i ToBapy, a Takox Toprisfi i noesii. — ABT.

3MaTtun — naHump, 6poHs. — ABT.

“*NopocTon — HuHi Cinictpia Ha lyHai. MepesacnaBeub — ykpa-
iHCbKa Ha3Ba 6onrapcbkoro ropoaa lNepescnasun (HAHI ceno MNepesicnasa). — ABT.
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Kpa3 Konun 6axanwu it gani Ha Lapropoa, noknmkano 60spcTBO Ha-
woro kHa3a y Kuie, 60, MmoBnsiB, nedeHirn obnarnm moro. Toai KHA3b,
SK ce Yy Hboro 6yBa€, BXONMB MeY Ta XOBCTano', miloB A0 CTaWHi i 3a
XBUIMHY THaB y>e 4YBasioM 3 rOTOBMMM 3aBCian NpuUbIYHMMN KOMOHHU-
kamn? Ha niBHi4. Pagocnae i MnaaaH 6ynn 3 HUM. He npoliaouncb, Mu
pO3NYyYMINCb, Ta BXe HaBikW. Y BUTBI 3 nedeHiramm nsarna rososamm
Masfio He BCS APYXWHa KHA34, ane BoporiB po3bme KHA3b Bnpax. A Bi-
Aibpas Mix TMM rpouwi Big Kanokipa, a BiH AaB MeHi npoBigHuKa, wob
MaB MeHe NpoBecTU KOpOTLWO Aoporoto 3 [lyHato Ha [HicTtep, wobu A
He noTpebyBaB BepTaTuUCb Ha KuiB. Cen nposigHUK ByB TeX rpek, a
Ha3uBaBcs lapTeHill, i kasas, WO KonMCb 6yBaB Ha ABOPI kecaps® y
Llapropoai npoTtoBecTisipieM, cebTo BeNMKUM odiBanbHUKOM. LLlo ce 3a
YMH — He 3Halo, ajie 3Haw, Wo cen 3pagHuMkK 6ys pabom Kanokipa, 6o
6aumB pas, gK uinyBaB MOro pykKy, a pa3 BUAIB S Ha MOro nuvui 3HaKu
Ha4yebTo BiA yaapy. CBobigHMKA 4ONOBIK He 3HIC 6W yaapy B nuue, a
BignoBiB 6n MeuyeM, xXo4 6u i kKHA3eBi. TOMy 9 TOAi HEe AyMaB Npo ce i
aXk Ni3Hiwe Haragase cobi ci 3Hakn pabcTBa, Konu MapTeHin No Aopo3i
Hamae Ha MeHe 3i cnyramu, Bigibpas yci rpowi Ta o6aep camoro o co-
POYKWN. Jlnwe 3 XUTTSIM YyTiK 9 Ta MiloB Ha npoweHoMy Xibi 3snyan-
HUM WNSaxXoM y KuniB, ae Ai3HaBcH, WO MiX xepTBamu 6010 6ynm 1 obu-
ABa MOl CMHWU. BaXKo nsiakae g TOAi, TaK K paaito Tenep, Konuv noay-
Mal, Wo ckopo nobayvy obox Ha 3eneHin nesaai daxbora...

TyT MOBa CTaporo crasna pa3 y pa3 pBaTUCH, a C/fioBa, 3MilWlaHi 3
FOIOCHUM, BaXXKUM Biganxom, nobysanucsa 3 TpyaoM 3 Moro ycrt. Bua-
KO, TOMWIO WMOro ropopiHHA. CMepTb 4YMMpas CuU/bHille 34aBoBasna
CBOEI NbOASIHOID PYKOK MOro crapede cepue, i BiH criwumsBcs, wobwu
3@ KOXHY UiHY AOKIHYMTU CBIi 3anoBiT.

— B KMEBIi NpocmB 9 KHA38 NpOo NOMiY, Ta KHA3b JILOTUN, WO MaTu
He nyckana mnoro y [llepesicnaBeub, NPUNHSAB MEHe HenackaBo i CKa-
3aB: «Tun noBuHeH 6yB 6opoTucsa. Akbu 6y 3arMHyB, TO BCce b6yno 6
bangyxe, a konn 6 6ys nobiane, To He BTepsiB 6M ManHa. Konun X Tu
3acTapumn, wobun 6opoHUTUCSH, TO NOBUHEH 6yB MaTM PO3yM i He AaTu
cebe o0b6QypunTU AKUMCb rpeubKUM Kyknam abo BUHaAWUTM | AaTU MEHi
Aokasun 3paan Kanokipa. Toai 91 nokapas 6u noro, a Tak He MOXy». 3i
cuM i niwos, 60 KHA3b 6yB nNpaBun. OCb TakK 3 gigMya cTaB 9 3aKynom.
Ian x Tenep ™M y KniB Ta yaanca o camoro CesatocnaBsa. Po3kaxu no-
My BCe, WO CTanocs, a BiH noabae 3a tebe. Ak xe x nobaunw age-He-
6yab Kanokipa, npukniagn MoMy HiXK O ropna, a BigaacTb yce, wWwo
y3aB, 60 9 npucar 6m Ha cBATUM oroHb lepyHa, wo lMapTeHin — ce
moro npasa pyka. OcCb ce MiKn 3anoBiT, CUHY: Biaibpatn Big rpeka

!XoBcTano — Byauna.
ZKOMOHHMUKMN — BEPLIHUKMN.
3Kecap — rpeubkuit uicap-imnepatop. — ABT.



BKpaZeHe MalHO Ta BWUKYMWUTK BONOCTb i cBoboay poaunHu y Poraas.
Togi BiH, NneBHO, Haragae cobi gasH Apyxby 3i MHOK Ta BigdacTb 3a
6araya 4O4YKYy, SIKOI He ornsgaTtv TakoMy ronsikosi, K TW Tenep. He-
xan 6oru 3iwnoTb Ha Tebe yci cBoi lacku Ta Aobpo... — TyT CAMHUBCS
cTapun BoecnaB i BXONMUBCA pyKOK 3a rpyan. o XBuni NpoaoBXyBaB
lwenoToM: — Xaun Jlaga yKpacuTb MOro Hamkpawumm usitamm, a 6auc-
KaBKka llepyHa... Xxall cTaHe TBOIM MeyeM...

Crapun 3amoBK. lligHeceHa pyka onana Ha NokpuBano, BiH 6a-
XKaB LUe LWOoCb KasaTu, Ta BiAKMHYB rosioBy Hasaz, a odi obepHynucs B
CTOBI...



IT
CyYCiau

Hanbnmxui gHi 6ynn gna monogoro MctucnaBa AyXe CYyMHi Ta
Npu TOMY MaM’saTHi Ha BCe XUTTSA. BOHWM Hayynnm Moro, sKuM BENNKUM
nobpom Ha cBiTi € gobpoTa cepus Ta cnpaBeasIMBICTb, BiH Ni3HaB, WO
nbos 6inbWwy Ma€E Bary y CniBXUTTI N04EN, HiIX rpiw, cuna i BNacTb.

O6bMuBwM TiNno 6aTbka BNACHUMM pyKaMu Ta HapsaMBLIM WNOro Yy
HaWKpally oAiX, CTaHyB MoJsiofeub nepes BesibMU BaXXHUM MUTAHHSAM:
YMUM OMJIATUTU BUAATKM HA MNOXOPOH, NAAa4YKM-XanibHuui, KoCcTep Ha
XanbHUKY', @ roNoBHE Ha TPU3HY, 6€3 AKOI HiSIKMIN MOXOPOH He Mir Bi-
néytucsa. Tpeba 6yno no-npagigHOMy 3BMYak YrocTuUTW FigHO Hapos,
wobn 6yno KoMy HacunaTm MOruay Hazn MepueMm, Ta HaWHATU CriBus,
AKMW cnasmB 61 nMoaBuUryM nMomMepsioro nicHAMW. McTucnae nepeniuns
yCi nmpunacu Ta oCTaHKM AaBHbOro AobpobyTty HambaraTworo TMBepcChb-
KOro? 60sipuHa i 3a/10MUB PYKMW.

— Yum xe g Tebe noxosato, 6aTeuky? — 3akaMKaB y po3nyui. —
Hi rpowa, Hi xyanibkun, Hi gpyra. Xiba cam Bucrtasnto Tobi KocTep, 3ara-
LY MOro CNb03aMu, BACHUMM pyKaMm MOKPUIO 3eM/It0, a NiCOBUX 3Bi-
piB CKANYY TPU3HY NMpaBuTu Hag To6010...

Ta He 6yno yacy Ha bigkaHHsA, a McTucnaB He ByB 3 TUX, WO Tpa-
TATb Y CKPYTi rofioBy. 3aMKHYB XaTy, OAIBCA Yy LOHaWKpalle nnaTra i
MilOB A0 CYCiAiB, 3 AKMX AesKi Benu 3 rpeyHukamu’® Topriento cMmyLu-
KaMW Ta BUNpPaBHMMU LWKipaMnU. Y HbOro 6yno ymMano WwkKip 3 3MMOBKUX
NoBiB, i BiH pilUMBCS NPOMIHATK iX 3a NOTPibHI pedi Ta npunacu. lo
MaTepi octanacb byna we HeBenmyka CKPUHbOYKA 3 YiNlbUSMWU, KOBT-
Kamu, 3anmHkamu. Hi 6aTbko, Hi BiH He Bigganun 6 6ynu ii HikoMy, a
b6epernu ii 9K gopory nam’aTky no noMepnin, TMM rnade, wo Crapum

!X anbHuk — knagosuwle, Ae nanvan MepuiB Ha KocTpi, Mnaukn-xa-
NibHUUi onnakyBann cMepTb HebiXkumKka, KOCTi 36upanu y NONiNbHULIO-YPHY 3 NU-
HW i X0Banu y Moruii. ¥ oroHb KMAanu BCINAKiI XXEepTBU, @ Y MOrUy KNanu NOXUBY
Ta BCinske 3Haaib’s, akoro noMepnun Mir notpebysatu y Bupai. [10 NOXOPOHI BiA-
6yBanacs TpuM3Ha, NOXOPOHHUMA NUP, NPU SAKOMY CnNiBanu MiCHi, yCTpolBanu irpu-
Wwa i pisanu KOryTiB Ha XepTBy NoMepsioMy. — ABT.

TuBepui — OAHO 3 PYCbKMX MEMEH, LLO XWUNO Yy MOMYAHEBO-CXifHOMY
KyTi yKpalHcbKoi TepuTopii. NonaHun cuainn y KuiBWKWHI, HaA nNiBAEHb Bi4 HUX —
ynundi, Hag MNpun’atTio — AepeBsSHU, Ha 3axif Bi4 HUX — BOAUHAHU, abo 6yxaHu,
M ayniéun, Ha niBHO4Yi — ciBepaAHW. — ABT.

3F'peyHun kKN — rpeubki Kynui abo i ykpaiHui, SKi i3aunn Toprysatn y
Uapropoa. TaM Manu BOHW UiNMN psaj pi3HUX NpUBINEiB, a TakoX 0cobnmnBi 3aixk-
OXi goMn y nepeaMicti cB. MamaHTa (cBsatoro Mammn). — ABT.
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Boecnas MaB nvle CO OAHY XiHKY'. AX Ha McTucnasoBoMy Becinni
AyManu BOHM po3hatu Ci NamM’aTku cBiTUNkKaMm. Hesenuka 6yna Bap-
TiCTb CpibHMX Ta MigSHUX NpuKpac i 6ypwTUHOBUX Kopanukie, 60 X
LiHHiWI B3sna 3i coboro Matm y Moruny, ane tenep mycuB McTucnas
AobyTn i ixX, Wwobu onnatnTN nNaaykam-xanibHuusMm, WO Manu 3aBoau-
TU Ha MNOXOPOHI, i Yepen’aTi ropwKM Ha nonin 3 Tifla, Ta CTpaBy nNpu
MOruni.

Baxko 3iTxatouu, iwoB McTtucnaB 4yepes fic. BiH 3MipaB nepL
YyCbOro A0 XaTu cTtaporo roH4yaps Iesopa, 3saHoro CMixXyHOM, WO cuAais
Kpan cena, Hepaneko Big XaTWHW BoecnaBa. By3bka flicCHa CTeXuHa
BeNna TyAu MOMiXK CTape3HUMU BUCOKMMU Ta KOpPEHACTUMKN LepeBaMMu.
Cokupa gposopyba Le He A0TOpPKHYyacsa cnx nicosmx seneTis, 60 cTa-
pnin CMiXyH He rno3BOJIAB HIKOMY pybaTu nic AOoBKO/a CBOro nocinng, a
N caM He 3HaTW YoMy NMPMBO3MB MOTPIOHI MOMY ApOBa 34aseKa, Kaxy-
Umn:

— S5 poamBCsa B NiCi i XMB Yy nici, TOMY X04y W ymMupaTu y nici, a
He Ha AKOMYCb JINCOMY KJIANnTUKOBI, rOJIOMY, MOB MO4A MJillMBa MakiB-
Ka. Mowo mMatTb nan bauntn asi nMcnHn. I ogHoi gosoni!

BuKkynaHuin y paHiWwHin poci nic 6aucTiB nperapHo 3e/1eHHI0
yCiX BiATiHKIB Ta TUca4yaMm 6/INCKIB XXeMYyroBux KpanjnH BoAW, a BO-
34YX aXK XBWUIOBABCA Bif 4YyAOBUX MiCEHbOK BCISIAKOI MTaAlHi. 3BiNbHa
niginManocs Ha cxofi coHue Ta po3raHsano 6ini onapu, WO 3BMYaAUHO
CTaBajiu Be4opaMu Haa xBunamu [Hictpa.

AX OCb MMHYB MosioAdeub NOCNiAHI AepeBa W ONMUHMBCHA 3HOBY Ha
NONSAHI, Takin, K Ta, WO Ha HiKM CcTOosI1Ia MOro BAacHa xaTuHa. Ta TyT
He 6yn0 MONOAHSAKA, Hi KOpYiB, WiNa nosigdHKa Mana Bua YOTUPUKYTHU-
Ka, ocepefoK SKOro 3ammanu rpsaakum 3 oropogoBUHOK, @ MO YOTUPbOX
porax crtosanu 6yamHku. Y niBHiIYHOMY po3i, 3BEpPHEHa nepeaoM A0 no-
NyAHSA, cTosiNa HM3bKa xaTta, 6ina, MOB CHIr, 3 po3MasibOBAaHUMU Y Mnec-
Tpi B3ipui BikHaMK Ta yrnamu. Y gpyromy — MNOBiTKa Ha rocnoaapchbKi
3Hapa4nda Ta npunacu NoXuBW, Yy TPETbOMY — rOHYapcbKa Miy Ta CTiC
NnynaHunx ApoB, a Y YeTBepToOMy — AOBra Ta WMpPOKa wona 3 rotToBuMu
ropwkamm, MMckamu, A3baHsaTKkamMm Ta ypHamMu ans HebiX4yunkie — 3BuU-
YaHUMU, NPOCTUMU, | KpaWMMKU, PO3KILIHILLMMKN, PO3MaASIbOBAHUMU Y
Pi3HI Kpackn n y3opu. TyT 6yna Takox pobiTHS, FOHYapPCbKUN KPYXKOK,
BCiNgKi AepeB’sHi Ta KICTSHI Nannuku, noxeudkun, rpebiHimkn Ta depe-
nKkn 3 dapbaMn, KUCTI, WHYpPKM Ta nodibHi npnbopu Ana mMantoBaHHS
FOPWKIiB Ta BUTUCKAHHS B3ipuiB Ha BOrKiN MMKWHI, rNagXXeHHs CTiH Ta
BUANINAOBAHHA BYX ab0 NOKPULLOK.

! BaraTwi noaM MornnM MaTu y AaBHI MOraHCbKi Pyci Ginblue XiHOK, YMM
oAHy. Buako, ogHaue, wo cen 3snyan 6yB Mano po3noBCAXEHUN Ta 0bMexXyBaB-
CA Nuwe A0 AessKUX KHA3IB Ta HambaraTwux kynuis, 60 yctaB (3HUK. — Yrop.)
cenyac nicns BBeAeHHS XpUCTOBOI Bipu Mamnxe 30BCiM. — ABT.
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YCi Ti 4YOTUPKU YN NoNsiHKKM nydmnna agobpe ybuta Ta NOTOBYEHUM
yepen’ssM BMMOLLEHa CTeXKa, i Hi3awo B CBiTi cTapun CMiXyH He CTy-
nnB 6K HOro Ha rpaaky, wobu cobi ckopoTuUTK aopory. ToMy Kasanu
moan, wo CMixyH ige ao Kuesa 4depes Llapropoa, a Konau ige B xaty,
LLLO MO NiBiK CTOPOHIi, TO 3BEpTaE BNpaso.

Konu Monogeub YBINMWOB Y 4acCTOKiN, IKUM OKpyXaB yce 0b6inCTs
IBopa, ctapun CToAIB Npu ABEpsX CBOEI XaTUHW Ta, MIAHSABLUM PYKWU
Bropy, MOJINBCA A0 CBATOro Xopca Ha Hebi, 6naratoum noro Npo nacky
Ansa yciel 3eMni, onga noaen, 3eipiB Ta poc/ivH, 3a 0b6puin KiHeub BCiX
MoYaTKiB Ta 3@ MUPHY KiHYNHY MUPHOIO XUTTSA. 3 NOWAHIBKOM CMUHN-
BCA MOJI0oAeUb Ta 3HAB 3 FOJI0BU NNETeHY 3 NIMKa Kpyrny, CYKHOM MOK-
pUTY Wanky, a Haragaswmn cobi 4opororo NOKiMHMKa, rNaais 3i 3BOpy-
LUEHHSM Ha AO0Bry cusy 6opoay, Bnane nuue Ta rmMmbokKo ocaaXXeHi oui
nig ryCtTuMu Hasmcnnmm 6posamu.

Konn crapeub NOKiHYMB MONUTBY, B35B i3 Npu3bbu nig xaTorw
FMWHAHY MUCKY 3i 3€pHOM Ta CBMCHYB Tpudi. Ha cei 3HakK U0l XMa-
PO 3/1ETININ 3 KPULWI XaTUHU i 3 N06NN3bKMX AepeB pi3HOb6apBHi rony-
6un Ta KMHYNINCA Ha iay, SKy cunana iM weapa pyka Isopa. Jeski ciga-
N CTapoMy Ha nJiedi Ta paMeHa, OoTUpasauca O HbOro, Haye KoOT4Ta,
ApYri, CMiNMBILWIi, CaaoBUANCA Ha ronoBy, ane cux 3raHsas abo 3ginMas
CTapeub PyKOK i NMPpUroBopoBaB:

— OT0 AypHi 3 Bac Hebysani! LLkoaa, Wo y Takoro wtyaepHoOro
YoJI0BiKa cnyXuTe... Tax Ha Cin ronsui i BONOCOK BUPOCTMN He Xoue, He
TO nweHunus; xiba wo Tm il noMmantoBaTK Xxo4vew, Ta, 6au, 6paTuky, i ce
Ha HiWo He 34anocs.

Ta noTiMm yBuaiB Mctucnaea, i ctapeye nuue po3’aCHUNA iHWOro
poay BecenicTb. BiH CKOpoOK X04010 MiginwoB A0 HbOro, a KoM MOSo-
Aeub CXUNNBCSA A0 MOro pykKu, rnouinyBas MOro B rosioBy.

— Xe, xe, 3 60rom, cuHy, npuxoauu, 3i ceatnuMm [axb6orom — co-
HueM... Xe! Xe! BigBigatn ctaporo, wo? o, ro! 4 3Hat TyT ycix, 60 yci
npuxoaute A0 MeHe — MycuTe npunTtn. Xe!l Xe! Yum ictn 3saputn, um B
AOpOry i1XaTu, 4n Men CUTUTKU, YN Mepud CXoBaTU, yce A0 ctaporo. Xe!
Xe! Npasaga?

— -60, 6aTbKy, A0 Bac...

— MoBuUM, 4N 9 nNuTaro Tebe, 3a UMM MPUNLLOB, S BCE 3HAO, KON
XTO i 3@ YAM 4O MeHe nNpuxoauTb, Xe, xe! Bo KOXHUN MYyCUTb NPUNTK,
aBxex!

— To BXe, 6aTeuKky, K flacka, 3naabTe MeHi NoniNbHULUI0 Ta CKa-
XiTb, WO BaM 3a Hei NMWNTK, 3aKu gani nigy nogen rnaaitm ans ceBoro
CTapeHbKOro...

TyT 3a3By4anu y ronoci monoaus cnbosun. Ctapmin rinsiHyB YBa>HO
Yy NOro rapHe cMmarnsiBe nuue Ta 3anjaakaHi oui.

— bauy, cunHy, T06i nnakatu roai! 3a MeHe Mil CMH He yMpe, aHi
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Th 3a BoecnaBa; ce cyabba Hac, ctapmx, HaM 4ac, Hac 6oram noTpeba,
a aiten Hawux — aogaaMm. Y noninbHUUI Kawi He 3Bapull, a Yy YOBHI
xni6ba He 3amicuw, xe, xe! Wo nmwntn 3a ropHaTa? o, ro, CUHy, a Ci
FOpHATA, WO Ang TBoro 6aTbka Hanagme CTapun IBop, He 3ansaTuul
MeHi HiuuM, 60 i caM kHA3b Man' He MaB 61 Kpalmx, SK6KU oro 6ynu
NOXOPOHWUNWN AOMa CUHU, a He Baparun mygpoi Onbrn, xe, xe! Ce rop-
HATKa Heabuski, ane, 6a4, 3a HUX 3annaTnB yxe 6aTbKo AaBHiWe... —
TYT rosoc ctapus 3M'sK Ta 3aapuxas, — CBOIM JIIOASHUM cepueM, O0-
6poToto, NpaBAolD, CBOIM NMpaBeAHWNM XUTTSM, AKOro 3a yci ckapbu He
Kynuuw y Hikoro. Sk 6auuw, BiH yTpaTmB BCi ckapbu, Ta cboro gobpa
He BTPATMB i OCb HMM XOY 3a MONiIbHULIO Ta FOpPHATKA 3anaaTtue. 1aum,
CUHY, aani. Moi BHYKKn 3aBe3yTb Tobi yce noTpibHe Ha XanbHUK MnigBe-
vip.

— Yum xe 9, 6aTbKy, Bigasa4ycs BaM 3a TakKUM BeMKUN aap i Bia-
KW MeHi TiIbKM Nackn y Bac! — AgKyBaB MonozeLlb, LUinyro4n pyKy cTa-
poro.

Ta cTapuin He 3BaXXWB Ha MOro cCnosa, nvwe Tep 4ono NiBULEl,
NnpoMoBAstoYM Npo cebe.

— Boecnas... Boecnas... ren, ren! Hesgossi, ToBapuwy, nobaumn-
Mocs... A ToAi 3an’eMo y BMpai 3 yciMa npeakaMm Ha CnaBy i 3aCrniBaeM,
xe, xe, Ak 1o 3 Iropem xoaunu y Llapropoa Ao ceatoro Mamu KynyBa-
TW naBonoku® Ta 36poto, rei, reii! MuHynocs...

3BOpPYLUEHHA 4Yepe3 XBUIMHY OMaHyBasio CTapud, Ta BiH LWBWUAKO
OTSAMUMBCS | MOrnagamB KyyepsiBy rosioBy Mosoaus.

— He gsKkyin, CMHY, — roBopuB, — MeHe BMHaropoasTb 60ru cBiT-
ni, nobpi 3eneHnM paeM Bxe He3aaosro, xe, xe! Ocb wWobn He cTuaaBs-
CA JapyHKY, TO 3HauW, WO MW KONUCb TopryBanu i 6oponucs He pas
YKyni 3 TBOIM 6aTbKOM Yy CXigHMUX cTenax Ta Ha loayHasi, i BiH He pa3s
CTaB MeHi y npuroai. Xan 6orn nposeayTb Moro y pan, a tebe y Kpaw
Aobpa Ta wactd. A Hanaab MeHi BeIMKUN ropHeub Meany, xe, xe! Jlmwe
He Takoro rycroro, sk Mo€ soJsioccs!

I ctapun ykasaB Ha CBi NINCMI, MOB KOJIiHO, Yepen, a Mosiodelb
MUMO CMYTKY MYCUB YCMiXHYTUCSA KPi3b CNb03U. BiH We pa3 NOK/JIOHUB-
CH CTapueBsi 40 KOMiH i niwoB Aani Ha 6eper piku, Kyam Bena CTexka y
ceno.

Mo Aopo3i CTpiTUB ABOX BHYy4YaT CTApPOro, WO HEC/N Yy YNCTEHbKO-
My FOpLUMKOBI AigyceBi MOMIOKO Ta xNi6 Ha cHigaHok. CMiXyH He nio-
6uB, 6a4, Ha CTaApOCTi NiT raMopy Ta HEYMUCTI, WO MOAYYEHI 3 BEIUKUM
rocnogapcTBoM, i TOMY BiA4iNMB CUHIB BXe OaBHO, AABLUM KOXHOMY

1M an — gepeBnsiHCbKWIA KHSA3b, IKMIA Nicns cMepTi Iropst y6iraBcs o pyky
KHArMHI ONbrv i Ha IKOMY BOHa JIIOTO NOMCTUIacsa. — ABT.

MaBoONoOKa — KOWTOBHA TKaHWHa, ska 3aBo3wunacs 3 BizaHTii, 36ipHe
NOHATTS ANS XapaKTepucTukn napdi, 6arpu, nopdipu.
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yMMmane MamnHo.

BoHu cTanu MaroumMmm noabMun, a CTapuin naekas CBOK ropoao-
BUHY Ta 6axkonu i ninueB ropwku, 3éupatoumn 3a ce Bcinsgke nobpo, ake
cenyac no piBHIN nanui 4iNnB MiX AiTbMU. BOHWM HOCUIM WOMY 14y, pY-
6anun i BO3MNn gposa, Konanau rinHy, Ta HiXTO HaBiTb He nNnpobyBas Ha-
KJIOHUTU CTapus NepenTn XNTKn y ix xaTy.

Ti Xxatn ctoann gewo aani, i Mctucnae, nepexoasayun, 3BiCTMB Me-
LIKaHUSM Npo CMepTb CBOro 6atbka. Te caMe BUYUMHUB BiH Y iHWKX Xa-
Tax, i BCloAM BiTasIM NOro C/I0BaMu XaJsto Ta NoTixu. BKiHUI Ha ApyromMy
Kpai cena oMMHyB aBopuue 6osspuHa Porgas, wo 6yno Konmcb nocin-
nsm Boecnasa, Ta cKpyTMB Y 4in Ao [HicTpa, Ae Xus 6araTuii KMeTb'
flpocnas. Jlioan 3Banu mnoro, 3sn4vanHo, bobpomMm, 60 BiH TopryBaB LWKi-
paMun Ta X0AMB CaM He pa3s ropi pikow y AHicTposi 6arHa, ae 6yno 4ym-
Mano 606pis. Monoann rocrnogap-noBeUb 3HAMEHUTO YMIB X TOBUTH, a
CMYLLUKM NpojaBaB KynusaMm-rpeyHmkaMm. KpiMm cboro, ckynoByBaB 4acTo
NOMIX CycCidaMn LWKipKK 3 6if10K Ta KyH i rpy6i oneHsaui wkypu, 60 i 3a
ceun ToBap rnsatuam Ha lNMoayHasi YMMano rpuBeHb FPeKu.

XaTta fpocnasa cTosna Ha niBoCTpiBUi, Wo BMbirae ganeko 3a ni-
BAEHb. 3 TPbOX CTOpPiH obnmBana Moro pika, a 3 YeTBepTol yKpinue bo-
6ep cBoe 06i1CTA BasioM, pOBOM Ta YaCTOKOJIOM. SK Maruymi YOSOBIK |
Kyneub, 608BCS BiH HanaaiB BapsA3bKUX APYXWHHUKIB, SIKi xoaAunun 3
KHS3eM Ha MonoAAs® Ta YacTo i Ha BAAacHy pyKy O6unmM neperpsactu
KoMopy 6aratoro kmeTs. BaeHb 6pama cTtosna oTBOPOM, NMcu NpuB’a3y-
BAHO Ha MOTY3M, i nMwe BapTiBHUK cuiiB nig BopoTamu, 36MTUMKU 3
rpy6esHmnx ayb6oBux Konoa.

focnogap npuBiTaB McTucnaBa y CBiTIULUI, 9Ka CKuganacda paglwe
Ha cKnaj UMHKOBOI, MiAsIHOI, @ HaBiTb CpibHOI Nocyan, UMM Ha MellKa-
HHA. B OQHOMY KYyTi CTOSNU, KPiM CbOro, CKpUHi 3 NaBoOJiIoOKaMn Ta MNo-
NOTHOM, Yy ApYyroMy — JioBeubke 3Haaib’s. Apocnas 6yB we monogun,
MOXe, TPUAUSATUMAITHIA YONMOBIK 3 XyAOLWaBUM JIMLEM i YOPHMM BOJIOC-
CAM Ta Bycamun. bopoay rosnve rnagko, a Tak camo nigrososas vynpu-
HYy. 3 BepLUKa rosioBu 3B1caB XMyT 6YWMHOro BOJIOCCSA Ha npase yXxo.

BiH sikpa3 3wmBaB 6iNKM Ta KYHU Yy «COpPOKU», cebTo B'A3KM NO
cCopok WTyK. Konn Mctucnas po3kasaB MOMY NMpo cMepTb 6aTbka, Bia-
NoXuB Habik poboTy i BCTaB, BUAKO, 3BOPYLUEHMNI BiCTKOIO.

— [omMep! XT0 6 TO NoayMmas, WO TakuMh Baray, Ta TakK CKiHYUTb,
— 6iaHuMM TK, xnonye, HebaraTo, BiAawn, cnaglWwuHU INWIKWNOCS ANS Te-
6e.

— Ta HebaraTo, A4s4bKy, OCb TOMY i NpMMALWOB s A0 Bac, wWobwu no-
MOrnn MeHi y 6igi. Ocb TYT € We oCTaHKkM ybopiB NOKiINHOI MaTepi, a Y

lKMeTi i cMepaun — censiHn, 3eMnepobu pi3HOI Mipy 3aMOXHOCTI.
Montoansa — 36UpaHHs AaHi KHS3eM No BoocTsx. Mpu Takomy 36upa-
HHi YOUnn gepeBnsiHM BeNMKOro KHa3s Iropsa. — ABT.
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XaTi Ha ABI-TPpU rpMBHI KYH Ta 6iNoK, 3 AeCATb TeNSUYMX LUKYPp Ta oAHa
BeaMexa. lNpoMiHanTe MeHi ce 3a xnib, Mea Ta M’5ICO Ha NOMUHKK, 60
caMi 3HaAE€Te, WO Yy MeHe y XaTi HiYoro HeMa, a 6aTbka noxoBaTwn Tpe-
6a. A TopryBatucb He 6yay, bepiTb yce, WO €, AanTe yCbOro, 4oro
Tpeba, xiba, wobu Moro nobpa He BUCTaNno. Ane gymatlo...

Ta TyT Mmonoaus nepepsaB bobep.

— Untb, xnonye! — KpUKHYB, BUAKO, 06ypeHUn. — AKUN NnUxXmmn
6ic nigaas T06i, WO s Ha TBOIM 6iai bapuwis wWykaTUMy? S Kyneub —
npaBaa, ane 9 Hi rpek, Hi Bapsar, nuwe pycuH-TMBepeub, SIK i TM abo
TBi 3 60roM ycHyBWw KN 6aTbko. A He Porgan...

— [MpocTiTb, AsAbKy! — onpaBayBaBcs Mmonoaeub. — S He 6axas
Bac o6mManTn, nuwe nNpocmse Bac Npo nomiy, Npo surogy. Bam Moi LKi-
py npuaaayTbcsa, 60 rapHi, uini W rycri, Moxe, Kpalli, HiX ci, — Oo-
AaB, BKa3yw4M Ha po3KkmaaHi cMywku. — lpeuiHb TOpr — piy 4yecHa
Ta 6oraM He NMpPoOTMBHA, a WO S He BMIil0 We TopryeBaTtu, TOMY NMLLALO
LiHyBaHHA BaM. [e X TyT obupa? Y MeHe npeuiHb HEMa-Taku cripaBai
Hivoro.

SpocnaB yCcnokoiBCsA, KOS NOYYB ce.

— SK-T0? — nocnuTtas, 3MopwmBLUM 6poBU. — He Ma€eTe Hi Xyno-
6u, Hi nacikun, Hi Mmeay?

— HiyvoriciHbkO!

— A wo6 MopaHa nobuna NpoKNATOro CKynuHa! — rykHys Spo-
cnas. — To Porgan He nMwnB BaM Hivoro?

— Hivoro! Ane 6aTbKO i S CTAEMO 3aKyrnaMu ax Bid OCEHi, SKLO
He BigA4aMO 40 CbOro yacy TpuaudaTb rpUBeHb. 3a CHO NPOBOJIOKY OA4HO-
r0O poOKy Ta 3a BiACOTKWM Big no3wmku 3abpaB Porgan Hawe nocinnsg 3
yCiM, WO Yy HbOMYy 6yn0. BiH 6yB npaBui; HaBiTb KHSA3b He Mir 61 Ham
6yB noMmorTu, xiba 3annaTtutn AOBr i BiACOTKN. TOMY MW OCinn B Onyc-
TiNiM XaTWHi, @ 3 YCbOro MamHa B35/1M MLwe OoCb ce.

TyT McTucnaB nokasaB Ha CKPUHbOUKY.

— A 4yoMy X 6aTbKO He nepekasaB A0 MeHe? — rapayusecsa Spo-
cnae. — 5 6y 61 NOpPy4YnBCSH 3a HbOrO.

McTucnaB yCMiXHYBCS:

— Bunbaute, asabky! XTO BCe XWUTTS rapasaysaB, TOM paauwe 3
rosiogy nornbHe, 4UMM nige NpPoCcUTH.

— Hy, Tak, ane 1 Mir...

— S MOeMy b6aTbKOBI y Bidi He rnsaHyB 6u, konn 6 cam, 6e3 Nomo-
4yi, MOro nporogyBaTn He BMiB. Tenep ocCb iHWe Aino... NoxopoH — Jto-
nen Tpeba...

Hactana MoB4YaHKa. fApocnaB XOAMB HaxXMypeHun no CeiTnuui,
BKiHLUi CTaHyB nepeg McCTUC/aBOM.

— MeHi ayxe npukKpo W ripko, Wwo TBin 6aTbko 3abyB Npo MeHe.
3Ha€EW, MOXe, AeCATb NiT TOMY yMep MiK 6aTbkKO, @ XaTta Nno NOXOPOHI
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3ropina. 4 6axas 6ys10 NOKMHYTU CeNo Ta UTU Y CBIT, ane ctapun Boe-
CcnaB MNOMiIr MeHi rpowemM i pagoto, i To He 3a BiACOTKM, a 3a Aobpe cno-
Bo. OT 9K KHSA3b Nocuna€e 609puHOBI: Bigaacn — rapasjg, a He Bigaacu
— 6oru 3 Toboto! NpowoBun AOBT A BigAas, ane AOBry BASAKM — Hi. To-
My iau, xnonye, y xaTty, s Tobi npunacy nownt, cKinbku Tpeba, a 3a
LWKipY NOpPaXyEMO MO MOXOPOHI.

FNMnMbokKo TPOHYTUM NoBa)kaHHsM Ta NoboB’l0, Ky BCi BigdyBanu
A0 Moro nokinHoro 6aTtbka, NnwosB Mctncnae AOMiB.
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III
IIOXOPOH

NMepen XaTUHOK 3acTaB YMMane 36iroBulle, KiflbKa MOPOXHiIX Te-
Nir cToAno Ha Aopixui, WO Bena y ceno, a AoBKoAa XaTu nopasauncs 4o-
NOBIiKU, XIiHKM Ta AiB4yaTta. baTbko, HapsAXXeHWNn, 3 MeyeM B pyui, B
LLIOSIOMi Ha rosoBi Ta 3i WKMTOM Ha rpyaax, fiexaB Ha CaHaX, MOKPUTUX
KOBpOM, NpubpaHux uBiTaMM Ta 4YaTUHHAM. [loBkona 6yno po3crasne-
HO CTO/IN, @ Ha HUX M'CO, MOJIOKO, CUP, KONMBO, XNi6, Kanaui Ta 6y-
XaHui, A36aHkM nuea i Meay. McTtucnae ax OCTOBMIB.

3 nnadem npocTar pyku Ao noaen.

— BaTbkn Moi pigHi, 6bpaTtta ntobi, Wo BM 3aTiBaeTe, daKi 6oru
npuBenn Bac COAM FNA4ITM Ha Haly HyXAy Ta rope? YmMm e g Bac
NnpunuMy, naHoee rpomano? bateuky Min ybormn! Hema y Tebe Xut-
HUUb, Hi CyCiKiB, Hi NMBHMUb — Xiba ycMix nackasun bora [axbora
BO34aCTb BaM YyCiM CTopuLUelo, a 4...

I nepwmn pas no cmepti 6aTbka 3annakas McTucnas ripko. Ta
OCb KUHYJIUCA A0 HbOIO CTapli YO/I0BiKW po3BaXkaTu. HayanibHUK rpo-
Maau, KMeTb BoBuyp, B3aB McTucnaBa 3a niede Ta obi3BaBcs:

— Konun 6atbKo yMpe, BCi A4iTU iayTb MOro xoeaTu, wobu Hag mno-
FO MOrMA0K noxxenatn cobi 4OBroro XXMTTs Ta NpPocuTu Hebixkuuka ne-
pekasaTtu ixX baxxaHHa 6orosi CBaporoBi. MNokinHNMK 6yB 6aTbKOM YCiM,
KOXHWW 3a3HaB KOJIUCb Moro nobpoaincrea Ha cobi Ta AiTax ceoix. To-
MY i KOXHWIN ige HWHIi npowaTtn noro. bo ce 6ys aobpun 6ospuH, a
ApYyrun Takmn He 6yae.

— Ox, He byge! — no4ynocs Mix HapoaoM.

— Cen HOBUW nuLwe 3aKkyniB N1oanTb! — roBoOpuaun OfHi.

— 3 KOXHOro /inxa Kopuctae! — xanysanuca apyri.

— boru 6 noro nobunu!

Konn Mctucnae BuniakaBcs, 3acCinn yci JOBKOMa CcTapus, a XiH-
KM->XanibHuui noyanun ronociHHA. He 6yno cBOSIKiB, Hi AOY0K, XIHOK,
Hi pabnHb, TOMY YyXi XiHKM NJakanu 3a Mepuem, BnaiTarum B rosaoci-
HHS noxBany BoecnaBy, sk gobpsadyoro 6atbka, BipHOro 4osioBika, na-
rigHOro Ta NASIHOro A0 AiTen i cnyr. Biatak 3aBenu yci xanibry nic-
HIO XOpPOM, a MYyXi CTasuM pi3aTh NCiB i KOryTiB Ta KuUAaTuU Ha caHwu!
Unmpas binbwe nogen npubysBano A0 ManeHbKol xatu McTtucnasa Ta
cipann go cronie, Wo6 BiATaK y3aTWM yyacTb Y MOXOPOHi. BKiHUi Ha-
A'ixanun asa BO3M 3 if0K0 Ta HanNUTKOM Big Bobpa, i 3i cniBoM Ta ronoci-
HHAM PpYLUMB MoOXi4 NiCOBOK CTEXWMHOIO Ha XalibHUK.

Beuip BXe 6yB, KONM CaHWM BUNXAHO Ha KocTep. Toai npueiB
McTtucnas nocnigHe cBo€ Ao6po, rapHOro MoNOAOro KoHs, Ta yous no-
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ro y Horax 6artbka. TyT pa3oM 3 ApPYruMu 3BipATamMun MaB 3ropitu i
KiHb, 60 Hebixuynk Mir noro notpebyBaTn y CBOIKN MaHApiBUI 4O BUpato.
XoTiB 6yno Monoaeub NOCBATUTU AyxOBi 6aTbKa i NOCNIAHBLOrO CBOro
ToBapuwa Kpyka, Ta He Mir noro HauTu. lNec MOB y BOAY KaHYB.

BigsepHyBLWN nunue, nignaaMe CUH KOCTEp Ha YOTUPLOX porax, a
3@ HMUM CTanun KMgaTtu i Apyri rocnogapi po3naseHi roNoBHI MiXX ApOBa.
LLIBMAKO 3ananmMBCs OrOHb 3 CYXOI JIYYMHMU, HA4ye roprYMin CTir CiHa.
>KiHKM 3arosiocnMnm 3HOBY, a YOJIOBIKM METaNM Yy OroHb CTPiNun, nepcre-
Hi, HApaMeHHWUKWN, KOBTKU, 3anMHKKU, HOXIi, CMUCK TOLLO, AK AAPYHKWU
noMepnomy. BKiHUI npuropinunm Koctep CTaB ocigaTu Ta nonenitm no
6eperax. Y4yacHMKM MOXOPOHY 36mupanncs AOBKPYrM po3KNageHux or-
HiB, A€ pPO3CTaB/IEHO MiX TUM TPU3HY — MOXOPOHHUIN NUp ANs rpoMa-
an. MNnp cen posnovyas McTtucnas, NigHiIMa4M B CTOPOHY KOCTpa Ky-
6ok Meny. Toai BCi 3aTuxnm, a Monoaelb 3BOPYLEHUM OJIOCOM CKa-
3aB:

— OTtce nigHowy ayuwi 6aTbka BoecnaBa, Hexan BiYHO b6eHKeTye
Ta pagdi€ y Bupai, Ae BiYHa BeCHa Ta 3esleHb, e xaTa Ceapora Tta ayxu
BCiX AiAiB i 6aTbKiB Hawnx! — i BUWIMB 4YapKy B OroHb. BigTak Hanus
APYry YapkKy i 3HOBY MigHIC 1I B CTOPOHY KOCTpa.

— OTce n'to go aywi 6atbka Moro Boecnasa. Jan nomy, 6oxe
Naxxboxe, BiYHe 61arocnoBeHCTBO Ta UaptoBaHHSA y Hebi, a HaMm 340-
poB’A Ta WaAacTa Ha MHoOri, MHori nita!l

— [an 6oxe! Nan 6oxe! — 3aryna rpomaga, i BCi Bununu mepq 3
Yyapok.

BTpeTe, nicna 3Bmnyato, noaskyesas McTtucnas rpomagi, WO 3BONU-
na noyYTUTU MOro pia, Ta AoAas LWe A0 OCBAYEHUX 3BMYAEM CNiB Bif ce-
6e Bmpas rNnMbokoi BAsSKKM Ans rocten. Bci 6ynm 3BopyLUeHi Moro cno-
BaMu i BCi xaninm noro wmpo, 60 3Hanu, wo 6aTbKO HE NULWINUB NOMY
HISKOro MamHa, TiNIbKM AOBIMN i TO Y TAKOro HEMUIOCEPAHOrO Y0OJI0BIKa,
aK 6osapuH Poragan.

Ta 0Cb, KON BXe HaCUTUIUCA [OCTi, 03BaJIMCA Harsao 3BYKWU
CTPYH. ¥YCi 3aMOBKJ/IM i 3BEPHYNCA Tyau. Y rpoMaay iwosB ctapumn aia-
NipHUK. YCi po3CTYynNuMncs, a BiH NiginwoB A0 nonenit4yoro KocTpa, cis
Ha MNeHbOK Ta CTaB CTPOITU Jipy. MOMy noganun Kyxosib Mmeay, BiH BU-
NMB MOro, a BiATaK CTaB CrniBaTW, a pajlle peyntaTyBaTWU MOBICTb MPO
noaBuUrn NoOMepnoro, Wo 3 KHa3eM IropeM xoamB Ha NeYeHiriB i rpekis.
3pa3y cniBaB BiH nuwe B'A/IMM roslocoM, Ta BiATaK Kpinwanu 3ByKu Mi-
CHi ynmpa3s b6inblwe, 34aBanocs, WO cniBak i cam MoNogi€e, 3raaytoyu
MOJioAi NiTa. AX CKiHYMB, MOKNaB Mipy Ha 3eMNo, BCTaB i NPOCTAr py-
KW Haj noresioM KOoCTpa.

— OTak, Boecnase, npollae aaBHiN BiK, BiK TBOEI i MOEI MOI0A0C-
Ti, CBOIX CMHIB rapHUM CNOMWHOM MUHY/OMO Ta AA€E HALUMM AITAM Hay-
Ky, SIK M XWUTW B CBIiTi, 9K nobysaTtn cnasum Ta b6aratcrea cobi Ha Ko-
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puUcTb, 6oram Ta KHA3eBi Ha cnaBy!

Mctucnas 6axas obgapyBaTtu nipHUKa, ane n cem BiAMOBUBCH, SIK
i Apyri.

— CMixyH, Boecnae i 1 — ce 6yna KONuUCb Tpinusi, — CKasaB. —
BaraTo 3a3Hanu Ta nepeTtepninv mmu nocnony'. Boecnas 6yB M Hamu
HanAY>X4YMKM i HAMMETKIWNIN, TOMY i CTaB Npu KHA3eBi 60sipnMHOM, a MU
BEPHY/NIUCA Ha 3emsto. CMiXyH NinnUTb FOpLIKKW, S CRiBak Ta BOPOXY,
yCi AiTM Hawi BXe Ha CBOIX CMIiTTAX, nuwe BoecnaBoBi He A0Beniocs
CbOro AikaaTtu, UM He cMix? He xanb? 'en, ren!.. 3aTte 6ayy, WO CUH Yy
HbOro BAABCS Ha cnasy, i S 6ady Ha 4oni NMOro cCeBiTNe N'STHO CUan,
cnaeu i 6aratcTea. Hexan e Benec nocobnsie 1o6i, CUHY, Y BCbOMY,
O HaMipdewca gocartu!

TyT cTapui nouinyeaB noxuseHy rososy Mcrtucnaea i Biginwos.
XKiHKW 3arosiocmnu BTPETE, a Y0ONOBIKM | Xaonui cTanu 3acmnaty Nonisn
3eM/1el0 Ta raCcuTn OroHb NMBOM i BOAOK 3 CBATOrO Axepena, wo éuno
3-nig ayba-BeneTHsa Ha XanbHUKY.

Byno Bxe pobpe no niBHodvi, kKonm McTtmucnas 3ibpaB KicTkn 6aTb-
Ka y nperapHy Nonume’sHy Ta y3ipyaTy noninbHUUO, obctaBus ii A0-
BKOJ1a 3/TAAXEHNMUN YXe KaM'ssHUMW NnuTaMu, a BigTakK ycCi CcTanm cu-
naTtv Moruny.

Konun Mmicaub 3iMwoB Ta po3cmnaB CBOI CPibAUCTI Nydi Nno XBunsax
[HicTpa, ocTtascsa McTtucnae cam-ogunH Ha Moruni 6aTtbka. Jlroan posin-
LWINCA, @ WU BiH MONpoLwaBCsad BOCTAHHE 3 CMM 3€MHMM Hacunom, Lo
KPUB Uifly MOro MUHYBLUWHY, i, BTOMJIEHUN UiNoAeHHUM 6iraHHAM Ta
npaueto, nowkaHanbas AoMiB.

[omiB? Yn X y Hboro 6yna xata? Cg y 3eMt0 BKOMaHa Hopa 3 ro-
JINMU CTiHaMn?

Ocb pgoTenep BepTaBCsa BiH Yy CHO HOpPY 3 ragkor, WO TaM XAe Ha
HbOro 6aTbKo, iKMW MpueiTae Moro 4o6puM cnosBoMm, NobNarocnoBUTb
3a npauro, a NonoiBWKY BKYNi 3 HUM NpPK OrHi, BUCNYXa€E NOro onosiga-
HHS NPO LiNOAEHHI Tpyau Ta fioBeubKi npuroan abo caMm ctaHe po3ka-
3yBaTW Npo AaBHi Yacu baratcTea i cnasn. Yacom obuaBa cHyBanu fo-
Bri-4OBri HUTKW Mpin Ta 6axkaHb, IK-TO BOHW 3HOBY PO3XWBYTbCH, KO-
nn 6aTbKO NoAy»a€, a CUH po3aobyae noTpibHOro rpowa 3 BOMOBHU-
UMM KHA3eM CBATOCNaBOM... Ta e Tenep Ci yacu? 3 nyCcTux KyTiB MoBie
Ha HbOrO X004 KiCTNABOI CMepTi, NyCTKa, HyXAa, CaMOoTa MNOKPUIOTb
MPSKOK MOro O4i Ta 40010, Ha/UIOTb Yy Aywy nedani. Hi po3MoBu, Hi
po3paan He HahAe BiH Yy Hikoro, Xiba... y Hei, y KanuHu... Ta 6a, BoHa
AanbLOK MOMY BMaaBanacs, HixX Konn-Hebyab. 3 UMM NPUCTYNUTbL BiH
Tenep A0 Hel, KON Y HbOro Aunwe CTiNIbKM MaHa, Wo Ha HboMy? Kyau
nosepe ii? Y BOrky Hopy Ha 6epesi? Yum Haroagye ii? MNMpoweHum xni-
6om?

!Mocnony — pasom.
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CYMHUN-CYMHUA Ta MNOXMYpPUIN, Hade TEMHA Hi4, AOXOAMB MONO-
Aeub A0 CBOEI XaTu.

A MiXX TUM Ha cxoai ctaB 60r Xopc 3 AHICTpOBUX XBWU/b NiginMaTH
pymM’'sHe, Monogede nuue. YepBOHi 6nmnckn 3pyM'sHunu 6iny Mpsky
Haj BOAOK, MO30NOTUAN POCY Ha 3eneHnX nucTtkax aybis, bykis, ABO-
piB, BiNibX, 6epi3, gepeHiB. Ha nongHkax ctanu Kynbbabu BigYNHATH
CBOI >XXOBTi LBITOYKW, Ha BOMKUX MiCUSAX XOBTISIM KO3enbli Ta SACHINU
He3abyabKkn, Ha Ccyxmx — 6abku, NpoOTaYHUKU, NPUAOPOXHUKK Ta Ai-
BMHU. MNMaxowi HAaNOBHSANN CBIXXKMN BO34YX BECHAHOIO paHKYy.

AX oCb nepli 30/I0TUCTI Ta Tenni NpoOMeHi 4epBOHABOIO0 COHUA
ynanau Ha rywaBuHy AepeB i, MOB Ha AaHUW 3HAK, 3arpas JiCc Tucaya-
MW 3BYKaMU pagoLliB. YcsaKka NTUYKa — | BesMKa i MasieHbka — pagina,
O MMHYNA TEMHA HiY 3i CBOIMWU CTpaxiTTs MM Ta Hebe3nekamu, wWo Co-
BW, Nyradi, KyHM Ta TXOpM No3awnBannCa yXXe B CBOI TbMaBi HOpWH, a
CBIT NOAMWUAN AITAM COHUA — cniBy4YuM NTUUYKaAM. CUHUYKK, WUTNIN-
K1, ApO034Mn, XanBOPOHKWN, BOMOCIHKW, BONOBUKK Ta be3niy BCSKOI NTa-
WHi BUKPUKYBaAu Ha BCi n1agn, Haye HaB3aBOAWM, XTO FOJIOCHILIE NYKHe
Ha cnasy Haxborosi. [lecb AaneKko o3Bajlacsd KyKaBKa, MOB LLACTS, WO
FPAETLCA Y MIXKMYPKU 3 MIOAbMU, NUTAOUYUCL: e 47 e a? A BCbOMY
TOMY HajaBaB Nnaj i TakT YOpHUW AATen, Wo pa3 y pa3 HacTyKyBaB Yy
4yepBMBOMY ranyssi: CTyK, CTYK, CTYK, CTykK! — Haye cka3aTu XOTiB:
«PapinTe XntTaMm, cniBamTe, XuBiTb, TPYAiTbCA, pa3-ABa, pa3-asa, 60
XUTTH He Xae, N1 namee, MOB BOAA... | CMepTb TeX Hil»

AXx 3paais McTncnae cepen ycei Tol Benudi Npupoan CBOEI pigHOI
3eMNi, axkK NMPOSACHINIO NOro nuue, KoNnu, cnasayuu nepes YopHUM BXOLO0M
y CBOK XaTy, MSAHYB Ha piKy, WO cainuia BXxe odi 61McKoM Biabmntnx
Ny4iB COHUS.

— A KON X TO Tn, Heboxe, 3BOSINULL MPUNTM A0 rocnogmHa TBOro
3 NOKJIOHOM? — MOYyBCA Harno 6inga McTtncnaBa TPACKWUI CTapeyni ro-
N0C 3 AKUMCb TipKUM, FApPUKINBUM BIATIHKOM.

MoB ownapeHui 3ipBaBCcs MofoAeuUb 3 KaMeHs, Ha SIKOMY CuZiB.
Nepen HUM cTosB Poraan.

— Mapasg 3 npuxoaom, 6osipuHe! — ckasaB, a MOro OXUBJieHe
Kpacow npupoau numue CnoBaXkHiNo, Hadye CKaM’'daHIiNno y oAHIn XBuAi.
O, SKMM HU3bKMM Ta MaJiMM BuAaBaBCs MOMY Cel YON0BIiK NPOTU Bese-
TEHCbKUX CWUN, BMAMBY SKUX Ai3HAB OCb Ha cobi: cmepTi, noboBi Ta
Kpacu npupoaun. ToMmy rnsaaiB Ha BUCOKY, MOB TUKA, BUCOXJlY MOCTaThb
CTaporo CKynaps, Hade Ha igKy ragltky, sKin sunomMmmnn 3you.

— To TBiN cTapun ymep? — nutaB Poraan.

— YMep; yXe i noxoBaHun! — BignoBsiB MonoaeLb.

— YMep, yMep, noxoBaHun! A MOIX TpuausATb FPUBEHb XTO BiA-
hacTb, ra?

Kpyrni, BubanyweHi, kpo'to Habirni ouvi sutpilumnmnca Ha Mcrtuc-
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naBa, 34aBaniocs, Wo ocb-oCb Poraan npokosie noro CBOIM 3aKpusne-
HUM, ACTPYOUHUM HOCOM.

— la? — NoBTOpPMB NO XBWJII.

— TBoOi rpuBHi He nponanu, 6ospuHe, — BianNoBiB McTucnas, —
noxau, sigaam! born 6aunnu, 5K TM aasas iX 6aTbKOBI Y NO3UKY, 60orn
6aunMyTb, 9K 9 iX Tob6i 3BepHY!

— Xa, xa! — 3aperoTaBcs Aia. — 3BEpPHY, 3annady, a 3 4oro, xe-
6paky? [e TBOSA crnaawwuHa, ae xypoba, asip, pabu, wkipun, cpiébno,
BiCK, Mmea? YuM 3annaTtuil?

— He T1BOE aino, 6osapuHe, — 6yna 3aepxnuvBa, ane piwyda Big-
nosiab. — CkasaB: 3ansavy, To TaK i byae, xiba wo 3ruHy! Toai, nes-
HO, WO nponano, ane Toai 6oru BiaaaayTb TO6I rpiw, KNHEHNIN NOMeEp-
NINM...

Porgan BigCTynmB Ha ABa KPOKM Hasaj Ta aXk NOCUHIB i3 gocaau.

— UWo, ra? — 3aBepewaBs. — 3rmHew? O Hil He 3rnHew! Hema y
Tebe pabie, Tak TM cam byaew pabom... He 3ruHew, a 340xHeLWw npu
po6oTi, Wobn Xo4 BIACOTKWU Bi4 FPUBEHb BEPHYIUCS MsodaMu 3emii;
oXeHto Tebe, a TBOI AiTM Ta XiHKa BiapobnsaTb TBOE XebpauTBo y MOIN
CNyxo6i.

Y ouyax Mctucnasa 3arpaB OrHUK 3/106M.

— To ™1, 60apuHe, XOoTiB 6M BNacHy A04YKY NocaguTu OO0 TKAHHS
abo nocnatu 3i canok y nosie 3a TBOI BflaCcHi rpmeBHi? Xiba 3abys npo
yMoBY 3 6aTbkoM Boecnasom? Tu x ob6iusse KanmHy Moro CUHOBI.

B Tin XBUNWHI 30aBanocs, WO KpoOB 3asfne craporo. BiH 3irHyecq,
CKOpYMBCSA, 3aniHUBCA i BUTAr 06mnaBi pyKn 3 3aKpUBIEHUMU, MOB Kir-
Ti, 3iB’91MMMN, KOCTUCTUMN NanbuUsAMU A0 Monoaus, Hade 6axas Buaep-
T NOMY Oui.

— Xebpaky! — 3axapuyaB, MOB Yy aroHii. — 3nogaito... Tn, 3akyn,
pab, nigHocmw o4vi Ao KanuHu, ska oaep>XuTb MO MeHi MAaMHO Ha AKUX
ABi Tucadi rpueenb! O, He pixaew Tn cboro! Ta n BoHa He byna 3MOB-
neHa 3 To60t0, a 3 TBOIM bpaToM, 3 sKOro, crnasa Benecosi, yxe coba-
KM MO CTEeNy NOpo3TAranaun KiCToUkU... A y pabu Tebe, cobaumnin nigHix-
Ky, npoaam, 1...

Ta cboro 6yno Bxe 3abarato posgpatoBaHoMy McTtucnaBy. BiH
MNOCTYNWB ABa KPOKM Brepes 3i CTUCHEHMMU N'acTykamu®, Haue 6axas
noro nobutn. Poraan BiACKo4MB, 3aMOBK i Nobniannn 3 rHiBy Ta Aoca-
AW rnaaiB HeCnokimHo Ha McTtucnaea. Ta y Mosioaus onanu pyku, Konum
NOrNsiIHyB Ha MapHY, 3irHeHy Ta CKOpYeHy cTaTb bapuLiBHUKA.

— BinbHO TO6i, 60sipyHE, — CKa3aB CMOKINHO, — JIMXOCIOBUTHU
MeHe, BiSibHO TObI KpnyaTu, KMaaTmncs, NaKraBuUTM Mo 6yaAy4HICTb, Ta
HeBiNIbHO TObOI NanMXUTKM NaMm’aTi NnoMepnux, 3aTaMm ce cobi, a i Bia
MeHe axk A0 oceHi — Bapa Tobi! Ocb 6aunw, TM TyT caM 3i MHOK. B go-

M"acTykn — kynaku.
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ni [JHictep, B ceni nwoan CnNdaTb rNo NOXOPOoHi i Tpyai... OanH Max... i 4
cnnavy gosrun 6atbka, Bi3abMy KanuHy, KO BOHa cxo4de, a Hag Toboto
TPWU3HY CrpaBnisaTb Paku Ta COMU.

MoB n’sHUN, BIiAKWHYBCS CTapeub Ha3aj Ta LWMPOKO OTBOPEHUMU
o4MMma rnagis y 3010Ti Nepenmen XBUb PikKn, BiaTak obepHyBCS Ta no-
6aune 6ina cebe 6nige, rpisHe Ta piwy4ye nuue Monoaus, i Harno nip-
BaB MOro xax. MoB ABagusiTUNITHIM xnoneub, 06epHYBCA Ha N'AaTi Ta
nobir y ceno, Tikatouun Big ybinHuka.

A Monogeub YyBiMWOB Yy XaTy, Habpas Aewo Xap4yiB y TOpbuHy,
B351B paTuule, WUT Ta rpaHaTaMm NpuKpalleHmin Med i Bunwos, 36umpa-
OUMCb MOKWMHYTU pa3 Ha BCe CBOK XaTy. Ta OCb LOCb BefnKe, YOpHe
MPUNOB3/0 A0 HbOrO 3i CKaBY/IHHAM Ta CTano nAMsaTu WKipsHi upesii’.
McTncnae aX CKpPUKHYB 3 HeCKa3aHHOI pafocCTi i BApyre nokasanumcd
CNIbO3M Y NOro o4ax.

— Kpyky! [pyxe! bpaTte! — KpukHyB. — Minn obpuin BipHUN CO-
6ako! To Tn 6epir cBoe XuTtTa ana meHe! a! Tu ninwnn Big MeHe, 60
s 6axaB noceaTuTN Tebe ans 6atbka! Xoawm X, ToBapuwy, CBIT Aoby-
BaTW.

I BiH nouinyBaB YOpHY i 6NCKYYY FOSI0BY BipHOI 3BipUHM.

lYpeBii — yepeBukn. — ABT.
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IV
Y CBIT 3A O4I

B cynpoBoai BipHOro Kpyka nokuHyB McTucnaB XaTy i 3BEpHYB
CBOI KPOKW NpSAAMO Ha niBHiY. Tyan Bena crexka y ctapuun ropoa Tepe-
60B/10, 3BiAKM 3a4yMyBaB MosoAelb 3BEepHYTUCS Ha cxig OBpy4a, a
Biacu Ao Kunesa.

Ta oCb 3a Kifibka XBU/IMNH HaNiTKasan BOHU CTEXWUHY, WO Befna BNi-
BO, piBHOb6I>KHO A0 6epera i, SK Ha AaHWUW 3HaK, CTaHynun obuasa, a
KpyK, Maxalumn XBOCTOM rsgAiB CBOEMY MAaHOBI MWbLHO Y O4i, Haye XOo-
TiB cnutatn: «lligemMo we Tyam um Hi?» Ta, BUAKO, BUYUTAB Y O4ax Bi-
AnNoBiAb, AKOI We He BMUCKasanum ycta monoaud, 60 y cnigyrodin xsuni
6ir y)Xe CTeXKOK BJliBO, NMobpixyun Npu KOXHIKW Harodi, yn TO 3a
3aMuUeM, UM 3a BOpPOHOLO. BiH 3HaB nobpe cro ctexky, 60 cam 3i CBOIM
naHoM ii BuTonTas. BoHa Bena nosa xataMu cefia NpsaMo nig CTapesHy
nvny, wo pocna Ha ropbi Hag xaTtow Porgas. TaM CTOSB XXEpPTOBHUMN
KaMiHb, SIKUM NPUCTPOIOBANN CiNlbCbKi giByaTa uUBiTaMu, TyT CXOAMNTNCS
nicosi Ta BoAsiHI 6icn, MaBkKM Ta pycanku' rynatu y micsyHomy csiThi, i
TaM cxoamnmncsa 3eudamHo Mctmucnas a KanuHoro.

Y ceni, B caay, Hag Boaoto 6yno ce HEMOX/MBO, Y fici Hebe3ney-
HO, @ TYT 3aTe finwe BecHot abo ociHHK 6yBanu nwAM, a BNpPoYiM ca-
MITHO cTosina rpybesHa nuna Ha ropbi, Haye BeNMYE3HUN Kyrnon Haa
NiCOBMM XpaMOM, CaMiTHO po3nuHanacsa i po3nmeBana AaNeKo-LWMPOKO
CBOi conoAaki maxouwi, ryaina xopamu 6a4Xin Ta rosopusa 3 BiTPOM.
CBOIM BIiTTSIM BipHO CKpuBasia BOHA HiXHY n060B MonogaT nepes 3a-
34puM OKOM Porgas Ta uikaBmx abo 3n06HUX ntoaen.

Mpunwoswun, Mctucnae nornsgie yHuU3, a cepue 34aBUB MOMY
»Xanb 3a CMM MicueM, Ae NpoBiB CBOI WAaCAUBI AUTAYI niTa Ta Ae Tenep
ociB noro sopor. Ha 6e3nicoMy ckioHi ropbka pic nnekaHun we pyKoro
noro 6atbKka caj, Tenep 3anyleHunn i 3apocnmm byp’asHaMm Ta AnMdKa-
mMu. bosspnH Porpan He 3ammaBcs cagom, 60 ce NpUHOCKMNO Manuwn Ao-
xo4. JlInwe nacikm ta 060poOHHI Banu i 4actokonun 6ynm nobpe yaepxa-
Hi, 60 oaAHI faBanu roToeBun rpiw, a apyri 6opoHUNn nMoro B pasi no-
Tpebu. NapHa BUCOKA XaTa CBiTWUNA YMCTOTOK Ta Kpacoto, 60 6insg Hel

! Noranu Ha Pyci 3acentoBanu ycio NpuMpoay PisHUMMK AyXaMWu i AeMOHaMMU i
nobyBannca B yocobneHHSAX 3arasibHUX MOHATb. Y Boai Xwunu bicn, pycanku Ta
MaBKW, Yy NiCi — MiCOBUKMK, Y XaTi — AiAbKN N OMOBUKMK, Y 6onoTax — 4opTu. Cu-
ny pobpy 3o06paxas binobor, cuny tTeMHy — YopHobor, Mopok. 3mopa i T.n. —
ABT.

Pycuui-a3M4YHMKM mMoraHa ™M n Ha3uMBanu iHOBIpPUI-CTEMOBUKIB, @ XPUCTU-
AHN — A3UNYHUKIB.
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3axoamnacsa Ta abana KanuHa, 3ate 06inCcTa, CTauHi i XUTHULUI, XO0Y
NOBHi, Ta 6pyaHi 6ynn i 3arHOeHi A0 Heni3HaHHA. 1o ABOpYy XOAMB
ApibHMMKM KpokaMun Porgan, a Moro rapuvkaMBuin Ta CBapaMBUIN FONOC
AOX0AMB ax Croau.

— Kpyk! — KAuMKHYB Mosiogeub Ha ToBapuwa. — KanuHa TyT..
Pyw! — i noka3saB pyKow Ha ABip.

Mec niacko4ymB, MUMXHYB, 3aMaxaB XBOCTOM Ta nobir Ha pobpe
3HalioMe 06ilicTs, Ae, nobpixyroum, Hackoums Ha Porpas. Moro nosisa
byna ons AiBYUMHM YMOBJIEHMM 3HAKOM, WO McTucnase xpae ii nig nu-
noto. OgHaK MMMO CyMy Ta >ask, SKUW 4yB MOJSIOAEUb, FNSAs4YMN, XTO
3HAE, UM BXe N He BOCTAHHE Ha piAHY XaTy, He Mir 3aepXaTtucsa Bia
yCMixXy, Konm nobaume, K CcTpawHo nepenskascs Poraam Kpyka. BiH
He aepxaB cobak i BenbMKU ixX 6osBCcA. Tak i Tenep 3aBepewas Ha
cnyr, a Ti cepea KpuKy Ta peroTy 6panuca Kpyka nporaHaTu, ane ay-
»Xe MNSABO — ce X byB nec iX gaBHboro, gobporo naHa. Mix Tmm Por-
Aan CXOBABCSA Ha pyHAYK Ta KpU4asB:

— AHY Xe! bunTe cboro 3noaiqa, 6a4d, BHagmecs, 3abyTn He Xo4de
CBOIX »XebpaubKNUX MNaHiB, HEYNUCTe HaCiHHA — 60spCbKOro Asopa Co-
b6aui 3abaraetbcs, 3eMnssHKa BXe He B CMaky? buiute noro 3 nyka! 3
npawi! KanvHo, nasan patuule!

3 xatu Bmnwna KannHa Ta 3i CMiXoM AMBUIACA Ha MeperoHun cny-
X6un 3 Kpykom, akmin aobpe 3HaB, WO Ce UbKYBaHHS — Ce JIMWeHb 3a-
6aBa, a BigTak nycTtnecd biruemMm Ha pyHAYK, Ae cTosfna giBunHa. Por-
Aan nobir cTpiMronoB y xaTy, 3acoBytoun 3a cobor aBepi, a AiBYMHA
nornaavia rapHy roniBky TBapuHW Ta niwna y cah. MoB HaBiXeHUn,
ckakaB Kpyk [oOBKoOJla Hel, CTapakyucCb AOCAMHYTU A3MKOM 11 pyK Ta
nvus, a aisumHa obraHsanacsa 3i cMixoMm. Cnyxxba nocrasana 6e34inbHO
rypTkamuy, nokuHyswu poboty, 60 3Hana, Wwo HanskaHun Porgam He
Bunae nepen obigom i3 xatu.

Ckopo Hanwnaca KanuHa nig nunoto Ta cina 6ina Mctucnaea Ha
KaMeHi. Kpyk nir Ha CTeXWHi, Wo Bena y caj, i NunbHyBaB, YN XTO He
HaAXoAuTb.

KannHa 6yna nperapHa CiMHaAUATUNITHA AiBUMHA-KpacaBuus, AKi
byBann nuweHb Yy PYCUHIB Ta Kpacy SIKUX CNaBWUNWU TFpeku, iTaninui,
apabu i nepcn. BUcoknin, CTpyHkun ii ctaH obiMana TiCHO TKaHa onm-
HKa, Nnignepes3aHa WKWPOKMM NosicoM. oBepx y3ipyaToi, MOB CHir, 6inoi
COPOYKM BMUCINO Ha wuni barate HaMMCTO 3 BypWTUHY, CPiIBHUX Tansapis
Ta 30/10TUX AyKadiB, Y TEMHOMY BoOsocCCi 6nuwano cpibHe yinbue, a Ha
4yoni Haa pPiBHUMKU, MOB LLUHYPOYKKN, BpoBaMKN 3BMCANN Y 3010Ti BAALLKK
OMpaB/IEHI XEeMYyTru,

— KanuHo! — npwusitas ii Mctucnas. — lpocTu, WO NpMnMLLOB A0
Tebe Tak He B nopy, Ta, 6a4, mycus!

— SK-TO He B Nopy? — nuTana AiBuUMHa. — T A0 MeHe 3aBXau y
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nopy npuxoauvil, nago Mo€e. A Tenep, Konum noxosas baTbka, NeBHO,
yacTiwe npuxoaMtTuMeld, npasaa??

I cBOIMM KapuMM O4YeHsTaMWU FNsiHyna BabHO Ta MUTAMBO Ha MO-
nopus. Ane MctucnaB CYMHO MOTPSAC rosioBokO, a B MOro odax BigMa-
noBanacs yca Tyra, ka rnpomMana moro cepue.

— bauuw, — rosopuna aiBunHa, — g 6yna 6 Takox niwna Ha no-
XOPOH Ta TPU3HY, ane 3Haew, wo 6aTbKo...

— 3Har! — KMBHYB rosioBolo Mosiofdelb. — BiH rHiBaETbCA Ha Me-
He.

KanuHa ycMixHynacs.

— BiH He Takun 311K, 9K AyMa€Ew, — ckasana. — BiH nuuweHb
ckynuin i 6axaB 6u nocictn yce cpibno Bi3aHTINCbKOro Kecaps, Xou
CaM He 3HaE€, Ha WO BOHO MOMY 34as10Cs.

— Hi, KannHo, — BignosiB Monoaeub, — TU He 3HAa€Ww cBoro 6a-
TbKa. BiH nobpun, moxe, ansa tebe, 60 Tebe KOXHUN NOOUTL, HABITb
Poraan, Ta ocb cnpobymn oCMIiNNUTUCA KONMN-Hebyab CTaHYTM MOMY none-
pek goporu, nobaunwu!

— Lo > TW HUHI MOMY BUYMHUB, LLO TAaKUN NOTUA BEPHYB Bia Te-
6e?

— BiH? — BignoBiB Monoaeub, a nuue noro Habpano rpiaHoro Bu-
pa3y. — BiH obknaaB rpsas3to nam’site Moro 6aTtbka i 6paTiB Ta rposms,
IO MeHe 3anpoTopuTb Yy pabu, 4KWo He 3arnsadvy fosery. { i 3rapas
nomy 3a Tebe, BYUIMTO XapToM, i BiH ax ToAi BiACTYNMBCS, KON S Ha-
ragas MOMY, WO MU CaMi, @ 9 AYXYUWX Bid HbOrO.

I Mmoniogeub po3kasaB CBOK PaHilLHKO NMpuUroay.

— OCb TOMY MYLY HWHIi NOKMHYTK 3aniceubKy BOSIOCTb, — KiHYMB
onosigaHHs, — 60 6otocs, Wobu MeHe cnpaBAi He 3an0BUAM Ta He
npoaanun y pabu. born BnMCoko, KHA3b Aaneko. BiH 3eMCbkuin 605puH,
1 KHSDKUW, Y HbOrO ApY3i Ta NOMiYHKMKM i baraTcTBo, a ... cam 6e3 rpo-
Lla Ta NoMoui cyciaiB.

[iBUnMHa cnoBaX)Hifla i NOCyYMHiNa, a B o4ax 3'9BUINCSA ClIbO3MW.

— Tak, — cKasasia no xXBwii, — MOXe, TU i NnpaBay kaxew. Konu
6aTbko 6yB y Tebe, npuixae Mmonoamn Bnact, 6ospuH i3 Nopoaa. baTb-
KO norpoXxyBaBcsl Ha Tebe, Ta 9 cMmisgnacsa. Ane Tenep 6auyy, WO nyy4ye
6yno nocnyxatu, Npo wo BoHM obuasa rosopunun, 60 WOCb AyXe A0B-
ro pagumnucsa y cBiTnuui, a Npun BUI34i KIUKHYB we Bnact Ha npowaH-
HA: «OctaBanTecb 3 6oramu, 3aBTpa byaete noro matu». XXanko MeHi
Tebe, McTucnaee, Xanko, MOB 3a XWUTTHAM, MnjakatuMmy 3a Toboto, ane
Ternep cama ckaxy Tobi: iab, MUK, TiKkan BiACKW, a NoBepTan 340pOB
y nob6pi Ta 6baratcTei. He Baactbcsa Tob6i, TO CTaHb Ha CcNyXxby A0 KHA3S
Ta Bi3bMW MEHe OpPYXHOK pyKotk. H pano noAinto 3 Toboo XaTUHY B
KHAXOMY OCTpPO3i, NPOMIHAK YCi rapasau Ha Halle cnifibHe wacT4, 3a
6yay4HiCTb!
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I KnMHynaca Ha wuo MONOoALEBI.

[loBro He nyckas ii Mctncnas 3 06inMmiB, Ta ocb Kpyk 3araBkas, a
y KOp4Yax 3a HMMM LLOCh 3awleniecTtino. MoB NTUYKa 3 rHisga, HandkKaHa
PYKOK 36UTOYHOro X/s0M4YMHKU, nMopxHyna KanuHa y can, a Mctucnas
K/IMKHYB 11 HaB34O0riH:

— [lo BecHwu!

I ckopuM, NpY>XUBUM KPOKOM 3arnmbuecs B fiC, Haye 4YoBeH, WO
Kpi3b po36ypxaHi xBuni Pycbkoro Mops npsimye y Lapropoa. CoHue
NiAHAN0CSA BMCOKO Ha Hebi Ta porpiBano ymMmpas gyxde. Ane Moso-
Aelb He BiaYyBaB CbOro nig ryctuM cKneniHHAaM ranysssa Ta JIuCcTa, nu-
e XBaBo cTynas Bnepen. Cnyckascsa y rnnboki spu-6anku, 3apochni
6yMHO NO3MHOM, BilbXaMW Ta SBOpaMW, MUHAB TYyWAaBHUKKU NiWUHU
abo rycto nigwuTti aybosi Ta 6yKOBi Nonocu npanicy, Ae Ha CTOMITHIX
lWwapax rHWAoro NUCTa Ta ranys3ok po3pocTannca B JIIOACLKY rOfioBY
3aB6iNbLWKM PO3KiWHI pi3HObapBHiI rpubu. Micusamu, ne BecHsiHU abo
OCiHHIN BMXOp Nonanme 3HECUSIEHOIO JIICHOro npagina — crapesHe rno-
POXHSBE AepeBO, TaM A0XOAMN Nydi COHUS ax A0 3eMni, i cepen byn-
HOro fArigHMkKa énuuwann, Hade KapbyHKynn Ta pybiHU, CyHUUI Ta DKU-
IUCS CNOAOM CUHSBI, BEPXOM BNMCKYYO-3eNeHi ManNMHOBI KyLLi.

McTtucnas iwoB aAani. He cnuHoOBaNM MOro i NiCHi NTUUb, SKi, WO-
npasaa, AeLwo NpUTUXM, Ta BCe-TaKM pa3 Y pa3 Ha HUMXUYMX ranyskax
0631BaNINCS COMKU Ta COPOKU, @ Y BMCOKOMEHHOMY JliCi KOBTa/IN »KOB-
HW Ta CKUMIINWM MONOAI KaHKW Yy BMCOKOMY, 3 MOPOXHa Ta NaTnyys
cnneTeHoMy rHi3ai. loraHa BOHSA cTepBa AoJiTana Big CbOro rHisga ax
A0 MonoAus, Ta BCKOPI Npuraywysanun il naxoLli AicoBux UBiTiB cnusy,
po3XiAHWLi, po3MapuHy Ta MaTepuHKW. Mosiogeub He 3BepTaB yBaru
Ha OKPYXEeHHS i nonnwmne 0630puHM KopdiB Ta aepeB KpyKoBi, sSiKMi
pa3 y pa3 ornsgascd, a nobaumsliM, WO WMOro naH ige gani, wesas
3HOBY Y ryliasi, 6bpexaB Ta niackakyBaB i BUNOAOLWYBaB BCiNAKYy Api6-
HY 3BipMHY Ta NTALUHIO.

BkiHUi McTucnaes BUMWOB Ha Many nporajnHy, BKPUTY POXXEBUMU
KopuyuKkamu Bepecinto. NMonsHka nexana Ha CKAO0OHI Manoro ropbka, wo
NnaHyBaB Haj OKONNLEN, i MAaHAPIBHUK CTaB po3rnsaaatuca rno 6esmex-
HOMY MOpi ficy, WO XBW/OBANOCh nepej HUM y SipKOMY CBIT/li COHLA.
YopHsaBi nepenuBun TiHen nepebirann psagaMmm No Beplukax Aepes, KO-
NN BiTep NOpyLllyBaB IX WMPOKMM MoAyBOM. Haa NicoOM KpyXnganm Bu-
COKO-BUCOKO COKOJIN Ta LWYNiKN, Haye TeMHi ToOYKM Ha 6nakuTi Heba, a
XBUNSAMU HU3ANM BO3AYX KHA3I BO3AYXY — KaHi, HanbucTpiwi NiTyHu
MiDK NTUUAaMN. MaHAPIBHUK 3aAMBUBCA Y CUHABY, WO TaM AeCb Aallieko
y 6e3kpai nyuymna 3emnto 3 HeboM, Ta YCIi€EO AyLWIE TOHYB Y BUAi cel
ceoboan Ta Benudi CBiTy... Koy Harno wocb CBUCHYNO 6ins noro Bu-
CKa, a no3aa Hboro 3ackaBynie Kpyk, Hauve nouineHnn kameHeM abo
BAAPEHMIN HOMOK UM BYKOM...
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Ta HegapMma McTucnas Bi4 KiNbKOX NIiT XO0AMB Ha NOBW CaM-O4UH i
He pa3, nontt4ymn Ha rpyby 3BipuHy, 6yBaB y Hebe3neui, Ae oaAnH pyX
pilwas nNpo Xutra abo cmepTb. Haue M'a4, WO, KUHEHUN CUBHOIO pY-
Koo 06 3eMnto, BigCKaKy€E 3HOB Yropy, BiACKOYMB MOSOAELb OAHUM
MaXOM Ha TpU KPOKW Ta BiABEPHYBCH.

I wo x nobaume?

3-MOMiXK KOpPYiB KaJIMHW Ha OKpaiHi Nnicy, MOXe, Ha AeCATb KPOKiB
Bi4 HbOrO, BM3Mpasa noctaTb B MONOTHSAHKY OAiTOro napyébka, o 3
TONOPOM Ta paTuwem b6ir y noro CTopoHy. bauxue ctoss gpyrum, wo
SIKpa3 KMHYB 6yB Yy HbOro NOMaKow, BUAKO, Ha Te, wobun noro nosanu-
™ W ornywuTtn. B pyui gepxas BiH peMeHi, i McTucnas B O4HY MWUTb
nisaHaB 06ox Ta ix HaMipun. Ce 6ynn pabu Bnacrta 3i 3axigHoro norpa-
HU4Y4s, 3-3a CaHy, napybkun, 3BiCHi CBOEK AWUKICTIO Ta 3BIpCTBOM Y LUi-
nin okonuui. Bnact nocnyrosyBaBcs HUMK, Konu Tpeba 6yno Hacunbc-
TBa abo >XOpPCTOKOCTI. Hi oauH i3 TuBepuiB He 3Baxkmeca 6 Ha Taki no-
raHi gina. Sk B ycCin Pycbkin 3eMni, Tak i TyT He nobunn niognm Hacu-
nsa, Myk Ta yébuscTtsa.

Tomy, konn Mctucnas nobaume 060x nocinak, nNisHaB cenyac, Wo
rpo3nTb MOMY Hebesneka i To Yyumana. Ocagmecs, OTXe, KPIiNnKo Ha HO-
rax, 3 po3MaxoM KWHYB paTtuwem y bnmxyoro 3 Boporie. [lpabyra
ynaB, Haye NiATATUM NeHb AepeBa, Ta 3aBepellaB He CBOIM FO/1I0COM.
Apyrnin CTaHyB Hepilwy4de, Ta MosioAdelb B MJi OKa NpUKISK, AobyB 3-
3a nnaedya NyK i HanoXus CTpiny...

3 ¢ypKOTOM noneTinio patuwe Ha Mctucnaea, ane BiH fobpe 6a-
YMB, BiAKW BOHO NeTuUTb, i Biagxununecsa B6IiK. Ycnig 3a cMM CBUCHYMA nNi-
pHaTa CTpina i 3acTpsrna B oui HanacHuka. Cein ynas Ha 3eM/l0 Heaa-
NeKo Bi4 ToBapuLwa, Wo MiX TUM BepTiBCA 3 607110, MOB pPO3TONTaHUN
xpobak.

Yce Te 6yno AinomMm oaHoi xBuni, Tak wo Kpyk, aKoro KonHys 6yB
nepwui HanacHUK, He CKIHYMB We CKaByniTM, KoNm obmuasa nocinaku
nexanu yxe 6ina cebe, sutoun 3 6onto. bucrtpo posrngaHyecsa McTtuc-
naB AoBKoONa, a BigTak obinwos ycwo nonaHy. Haaubae nuwe cnigu
TPpbOX ntoAen, ceoi Ta obox Apabis. Toai NigiMWwWoB A0 HUX 3 MEYEM B
pyui. Patuwe Bny4ymnao o4HOro 3 HUX y NpaBe rnsjeye Ta CTpPeMIsio we y
paHi, 60 He cTano BXe CUNM BUPBATK MOro 3-NOMiX Bia/aMKiB po3Tpo-
LLeHoi KoCTi. Pab cTorHaB y>Xe ninwie TMXO, 3aKpUBLUKX O4i, a KpoB 066-
pu3KyBasa poXeBi UBiTM Bepecinto. Apyrmn BmB pas3 y pa3, Hamarato-
YMCb BMAOOYTW BICTpS CTPiNU, AOBKOSIA AKOFr0 O6ropHYAnUCS HixXKHI nli-
BKW OKa.

Konn nobaume McTtmncnasa, wo Habnmxascsa A0 HUX 3 FMOUHN Ni-
CY, KNHYBCH Y CMepTesibHiM TpMBO3i Ha KOJiHa, wobn npocmTtn nowla-
an.

— [pocTiTb, Moryuymn naHe, — nebeai, — Mu pabu 6osipmHa
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Bnacra, Ham npukasanu... MM He BUHHIi, MM He 6axanu Bac ybmueaTu...
Xan Hac lMepyHa rpiMm nob’e, konu 6axanwu... MNMowaaite Hac!

— A TO YoMy KMgaB paTuweM? — rykHyB McTucnas, KU, npas-
Ay CKasaBluWM, 30BCiM He 4yB 3/10CTi A0 MOBasieHUX BOpoOriB. HaBnakwu,
Y HbOro 3p0oAnioCh NMOYyBaHHS, 3/710)KEHe 3 BAOBOJIEHHS Ta Xanto. BiH
paais i ropamscsa nobigot, Ta, nNpoTe, Xanko 6yno MoOMy CTOrHy4ymx
nocinak.

Jlerko Bnagobys paTtuule 3 paHu na4cbkoro napybka ta nomir apy-
roMmy ocBoboanTnUCs Big CTPiNIM Ta OCTaHKIiB BUMNAMBLUOrO oka. Mctuc-
naB 3BEPHYBCH A0 HUX Le BOCTaHHE i CKa3aB:

— He BUWHHI BU, WO Hanaau Ha MeHe, He BUHEH i 5, Wo Mycus 60-
POHUTUCSH. A WO S Ay>X4YMM BiA Bac, ce aap 6oris, a Hiung 3acnyra. To-
My He MaunTe rHiBy 40 MeHe, a 4 npowy BaM. OgHaye ckaxiTb Bnacro-
Bi, wobn BiH He cTaBaB MeHi Ha Aopo3i, 60 a9 po3anasno MOro, MoB
xpobaka Ha CcTexXui YypeBieM; Hexan 3 Poraaem He HIOXaAETbCH, 60 KONMU
Y HbOIO 3a40BIrMin HiC, TO 9 BTHY MOro Ta KMHy cobaui, a, BEpHYBLUUCD,
NOKaxy MOMYy i yCiM cycigaMm, XTo NaHOM Yy 3aniceubKin BONOCTi!

Ce ckasasuwu, Biginwos 3 KpykoMm, siknin, 6avyayum UiNKOBUTUK NO-
FPOM BOPOriB, NMOHSAB MOJOXEHHSA AyXe aobpe i, Beceso rnoMaxyroumu
XBOCTOM, nobir 3a McTtucnasoM. Konu wes3nm 3a 3e1eHO0t0 CTiHO, Nia-
HABCS ocninneHnn pab Ta, BUrpoXyUuM KynakoMm 3a Mosnoguem, npo-
BOpYaB:

— Ha Bcix 6oriB 3eMsi i neksa, Ha KOCTi aigie Ta 6aTbKiB, He 3a-
byay a 106i cboro i abo 3rnHy, abo saaento Tob6i y ropno TBOI BJIACHI
ou4i; NpokniH Ha Tebe Ta TBOIX... HopHUM 60Or 4ye MOe cnoso, a Bnacrt
MOMCTUTbCA!

I 3HecnneHnn ynaB Ha 3eMJ10.
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V
Y KHEBI

McTncnae BenbMM 4yayBaBCs, SIK MOrnin napybku Bnacrta, akun
cuais axk y lopogai, Kinbka Munb Big 3aniccs, Tak CKOPO HaAocCniTH i
BUCNIAUTM MOro y Aopo3i. Ane 3aragka po3ss’sizanacs Bckopi, 6o y ry-
LLAaBHUKY HaWWOB ABOE KOHen 60sipyHa, Ha AKUX Npuixanm HanacHu-
Ku. He oTdarywouymncob, Bnbpas TOro, o BMAABCA NOMY JIy4Y4mMM, i no4ysa-
nasB y nicw.

He poeHb i He ABa 1XaB BiH nicaMu Ta siyramMu, 3axoaayu 4yacamu
A0 NOACbKMX Ocesb, Wobun rnepeHo4yBaTu Ta 3anacTucs Ha AOpory.

A oceni nexanu TyT rycto i BCi 6ynn Benuki, o6lLIMPHI Ta MHOro-
NoAHi. 3 nonyoHeBOro norpaHu4yysa, 3i ctenis BignamMBana NOAHICTD,
60 TypeubKa opAa ne4vyeHiriB noynHana rpabutmn Ta HUWKUTU Ti OKONUNLI.
He pa3 Ha Hiunirax 6anakaB McTtucnae 3 TaKMMM nepeceneHusiMu, i BCi
BOHW Hapikanu, Wwo KHA3b CBATOC/AB 3aMalio XXYpUTbCa Npo nonyaHe-
Bi Mexi KHsa3iBCTBa. Ta BiH He 3BepTaB yBarm Ha Ti cnosa. [lig noro
MonoAedy yaBy niaxoaunwn b6inblwe cnaeBHi noxoam Ha Lapropoa Ta
bonrapito, y Kpai Tenni, Kpail cBiTNi, Ha NiBAEHb, KyAW TArno ycix py-
CUHIB HENMobopMMOID CUIOKD COHLUE — Lap CUX 3eMeflb.

3a wicTtb gHiB 3aixaB Mctucnas oo Mepxnboxa — cepep nicie Ta
6oniT NonoXeHoro 3amMKky, i TyT npnbyB dKpa3s nig 4ac nobyTy KHA3S
Apononka, NoCTaBfeHOro Haa AepesBfidsHaMu 3 YCIEl oKoNuui cniwunnu
N0AN 3 MOKJIOHOM | gapyHkamMu, 604pu i KMeTi, NMOKPUBOXKEHI MLWNU
LUYKaTW npaBan Ha rHobuTenis, obMaHeHi Ha ob6MaHUiB.

TyT npunwna Mctucnasosi ragka nonpobyBaTu WACTS | NPOCUTH
HOBOrO KHSA38 Npo nomiy. ToMy MilIOB Ha Apyrui AeHb y ocTpor’, ae
nig CMHIM HEBOM 3aciB KHA3b Ha BE/IMKOMY, KOBPaMn BUCTESIEHOMY CTi-
Nbui. Ane cenyac Bnano MonoaueBi B OKO, LWLO KHA3S9 OKpYXann Masno
He caMi Bapsrun. o niBin CTOpOHI NuLW, | TO 34aneKa Big KHSAX0i ocobu,
BUAHINO KiflbKa AepeBASAHCbKNUX 608p, Ta N TO KOXHUIN 3 HUX Yy baraTin
oAexi, HaKMHEeHIn noBepx BapsA3bKoi 36poi. 3 onosigaHb 6aTbka 3HaB
McTucnaB, WO Ha cyaax BapsriB He 6yBano, 60 ce 6ynun BOEHHI noan,
a Ha CyaoBi CXOAMHM He npuxoaunun nwan y 36poi. OgHak we binblwe
Bpa3uB MOro cnocib, K pilaB KHA3b CMOPK Ta CKapru. K Koamcb cy-
MHOI Mam’saTi KHA3b Irop, Tak Tenep KHA3b Sponosik BigNpaBasiB KMETIB
Hi 3 4yMM, a 3aTe obcTtaBaB 3a bosipamn, 0cobnMBO 3a AEeAKUMU, NPO
SIKMX 3HaB, Wo 6araTi Ta BnamBoBi. lNpocTontoagnMHOBI NpuKkasyBaB Nia-
UMHIOBATUCb BOSPCHKIN NOJi, @ 3 AOBXHUKIB HABITb MOCMIXaBCsH, Kaxy-

1OcTpor — aBip, OKPY>XeHWI1 YaCTOKONOM, BasIOM | POBOM. — ABT.
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yn:

— XTO He Ma€ 4yuM 3annaTuTu BiACOTKIB, TON NOBUHEH MaTK BNac-
Hi rPUBHI ab0 KyHMW.

Abo:

— {AKWo TU 3HaB, WO CEN YONOBIK TaKUM HEMUIOCEPAHWUN, TO YO-
My MWOB A0 HbOro? Tpeba 6yno nowykaTu iHWoro siputens!

3aKynam-i3rosm Bignosifas:

— IaiTb i XMBITb Mo 60SPCbKiIN BONi, KON NO CBOIN XUTU HE BMi-
nn. Yci ntiogn XnByTb, @ 3aKynu, MOXe, He nan?

3 pabaMu HaBiTb rOBOPUTM HE XOTIB i BeniB iX NpoOrHaTn 3 OCTpo-
ry.

McTucnaB yTpaTuB 30BCiM Hagito AobyTtn cobi nacky Takoro rop-
AOBUTOrO Ta HeCNpaBea/IMBOro KHA3s i 3BEpHYBCS UTWU fani, Koan Ha-
rno novys nobiy cebe ronoc:

— He posBro nonacewcsa ™M, HeboXxe, Ha CbOMY BUCOKOMY CTOJli;
NpOTW BOMI Hapoay He ocuamwics Ha HboMmy! Irop skuin 6yB, a TakoX
3rMHYB MapHO. [lepyH He KHA3b, BiH piBHO nobuBac i KHA34, i paba, a
Xopc He 4yonoB.ik, yce 6aunTtb, a 06aypuTn cebe He facTb.

Mctncnae orngHyBecs i nobaymB 4osoBiKa, MOXe, TPUALATUNIT-
HbOro, Xygowasoro, 3 6JMCKY4YMMM OYMMA Ta LOBrMM BYCOM i 4yboM,
CNT0BOM, BOsIKa. Ha paTuwi Hic BiH HabMBaHW CNMXEBUMUN Ir'yA3UKaMU
LWWKiIpSHUM KadTaH, Ha naedyax TYrmm Baps3bKuUn WKT, a npu 6oui A0B-
rMn o060oCiyHNN Mey.

— Yn i BN, ASObKY, OO0 KHA3S 3 MNPOWEHHAM? — cnuTaB MOJ10-
Aeub.

— E, Hi! — 3acmigBcsa BosK. — JIIOT He noTpebye nacky Takux
MOMCUKIB, K cern Manuin Apubo. H APYy>XMHHUK KHA3a CBdaTtocnasa. f
nvuwe 6a)kaB NornsaaiTym, siKy-To Usulo IMWMB Haw KHA3b MicTo cebe, i
6auy, wo cuH He Baasca B b6aTbka. Hy, Moxe 6yTn, WO ce Wwe MecCTb
3a Irops.

— To KH4a3b CB4ATOC/MAB TakK [OBro TAMUTb KpuBAy? — CMNUTaB
Mctucnas. — [lpeuiHb KHAMMHA NOMCTU/IACa 3@ CMEepPTb 4Y0J/10BiKa £AK
cnig.

— ABXxex! — 6yna BignoBigb. — { He KaxXy, WO Ce KHA3b MCTU-

TbCS, NUweHb 6orn. Kyam x tu, monoave, igew?

— A came A0 Baworo KHa3s. A yyBaB, Wo 36bupaceTe nogen, 1o i 4
6axkaB niTK 3 BaMu.

JIoT rnaHyB Ha McTucnasa Ta 3MipsB MOro Big rosoBu no CTin.

— lapasg! KHa3b npunmMe tebe. Tn cBobigHoro poay?

— 5 60apCbKNn CUH, MOi ABa bpaTtn 3ruHynun y bonrapii, 6aTbko
XOAMB i3 KHA3eM IropeM, MarHO MM BTPaTUIN...

— Yomy?

McTncnas po3kasaB. Ha Te JIloT noTp4AC rosioBolo.
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— To TBin 6aTbKO 3/1€ BUYMHMB, WO HE Haragas KHA3eBi NPO CBOIX
CUHIB. Y HaWOro KHA3s BiNCbKOBa BAaya: KOJM FHIBHUW, HE MPUCTY-
namn, AOKM He BUconeTbCs. Ane noTiM XOo4 A0 paH NMpPUIoXU — 3aroiTb-
ca. Ta wo x? I Benec He BepHe CbOro, WO cranocsd. Tu, mosoave,
npuragan kHA3eBi 06ox 6paTiB, a BiH He 3abyae Tebe.

O6buaBa BOSIKM nociganu Ha KoHen i noixanu npamo y Kuis. JlioT
3HaB HambnmXx4di Aoporn Ta HaWrnaglwi CTeXKu Kpisb Nicn, TOMY BXe
CbOMOI AHMHW NiABeYip CTaHYyNU y CTiN KUIBCbKUX Tip, HaA pidvkoto lo-
yanHow. Bigcn noymHascs cnaBHUM BopudiB BMBI3, 0134 A0 KHSXOrM0
OCTpOry, sslkum 3anmaB cob60K CKNOHWM i Bepwok ropbka. 3 3axigHoi
CTOpPOHM 6YB TYT Ninwwe OAMH AOCTYN i ogHi BopoTa. [Jopora A0 HUX Be-
na B340BX ropoACbKOro Basy i 4aCTOKOJy, TaK L0 BOPOr, SKUW AyMaB
HarnacTn Ha 6paMy, MyCuMB B340BX 4aCTOKOJy nia CTpifiamMmu ob6opoHUiB
nepebyTn NpocCTip SIKNXOCb BiCIMCOT KPOKIB.

— AHY, Bragan, Mctucnaee, — YycCMixHyBCS JIlOT, — 4OMy [0i3[]
[0 OCTpOry ige 3 nonyaHs, 3 NiBoi CTOPOHM, @ He 3 ApYyroro 6oky?

— Yomy? B0 3 cei CTOpOHU Kpalle i ny4ye.

— Kyau tam! 3 apyroi ctopoHu, Big lNogony, Te came! 3aMicTb iTn
NpsMO Bropy cnpasa, 3BepTa€e Agopora B6IK i npoxoanTb 3/iBa A0 NiB-
HIYHMX BOPIT OCTpPOTrY.

— 'M! He 3Hato! — BignoBiB MonoaeLb.

J1OT 3acMiaBcA.

— A KOTpuM 60KOM 3BEpPTAEMOCH A0 4YaCTOKO/Y, KOAW NigXxoamnmMo
3niBa?

— 3BICHO, WO npasuM... Ara! Bxxe 3Hatw. bo Ha npaBoMYy paMeHi
HeMa WwuTa.

— Baunw? — noy4yaB JIIOT. — {AKWO BOPOr nepekuHe WUt Ha
npase pam’sa, To 6yae 6e30pyXHun i He 6yae 60POHUTU HaALWIUM pa3nTH
HanacHMKa CTpinaMu Ta KaMiHHSM, a K He nepekuHe, To 6yae Bij
CTOPOHM YacTokoNy 6e3 OC/I0HMN.

— [Ouen, amen! — yyayeasca Mctucnas. — AK Myapo BUMipKyBa-
HO.

— Ce Halw KH43b Tak npuaymas. BiH nuwe i npo Te AyMae, Ta KO-
nn BnayMae, 1o i ctapmn CBUHeNbA He BTHe.

— BoeBoaa?

— Ere x! BiH Tenep y llepescnasui 3acTyna€e KHA34, i MU Tenep
Tyau inemo...

— BiH Bapar?

— Hibu Bapsar, Ta noro Baps3bKi KOCTi 4aBHO yXe NMopoc/an pyCb-
KUM M’sicoM. Bxe i cBOO MOBY npu3abys, 60 y HaAWOro KHA349 Bapsris
HebaraTo.

— A ce yomy?

— Bo BiH 6inblle 3a cN1aBoOK BraHSA€, YNM 3a HAXMBOIO, HA MNOJIO-
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AAs HEe XOAUTb, @ XUBUTbCSA Aobuyero 3 BiMHKM Ta NoBiB. Bapsaru nob-
NATb AOCTAaTKU, TOMY BOJIATb MONOAWMX KHA3IB, Apononka, Onera a6o
Lapropoacbkoro kecapsi. Ta i KHS3b BOMUTb HawunxX A06poBO/bLUIB,
4MM ix, 60 HaWw Hapoa Xo4Y MeHwe oa4vYanayLlWwHUN, HO 3aTe HAMHOro Ty-
rilWwmnm Ta BipHILWNNA.

— 3BiCHO, — 3aMiTuB McTucnae, — XTO 6opeTbCs 3a rpiw, ToMy
cnaea b6anayxe! — Tak rytopsium, yBinWAM BOHM B OCTPOr. YNpoaoBX
YaCTOKONIB, 3-HaA SAKUX Pi3HO rNa4inn 3 rpybesHnx konon 36yaoBaHi
BeXi, nuweHo Ans aoctyny 6opusiM Ta Ans A0BO3Y CTPifl, KaMiHHS,
CMONN Ta BOAM AOCUTb LUMPOKY BYIMLIO, AKa OKpYyXasia CTod4di Bcepe-
AVHI asopuwa. Asopuw, cux 6yno KinbkagecaT, a Hanexananm BOHW A0
HaM3HaAMEeHUTIWKUX APYXMHHMX 604p, WO NpoBOAMAU BigAinaMn KHS-
XXOro BincbKa. [JoBKO/Ma KOXHOro ABopuLLa CTOSNN e XUTHULI Ta KO-
MOPW Ha BCINIAKUA BOEHHUM Npunac Ta NOXWBY i AOBri XxaTu ans psaao-
BUX BOSIKIB-TPUAHIB.

HanHapsagHiwnM 6yB aBopeub BoeBoan ®apnada, e Xuio y xa-
Tax TpucTta Bapsrie. TyT 3actaBa byna cpibHa, a 6araTi naBo/noOKMK
BKpVBa/nN CTiHW, CTONM Ta NaBu. Y Apyrux cboro He 6yno, 6o ce 6ynn
XaTn APYXUH 3 TUBEPCbKUX, NOSIAHCbKNX, CIBEPCbKUX, YNULbKUX, CNO-
BIHCbKMX 3eMenb, CUHKN 6051p, KMETIB, i3roi-3akynu, ak Mctucnas, i i3-
roi-pabu, ki Bukynunmcsa 3 pabcrea abo AKMX BUKYMNMB KHA3b 3a XO-
pobpicTb y 6010. Ha BennkoMy ManaaHi nocepeq OCTpory CTosinno okpe-
MO YKpinjieHe gBopuLLEe KUIBCbKUX KHA3IB, @ MiXX HUM i NiBHIYHUMUN BO-
poTamu, Wo Benu Ha lNoain, BuagHinace cBATMHA 6ora lNepyHa.

Ha mangaHi naHyBaB pyX, AK Ha TOp3i nepea BWI3AO0M KyruiB-
rpeYHnKiB YOBHaAMM Ha niBAeHb. ToBnM KMeTiB Ta pabiB BMHOCKMAM 3
XUTHULb Ha nsiedax Mixu 3 60poWwHOM, BYAXXEHWHO, CaslloM Ta yCTaBs-
NN iX paaKoM y NpuUCTaHi, ae »Xaann Ha HUX A0Bri INNOBI YOBHK, 06-
Ma3aHi CMO/I0, 3 NaBkaMu Ta AoBrmMMu Becnamu. CKpi3b no ManaaHy
CUAIiNnN ryptkamMmu ApYXWUHHUKN-TpUAHi, cebTo npubidyHi BOSIKU KHSA3S,
3aWHATI BOEHHUM AifIoM. BOHW ocTpunu Medi, cnucu, Tonopu, npoby-
Banu NIyKu, orngganu natm Ta WwWutK, a yce Te cepe niceHb Ta XapTi..
Pa3 y pa3 3a4inaB xXTocb JloTa.

— [Jobpo 3 npuxoaom. JlioTe, WO, TU CMHA NpuBI3? — nNuUTaB
AKMNCb 3HAKOMU.

— Hi, ce TBOS XiHKa Tob6i npucnana, abu-cb He 3abyB, WO Ma€EL
CuHa, — BignosiB J1iOT.

— Konun X y MeHe HeMa XiHKu!

— Hy, a y MeHe cnHa HeMa.

3a AKMNCb Yac 3HOBY XTOCb 3a4enms iX.

— Tu pe po3gobysB oTCbOro nca? — nutann. — Ta wWwe N 3 nece-
HaAM!.. — pgopasanu, BKasyw4du Ha McTucnaea, WO yce ornsgas AuTS-
YMMU OYMMa, NoAMBNAB | 3abyB A3MKa y pPOTi.
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— Tt Ha TBOro 6aTbka, — orpusaBcs J1loT, — ce noro é6pataHumu.

— AK-T0?

— Hy, 3BiCHO SIK, neceHsa cTapin cobaui Bce cMHOM abo 6paTtaHu-
yeMm, a Tobi, Bigan, nepwmm 6paToM AOBOAMUTLCHA, MOXe, Hi? UK Hi, TO
Bubauan, TM, BUAKO, 3 iHLWOI byaun.

BKiHUi npuixann nepen CTamHi, Ae 4YMMano OTPOKiB NMpoBOAWUIIO,
YUNCTUNIO Ta Yixaxano kKoHen. Konn nobaumnu Jltota, cenyac Haabirnm
Ta B3sIM KOHS 4O CTaWHi. McTmncnas 3Mi3 TakoX i ctanyB 6ins JloTa.

— CTpax, 9K TyT Yy BacC ramipHo, y JicCi HaBiTb BECHOK TaKoro He
byBa€, — 3ayBaxuB.

— Yoro cononunwca? — rykHyB JltoT. — Kpauwe nogyMman, wo cka-
3aTn KHsa3eBi. Lo T06i 3i CbOro, WO TYT NOBULWI rasiku Ta BOPOHU. SAK
KHA3b Tebe npurme, To Harnagumwcs 4OCUTb, 3aKu Moigemo.

— len! He noraeuwcs, Jltote, Hi, 60 inemMo BXxe 3aBTpa! — nouy-
BCSA HArsa0 3a HUMU pPi3KUK, MONOAMIN ronoc.

JIlioT 0bepHyBCs, Haye raarkKa BXanuna moro y notuauuro, i no-
XWINB CeN 4yac roaoBy Ta 3irHyBCS, AOTUHAK4YM pyKOK 3emni. He 3Ha-
loUM YoMy, 3irHyeca MctucnaB i cobi, a Konu 3HOBY BUNPSAMUBCHA, MNO-
HSIB cenyac, Lo rnepes HUM caM KHS3b.

KHa3b 6yB 6e3 wonoma, a YopHe BOsocCs 3B'A3aHe 6yno y uyb
Ha BEepLUKY rosioBU peMiHHMM BOJIOKOM. YOpHi Byca oATiHOBanu Aob-
psye nuue 3 SCHUMU CUHIMK o4YMMa Ta ryctumMm bposamMu. Y niBoMy yci
BUCIiB KOBTOK i3 OAHMM KapbyHKY/IOM Ta ABOMa >XeM4yyramu, B Npodim
He Pi3HMBCA KHA3b HIYMM BiA CBOIX BOSIKIB. MlOoro cepeaHio pocTtoMm, ane
TYry, KOCTUCTY CTaTb YKPMBAB LWKIPpSAHUA oaAr, NpuKpaweHnn no be-
perax Mepexkamu, aKi Buwuna noro nwbuma xiHka Manywa. LWupo-
KW yepec 3i 3aCTPOMAEHMM HOXEM Ta Keslenom i KpuHki® upesii 3 6u-
yayol WKipn, rpybo OoKyTi, AONOBHANMN CTpiN. B pykax aepxas LWiTKy,
SIKOKO BUYMUCTUB CaMe CBOro SilobMMoro KoHsi. 3 ycei noro craTi Tak i
6buno 3p0poB’s, cmna, oxota Ao 6ot Ta NbOB A0 XUTTS i CBITY.

McTucnae no4vyyB A0 CbOro 4os0BiKa 3 Mepuwoi XBuai SKyCb Mo-
4yecCTb Ta 1060B, Haye A0 AKOroCb BeSbMU MOBAXHOro y poauHi As4b-
Ka abo ctapworo 6pata. Mixk TM J1lOoT OTIMMBCS | BiANOBiAAB KHA3EBI.

— Tum Kpauwe, KHa3w! JTioT He nwbutb, Wwob peTssi pxasinu, a
Ha Me4yax 6abun neknn nopocaTa, — BIAMOBIB.

— [lobpe kaxew! — 3acmiaBcs KHA3b. — A XTO ce 3 Tob6oto npu-
MWOB — CBOSIK?

— CBOSIK KHSA3€eBi No cnucy Ta paTtuwy, ane MnagaHosi i Pagoc-
naBsoBi BoecnaBnyaM i3 TUBEpPCbLKOro 3aniccd A0BOAUTLCA cCnpasAi
bpaToMm.

— bpatom? — TyT CBATOCNnaB 6UCTPO rNAsiHYB Ha MosoAus. —
MnapaH... MnagaH... — rosopus, a MOro odi npubpann SKMNCb OUBHUN
lKpunHuki — Benui.
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BMpa3s, i 34aBanocs, Wwo rnaante McTUcnasoBi Y HaUTanHiwi ranbunHm
Aylwi, — BOHM BNanu y 4yecHoMy 6010 oauMH Mo npasin, Apyrun — no
nisin pyui Big MeHe. Yepes ce i 1 MaB 4ac cracTu CBOI rosioBy... 3aga-
neko, 6a4, ToAi 3arHaBcsa MixX noraHux... Bci, wo 6ynu 3i MHO, 3rnHY-
nW... MnagaH... MnagaH... 6patom MeHi 6yB, He ciyroto... Takum byaew i
TW.

I noknae cBoOK Many, ane KpeMe3Hy i CUIbHY PYKy Ha pam’s Mo-
noaus. A cen rnaais y ci CMHi, MOB MopcC, rMMBOKi oui i Haye nig BNAn-
BOM SAKOICb TA@EMHOI CU/IM BIANOBIB:

— byay, KHsXe, KNsaHycs Ha 6aTbKOoBi KOCTI Ta Ha [epyHa!

— Ha Meuy, cnHy, kngaHucb! — ckasae CeBAToCnaB nosaxHo. — Lo
6orm MoOTOpsATb, HIXTO HE 3HA€E, Mey OAMH He MOKWAAE 4YonoBika, xiba
LLIO YOJIOBIK CaM MOro rnokKuHe.

— KngaHyCb MeyeM, KHSA310, WO nocnyXxy Tobi, sk cnyxuniu 6patu.

— apa3g! — sTiwmMBCcSA KHA3b. — Cnacubi T06i, JlioTe, Wo npuBsiB
cboro repos. Iam-Ho y ropoa, noknnd dobpuHio i Bonoaumupa, a tu,
xnonye... sk Tebe?

— McTucnas.

— A ™1, McTnucnaBee, XoaAu 3i MHOIO i pO3KaXXW MeHi, YOMY TU, BXe
TpeTin 3 poay, Maew 3a MHOK, B TOWM 4ac, Konu Apyri necatbox abo
ABaHaA4UATLOX CUHIB roaytoTb 3 OAHOI MMUCKWM 3a NiY4yk0 Ta HaBIiTb Ha
Kynana He nyckawTb, wob, 6auy, uyxi 6noxu He obkycann?

KHA3b MiginwoB A0 KOHSA, 9KOro YMCTUB, BCYHYB LWIiTKY Yy TOp6y
npu cigni, WwWo nexano 6ing KoHs, a noTiM nonpsimyeBas Yy aAsopwuile. o
A0po3i po3kasyBaB McTtucnae npo CBO cyabby i Have yragas, WO No-
nobaeTbCs KHA3eBi, a Wo Hi, 60 roBopnB KOPOTKO, 3B'93K0. CBATOC/AB
pa3 y pa3 rngaiB 3-nig oka Ha ToBapuvwla; a Konu cen 3ragas 3a Kano-
Kipa, No4YepBOHIB yBeCb, a McTMcnaB 3aMOBK B OAHi XBuNi. Bucoke
yono CesToCnaBa CTAMHY/I0CS yce y 3MOPLUKM, Haye CUHE Hebo, Konu
3Hi4YeB’'a HabiXaTb 3-Haa PyCcbKOro Mops YOpHi XMaploKu.

'ycTi 6poBU HaAKUINCSA, @ B o4ax 3abnuwann aKicb Taki CTpawHi
BOMHi, WwWo McTtncnas 3a4poxas.

«Ha MNepyHa! — nogymas. — [ope TOMY, XTO CTaHe WOMY Ha A0-
po3il»

— To BiH Ma€ TBOI rpmsHi? Cobaka rpek! — ckasaB KHSA3b Xpun-
KUM rOJI0OCOM, Y AKOMY 3By4asla Haye fikacCb CTPyHa AWMKOCTI i XXOPCTO-
KoCTi. — Ta mu Bigb6epeMo iX y Hboro. 5 3Hato, WO Y HbOro HEeYUCTI py-
KW, ane gokasiB He Mal. Tak caMo i BoeBoga dapnad... — TYyT KHSA3b
CTaHyB i 3BepHYBCSA A0 MOJsi0ALS.

— Xnonye! — ckaszaB. — TW TYT Yy>XUW, HIKOro He 3HAEL, HIiXTO i
Tebe He 3Ha€, npaBaa?

— Tak, KHsXe, Xiba oanH JtoT.

— Ce Hivoro, ce 30/10TO He YONOBIK. Ane TW... yMIi€ElWl T MOBYaTU?
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— Ak 6aTbkoBa Moruna. Nonpobyn, KHsXxe, nobaun.

— Hy, rapa3sa! bauuw, omke, MeHi 30aeTbcs, Wwo Papnad i Kano-
Kip KYOTb KpaMosly nNpoTn MeHe. Tu 3Hau ce i, 6epexydyn meHe, cnigm
3a IX HOXXaMn Ta Meyamu, Wobu KOTpUM He 3HaAWLWOoB AOPOrn 4O MOro
cepusi. 4 cmepTi He 6otocs, nuwe 3paaun... Ane ocb roeopuTtn Tobi Npo
Cce HeBiIbHO HIKOMY — HaBiTb Yy CHi! [loHaB?

McTncnas NOKJ/IOHUBCA.

— byay, KHAXe, TBOIM OKOM TaM, Ae TBOE He CArHe, Ta TBOIM LWMn-
TOM, Ae TBOro He byae!

— [lobpe, a Tenep po3kasyun gani!

I, po3smoBAgO4Nn, NN y ABOopuULLE.
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VI
HE I'ASIOIH, KHSIJKE, YYXKOI 3EMAI!

Y TbMaBi MNPUEMHIN KiMHATI KHSAXOro ABOpuULLA XAaJsla Ha KHA3S
yMMana Toena nwgen. Y gopormx wybax Ta wankax, NpukpaweHi 30-
NOTUMU Ta CPiIBHNUMM NaHUOramm, CaMoUBITHUM KaMiHHAM Ta LWOBKaMMU,
CUAINW | CTOANU PYCbKi Kynui-rpeyHuKn, MK KUMKW BUAOHINO i KinbKa
rpekiB 3 YOpHUMKU 6opodgamm Ta 6AUCKYUYMMM OUMMA, Y CUHIX TYHiKax
Ta XOBTUX can’aHusx. Nopyy HUX BigdiNbHO CTaHy/NM 3eMCbKi 6osipu,
Lo He bpanu y4yacTi y noxoai, a MiXX HUMN BU3HAYABCS BESIETEHCbKOro
POCTY MYX, MOXe, LWiCTAeCATUNITHIN, 3i cuBoo 60poaoto, y LWOSOMIi Ta
AOpOrin Bi3aHTINCbKiM 36poi. pn HbOMY CTOSAB ABAHAAUSATUAITHIN X10-
neub MiuHoi 6ynoBu Tina, 3 TEMHO-CUHIMKX O4YMMa Ta TEMHUM BOJIOCCSIM,
ane 3 AMBHO NpaBUIbHUMKW YepTaMn MU Ta NOBINIbHUMKW pyXaMu Tina.
XTO rnsAiB Ha HbOro, ToM HemoB 6auuMB, WO XJONYMHA CUJIOKD Bramo-
BYE BMOYXM CBOIX GaxaHb Ta npucTtpacten, Bigb6NNCKMU AKUX NOSABUIN-
CA XBUNSMU Y FTINOUHI Moro 3iHmub. CNOKIMHO i po3Ba)HO rNa4inm Bo-
HW Ha CBIiT, Haye nepegyyBaryn Ty 3a4a4y, Ky KOJIMCb MaB CMNOBHUTHU
came Ton MonoaeLb.

CuM BUCOKUM cTapueM y 36poi 6ys Boesoga dobpuHs, a noro mMo-
nogvn ToBapuw — ce MoAoauMn KHA3b Bonogmmup, cuH ynwobneHuui
Cegatocnasa, Manyui.

Mo apyromMy 6oui KiMHaTKM CTOSN0 3 ABaAUSTb OPYXHUX MYXIB Y
Bi3@HTINCbKMX Ta BapsA3bKMX 36posx abo i 6e3 HUX, y WKIipsSHUX KanTa-
HaX, LWMPOKUX YepKecax Ta Lankax 3 ByXaMu.

KHA3b CiB Ha CcTineub, SKUW noganu momy cnyru, i 0bKnMHyB 30poM
yBecb 36ip. McTucnas, Wwo cTtoss npu asepsax, 6aume, Sk Ha nunui Cea-
TocnaBa NokKasasCs rMyMAMBUA YCMiX, @ MOro ronoc, konu obizesascs
yrneplwe, 3a3ByyaB pi3K0O, Haye CKperiT pi3aHOro KaMeHs.

— [apa3g, naHose 6ospu! A i BaM, rpeubkKi rocti, ,obpo 3 npuxo-
aAom! Lo > npuHocuUTe 3 MO€EI XepCcoHecbKol Ta bonrapcbkKol BONOCTI?
Un xuBe e Heapyr Haw i Baw kecap IeaH Lumicxin?! Yn natpuuin?
Kanokip y»xe nepeTdarHyB Ha CBOK CTOPOHY BCiX 608p LapCbKoro npe-
CTOJIbHOro ropoaa?

3-NOMiX rpekiB BUCTYNUB Harnepen MyX Yy cepegHix nitax 3 bara-
TUM NAHUIOroM Ha Wi, a 3a HUM ABaHaaudaATb pabiB HeCNno AapyHKW:
30/10Ti Ta CpibHi MUCKKU, CBIYHUKU, KYOKWN, KOBTKWU, NAaHUIOMU, MPSAXKKU

ToanHn I Uumicxin — iMnepaTtop BizaHTii y 969-976 pp. MaTpuLiii
Kanokip — nocratb iCTOpU4YHa.
MaTpuuiit — TUTYN AOCTOMHMKaA Y BisaHTii. — ABT.
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Ta 3anNuHKKM | 3BOI BeNNMYaBMX NaBOMOK, Ha AKX 6ynn BUTKaHI 30/10TOM
NeBun, Opaun, KOHI, NtoAn Ta BCiNAKI Ka3KOBi MOTBOPMU.

— XTO TU? — NOCMNUTAB KHA3b.

— 4 pab pabiB TBOIX, Balla KHSAXa BUCOYICTb, [apTeHin, cymunp-
HUM pab 6oxun i3 JopocTony, NpUXoaxy sik nocon Big naTtpuuis Ka-
nokipa 3 lNepecnaBw.

McTucnaBoBi ax MOPO3 MilWOB Mo3a WKipy, KoM no4vys ce iM'g.
BiH 36nia, K CTiHa, | rNa4iB nuwe, BUTPIWMBLUKX OYi, HA MyXa, SKUN 3
06N1eCHMM YCMiXOM Ta NOKIPHMM JIMLEM C/yXaB CNOBa KHA34.

— S Tak i gymas, WO TU We TyT y Hac He bys, 60 6auy, Wo cra-
HYB MK TUMMU, AKUM [ello He BCMaK MniwamM MOl moxoau Ha NiBAEHb.
Konun ToMy Tpu pokun knasca 4 Kanokiposi Ha lNepyHa Ta Beneca, cTo-
S1IB BiH Ta ApPYrM MOro Mixk MoiMU rpuaHsaMmn. HUHI YOMYCb-TO BM BigLy-
panucs Big HUX, a NpuUcTann Ao Moix nayrosux 6osap. Ce Benbmun no-
BaXHi Ta fobpi noan, i 9 1M 4yecTi He yrUMalo, afe ce He napa BaM, Hi
HaMm, Wo bepeMocs NoBanuTU BenuUKOro kecaps y Llapropogai, a noca-
AVTU Ha NOro npecTosii MasieHbKOro XepcoHecus.

Inki cnosa CeaTocnasa noginann® Ha nocnis, Haye BiApO Xonoa-
HOT BOAM.

Jinus ix nomeptBinn, nobniann. BoHu, 6a4, Hanakanuca, wo
KHA3b NPOrnsaaiB ix ABONMYHY rpy i Aobpe posymie, wo Kanokip 6ys
NnLe KYKJI0l LapropoAcbkKoro Kecaps — a MiXK TUM BOHW BipuUaun y
NOro NerkoBipHICTb.

«BiH cMieTbCca 3 Hac, — noraganu, — a 3a XBW/IWHY BE/UTb HABO-
niyn Ha nanb abo BMKONOTM odi. bepexiTb Hac, cnace, i TM, npeyunc-
Tal»

Ane Tak He 6yno, i NocnAM WBWNAKO YCMOKOININCSA, KON KHA3b 3a-
roBopuB fani.

— boiTteca Uumicxia? Hy nobpe, ane 9 noro He 6otocs. AKwWwo no-
CTaBUTe MeHi yce Te, Wo obiusanu, To ManeHbKMN XepcoHeceub csaae-
Taky B 30J10TiN NanaTi KecapiB Ha BENMKOMY MNpecTosii. ToMy MoxeTe
CMifI0 CTYNMWUTU 3HOB Ha ToMn BiK KiMHaTK, ae 6psxunTb 36posa MOET Apy-
XWHW Ta Ae CUAUTb Ha MasieHbKOMY rMpecTosli Be/IMKUU KHSA3b, LWO
CTpaxiB He 60iTbCA.

MapTeHin 3iTXHYB, i OKICHMIM NOrnNsa4 Moro o4en ynas i3-nig no.ik
Ha FNYPTOK KHSXUX APYXWUHHUKIB, MiX SKMMU BU3HA4YaBCs AOpiAHUN bi-
NABUN MYX 3 PYM'SSHUM NIMLUEM Ta BEMKUMWU KPYrInMu oynma — dap-
naao.

Mctucnas nobir 30poM 3a NornsgaoM rpeka i nobaums, K Bapsr
TPiNHYB 3ripAHO NanbLUSaAMU.

— KHsasw! — BignosiB nocon. — FocnoanH Min, natpuuin Kano-
Kip, Hegapma cnasuTb Nig Hebeca po3yM TBOEI AOCTOMHOCTI. Tu cenyac

1|_|O£I,iJ'IaTVI — BMNJVBATMW.
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3aMiTUB, WO MW MPUULWIN ClOAM 3i CMM, 3 YMM MNPUXOAUNIN KOJIUCH.
IBaH LinMicxin BepHyBCS 3i cxoay, i K yce Besiocsl B XWUTTi, Tak i Tenep
BEpHYBCS NOGIAHWMKOM, @ 3 HUM CTOTUCSYHE BIMCbKO. YCi Halwi NpuK-
NOHHUKU MOKWHYNK Hac, 6araTto rpowa, sikMi NONAMB Yy iX MilUKK 3
XepcoHecy Ta [opocTtony, nponano. Kecap BeniB yaywunTu CUHA i
ocninnTn 3419 natpuuia Kanokipa, a caM 36upa€eTbcsa iTM BIMHOK Ha
Bonrapito. Ocb YoMy npuixanu Mn, KHA310, ocTepertn Tebe i HaBKoNiW-
Kax 6naratu: «Ign, kHAa3t0, 3 bonrapii, BepTancs Ha Pycb Ta Xau npu-
rigHoi xBuni. MNokn wo He 6narocnoBuTb 60r HawoOMy rocnoAMHOBI Ha
npecTos, Hi Tobi Ha 6bonrapcbKi BoNoCTi. 3axAiM, a 3a Kifibka NiT, ne.-
HO, 3HOBY Npunae Haroga Biabutn BTpadeHe!» Ha aokas BiYHOI ApYyXK-
6u Ta wupoi nbosi nocnnae Tobi ocb Ti gapu!

CBATOCNaB HaBiTb He rMAHYB Ha cKapbu, 4Ki 3710)XKeHO Yy Moro
cTin, a Ha siki nacum okom rnaainu ®apnad Ta Bapsaru. Moro nuue no-
6niano, a Ha 4Yono BUCTYNUa KpuUBaBa, aXk CUHSA Xunna, O3HaKa rHiBy.

— To Tak? — no4yas TUXUM, XPUMJIUM FOJIOCOM. — TaKoi cniBa€Te
Tenep, KON APYXWHHWUKK MOi CTOoATb 3a [lyHaeM nig 6pamamm Pyme-
nii?! Hy, rapasa! 9 He TarHy Kanokipa 3a 6opoay. Xoye... TO HexaMl,
Npo MeHe, cnauTb y [lopocTosi Ta nepebupae 4otku abo ige uinysatu
KONliHa Kecapsa Ta 3anfaTtuTb 3a HYXAEHHE XWUTTS HOCOM Ta ByxaMu,
s3MKOM abo oumma. S obingycsa 6e3 HbOro Ta noigy cam aobyeBatu He-
B'siHy4oIi cnasun abo cMmepTi i caay Ha npecToni cam abo nornbHy! Kpa-
e camMoMmy, onepwucb 06 gepeBo, 6OPOHUTU XUTTH, UMM TMOBIPUTH
NOro OXOpoHYy Tpycosil..

fonoc CedaTocnaea Kpinwas B Mipy Toro, sk rosopus. [lpu cno-
Bax: «4 obingycs 6e3 Hboro» — BCTaB i BUMPSIMMB CBOK MOrydy, re-
POWCbKY rpyAab, Ha4ye HacTaBAso4uM ii BOPOrosi.

XUTPUN FpeK 3irHyBCS We HUXYe.

— Benukunn kHa3w! — BignosiB. — Kanokip He AyMa€ HaBiTb Mo-
KUHYTW pAaiB APY>XWHW TBOEI AOCTOMHOCTI i 3a cebe He 60iTbCs. BiH
APOXUTb NNWE 3a XUTTS TBOE i TBOEI APYXUHU. ToMy bnarae Tebe gk
HaMBIpHiWMN Apyr, wobn T He Kuaas CBOro 6e3uiHHOro XuUTTa Y
CTpalHi Hebe3nekn HepiBHOro 60ot. [lpyra Haroga MoXe Jy4YUTUCH,
ane gpyre XutTtsa Hikonu. Konu 3rmHeTe, TU i ApYyXKHa, XTO X o6opo-
HUTb Kanokipa?

3 3avyayBaHHAM rnaHyB CBATOCNaB Ha rpeka, B CYMHIiBi, UM He
CKpuMBAMB NOro Nigo3piHHAM TPYCOCTi, Ae NpoMoBAsna TiNbku gpyxba.
ToMy CKa3aB BXe narigHiwe:

— BepTan y [lopocCcTon i CKaxu, Wo s igy 3 ApyXuHot. Kanokip
Hexan He 60iTbcsa 3a MeHe. Konin caM roToBUMN TMHYTU, HY, TO 3rMHEMO
obnasa — 6yane Beceniwe. A aKWo nobiaMMo, 4oro Haaitcs, To NMOCMi-

l!Pymenia (Pomenis) — BisaHTia, pomei — rpeku, ski Sk oauH 3 6ara-
TbOX HaApoAiB Hacenanun BisaHTilo.
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emMocst 3 noro obasn. Ckaxm mMoMy, WO 9K HEMA Ha CBITI ckapbiB, AKKN-
MW MOXXHa 6M MeHe KynuTu, Tak HeMa Ha CBiTi Hebe3nekun, ka 3aep-
>kxana 6u MeHe Big HaMipeHOro Ta BMpIilLEHOro noxoay.

Hn3eHbKO NOK/OHUANCS NOCNK | BUNWNN. KHA3b CiB 3HOBY Ha CTi-
nbuUi i 3agymaBcsd, nepebupatoum nanbusiMm TeMHUN 4yb Ha BepLuKky
ronosu. Bci MoBYyanu i nepewinTyBasuCa HUWKOM. JlnweHb dapnad
MOKMHYB CBOE MicLle Npu KHA3EBI | 3a njiedymMma ycix npsaMyBaB A0 ABe-
pen 3a rpeubknMu nocnamu. 3a HMM 3bupascs [0 sigxoay i McTtucnas,
60 HagisBCcs, WO CTpiHeTbCA 3 lMapTeHieEM, — KOMM Harno No4yBCS ro-
NOC KHA34:

— He Bigxoan we, ®apnade, MOCAYXaEMO, WO CKaXyTb HaLli
3eMCbKi 60apun Ta orHuwaHu!

JInue ®apnadga noyepBOHINO, Haye y XJsonus, SIKOro 3/10BMSATb Y
4y>XOMy cafy. BiH BepHyBCA Ha CBO€ Micue, a McTucnaB CcKOpuUCTaBCS
i3 pyXxy, SKMn BUHUK MiX 3ibpaHnMK, i CTaHyB Heaaneko asepen, wobu
BUATU We nepea apyrmmmn. Mixx TUM 3-rnoMixx 604p BUCTYNMB CTapumn
MyTtaTta 3 Kueea, HU3bKUN, 3 KPUBMUM HOCOM, WO, MOB KJOB rpabixkHOI
NTULIi, BUCTaBaB 3i CyXOpnsaBOro, onasieHoro BiTpamMum nuus.

— KHga3t CedaTocnase, — HayaB. — MeHe BMbpanun 3eMcCbKi rpo-
Maan 6eciaHMKoOM, Wwobu A noknae To6i Ha cepue 6aXkaHHA MOSSAHCb-
KUX rpoMaga.

CesTOoCnas CTArHyB 6poBu rpisHo, ane BiAnoBiB CMOKINHO:

— He rpomMagu MeHe MNoCTaBW/IM KHA3EeM, He BOHWM Aal0Tb MEHi
AaHb Ha Xapui An19 MOEI APYXWUHU, TOX i HE MOXYTb BMMaratu, wobun 4
6yB IM Ha BUCNYINn.

— Ce npaBpaa, KHsAXe, — cKa3as Ha Te [lytata. — KHAa3b Irop xo-
AnB Ha nonwoaas i 3éupas 60powHO, WKipK, BiCK Ta Men. Tomy i nto-
6uB Moro Hapoa, a noraHi neyeHirn He 3abirann Ao Hac pik y pik, Irop
NMbHYyBaB 3eMNi 6aTbKiB, | 3eMns...

— [okpwuna noro, B6uToro gepesBngHamMu, — AOKIHUMB 3a [yTaTy
KHA3b.

— He 3emna noro sbuna, a BnacHa HeCuTb, — BiAMNOBIB 60SIpUH.

— lycte ropoavuw, lyTato! — KAWKHYB KHA3b. — Irop NUNbHY-
BaB Bac, i B BOMNM MOro, a 3a pik-ABa CKaXeTe Le, Wo i Moram mnoro
B6UTK 6€3 cyay, 60 X noro, sk paba, rogysanu. 4 He pab, MeHe roay-
BaTW He byaeTte, 9 cam rogyBaTuMmy cebe i Apy>XUHY OCb YnM!

TYyT KHA3b YAApWB PYKOK MO pPYKOATI Meya.

— KHsxe! — 3ayBaxu cTtapum yTsaTa noBaXKHO. — 3Hato, WO TH
Hac, MUPHUX 3eMnsH, He nbuw i He cnyxaew — pobpe! Ane cuBumn
BOJ1IOC LWAHYBATU € NOBUHHICTIO YCiX, Ce 3aKOH Mnpaaiais, TOMy NMNOBUHEH
i TM BUCNyXaTH, Wo Tobi roBopsATb CcTapui TBOro Hapoay!

KHSXKiI ApY>XUHHUKU rSHYAM Ha CeaTocnasa, 60 crnoaisanucs oa-
HOro 3i cux BMOYXiB AMKOro rHiBy, nepen ssKMMuM Tak ycCi gpuxanu, ane
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o aneo! KHs3b onNyCcTUB ros1oBYy, NOTEP YOJSI0 PYKOI i 3aMOBK cenyac.

— lNpaBaa TBOSA, 6aTbKy, — CKasaB Mo XBWJi, — roBopu, WO 3Ha-
€w, cnyxato!

— Cnyxan, kHa3w! B Tebe wupe, 3010Te, pycbkKe cepue, a He
rpeubKa igb, Hi Bapsi3bKUMN KaMiHb. TOMY i caM 3Ha€w, wo Tobi He rpo-
3UTb Y Hac cyabba Irops. Tn He Irop, a TBOSA ApyXuWHA — ce, NO Haun-
6inbLWin 4vacTi, TakM Hawi Aitn Ta BHYKM. Ce ga€E HaM npaso 6axaTu
cobi, wobun BoHU rMHynn anga gobpa PycbKoi 3eMni, a He ANng TBOEI Nn-
e cnaeu. Tn Ha nonaasa He Xoaull, HaM Higkoro aina Ao tebe, ane
Hawi AiTm r’MHYTb 3 To6O, a IX Burogyesann Mu. He kynunm mu tebe,
He KynuB Th iX. ¥ Tebe TBOE npaBo, Y Hac Hawe. Ocb 6bauunw, AOKN CU-
nis y ITini' xo3apcbkuit karan?, 3piaka nokasyBasncs AWLLEHb MNeYeHi-
M y Hawmx crtenax. Po3neTinnca xo3apcbKi NacTyxu no CXigHWX nyc-
TUHAX, BUTMHYNM XN1i6opobun Ta Kynui, oCTaBCcsa CcTen, a no Tux crenax
rynsi€e opaa. Tu cam, KHsXe, He pa3 i He aABa nobigme ixX, Ta WO 3 TOro?
Ton camum rpim, WO po3bmuB X03apCbKy Aep>XaBy, OTBOPMB IM TaKOX
BopoTa Ha Pycb. 36arHu, oTxe, cBOiM po3yMoM, CBaTocnase, Wo TOOI
pobuTn. He [O KHA34 OTCe Kaxy, Sinwe A0 pycuHa-nonsaHuHa 3 Kuesa.

CedTOCnaB He BianosiB 3pa3y 604puHOBI. BiH BAMBNABCS Yy NpoC-
Tip o4MMa HaTXHeHHoro 6osHa, a gani no4yas:

— bonrapis, MNepedacnaseub, [yHan, 3ono0Ta BizaHTia — ce pan!
Konun s iwoB Ha xo03ap, nedeHirie, B’'aTndiB, 6axaB 9 NMOKOPUTU X BaM
Ha cnaBy, i BOHW NOKOpUNUCA nepen BamMu. Bu ctanm cunbHilWWMMK Big
yCiX HapogiB 3eMni, HaBiTb Big Kecaps, 60 i BiH ApMXUTb Nepen HaMu
Yy CBOEMY TepeMi. Ta Tenep xouy it Tyau i B3aTn cobi 6onrapceky 3e-
mnto, cobi i BaMm. Ce cepeamHa MoOE€i 3emni. Tam 301010, cpibno, na.o-
0KM, WOBKWK, 36pos, BUHO, a 3 Pyci xni6, pnba, wkipa, Bick, mepq i ve-
naab. Tam BUroga, AOCTATOK, COHAYHI nond i niyru, CBiTNO i Tenno, ce
BonocTtb Adaxbora. A BaM ymMani 6bapuwi NpunayTb 3 TOPriBAi y CUX
HOBUX 3eMaX. Moxe, Hi? Tox g 3006yay cen Kpaun, a 3a pik BEpHyCS i
MNOKIHYY 3 MOraHMMK, K MOKIHYMB 3 Xo3apamun. Hy, wo X, [yTaTo,
BAOBO/INBCS?

— Yu ™K, KHA310, nigew y lMNepescnaseub, UM TYT OCTaAHELWCS, Ha
ce TBOSA KHsXa BONA, — BianosiB [lyTaTa, OMMHAO4YM NpsaMy BiANOBIAb
Ha 3anuUTaHHS, — PO3Bax NuLWe, WO HisKi 6aratcTBa He 3aniaTHaTb 3a
BCHO KPOB Ta C/bO3MU, WO MOJUIKOTbCA 3 TBOEI MPUYUHU Yy CcTenax i Ha
[yHai, BKiHUi yBakan, wobun, wyKatoun 4YyxXoi 3eMni, CBOEI He BTpa-
TUB. Benukot € noaceka 3no06a, a 30 gopagHUKK i pigHy AUTUHY BMi-
I0Tb NigUbKyBaTM Ha 6aTbka abo N ogHoro piaHoro 6pata Ha Apyroro.

'11inb — cronuus Xosapcbkoro karaHaTy B VII-X CT., BuLle Cy4acHOi
AcTtpaxaHi Ha p. ITinb (Bonra). 3pynHoBaHa B 965 p. KWIBCbKMM KHs3eM CBATOC-
NaBoM.

2KaraH — xaH, Bonoaap. Cs Ha3Ba npuitHanacs onicns i y Hac — ABT.
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Tn, CBaToCnaBe, MOryuYnin KHA3b, TakU, SKOro He 6yno we Ha Halwin
3eMni, Ta NpoTe TK nuwe 4onosik. LLlo 6yae aiatnuca y TBoin 3eMni, Ko-
v Hag Toboto BiANpaBnsATb TPU3HY? XTO yAepXUTb B nocnyxy 6onrap,
X03ap, B'aTn4iB? TBOI CMHM HaBIiTb A0 HoBropoaa mTn He Xo4yTb, 60 iM
3a4aneKko... ToMy He cnig cobi we 4yxmx 3emenb wykaTtu, a 3ibpatu
B/IACHY B O4HY PYKY Ta 3NYy4YUTU 1i, 9K 3eMJli 04HOI poanHu!

KHA3b CTArHyB 6poBM i Xaas, BUAKO, HETepnennBo KiHua 6ecigun
MyTatn. Konun ctapeub CKiHYMB, NiAHAB PYKY Ha 3HaK, LLO X04Yye roBo-
pUTN.

— Cnyxante, lNyTaTo, i BU, 609pU: AOKU LLe KPOB KpaCUTb MOE
nvue 300pos’aM, agoku Jaxbor nogae cmniy MoOiM paMeHaM, a yaap Mo-
ro Meya, Haye yaap lNepyHa, TOpoOWUTb BOPOXi Yepenu, A0TU He Bipto,
lWo6bmn 3 MOIX PYK MOr/I0 BUMACTM KEpPMO KHSAXOI BNacTi. Mol CMHK Ta 1X
BOEBOAM 3aCTYM/IATb MEHe Ta CBITUTUMYTb BOporaM 4m OyHTIBHUKaM Yy
o4i MeyeM i noxexerw. BOHM TBOPUTUMYTb TaKOX Y MOEMY iMeHi npas-
Ay NAsiM Ha cyAi Ta NpUHOCUTUMYTb XepTBu 6oram 3a cebe Ta Hapoga.
Konu 9 BepHyCb, — He ckopuwe, — ocsaay Yy Kuesi i 3pobnto yce Te, yo-
FO XO4yTb Big MeHe 604pu. A MOKK WO HexXan cen, AKoMy no 6aTbKOBI
HIYOro He HaNeXuTbCAa y CnaalWMnHi, Bi3bMe 3eM1t0, KOTPOI HiIXTO He XO-
ye... Bonognmnpe, tm bypew kHa3eM y Hosropogi, a Boesoaa [1o6punHs
nomMoxe To6i y NpaBniHHI, AKLWO He cTaHe Tobi yMinocTi.

BonoognMup nokpacHiB, MOro nperapHi odi 3aropinncs 6/MCKoM.
BiH cTynnuB ABa KpOKW Bnepea, 34aBasiocs y nepuin XBuni, WO KUHe-
TbCS Ha WM CBOEMY TaToBi. Ta [Jo6bpmHA WenHyB MOMY A0 yXa KifibKa
cniB, i xnoneub yKNaK y cTin 6aTbKa, Knagyun pPyKy Ha Med, SKUK
CBATOCNaB AepXaB y pyuLi.

— KngaHycsa Ha lNepyHa, Beneca Ta BCix 6oriB 3eMni, BoaAn Ta BO3-
Ayxa i Ha cen Med, 0bopoHY i OMiKy YCiX, WO WYKalTb NpaBan y XuT-
Ti, WO AOXOBal BipW KHA3eBi Ta C/yxaTuMy BCiX MOro HakasiB. Pyka
MOS Ta rosoBa 3aBcCign 6yayTb TpyaAUTUCSA MO BOJi MOro, OKN He po3-
AinnTb Hac Mapa-CmepTb!

CBATOCMaB NOK/aB pPyKy Ha Ky4yepsiBin rosioBi CMHa i NigHIC o4i Ha
Heb6o, MoB y mMonuTei. poboBa MoBYaHKa NaHyBasa y 360pi, HaBiTb
XPUCTUAHN, SKUX Byno TaM Kifibka, MOBYanu, NepenHsaTi NnoBaro XBu-
ni. 34aBanocs, Wo Haj cer Xson'sa4olo ronosBkow byse HeBMAMMO re-
HiKn Byay4YMHU Ta HIXTO He 3HaB, WO ce reHin éyaydymHm ycei PycbKoi
3eMi.
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VII
IIEPITII KPOKH

Konu nicnga 3acigaHHs KHSXO0i pagn Mctucnas BUMLWIOB NOrNsa4itm
Ha [lMapTeHid, He 3HaWWOB YyXe noro, 3ate nobaums dapnada, AKUN
AONNTYBABCA 3a rpeubkMMM nocnaMmm NOMiXK APYXMHHUKAMKU Ta Kynuda-
MU. BOHW Bignosigann Momy, WO NOCAM TakuM cenyac Bia'txann 4YoBHa-
Mn. McTucnae 4yB Cl BiANoBigb i 6aumB, sIK MOYEpBOHINO 3 Aocaau
nvue Bapsra. BiH 3aTUCHYB M'ACTYKM Ta 3aKNgB CTuUxa, ane BiaTak
yaapus cebe pyKok no 4ohi i, MOCBUCTYIOUM, MIlLOB Y CBOKO KBapTUPY.

«Bupgko, BiH MaB aino ao lapTeHia, — nogyMmae monogeub, — i,
NeBHO, 3HAE, Ae BiH... aHy X 60, Nnpobynmo LwacTtal»

I 3 noknoHoM npuctynuse ao ®apnada.

— Akwo 6naropoaHU |<0HyHr1 6a)ka€e WBMAKOro NocnaHus, To 4
AOXeHY YOBHM BepxoM! — ckazaB. — S 6e3 cnyxbu Tta xniba, Bosoyy-
cq 3a baratumum noAbMMU | pago Nocnyxy Tobi.

dapnad nease raHyB Ha MonoAus i UMW 3ripAHO NOTPSAC rosio0-

BOIO.

— Hi! — BignosiB. — MeHi He Tpeba nocnaHuiB, Hi CNyr 3 pyCbKo-
ro naemeHi. A BNpo4iM, He Tak-TO SIerko AorHaTtu Koro-Hebyab Ha 6uc-
Tpin Teuil.

— 4 poxeHy!

— He notpeba, ian cobi! — 3acmiasca ®apnadp. — bnaropogHuin

MapTeHri Ta apnb> ®apnad o06iinayTbcs 6e3 Takux NoCnaHLuiB, SK TW.

Mctmncnae noknoHuecs, ®apnad BigivwoB, NOCBUCTYIOUYU, Adfb-
we.

Tak, oTXe, He BAasnoca MonoAauesi gisHaTtuca nNpo Micue, Ae nepe-
6yBaB lMapTeHin. 3aTe Ai3HaBCA, WO MiXK HUM | ®apnadoM € 3HOCUHMU |
To yacTi. Cen ycnix 3agoBosibHMB McTucnasa. Konu nomy BaacTbCsl He
BTpaTnutKn 3 ouyen ®apnada, 1o, NeBHO, Hanae llapTeHia Ta 3axanae€
Bil HBOrO paxyHKiB 3a MOro BUMHKK. Toadi 3poannacs y ayuwi Mmonoaus
NOCTaHOBA He NMoKMAaTWU 3HaWAeHOoro cnigy Hisawo y ceiTi. O60B’s30K
MEeCTi 3a KpuBAy Bpic Tak rmMmMboko B MOro aAyuwy, Wwo y nepwin xsuni
3abyB HaBiTb 3@ 060B'A3KMN, HANOXEHi HA HbOro KHA3eM. Ane BKOPOTUI
Haragas cobi ix i cenyac ynoxus cobi nnaH NOCTynoBaHHSA. Biawykas
JlloTa Ta nepenaB MOMY Ha NepexoBYBaHHS CBi Me4 Ta LLWOJIOM, a CaM
niwoB y ABOpuLLE BapArie, Ae HAaCTaBHUK Bpas i3 yenaanlo 3axoamBcs
6ina Beuepi.

!KoHyHF — Ha3Ba Bonogaps y saparis. — ABT.
29 pnb — CKaHAIHABCbKUI KHA3b. — ABT.
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— Yoro T106i? — cnuTas ABOpeLbKUA MONoALUS.

— 3 NpUKa3sy KHA3S8 NPpUNMITb MeHe MiX yensab! — npocme MCTu-
cnas.

— XTO TN?

— ... 60sipuH!.. A XTO 5, ce He TBOE Aino!

MuMoBONi Ta MMMO HeaocCTaui A0CBiAy, HauMWOB MoOJsioAeub Hal-
Kpawmnn crnocib noctynoBaHHS 3a ABipcbkuMKM 6nwogonmsamun. [isope-
LbKUW rNa4iB XBUAKO Ha AOPiAHY Ta CTPYHKY CTaTb Monoaus, BKiHUI
CKJIOHMB roJIoBY MOKIpPHO i CKa3aB:

— Konun Tak, 1o nan. bnaropoaHun 6osapuHe, Ta pobu, WO XO-
yew, s npo Tebe HIKoMY Hi cnoBa He ckaxy. KnsaHycb NepyHoM!

I McTncnas ocTtaBcs MiX cny»x6010.

Mpwn Be4yepi 3acino Ao ctoniB NoHag TpucTta Bapsris. ®apnad cu-
AiB caM KiHeub CToNa Ta BUAaBaB nNpukasun. I xoy Bapsaru manm 3smyam
6arato nuTKM Npw iai, BiH NMMB Mano i CKOPO NOKMHYB KiMHaTy. Konn Bu-
MWOB, BUCYHYBCS 3@ HUM i McTucnas.

Kputouncb nonia napkaHaMmy Ta ropaMu MillKiB, BOBHAHUX MOKPU-
Ban, cigen, NoMixx ToBnamMm crnasgumx abo cnasumx ApY>XUHHUKIB, Chi-
AyBaB MOJsioZeLlb 3a BOEBOAOK BapAriB ax A0 NOCAigHiX xaT, Ae npobi-
rasia Bynmus, WO OKpYy>XXasla yBeCb OCTPOr. 3a HeK DKUIMCA yxe nani
yacTtokonie. ®apnad CTtaHyB Ha BifibHIN Bynuui W ornsHyecsa. Mctuc-
naB npunae A0 3eMi, ane 3-3a yria KpanHboi XaTu, Nig Ko yKpuea-
BCS1, cnigns 6UCTpO 3a BOEBOAOK. A noBejiHka Toro 6byna cnpasai 4y-
AHa. 3N10XMBLUM PYKWN AOBKOJA YCT, 06i3BaBCA TpUUi COBOK. 3a XBWUJIIO
no4vynuncsa aecb 3 Bigaani Taki caMi 3Haku, a Toai ®apnad niginwos A0
yactokony i 6e3 Tpyay Buaobys ABa KifikM, SKMMW NpubuBaHO nani
4aCTOKOy A0 nonepeyvyHux nat. YaonuHi 6ynun nani nigpisani, a Hapi3un
NPUKPUTO 3EMNEID.

«apHo! — nopgymaB Mctucnae. — Taki 4yoTupu nani, i nponano
MOry4ye ropoauvuie KUIBCbKUX KHA3IB».

Mixk TMM ®apnad 3aCTpOMMB Kifiku MiXK Apyri nani, wobu He no-
rybunucsa, a cam niginwosB skpas 40 cei XxaTu, nig Kok 4vaiscsa Mctuc-
nas, i BiAgKMHYB 3acyB. BiaTak crtaB obxoanTu xaTy AOBKOMA, i Harno
cTepnna wkipa Ha Mctucnaeosi... Momy Hikyau 6yno TikaTv. [loBkona
BilbHE Micue, a Hanbnuxdi napkaHu AOBONI faneko, — 3aKu 3Mir 6u
nobirtn, nesHo, nobaume 6m abo nodys 6m Moro Bapsr. 3ipsaBcs, OT-
Xe, Ta piwms i cobi 06inTK xaTy Apyrot CTOPOHOK, Hayde foBeub, Wo
Tikae goBkona rpyboro aepesa nepen TypoM abo kabaHoM.

TUXUM, HEYYTHUM KPOKOM MYCTUBCHA Y340BX CTiHU, i, AKpa3 KOU
CTaHyB nepea TEMHMMU ABepuMa, MOYYINCHA FOMI0CUM MNPU YacCTOKOJII.
OAHUM CKOKOM HaunwoBcs McTtucnas y xaTi. BoHa 6yna noBHa 6040k 3
pnboto Ta B'A3aHMX Yy 3BOI BOSIOBUX WKip. Came y Cin XBUJli BUNLLOB 3-
3a XMapu Micsub BMOBHI i pO3'ICHMB Aelwo KPOMIlWHI MiTbMy XaTu
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Kpi3b BY3€HbKi BikHa Ta Big4nHeHi asepi. McTtucnae fiegBe BCTUN 3ai-
3T MiX LWIKipW Ta 3axoBaTuCs 3a Hanbinblio 604YKOK NpU BXO4i, KO-
nn y aBepi BCTynuio Tpoe MyxiB: ®apnad, lNMapTeHin i aKknncb cnyra.
Cnyra CcTtaHyB npu 3acyBi 3 paTulleM, KPUKOYNCHA 3a ABepuMa, a ABOE
APYrnx yBinwnun y xary.

— Yu TyT 6€3ne4Ho? — cnuTas ronoc MapTeHiq.

— 30BCiM, S )X caM BiACYHYB 30BHi Ci ABepi.

— [apa3a! lMNaHaria nobnarocnoBuTb AiN0 TBOE, AOCTOMHUN NpoO-
TocnaTapie!’

— [lpoTocnaTapieM 30BeLW MeHe?

— Tak! AKwo ypacTbCs Hawe Aino, 30/10Ti NaTu Ta XBOCTaTUK
LOMOM CTpiHe Tebe y LapCbKOMY Xpi30TPikiHii?, Ha Ce Ma€w CroBo
uapsa IesaHa.

— Ha lenb i HopHn?, — cknnkHyB ®apnad, — Miii Mey 4o nocayr
iMnepaTtopa!

— IMnepaTop He noTpebye We Tenep TBOro Meya, a TBOEi rOJ10BMU.
Ocb T06i Big HHOrO AAPYHOK i MUTAHHS.

Y niTbMi MOYYyBCSA BaXKWN BpA3KIT 30/1I0TUX MOHET Yy LWKiPpSIHOMY
MiLLKY.

— CnpaBgi, uapcbkmn gapyHok! — 3aknukas ®apnad. — A Te-
nep CKaxwu, Npo LWo NUTaeTbCcsa Bonodap Cxoay CBOro nportocnarapiqa?

— Konun Buisgntb Ceatocnas i3 Kneesa?

— 3aBTpa.

— Tak? B TakoMy pa3si cTapalcs 3 TBOIMW BapsiraMu iTU nepeaom,
Konn npungetbca 6ina HeHacuTus nepetdraty 4oBHM. Hawi cTenosi
COI3HMKM HanaayTb Ha 3a4HI CTOPOXY, Ae 3BMYanMHO nepebyBae
KHA3b. Bu ypaBanTe, WO He 3HAETe i He YyeTe, WO AIETbCA, | NMpUXo-
AiTb Ha pATYHOK 3ani3Ho. lNoHsas?

— ABXxex! Ane XTO 3apy4yuTbCa HaM, WO Hali cTenosi Apy3i, No-
30yBLUNCb BOpOra, He 3axo4yTb No36yTuncs i CeiakiB?

MapTeHin 3acMisaBcA.

— lMogyman nuwe, npoTtocnaTtapi€, wo iMmnepatop Bote y Cipii Ta
LLO 3@ KOXHY UiHYy HanMae xopobpux BOSKiB, sKi 6 cnyxanu nuwe no-
ro, a BiH Ha HUX Mir 6u onepTucs. lMNoTiMm One Napaapc3oH, Bapsa3bKUn
reTepiapx®, MOMep Ha rHUY rapsuyky...

— O 6oru! Conom’sHoto cmepTio!®

!MpoTtocnaTtapiil — Bi3aHTINCbKNIA MONKOBHUK. — ABT.

2Xpi3zoTpikniHih — 30n0Ta NnanaTa Bi3aHTICbKMX Licapis. — ABT.

>IFenb — nekno y ckaHAaiHaeui. Ho p H U — 60ruHi cyasbu. — ABT.

‘“TeTepiapx — Bi3aHTilicbKnit reHepan. — ABT.

> MpUpoaHY CMepTb Ha3MBaNM MOraHCbKi repMaHLi «COMoM'SHO» | ayxe ii
6osanncsa, 60 XTo Tak NOMep, Cen He NWOB Yy pan Banbranni, NNWeHb Ha CYMHUR,
MpayHui HanblwTpaHa, T.3B. NMeksao. TOMy repmaHui ctapanucsa rmHytmn y 6oto, a
Baps3bKi CcTapui oTBupanun cobi xxunu, wobun npum ix cmepTi namna Kpos. — ABT.
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— E, Hi! ToBapuwi NnpoTaIn MOMy Xunun, ane noro Mmicue He obca-
AXeHe. XTo iMnepaTopoBi NpuBede KinbKacoT Bapsris, Ton byae rete-
piapXoM...

— 3roga! — ckasas ®apnad. — Jinwe ogHoro He BMMaranTe Bifg
MEeHe.

— Yoro came?

— Ak goBro sy cnyx6i Cearocnasa, Tak A0Bro He NiAinMyTb Hi ,
Hi MOT JTI0OAN PYKM HA HbOro caMoro. Ha noro BosikiB MOXXeMO, Ha HbOro
CaMoro Hi.

— Posymito! — BianosiB MapTeHin. — Ce rapHo, WO BU TaK BipHO
CNy>XXuUTe CBOIM naHaMm. TuM Kpalle npunme Bac imnepaTop IBaH y paau
CBOIiX BIiNCbK.

— Konu X BU BUDKOXKAETe Y XepcoHec?

— Cenvac! A Ha Tebe xaaTuMy y AaBHiX TepMax Ha binomy bepe-
3i!, akwo Hanag He yaacTtbcda. TaM obroBopumo, wWwo pobutn gani.

— Ara! 3HauuTb, BN He AyXe MeBHi CBOro.

— Yce B pykax 6ora Ta cBaATMX mnoro! — BianosiB no6oxHo lMap-
TeHin. — Yacom pgae BiH nobigy i noraHnMm, wWobm nokapaTn 3a rpixm
XpUCTUAH. ToMy He Tpeba HaaTo ynosaTu Ha cnabi naceki cunn. Xay
Tebe, oTXe, y cTapux Tepmax. Hy, 3 6orom!

— Xan 6oru 3in10Tb Ha iMNepaTopa Ta Ha Tebe yci 6bnara Asrap-
ny!? Hexali nobiga ige 3a HUM KpPOK B KpOK, a nepen HUM xai Top Mo-
NIOTOM MPOTOPUTL MOMY aopory!

Obunasa BUALWIAKM 3 XaTU N yaanunucsa A0 Aipu y napkadi. Hadve 3
rapsyol Kyneni, BUCKOYMB i McTtucnas i cTpinoto nobir y Hanpsami Tabo-
py CBATOCNABOBOI APYXWUHU. 3 rpUAHMULUI BapAariB gonitas ramip n'sHmMx
roN10CiB, Ha NOpPoO3i cUAiB HAaCTaBHUK Ta NMpuUKNagas A0 3aKpMBAB/IEHO-
ro 4yona xonogHy soay. KoTpuinch i3 rpugHiB KUHYB Y HbOM0 OKYTUM
poroMm Ta Habue MOMYy KpuMBaABOro CUHSAKA. McTucnae COMHUBCA Npwu
HbOMY.

— [le KHA3b? — CcnuTas.

— Y cebe, cnnTb, He xoan Tyau. BiH TaM caM 3 XXOHOK, CMHOM Ta
[obpunHeto. HagiTb Apyri BOEBOAN HE NAYTb TyAu Y TOW 4ac.

Ane Mctucnas He cnyxaBs CNniB ABOpeLbKoro, nuwe 6ir gani. Y no-

!Tepmu — 6ani. 6inuinn Beper (Binobepexxs) — YOPHOMOPCbKE
y36epexxs 6ins XepcoHeca.

2A3rapa — Micue npobyBaHHS repMaHCbKMX CBITAMX 6oris y Banbranni.
Borie cux 3Bann azamu. HamsHameHuTiwnMun 6oramm 6ynm OgiH, JIboki i Top. Kpim
cboro, 6ynu we y repmaHuis 6orm nitbMu, HidbaoHrK, gki nepebysanu y Hidpnb-
ranMmi, a ganblie BeneTHi i Kapauku. lMepuwi 3 HUX — ce YOCObneHHs Cninux, XuB-
NOBUX CUN MpuUpoau, Apyri — ce TBOpYa cuna, AKa B YKPUTTI nNepen BeneTHAMU
KonnunTb. ckapbu y niazeMHmnx neyepax. Ci ckapbmn — ce 6araTtcTtBo Nnpupoau, sike
asun (nydi coHus) aobyBatoTb Ha AEHHUIM CBIT BeCHO, YOMBLWIM BENeTHA CHIry, LWo
nexas Ha cux ckapbax (®adHip). — ABT.
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ro rofoBi ryaino, Hadve y MauvHi. batbKko Ta Moro rpowi, BUKYn AO0OBry,
MecCTb Hag lMapTeHieM i KanokipoM, rpeubkKo-Baps3bKUM 3aroBip, MyX-
HICTb Ta 6naropoaHicTb CBATOCNABaA | XUTPICTb LiMMicxis — yce Te 3Mi-
LaNocsa y ronosi xsonus, SKMn cnpasai 6arato Ae4oro y>e no Aopo3i
no6aume i HABYMBCS, Ta TakKK LLEe He NMPUBUK A0 TaKOro MHOXecTBa Mno-
AiN | BpaXKeHb.

Mpu BXOAi y ABOpULLE KHA34 CTOdA/1a CTOpOXa, i Yy Hel NMpocuB
McTtmncnas nponyck. CTopoxa He XOTifla Moro nponycTtuTu, AyMarouu,
O ce 3BMYanHu cobi i3ron, WO NpocuTb NpaBAn Ha CBOro >XOPCTOKO-
ro rocnogumHa. BapTtoBi Bignpasnsnm moro Ao Tucsiubkoro abo no BOE-
BoA, 60 3HaNK, WO KHA3b NoTpebye CNOYMHKY. MCTMCNaB He BCTynas-
CS, 3UMHUMIACA CBapKa; BKiHLUi OTBOpPUNUCA ABepi, i Y TeMpsABi NOYYyBCSH
A3BiHKMIN, @ Tak aobpe 3BiCHUIN YCiM ronoc:

— A Wo TaM Take npu Bxoai? lNonunnuncs, KoTormn?

Y rosnoci cbOMy 3By4dasna BeceniCTb, gKa 3BMYAMHO oropTana KHA-
39 nepej smnpaBamu.

— Hi! — BignoBiB BapTOBMN. — AKMNCb i3roM HaCUIbHO MpPETbCS
00 BaALLOl KHAXOI MUNOCTI 3 AKMMCb AiSIOM.

— [ycTn noro, yyew? Isrot, un sk Tebe Tam... Xoam crogm!

MpUTEMOM KNMHYBCS MOJIOAELb A0 KHA34 Ta 06HSAB MOro KoniHa.

— 3ragan, KHsA310, TBOE C/IOBO HUHI paHKoM. [puHowy TO6i BIiCTI,
SIKUX Hi TWU, Hi 9, Hi XTO ApYrMin He Haaisecs. Big HUX 3aBUCUTbL yce —
YyecTb, C/1aBa, a HaBIiTb XUTTHA KaraHa yciel Pycbkol 3emni.

KHAa3b BignpaBuB OAHWM [OBWMXKOM PYKU BaApTOBUX | BiAYUHUB
ABepi KiMHaTK.

— Xoaun! — cka3as.

Beivwnn y npocTopy, asne HU3bKY CBITIMUIO, BUCTENIEHY KOBpaMu
Ta o6BiWaHy 3010TOK Ta CpibHOK nocyaot i 36poetn. Y KyTi ropiB y
KOMWHi BECeNi OroHb 3i CMOASIHOrO piwa’, a y Apyromy crosna BMCO-
Ka i lWWMpOKa JieXkaHKa, BUCTe/IeHa BeAMEXOK LWKYpoto. MNMpu HU3bKOMY
CTOJNli, HA AKOMY CTOSB BesIMkuK A36aHOK Meay i CpibHi yapku, cnainu
[obpuHsa | Bonoaummnp, a 6ing nedi ctosna rapHa, HeBenmka poCcToM
XIHKA 3 HDKHUMKM YepTaMn nmusa Ta BecesiMMm odmMma. Bci Tpoe€ Wwunpoko
BiAKPUNM 0di, KoM nobauymnm mosoaus 3 HansikaHMM BUPA30OM uMuUs
Ta Yy 3aMapaHoMy oa43i. Ane CBATOCNaB 3acCMidBCA.

— He 6inTtecsa, nwobi, cboro xnonus, ce 6pat MnagaHa, wo Tebe,
Bonoanmupe, yumB MeTtaTn patmuwem 3 KoHA. BiH Tenep 3 6oramun pagie
y Bupai, a noro 6pat oCb MiXK HaMu.

Mosioga XiHKa 3iTXHya.

— KpuBaBa TBOSA cnaBa, CBATOCNaBe, — CKasana, HaxMypuB-
lnMCb, — Ta W, Bigan, 3ibpas Tn 1i xiba AOBOMI Ha CBOEMY BiKy. He no-
cuais 6u yxe pas goma!

lPiwa — xmMu3, cywHsk.
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— Xa! Xa! — 3acMmisgBcs KHA3b Ta nornaameB KpyrneHbke niabopi-
Aas XiHkn. — bauuw, sskoro T06i cnHa-cokona noaapunun 6ormn? To
ANS HbOro TpyaAnTUCh Myly. Konn 9 3aMKHY O4i, MOCArHyTb no HoBro-
poa i nutoBui, i Yyaun, i Apononk, i Oner, He ycuaitn Tam Bonognmun-
poBi. Ocb 8 xo4uy AobyTn MOMY LApPCTBO Kpalle 3a APYri, LapCcTBO Ay-
Hancbknx 6onrap. A He xouy, Wo6 6paTh Bi4 NepLlol MOEI XiHKN Ka3a-
M nomy: «Tu, «poboumny», cnyxaTtun Hac NOBUHEH, @ HE MU Tebe». Tu
caMa 3Ha€ELW, Wo BiH CUNbHIWKWA | MyapilLnA Big CBOIX bpaTis.

— O TaK, ce npasga! — nocniwwnna niareepantn Manywa i 3 Ma-
TEPUHCBbKOK FOpAiICTIO NoK/lana pyKy Ha Ky4depsBsin ronisui cMHa.

Mi>xk TM JobpuHsa niacyHyB mMonoauesi Kybok meny, i cen, Bunu-
BLUX, ONPaBMBCA BCKOPI.

— Po3kasyun-Ho, McTucnase, CBOi BIiCTi, — CKa3aB BKiHUi KH$3b,
— a ™, Manyuwe, gan HaM Ae4yoro nonoicTu.

McTtucnaB 4yB He pa3, Wwo CBATOCNAB XUBUTLCA NINWEHb NEeYEeHUM
M’ICOM Ta X1iboM, a HiSKMX npucMakis He gobarae’, ane He ayxe y ce
BipmB. Tenep nepecsigymMBCS, WO Tak € cnpasAi Ta WO HaBiTb MOSIOAUN
KHA3b Bonoaumump 30BCiM Ha 6aTbka CXOXWW. KHAMMHSA 3HANA 3-Hapg
6aratTa 4MMano NpyTUKIB 3 KYCHSIMU XapeHoi 6apaHuHW i nogana ix
Ha CpiGHOMY MONYMUCKY KHS3€Bi, @ Cer BPYyYMB KOXHOMY MO OAHOMY,
He BUKOYatouum i Mctucnaea.

— Ix, 6paTe, konu 6yaew cuTUIA, Kpalle po3kaxew. A Tv, [Jo6-
puvHe, He Nbu Takoi ign, ToX 3'DK nuwe npo OKO OAUH KyCeHb. Bxe
i Tak Manywa KpuBUTbCH, WO 9 NPUNMaAK0 rocTen rno-crtenosBomy.

[obpunHsa 3acMigascs, Manywa Baapwuia KHA38 MaleHbKoK pyde-
HbKOK MO M'SKiW YyrnpwWHi, a BiATaK BCi NpUMHANMCA 3a igy. HaBiTb Ha
6igHoro i3ros Mcrtucnasa Ayxe pobpe nogise cen Becenuu i LWMpUN
POAMHHWUI HACTPiNK, i BiH 3i CMakKOM 3aigaB TOBCTE M'ACO, 3arpusatoumn
XNi6oM.

Konun nokiHuunu yci igy, Mctucnae nodas po3kasyBaTun. B Mipy
OMNOBiAAHHS MOXMYPHINO NMUe KHA358, XBUNAMKU Habiranum Xunu Ha no-
ro 4yoni, BKiHUi BAApuB pyKok 06 CTin i 3acMisBCS TUM CMiXOM, SIKUM
CMIETLCSA BOPOT.

— To, 3HauuTb, — CcKasaB, — wWo Hukndoop i Kanokip nowntn Me-
He 6aXkanun y AYpHi?

— Tak BOHO BUXOAUTb, KHA310, — BignosiB JobpuHsa. — biga nu-
we, wo cami nowmnnucsa, 6o bonrapia TBosi, Hnkndopa sébunu, a Lnmi-
cXin Tebe 60iTbCH.

— [lepw ycboro, — NporoBopvB Mo XBWUNi, — HAaNeXunTbCa NoAsKa
CbOMY i3ro€Bi 3a BipHY cnyx6y. Kosin y HbOro Taka pyka, sik rososa,
To ctapun Iropis CBMHeNbA HanMWOB HacnigHMKa. Ane npo 3annaTy no-
AYMAEMO ax 3a noporamu. Tenep aam nomy, Manyuwe, sike He XiHo4ye

l!No6aratu — pobupatu cobi ixy.
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HaMUCTO, ane Take, Wobu nokasysasio TBOK BASKY 3a YpATYBaAHHS
XUTTA TBOEMY CBATOC/1aBOBI.

Manywa, 3 o4yen KOl BXe Big AOBLIOro 4yacy naganu Cibo3u, a
yCTa APpOXanu 3 nepensdky Ta 3BOpPYLUEHHS, BiaXuauia BiKO BEJIUKOI,
6baratumm ysopamm npukpalwleHol CKpuHi Ta Bunaobyna 3 HbOro 30/10TUN
NaHUlor 3 BeJIMKMM AapMOBICOM. Y KOXXHOMY 3BeHi ropiB CaMouBiT, a y
AAapMOBICi KiflbKa XeMuyyriB i BenMknin cmapara. BoHa noBicuna ce Ha
LM MOSloAuUEBi | nouinyBana Moro B 4osno.

— Ce, cunHy, T106i Big XiHKM, 3@ cnaciHHa Myxa. I He i3roem TObI
6yTn, a CTapwuMm MixXK rpuaHaIMu.

[o6puHa 6ys 3BopyweHunin, Bonognmup rnsais 3 noanBoM i nNo-
LIaHOK Ha MONOAOro, a TaK yXe 3acnyXeHoro xnonus, a Ceartocnas
yaapue cebe pyKow no KoniHi Ta, BUAHO, YMMCb BENbMU TiLLUBCA.

Jlnwe McTtucnae NoKpacHiB.

— MUNOCTUBUM KHA3I0 | T, AOCTOMHA KHArMHe! — BiAnNoBiB TpeM-
TAYMM rosIOCOM. — He Ha ce 9 po3KkasaB BaM MO nNpurogy, Wwobwu B3s-
T Haropoay. A xoyeTe MeHe obaapyBaTn, Tak yxe obagapynte csobo-
noto Bia Porgag, ane nowo ci ckapbu? Cen naHutor — ce MmamHo. A A
3@ HAXUBY HE CIyXY.

CedATOCNAB NoOKNaB MOMY Ha rnsieye pyky.

— Ce He HaxuBa, xnon4ye, a 3Hak BAAKW Big Aoporoi Moei Manywwi
ans tebe. Wo ™M cBobigHMW, TO HA Te Halla KHSXa BAacTb 6OpPOHUTHU
npurHobneHmnx. Ce T106i HaneXxwuTbCs, i ce TM oaep>kaB. A NpoO HaAropo-
Ay norosopuMo onicnsg. OCb TV Kpawe po3kaxkh Manyli 3a cBOK pia-
HIO, @ s 3 [lobpunHero nopaaxycb, K 61 To ynaauTn noxia.

Monogeub po3kalyBaB KHSAMMHI 3a 6aTbkiB, 6paTiB, Porgas, Ka-
NWHY, Bnacta i HiYoro He ckpuBas, 60 6aumB, SKMM CniBYyBal4YMUM Ta
nobpumM 6yno cepue cei XiHKW i MaTepi repois.

I 4OBro B Hi4 paannmcs LWe KHA3b, HAaWCTapwunm BOEBOAA | Han-
MOJTIOALLNN FPUAEHD.
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VIII
HA IIOPOT'AX

Cnigyw4ol AHMHW O0CBITY KHA3b CBATOCNaB yAaBCA 3 YCIiEW pia-
Hel Ta APYXUHOK Ha 6eper OHinpa. TyT Bonxs lNepyHa NpuHIiC KOHS B
»XepTBy 60rosi, a XXepTOBHOK KPOB'O OKpPOMMB YaMKM Ha pidi. Bigtak
ynopsaKyBaB KHA3b APYXUHHUKIB. [lonepeay iXxanun Ha AecaTn 4amkax
BapsirM pasoM i3 6iNblMM pyCbKMM BIiA4iNIOM, SKUA MaB nepeTsaraTtu
YOBHW 4Yepe3 NOporn. 3a HUMM WLWAN NONAHMW | AepeBnsaHWN, onicna —
ciBepsiHM Ta AOMOMIKHUI Biadin YopHux 6onrap i B'aTudie. lNosany —
TUBEpLUi 1 ynnui.

KoxHe 3 nneMeH, 4aKi 3acentoBanm WUPOKY i poaryy PyCbKy 3eM-
o, nocnano Bmbip CBOEI Monoai y BiNCbKO KHA3S5. Yce Te 6ynn aobpo-
BONbLUi, SAKi 36upanuca nig pykokw repoidyHoro sonogaps nobysaTu
cnaeun y panekomy kpai. MoryTHbot Ta 6araTtoto 6yna Pycbka gepxa-
Ba, i HIXTO 3i cycigiB He Mir i AopiBHATUCL abo cTaThn Ansa Hei Hebes-
nekot. ToMy yci, wo 6axkann BOEHHOI CnaBun, NWIN 3a KHA3eM Yy Bos-
rapito. Hixto HegobauaB LWe i HeaoouiHBaB sIK Cfig nNevyeHi3bKoi He-
6e3nekn Ta He abas Npo 06OpOoOHY cTeniB.

CBdaTOCNaB HaBMUCHe NYCTMUB Bap4riB ynepen, a caM ixaB cepej
YNN4iB, Y Kpy3i COTHIi BUOpaHUX APYXUHHUKIB, HA CaMOMY KiHLi NMOXO0-
ay. NMopsaaok, SsKMm BU3HAYeHO nepLliol AHUHW, MaB OCTaTUChb | Ha Man-
6yTHE. Ane oCb NO ABOX AHSIX MOSABUBCHA MiX KHSXKOK APYXUHOK Pap-
nadg, 9Knm npuisane NMUTATUCH, YN KHSA3b HE NOPOBUTL AKUX 3MiH Y poO-
3CTaHOBJIEHHI ApY>XXUHU. Ane CBATOC/1aB BiAMNOBIB:

— Hi, 3MiH He byae, ian, SK YMOBUBCS, NepeaoM i He XXypucs npo
ce, WO AisTuMeTbCsa 3a Tobot. Ctapancsa goixaTn umMayx Ao Xepco-
Heca Ha YMOBJ/IEHE Micue.

®apnad noknoHuscda. O, 9kbu BiH 6yB 3HaB, sIKe 3Ha4YeHHSA Ma-
l0Tb Ci cnoea! Te caMe ckaszaB MOMY 6yB [llapTeHi i TO Manxe TUMKU
CaMMMK CoBaMu.

Konwn Bapsr Big'ixaB, KHA3b BnaaB McTuUcCnaBoBi Kiflbka npukasis,
ane TakK, WO HiXTO iX He 4yB, KpiM caMOoro Monoaus, i AaB NOMy nepc-
TeHb 3 pybiHOM Ta gBoMa Xemuyramu. Py6iH i ABa xemMuyyrn — ce 6yB
3HaK CBATOCNaBa, 3BiCHUW YCiM MOro NOAKOBOALSM.

McTuncnas noixae ynepepn Bcnig 3a ®apnadpoM ax 40 neplmx 4o-
BHIB, Y SIKMX iXanu nonsiHuW. 3a nopazgot BOeBoAiB, Bubpas cobi Mctu-
cnaB Hamxopobpiwmnx i ocTaBCca 3 HUMK NO3aAy, KOSM MpoYi noixanu
Aanbuwe. Te came BYMHMB McTuUCnaB i 3 ApyrMMu apyxuHamu. Boesoau
ANBYBaNNCs, Ha WO KHA3eBi caMe Hauxopobpiwi BOSAKM, ofHaye He
NPOTUBUNNCS, | KON HaA'iXaB KHA3b, MCTUCNaB X4aB MOro Ha 4oi Ki-
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NbKacoT HanaobipHilWmMx Monoauis.

— bpaTtTa i ApyxunHo! — ckaszaB Ao Hux CedaTtocnas. — Cnyxaute
y BCbOMY McTucnasa Boecnasuya, sk cnyxanm 6 MeHe. Ha ce mos
KHS>Xa Bosis. BiH noBege Bac y XepcoHec, a TaM BepHeTe 3HOBY 40
CBOIX BO€eBoOAiB!

Ce ckasaBlIM, NoixaB Aani, a yce OKPYXEeHHA KHA34 i caMi apy-
XMHHUKM McTucnasa 3axoaunn y ronosy!, wo ce 3a monogelb Ta sKa
noro 3apada. Ane y Mctucnasa He 6yfio ropaoBUTOCTI, | BCi Ni3Hanu,
O Ce He € Higknn nbumeub KHA3K, nuwe 3BMYanHuUKM cobi Hayvanb-
HWUK Bigainy, SsKUM cam, MOXe, He AayXe i paj, Wwo MYCUTb CaMOCTIMHO
opyayBaTu BiNCbKOM.

I cnpaBai, Haka3n KHA349 6ynu BNpasai SACHI i TO4YHi. McTucnas
MaB siIKHaMKpally BOJIO, asie BCe-Taku KHSA3b HapaXKyBaB XUTTS — CeWn
Hangopoxunm ckapb Pycekoi 3emni. BiH, Mctucnase, maB 6yTn CTopo-
XXeM Cboro ckapby. He anMBHO, OTXe, WO BECb Yac NpoxoamsB Y HbOrO,
MOB Yy rapsauui.

YoBHM nAnnm MiXX TMM 3 BOoAO. Baparm nonepeny, a 3a HUMU
NpoYi APYXWHU, KOXHA npo cebe. Mix nooaMHOKMMU Bigainamm 6ynm
YynmMani BiACTYNU, TaK WO yBECb NOXi4 po3TAraBcd Ha AKycb Munto. lo-
psiAOK Cen 3aBefeHO TOMY, Wwobun YOBHM 3 MOXUBOK, AKY BE3/IN 3i COo-
6010 APYXUHU, HE nepemiwlyBannca 3 ApYrMMmu, He Hai3gmnm Ha cebe
Ta He CrpUYMHIOBAIN 3aKOJOTY.

AX OCb NMOYYBCSH 34aNeKa ryk Ta wym Boau, sika posbusanacsa ob
rpaHiTOBI ckann — ce 6ynu noporn. OCb TyT noyasnacsa Ana ApPY>XUHU
CeaTocnaBa HanTsax4a npaus. Yepes gesaki noporu nepeisgunin ymino
YAUUbKiI KepMaHudi 3 yciMm HabopoM, npu iHWKx Tpeba 6yno nogen Ta
Habip nepeBo3nTM beperoM, a suMWE MOPOXHI YOBHW CraBAKOBAHO
BHU3 BoAOt. NMOMiX ckenactumm nasamu noporis 6yna 3aexan nonoca
CNOKIMHIWOI BOAM, | UiNa WTyKa KepMaHW4iB fiexana came y TOMy,
wob nposBecTn TyauM 4oBeH. Ane ce He 3aBCiauM BAABaNoCs, i Kinbka
YOBHIB po36uiocsa-Taku o BMUCTynawui 4YopHi nasu. LLlonpasaa, ce He
CMMHIOBASIO NOX04Y, AOKW nNiaBedip He Aoixanun APYXWUHU KHA39 CBATO-
cnasa A0 n’aTtoro nopora — HeHacuTus.

TyT COMHUANCA YCi YOBHW, @ APYXWUHHUKW CTaHynuM TabopoM Ha
6epesi. Ynepuwe Big Buizay 3 Knesa 3ibpanuca Bigainn 3HOBY pasoM i
nepeHoyyBanun BKyni. be3uncneHHi orHi 3ananann y TUXoMy BeYipHbO-
MYy BO3A4YCi, ane BecenocTi He 6yno y 36o0pi. Bci Ti Tucaui monogunx nio-
Aen He 60a1MCsa HiSKoro Bopora, Hi Hebe3neku, ane y BCiX 04HAKOBOIO
byna obepexHicTb nepen TeMHUMM cnnamm HYopHobora-Mopoka Ta no-
ro Aiten.

Konucb aaBHO cuH Mory4dyoro 6ora Hax6ora [AHinpo naue cobi
CMOKiMHO Yy Pycbke MoOpe rnagkor CMNOKiMHOK XBUME. Y MOro cTtpysax

!13axoannun y ronosy — namanu cobi ronosy.
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BiabnBann AcHi 30pi, KHA3b-MiCsLUb Ta CBATE COHLE CBOI CBITNAHI Nnus.
Toai y rnmubokin BoAi ocTtaBano Apyre CS€BO, Wo 6/Mwano Ta ACHINo,
xo4ya He rpino emausa. Ce 6yB Hauye coH nNpo Hebo y rMnbuHi Boaw.

I no3asunaysaB 6or nitbMn YopHobor-Mopok, 3106HMIN CTEenoBUN
Aus', cnasi Jax6ora i ctas nepebiratn Aopory Xopcosi CipuMm cTeno-
BMM BOBKOM. Ane Hauye yaap, 3 6atora, yoapvme WMOro nayd i3 SCHUX
o4yen. 3aBuB, 3ackaBynis [lnB BOBYMM rO/I0OCOM i NPOBASIMBCS Yy 3€MJIIO.
AX BUWLLOB YHOYi Hag Boay, Wob 1i CAMHUTK, ane HEBUHOCUMUN 6IUCK
3ip, WO CcA9n Yy A3epKani, ocninue Moro, Y CKaxeHin NTocTi npoBa-
nvmecs [ue, i 3HOBY YyCi CTBOpPiIHHA 3paginn, 60 aymanu, WO HaBiku
3HUK yXe 3i CBiTY 6aTbKO YCbOro 3110ro Ta YCi€i noraHi. AXX oCb no4vana
BOPYLIMNTUCA 3eMig-MaTU Ta KnaaTwn BenudesHi Banu 3emni. Ci Banu
penanucs, Hade 60N9KKW, a 3 HUX BUCYBAIUCHA A0 COHUSA, A0 Xopca-
[Jaxxbora 4yopHi pyku, wobun nopBaTtm COHAYHUW KPYr Ta 3anpoTopuUTU
y niaszemennsa. KnHyes Xopc CBOIMM NnydYaMu Ha TeMHi cunan Mopoka,
6e3CUNbHO OManmn NPOCTArHEHi pyKM YOPHWX MoTBop. IX Tina nosanu-
NNCA Ha 3eM/o | BKpUNK i OBrMMU psaaaMu CKaMeHIiNnX Ty/noBuUL, —
XXynaBUEBUMU CKanaMu. 3andariv BOHW i B pycni piku, ane BoAda yaa-
puiia Ha HUX 3HU3Y 3i CTpalwHo, Henobopumor cunot aobpa, wo no-
6uBae nnxo i, NpoNoMUBLLM, YOPHi 3Banu, Nnpobuna cobi wnsax y mope.
OpgHave nig cMMU CKaM’'ssHIiNMMU TpynaMu AiTeN YOPHOI CUUN He CMUTb
BOHa caMa, Xo4a M He NOCMie cTaTu cynpoTu 6inoi, scHoi, nobpoi cu-
nn.

Ane 3pagHo, KpaabKW, KON HIXTO NpPO Ce i He AyMA€E, BUPUHAKOTb
nepen o4yMMa naaBuUS YOPHi CTpaLLHI PyKK i NOpmMBaKOTb HEobepeXxHoro
y MYYUHY cepel CKaXXeHOro peroTty BCiX aiten YopHoro 6ora. Tomy He
pa3 y AaBHIX Yyacax Kynui Ta BOSAKM NPUHOCUNIN Y XEepTBY TEMHUM CU-
naMm pabis, Konin npuisgunnm Ha noporn. He pobue cboro CeBdATOCNaB.
[e MoxHa 6yno, TaM 6bopoBcsa 3 HUMK | Nobixaas, ae roai 6yno Haais-
TUCb Nobian, TaM HakalyBaB BOSIKaM T 6eperom.

Kono HeHacuTuda 3aHo4yBanu yci Apy>XuHu, KpiMm Bap4ris. Ci ne-
PETArn CBOI YOBHU YyXXe 3 NOoSyAHs, a niasedip 6ynn yxe 3a noporom.
[Mpwn BaTpax po3cCiincAa nuiie caMi pycbki nogn. Yci MOBUYKKM noinu, Wwo
6or naB Ha Beyeplo, a BiATaK nondranu cnatu. YaT He CTaBUB HIXTO,
60 HaBiTb MeYyeHirn 3Hanm nNpo CTpawHmMx AyxieB HeHacuTus i 6oanucs
iX. HaBiTb BaeHb 6osnuca poisantu Ao camoi Boau, 60, MOBNISB, XTO
3a4MBUTBCA Y CKaXXeHi BUpW nopora, Toro BiH i HEBUAUMOIO CUNOKO Nip-
Be Ta 3iTpe Y CBOEMY KaM'SSHOMY MJIMHI.

HaBiTb caM CBATOC/MAaB He CcniBaB Ta He BECeNMUBCH, K Ce Y HbOro
6yBano npu noxopax. oBaxHO Aorpusae KyCeHb M'sica Ta 3anmMBal
NMBOM, @ MOro BOEBOAU CUAINMM MOBYKM MOPYy4Y HbOro. lloBeyepsBun,
notep yyba nebenoto pykor i nornssHys Ha 36ip.

1A nB — 3n04e, HenpuxunbHe 60XecTBO NiTbMU. — ABT.
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— A wo, 6paTtTta Boesoau! OCTpi Hali Medi Ta cnUcn? — cnuTas
CYBOpPWUM, pPi3KMUM rosioCoM.

Ycix npowunb nak. Heexe x CBaTocnas bepeTbCs BOOBATU MeYyeM
3 lIvBoM-MopoKoM?

— OcTpi, KHA310, — BiAKasas 3a YCiX CiBepCbKuin BoeBoaa LUBap-
HO, — Ta, 6a4y, He 3HaTW, Ha KOro HaM 3HATK iIX NpunaeTbcs. Bopora
HeMa!

— A ocb Tam!

TyT KHA3b YKa3aB pyKow Ha 6inaABy MiHy, 9Ky CKaXeHitoya gHin-
poBa XBWA BUropTasia 3i CBOro HyTpa Ta BUMNJIbOBYBasa Ha CKaaUCTUMN
beper.

Bci 3aay6inn i 3aMoBKAN. 3 CYMHIBOM MSHYAM OAWH HA OAHOrO 3
HIMMUM MUTAHHAM Y O04YaxX — 4K, MOXe, 31 AyXM He noMiwanu rnysay
KHA3EBI.

— bopucsa, kHa30, 3 nwabMm! — ckasaB No XBWAi MOBYAHKWU
LLiBapHO. — Ane gyxam gaw cnokin, 60 ix He nobopew meyem, Hi cnun-
COM Ta He ocnoHuwca wutoM. [ymanm npo MonmTBy abo XepTBy, He
npo 6in, a AKWO He xo4yew MOSIUTUCH, TO MOBYU, HE Ha3MBaAN TEMHUX
cun, 60 ™M He 6or.

— Xa, xa! — 3acMiaBcs KHA3b 3/106H0. — 3Hat g gobpe, Wo Tak
€, AK Kaxew. Ane 4 T AyMaEL, WO TEMHI CUN NULWe Y HeHacuTelb-
KMX NponacTsaX BOPOrywTb Ha CBIiT/1I0, HA coHuUe i Ha aobpo? Ak nig cu-
MU CBATUMMN XBUISIMU KPUKOTbCS YOPHI pykn AMBOBUX 4yaoBuULL, TakK
cepej BipHOI KHAXOI APYXWUHU YaiTbCs... 3paja.

Haue rpim yaapue Harno cepep 3ibpaHux. Bci no3puBanucsa, nuus
NoYepBOHINN, 3acBepKann o4i, a Medi 3i 3710BilMM BNNCKOM BUCKOYN-
1 3 NiXO0B.

— Ak-10? Wo-T10? XTO 3paaus? [e BiH? Tonopom 3noais!.. Y Bo-
ay! B rHoiBky nia rpatm!! — Kpuyanu oamMH yepes Apyroro BOEBOAM,
NPUCKOYMBLUMN A0 KHA3S, KU HEMOPYLUHO i CNOKIMHO cuaiB, cneplun
PYKM Ha Meu,

— XTO 3paauvBs, 3HaK, — BIiAMNOBIB BOEBOAAM, — i MOro TyT HeMma.
LLlo 6yae aani, nobaumnTte. A NOKM LLO HEXAN KOXHUW 3 BAC, NepeBoJlik-
LM YOBHU Yy BOAY, 36epe yCix BOSKIB i CTa€ Big pikn ax A0 ficy y 3Bu-
YaWHOMY MOpPSAKY.

TyT nokasaB Ha TEMHY CTiHY NiCy, WO nNpocTarascs nopyy bepera
y AesKin sBigaani Big soamw.

BoeBoan moByanu. AK-To? Y BINCbKY Koinacs 3paga, a BOHM Mpo
ce Hi4yoro He 3HanmM? A MoXe, NpuUNaeTbCs 3aBTpa pybaTn 3pagHuKIB?
Y rpyasix KOXXHOro 3akumninun 31icTb i xagoba nowmMaTyBaTU NMPOKAATUX
HoXeM abo TornopoM. CnoBa KHs3s 3pobunm CBOE. Y CUX BOporax 4m

! Baparu kapanu Tpycis i 3pagHUKIB CMEpPTIO, KMAAYM iX Y FHOIBKY Mif BaXx-
Ky 3ani3Hy rpaty. — ABT.
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3pagHunkKax 6aumB KOXXHUW BUCNAHLIB TEMHOI CUAM YOpHOro 6ora niTb-
MU | npucsaraB HUWKOM npo cebe Bm3BaTU iX 3aBTpa A0 60K Ha
cMepTb, 6€3 nowaamn Hi Ans HUX, Hi ansa cebe.

— Ycake 6yBano Ha Pycbkin 3eMni, ane 3pagun He 6yBano, i Mu
Cl0 NOraHb OCMKOBMM KifIKOM Yy Xuse ropsio s6’emo! — rosopunu npo
cebe repoi, po3xoas4ncCb A0 CBOIX APYXWUH.

[Mpn OrHi octaBcsa nnwe KHAa3b i3 McTucnaBoMm, 4KOMy AaBaB Npu-
Kasu i pagn. Monogelb NOBUB YCIM CBOIM ECTBOM C/IOBa KHA34, a Aro-
an' oro ropinu pym’sHUEM oAyLUEBNEHHS.

Konn paneko 3a [HinpoM 3acipino Hebo, a Ha oBuAi 3apoXeBiB
0bpin cTeny, KHA3b BCTaB, NMPOCTAr CBOI MOry4di paMeHa y Hebo i Monu-
BCcsA 60oram cBiTna, Wo came BepTann Ha 3eMato. HUWwkKoM kpanucsa b6an-
KaMy Ta gpyramu 3ni gyxm nitbMun Ta 3abupanu 3i coboro knanTi pos-
6utoi TempaBu. [OMIOCHIWeE WYyMiB Ta CKa)keHiB HeHacuTeub NO cKa-
nam, pagitoun, 34a€ETbCA, MOTOHY/IMM yyopa XepTBaM i XAyun HOBUX.
McTmncnae y NoBHOMY Hapsai yaascsa i cobi Ao csoro Biaginy snbpaH-
LiB, i BCKOpi 3apeBnn poru, wo Mmanm 6yamTtn BiNCbKO.

3apoieca b6eper piku BosikaMu, Kynusmu i pabamu, wo Manm ne-
peTaratu 4oBHW abo 6epertn naHceke Aobpo. OrHi 3agMMUNNUCA 3HO-
BY, @ UyuMano pabiB Ta APY>XMHHUKIB NiWIN rypTkamm y fic 3a Aposa-
Mu. Mogascsa Tyam i McTucnase, 9K YKpUB 6MUCKYUi NaTn BOBHAHOIO
ryHero. Jlatu ci gapyBaB noMy npu Bia'izai JobpuHsa, i ax Tenep nisHa-
™ 6yno, KoK rapHo Ta cTaTHow byna ycsa nosiea mosogoro 6osipu-
Ha. CTpin gogaB MOMYy noBaruv Ta AOCTOIHCTBA, i aX Tenep ynepue
FNSAHYN OAPYXWUHHUKW Ha HbOIO 3 HasieXXHow wwaHobow. Monoaeub ni-
3HaB 0OCb, LLO BiANOBIAHMWK CTpiX cnpaBAdi He 3aCTynUTb 3acnyru, ane ii
MOKa3YyeE CBITY.

BubpaHui Mctncnasa poscunanucs i cobi ryptkamum i niwnm y nic.
B Ton yac, konu gposopybu ctanu pybaTtu rinng Ta nHi, rpnaHi McTumc-
naea 36upanunucsa Kono HbOro Ta ckmaanu nnawi, ryHi abo cipsiku, ski
Mann Ha cobi noBepx 36poi. Takmn, 6bay, npukas Buaas 6yB KHS3b,
AKMW 3HaB, WO Ne4yeHirn, rnesHo, nNiacyHynu nig 1abip wnuryHis. He
cxoBatuca 6 Big HUX BnbpaHusaMm Mctucnasa.

3a KOPOTKUW Yac BepHynucsa aposopybu Ao orHie, ane Mctucnas
He BEepHYBCA. YKpPUBLUM CBOIX B ryuwaBWHi, BiH MiWOB KpaabkoMa Bne-
pen i3 JIIOTOM, KM 3HOBY HAMLLOBCS MiX TOBMNOK BMOpaHUIB i BEIbMU
pajiB BiAg3HavyeHHAM McTucnaea y KHAXIM cnyxb6i. MoBukn npoauvpa-
nncsa obuasa nicoMm, crtynatoum obepexHo, Wwobn He CTPiHYTM nedeHi-
3bKMX yaT. Jlic TarHyBcs noB3 6eper, a gecb y NOJ0OBUHI nopora nigxo-
AVB OO0 BOAM HA AKMXOCb ABICTi KpoKiB. [loHa4 BOAOK NMpoOXoAuB, Hade
6UTUIN rocTtmHeub, BOJSIOK, TOOTO 6BMTUIN WNSAX, MO AKOMY nepeTsaranu
Ha BasikaX YOBHW. MHOXECTBO TaKMX KpPYrnaux BasnkiB fexano no 6o-

'9roaun — TyT: yepBOHi, SK Aroam, LLOKMN.
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KaxX wnasaxy. KHSXi ApY>XXUHWU CHIiganun npu orHax, a pabu sutaranm Mix
TUM YOBHM 3 BOAM Ta Kanu iX Ha Banku. Ha maneHbkoMy ropbuky ca-
Me Yy CbOMY HaWBY>X4YOMY Micui Npoxoay MOMiX PiKOK i /iCOM CTOSB
KHS3b B OKPY>X€EHHi CBOIX NpUBIYHUX rPUAHIB.

Mctucnas i JTlioT 6aumnm yce Te 3 XynaBUeEBOi rpaan, aKka 3ainma-
nacs cepeg nicy. 3 ii Bepwka nornag obiMmaB yclo OKOAMUKO 3 MOpPO-
roM, BOJIOKOM, HepiBHOW, 6€31iCHOI0 MOSI0CO Ta HEBUCOKWUM, ane ay-
XXe ryctum nicom. 3a coboto 6aumnum obnasa po3BigHUKKM Micue, Ae oc-
Tanncb B YKpUTTI BMbpaHui McTtucnasa. Hag cuMm MicueM KpyxXnsnu
HecCnokinHO pnbonoBW, BOPOHM Ta iHWAa NTUUHA, BUCTpalleHa He3BU-
YaHUMU ricTbMU. o Apyrin CTOPOHI KaM’'dHOI rpsamM He BOPYLIMIIOCS
Hivoro.

«HeBXe X ne4yeHiriB HeMa?» — noayMaB McTucnas i ax 3paais,
o Hanbinbwe aobpo Pycbkoi 3eMni, KHA3b, 6e3 nepenoHn nepenamee
ce HamHebe3neuHiwe Micue y A0opo3i.

— fdann 6 6orn, — ckasas Ao Jltota, — wWob6 noraHi He nocninu
HanacTu Ha KHA38! 30a€TbCa HaBiTb, WO X We HeMa 4oro 6osaTucs.
XoAiM norngHbMO Ta gaMo 3HaTu!

Ane JTIOT YCMiXHYBCA.

— Hi, 6paTe, — BiAnoBiB. — TK noraHMx He 3Haew. Ix TyT 3aBci-
AW NOBHO, @ HUHI, NeBHO, i Kifibka Tnca4d HabepeTbcs. Tpeba 3axaaTu i
nigrnssHyTU, Ae X po3BiAHUKM npuyainucd, wob 6yTn BY4acHO HaAroToBi.

— ba, ane 9K iXx HaNTNU? — NUTaB MOJI0AEUb, SKUK ax Tenep no-
6aumB, cKinbkn goceigy Tpeba TOMy, XTO Ob6iMMaE npoBig Ha4 ApYyru-
Mn. — OT wkoaa, wo Kpyk 3anmwmnseca y Kunesi.

JI'OT yCMiXHYyBCS.

— He 6incqa, Mctucnaee, — ycnokotoBaB monoausa. — KHa3b He
ropHeub, He po3ib’eTbcsa BiA4 Nepworo ygapy. A npuTiM we, Moxe, 3a-
34anerigb Ai3HAEMOCHA, Ae neyeHirn 3acinn. BoHW cami 3pagaTbCcs, Ko-
M npunge nopa Ao Habiry. BoHu npeuiHb-Takn He Ha caMin OoKpaiHi
nicy, a y rywaBHUKY. 3axaeMo — rnobaymmo. A nMoku wWo He rnokasym-
MOCS Ha ckani, nuwe rnaaiMm nunbHO A0BKOAMA.

He BucyBalumMcCb 3-no3a KaM'ssHOI rpsaau, cuainn obuasa y TiHi
Moryymx aybuakie Ta ABOpIB i rNA4INN Ha PiKY.

A Tam kunina po6oTta Ha BCi pykun. CTosuM Ha ropbky, KHA3b Aa-
BaB /1aj YCbOMY. 3 I'YPKOTOM KOTU/IUCA YOBHU OAMH 3@ APYrMM Ha Ban-
Kax no BoJsioui, Aga psau pabis nonuxano ix 3 60kiB, iHWI nigknaganu
criepeay CBixXi Banku. Nagko i cnpaBHO NepenLusin YOBHU MNOMISH, Ae-
peBNSH, CiBEPSH i MOMIYHMX Big4inis. YoBHM cenyac cnyckanm Ha Boay
Ta 3 NOCNIXOM BaHTaxXwunum Habopom. Kynui i pabu BigyantoBann cen-
yac, a ApYyXWHM 6opuiB OCTaBalMCb MNpPW YOBHAX, FYPTYHOUUCb MNpwU
CBOIX BOEBOAAX.

AX 0OCb 3aBOpyLUMANCA pAoU TUBEPLIB Ta Y/AMUiB, a IX YOBHU YCi
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Bpa3 CTajin 3 rypkoTOM rnepecyBaTuUCA Mo rnagkomy Bonoui. I Harmo
3a/lyHaB Y BO34YyCi NpoMMalounin KpUK XXypasrisl, 3@ HUM ApYyrun i Tpe-
Tin. Mctucnas 3apurHyecsi, 60 BiaragaB cenyac, WO Ce 3HaKW, a He
CNpaBXHi XYpaB/IMHI KPUKKU. B Cin XxBUNi Nno4vyB, K Xxanae noro J1oT 3a
pam’s.

— AusBuce! baunw?

I pykoto nokasyBaB Ha BepLMHY Ky4depsaBoro ayba, Lo ctoss He-
AaNeko Micusl, Ha AKOMY caMe HaxoAMuBCH KHA3b. MiX 3en1eHOo NUCT-
BOIO TEMHINO SKeCb TEMHE N'SATHO, Haye TiHb, KMHYTa BEPLUKOM AepeBa
Ha HUX4e ranysss.

— Ulo ce? — cnutas McTtucnas.

— [eyeHir...

PiBHOYACHO BiAi3BaBCA XypaBesib BApPYre, CMM pa3oM yxe Aalb-
e HanpaBo Yy rywaBuHi. bes Tpyay AoragaBcs MonoAeub, WO caMme
TaM CTOITb NeyeHi3bKa BaTara.

— OcTaHbcsa TyT! — ckasas JlioTtoBi. — I nunbHyn! A nigy 3a apy-
YXUHOHO.

I MUTTIO 3iCYHYBCA 3i CKanw.

MK TUM KOTUIUCA YOBHW, @ 3@ HUMWU WKW Aani APYXWUHU TUBEpP-
LiB Ta ynmdiB. BKiHUi oCTaBcsa nuwe caM KHA3b 3i CBOIMUM NpUBGIYHMMNK
APYXWHHMKAaMU. BiH CTaHyB Ha X 40Ai i NOBIIbHOK XOA40K CTaB MocC-
TynaTtu nopyd nocnigHix 4yoBHiB. [loBkosia 6yno TUXO i CNOKINHO, YyTuU
6yfi0 nuwe rayxmin rypkit Ta CKpun nepecyBaHHS CyAeH, ane HiXTo He
FOBOPUB, aHi He CMisIBCS, Ka3anocs — Yy BO3A4YyCi noBucna byps, i Kox-
HWI XOaB Mepworo rpoMy.

Harno... Haye BiTep npowyMiB NOMIX pggaMu, HEHaye CTado ro-
pobuiB Hapas 3anano y rywasy, TiKalun Big LWYMiKKU, NOYYBCS TUXUN
6ps3K MeTany, yaapeHoro kamiHusaMmu... Ce xMapa CTpinl HaneTina Ha
APYXWHY, @ piBHOYACHO CTpaLlHMK BEpPECK NPOHicCca y BO3AYCi. 34aBa-
Nocs, Wo YCi TEMHI CMNKN, 3aKNATI Y KaM'aHi rpsaan rpaHity, smrpebnum-
Ccs 3-nig nicoBoro nokpmeana i nayTb 06/1aBOKO HA TOro, XTO OCMINIMBCS
OPY>XHOK PYKOI nepenTtn ix uapcrteo. Kinbka ApY>XUHHUKIB KPUKHYI0
3 6bonto, CBATOCNAB KMHYB /iU OKOM Hanpaso, a, nobaumeswmn Bopora,
3a4yB Yy pir ro1I0OCHO, 3U4YHO, MPOTHAXKHO...

Tpwdi 3anyHaB pir i Tpuui BigNOBISIM NOMY NeYeHirn CBOIM Bepec-
KOM Ta XMapot CTpin. BigTak 3apoisca cBo6iAHWM NpPOCTip Npwu BOOU
TUca4yamu i3guis. Ha Manux Xyaux, ane BUTpUBAIUX KOHUKaAX CUAINU
HeBEeNNUKI WNPOKOoMJevi Ta KOCOOKIi KOYOBWMKWU, BUMAXyBasin JIYKaMMu,
crnucaMu Ta apkaHaMu. YCi neTinn 3a CBOIMU CTpiflaMn XMapok Ha psa-
AN OPYXWHU, dKa 3ibpanacsa KpyroM KHSA35, 0OXuUAaryn neplioro yaa-
PY-

Ane KHA3b He AyMaB Ha OAKPUTOMY Micui npunMaTtn 6i 3 NpoTUB-
HWUKOM, B AECATb pasiB CUMIbHIWLMM, a We A0 TOro KiHHUM. BiH yCcTynus
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3a NOC/iAHI YOBHU, SKi CTOSSIMN LLEe Ha Baskax, a KoM HACKo4Yunnu BO-
pOrY, 3aCBUCTINM MipHATI CTPINN APYXUHHUKIB, i 6ynn BoHM HabaraTo
CUJIbHILWLI Ta UiNbHIWI Big nevyeHi3bknx. YuMano-Takm noraHmMx nosasun-
N1I0CA KOMIiTb ro/sI0BOK Y TpaBy, a AaJibli TOBNU po3aaBuan IX KonuTa-
MU. Ane He cnunHUNO ce BapsapiB. O3n106neHi, AMWY4YM NOMCTOK 3a
CMepTb CBOIX, 3 MOHOBHUM PEBOM KUHY/IUCA F'YCTOH TOBMOK Ha YOBHM.

3-no3a HUX, Hadve 3-no3a 3abopona, BiAGMBaANUCA KHAXI FPUAHI
MOBYKW, 3 PO3BArol Ta CNOKOEM. Pa3 y pa3 BaJIMBCS pO34iXpaHUN Ha-
MacHUK nig Konuta KOHeW, a AOBri Medi, Haye 6/IMCKaBKU, MUranu Hajg
ronosaMmu obopoHuiB. CBATOCNABOBI 3HAMEHUTO MOCAYXWIN YOBHMU i GK
3ab0pono, i SK OXOpOHa Big CTpifal, @ 3aTe NeyvyeHirn Bckopi nobaunnu,
Lo He NpobepyTbCs Ha KOHAX 4yepe3 AepeB’siHi CTiHWM. ToMy b6iNnblUicTb
3icKo4YmMa 3 KOHen i niwsia NnpucTyrnoMm Ha APY>XMHHUKIB.

Toai ynepwe 3MopwmB 4ono CBATOCMaBs, WO CTOSAB Y HaubinbLwo-
My 4OBHi. ToBma morfna, MMMO YCi€ei XOopobpocCTi, 3ainUTn Moro cnabci
CUU NOBIHHIO NIOACLKMX TiN. MNMpn cbOMy ne4veHirn cranun 361mM3bka Kn-
AaTh apkaHu i ctaratu obopoHuiB 3 4YoBHIB A0 cebe. NMobaumsLun ce,
nisHae CeAToCNaB Hebe3neKky i 3HOBY 3a4yB Y pir.

A B Ciin XBUNi yCi APY>XXWHU, WO cToanun 6inga pikm, 6irom nyctmnm-
ca Tyam, obinMairoum, Havye pamMeHamu, Big NONyAHS OpAYy MNeYeHiriB.
OTtoponinu BapBapu, BiACTYNWAN AeW0, asie BCKOPi NOYNCIUAN NPOTU-
BHMKA i, 3a/IMWIMBLUM ManMA Bigain NpoTU YOBHIB, FOJIOBHOK CUJIOKD
yoapunaun Ha APY>XWUHU, WO neperopoaunnu wmtamu yce nosie i Hactyna-
N HA HUX 3 NIYKOM, CrnnucoM Ta MedeM. Oknuk: «llepyHe! lMNepyHe!» —
NPUrIyLWWUB Ha XBWU/IKO LWWYM Mopora, i 3aB’d3anacsa crpawHa 6opoTbba.
MeyeHirn 3Hanu, WwWo Konm nob’toTb APYXMHU, TO CBATOCNAB He BTeYe
3 YOBHIB, MOro nuabHyBana BaTara Ny4YHWKIB Bi4 nons Ta nicy, a BiA
ApYyroi CTOpOHU — TeMHi cunmn HeHacuTus. MNMOKKW WO He 3anManu Ha-
NaCHMKWN NOro rpyuaHiB i Nuwe nepeg HUMU Kunina cTpaweHHa civya Ha
piBHUX yMoBaX. KHsXux nogen 6yno Habarato MeHwe, ane HanacHU-
KM B6ynM Ha KOHSX, XO4 yXe He yCi, 60 MHOr 3 HUX We paHile nosic-
KakKyBaau rnpu npucTtyni Ha YoBHW. 3aTe APYXUHHUKU Bynn ayxdi, ny-
yye OpYy>XeHi i Npu CboMy XOopobpi NoHag yci noxBann. HiXTo 3 HUX He
6yB 61 YCTYNUB Hi Ha N’sSAb, 60 3HaB, WO TYT XOAUTb O KHA39Y, 3 XUT-
TSM SIKOro Ta 340pOB’AM B'13an0Cs yce: nepeMora, cnasa, 3406uy, no-
BOPOT, XUTTH!

'ycto naganu Tpynu 3 060X CTOpiH. 3 BUTTAM Ta CTOFOHOM yMWU-
panun BapBapu, MOBYKMW, CNOKIMHO MMHYNM pycuHun abo, BnaobysLumncs
3 rnNoTu?, nepes’ssyBanu rnMboki paHn pybLeM COpouKn, peMeHeM To-
0.

I HacTana xBuns, y AKin 3abynn obnasi CTOpoHU, Wo 6in cen Mae

1X6AaMTb 0O KHS38 — NAETbCA NPO KHA3S.
I'noTa — TicHsBa.
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SKYCb Uinb, @ came nobiay Haa BoporoMm. ['aHi KpoBto, Knaanucsa Ha
cebe NpOTUBHUKM Yy CKaXeEHIN 3M10CTi i boponnuca, He ornsaatyYnch Hi
Ha 6okun, Hi No3ag cebe. Ha BigAanb KiNbKOX KPOKiB MeTannm CnNucu Ta
cTpinn, pybann meyamm abo Tonopamu, WMaTyBaaM HoXaMu. HaBiTb
Ci, WO nexanu BXe y KpuBaBOMY mnopoci, bpann y4dactb y 60poThbi.
BoHM xananu BoporiB 3a HOrnM pykamm abo noponm HoXxamm yepesa
KoHeWn Ta bopui..

TAXKO 6yN0 pyCbKUM APYXUHHUKAM MPOTUCTOATU XMapi NedeHi-
riB, Ta, NpoTe, HIXTO N HE AyMaB OrnNa4aTUCs 3a AOPOrok A0 BTedi abo
3a nigMorow. YMnisanu pyku i y BapBapiB, Ta Bce-Taku nobadmnm Bo-
HW 3roaoM, Wo ix 6inblie, YMM BOpPOriB, Ta WO ocTaToyHa nobiga npu-
nage Taku iM, GKWO AoAepXXaTb Nosd Ta 3a TUM CaMUM 3aB34TTAM [0-
BeAyTb Civy Ao KiHus. Cepen TeMHUX, 6pyaHMX TOBN CTanu rno4vyeBaTu-
CA OAMKiI OKSIMKK pagowiB abo Xpunnmm perit Ta HacMiwku. Toai CeaTo-
cnaB, SKMW 3 YOBHA 3 HETEPNISAYKO cniavse 3a 6UTBOKO, A0OYB Mey Ta
3MopLwmnB 6poBu yapyre i pa3s y pas rnisagis y fic, xayuu nigmorn. bys
y>Xe KpanHin yac. e xBuns, i obescuneHi gpy>XuHun BnagyTtb abo 3in-
AyTb 3 NON4, a Todi nornbenb KHA39 HEMUHYYA.

Harno 3aMOBK/IM OK/IUKW pafocCTi, a nig caMMM NiCOM 34YMHUBCA
KpUK i MeTywHs. KinbkaHaguaTb Ne4YeHiriB ynano, nouineHux 33aay
cTpinamun. PaHeHi nepeMiwanuca 3 TMMKU, WO Goponncsa 3 nosisHamu
nig cammm NicoM. 3a nMepuo faBoto Niwna aApyra, TpeTd, i KOXHin Bi-
ANOBiAaNnn CKa)XeHi 30MKK Ta KpUKK nouineHmnx. Lline npase Kpuno ne-
YeHiriB noganocs Hasad, a B Cin XBWIMHI goraganucs nosisgHu, wWo
XTOCb M MpUXoanTb Ha niaMory. BOHW ryKHYSiM pafiCHO i 3 HOXaMn B
PYKaxX KMHYNUCA Ha po3nagHaHi BaTarn BOpOriBs.

IX OKNMKOBI BigNOBIB HeMACLKNIA peB Ta CBWUCT, ajie BiH He BU-
MWOB 3 rpyAen BapBapis, vLwe Big YMManoi BaTtarn APY>XUHHUKIB, SAKi
BMCKOYMIN 3 NICOBOro MiBOCTpiBUA HaBMpPOTU CaMOro nopora, i cepen
CKaXeHUX KpWuKiB, Maxarunm 36po€lo Ta Ha/lOMaHUM Yy NiCi ranys3ssm,
KMHYJIUCA MiX... KOHI NeYyeHiris, WO XA4asin Ha MaHiB HenoAasnik nosa
nnedamu 6opuis. TabyH 3n9KaBca i 3 AMKO NOGAMNCKYHOUMMMN O4YMMa Ta
pPO3BiSHUMW rpuBaMu BJIETIB MiX Me4yeHirie. HactaB HeMMOBIpHUN 3a-
KONOT MiX BapBapamu, SKi WOWHO, NeBHi nobian, BUrykyesanm 3 pago-
CTi. B Mni oka BiAXIMHYNN TOBNU Big 60MOBOro psay APYXWH Ta CTanu
NOBUTU po3waninnx KoHen abo sbmeaTth ix. A 3a TabyHoM 6ir Ha yoni
HanAobipHIWOl KHAXOT APY>XWHWU McCTUcnae, SSIKMA HanpaBwWB MepLuni
yAap Meya Ha TuX, Wwo o0610Xunm 6ynm KHAXi YOBHMU.

Mano XTo BUMLLOB 3 XWUTTAM 3-MOMIXK HUX, 60 KON Nuie OKIUK:
«[lepyHe!» — 3anyHaB 3a IX nfiedynma, 3iCKOYMB i KHA3b 3 YOBHa i Mep-
Wi noBiB ToBapuwiB Ha Bopora. NpuTUCHeHi 3 ABOX 60KiB, Ne4veHirn
6oponuca Ao 3arnHy. I 3ruHynm BCi. B XXMBUX OCTanucs nuuwe aeski,
LLIO ceryac Ha CaMuMi NepLINN KPUK XaxXy 3a njaedynma noganaucsd Hasaa
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I 3Miwanunca 3 ToBnow. ApyXwWHa KHA349 3nydunaca 3 MctucnasoM, |
obunaBa, Haye TapaHu, yaapuiu Ha Bopora. Ta y cboro He 6yno Bxe
cun. MNeyeHirn BTpaTUAM Hagito Ha nobigy i 3MIHUANCA Yy OAHIN XBUII Y
3BMYaMHMX CTENOBMX KOYOBMUKIB. BCi 3abynu Bpa3 npo ToBapuLliB, Ha-
YanbHWUKKW Nepuwi Aann Horam 3HaTW, i XTO Mir, wesaB Yy nici, wobu sk-
HaNcKopiwe ONMHUTUCS Ha BiNIbHUX CTenax.

Morpom 6yB uUiNKOBUTMIK. Hacnpasai 3rMHyso 4O ABOXCOT pycCu-
HiB, @ paHeHuX 6yno yaABOE CTiNIbKU, ane neyvyeHiriB 3armnHyno yaecsre-
po 6inble, rosloBHO TOMY, WO 4enaab i pabu cendac posbirnmcsa no
6onoBuLLi i HE OCTaBUIN XXUBUM Hi OAHOIO paHeHoro. I Tak Hikyan 6y-
no bpaty NONIOHEHUX...

Kono nonyaHsa é6utea 6yna ckiH4eHa, ane MCTUCNaBoOBi HE NpUHe-
Cna BOHa pajowis. JIOT gictaB nankok rno rososi, Tak Wo siexas 6e3
nam’saTi y YOBHi, @ 3 NpaBoro 60Ky Ha rpyasx Hawuwan ToBapwuLli rnau-
60Ky paHy Big HOXa. CBiAOMI NiKApCbKOi WTYKU APYXWUHHUKW Ka3anu,
o JIIoT HeCKopo BepHeTbCsa Yy 601OBi psian, TOMYy CYMHO Ta HeBecesno
cuaiB MosoZeub Y KHAXOMY YOBHI Haj CBOIM AobpuM ApyroMm, npuknia-
Aar4yn MomMy xonogHy soay. Tosapuwi rpebnun secnamu, apyri 6anaka-
nv npo 6mtBy abo cnanu Ha Koxyxax. PaHeHi nepeB’sisyBann paHu
abo 3anyckanu B HUX Pi3Hi Nikn.

Harno nigHicca 3 yepagaka CeaTtocnas, WO Cno4vMBaB Ha fasi, i ni-
Ainwos Ao Mctucnaea Ta JlioTa. BiH noknaeB pyKy Ha njsiedye mosoaus i
CKa3aB >XapToM:

— 4 paa, Mmonoaye, WO T 3i MHOKW. He 3paamB T AaBHbLOI ClaBu
TBOro poay, 6epexun nuwe, wob cam pig He nponas, a To N Bonogu-
MUpOBI Tpeba 6yae KONUCHL repois.

Monogeub MOKpacHiB, TOBapwulli 3acMigaNnnca, a KHA3b FOBOpPUB
Aanblue rnoBoJii:

— born Pycbkoi 3eMni 3annatate Tob6i 3a TBOK 3ac/iyry WacTsaMm
Ta 0obpoM Ha BecCb BiK, a 8 iMeHyl Tebe BoOXAeM MOIX NpuUbIYHUKIB.
ToMy, — Aodas, 3BepTaluyuCb A0 MPUCYTHIX FpUAHIB, — rNa4iTb Ha
CbOro mMosiogus, 9K Ha MeHe camoro. BiH Biakpue 3paay i Ai3HaBCA 3a-
34anerigb Npo Hanaa. 3aBAsikn MOMYy M po36unm MM HUHI NOraHuXx.

— CnaBa BO€BOAI! — NyKHynuM ToBapuLLi, WO aXk Tenep Ai3Hanucs
NMpo NMpUYnHY BMBULLEHHSA McTUCNnasa.

— J110T BepHeTbCAa AO0MiB, — 3aKiHYMB KHA3b, — a WO Y HbOIo Xa-
™M pactb 6ir, To BiH noige y TBOE ABopwuwe, McTucnaee, 3annaTuUTb
TBOI OB 30/10TOM abo MeueM i 3axae Ha Tebe.

McTncnae KMHYBCSl KHA3€eBi 4O KONiH, ane cen obHAB MOro Ta no-
LiflyBaB Tpu4i N0 AaBHbOMY 3BUYalo.
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IX
Y TEPMAX

Konucb aaBHO 3i coHsa4HOI Ennaan Ha nobepexxs MNMoHTy EBKCiHa
(YopHoro Mops) npuixanu ranepu, a 3 HUX BUCINKN Ha 6eper 6nnckyui
cni>xeBuMn 36posiMn ronitTn. 3a HUMM — OAITI Y KpalleHy BOBHY XiH-
KW Ta nNperapHi YOpHOOKI AHroNiaTka — AiTU.

He3sBicHi coHsiuHOMY niacoHHto® [peuii 6ypi waninu 3i 34BOEHO0O
CU/IOK Y FpyAasX FopoXaH rpeubKnx MICT, | HacnigKOM CUX KOMOTHeY i
CnopiB iXxann Ha TeMHuUn beper KiMepinuiB CiMT MPOrHaHMX NPOTUBHU-
KiB. OgHa 3a Apyrow Npuisaunm BOHW i ociganu nopydy — cepepg Bap-
BapCbKMX HapoaiB. Bckopi ob6Benncs xaTu rocrnodapcbKow CTiHOK, a
CTiHW — UuBIiTY4YMMKM oropoadamMun Ta 36ixokeBMMKM nonsamMu. A BCnig 3a
CUM MNOSABUINCA Ha 3e/ieHaBO-CUHIX XBunax [oHTYy apyri ranepu, Ta
BXe He 3 rnoceneHusmMmn, a 3 Kynusamu, aki 3abmpanu nnogm YopHOMOPp-
CbKOro ropoja i Be3nu iX y Aaneky rapHy COHA4YHy Ta rosnogHy Enna-
Ay.

OpHauye rpeubki noceneHui He octanucb xnibopobamun, Haniseap-
BapCbKMMK pmbankaMn Ta nactyxamu. Y ix ropoax po3uBisiN LUTYKW,
HayKW, NocTtanun CBATWUHI, nanaTtun, TepMun, 3aBoAMINCS irpula — uina
HoBa [peuida mocTtana Ha AMKoMYy ckanuctomy 6epesi CkiTii. 3rogom
CTanu i BapBapu npurnagaTmcs 4o rpeubkoro nobyTy i 6aunnm, wo ce-
pen Moro CTiH uapuTb cnokin, 6esneka i rapasa. BoHu ctanu ocigatn y
ropoai abo 6ina HbLOro i 3amMMaTUCs. pi3HOK npaueto, 60 ua npaus
npuHocuna 6ncKyye 30/10TO, COMOAKE BUMHO, SICKpaBe CYKHO Ta SICHY,
AOoCi He BuaaHy 36poto. I Tak uBina rpeubko-CKiTCbKa KysbTypa AOBri
CTOMITTS, aX MPUNLWAN BOEHHI Yacu, MaHAPIBKU Pi3HUX MNJIEMEH Ta Ha-
poais, obnoru, noxexi, BOpoxXobHi, nowecrTi.

opon 3ManiB, NoBasiWMANCA FOPOACHLKI CTiHW, nMopocnn 6yp’aHOM
3BanuWa nanaT, CBATUHb, MOKPULLIUANCA CTaTyi, nowesanun UiHHOLW i
ckapbu. Konun yapyre 3ibpanncs MelwkaHui ctaBntn 3abopono A0BKO-
na MicTta, niHia ykpinneHb obHana Habarato MeHLWWM NPOCTip, YMM ne-
peawe. [loBkoOsla HOBUX CTiH /1exajia WKMpoKa rnosioca HeyXWUTKiB, Ha
AKUX MiX 6yp’siHiB, byaskiB Ta TpaB TO TyT, TO TaM BMU3Upanu Cipi 3Ba-
nmuwa 6yapiBenb — CBIAKIB CMAaBHOI MUHYBLUMHU; Y HUX THI3gUNuUcs ra-
AOKU, ALWIPKMW Ta CKOPMIOHX, a YacaMu i ripwi 3BipiB Ta raglok — Jio-
an.

MicTo XepcoHec neXxano Ha MasioMy KaM'aHMCTOMY MiBOCTpiBUI, a
He Haj 3alMBOM, 3 Ornsa4y Ha Te, Wwo nerwe 6yno 60pOHUTN BY3bKY

'MNMigcoHHsa — knimar.
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LUMNKY, YAM LAWK KPYr yKpinneHb. NpauboBUTICTb FOpPOXaH 3MiHUMA
6yna Konucb KaM'ssHUCTY NOYBY Yy poAtodi rpsaakum, ane 3 NnpuxoaoM Bo-
poOriB 3aKUHYU XepcoHecui IX ynpaBy. CyMHi 3Banuwa i pyiHU OKpy-
Xanu ropoA, Wo Haye 3 TPMBOrOK FOpHYBCS A0 nobepexxsi y caMoMy
KyTi niBoctpoBa. Bce-Takn KopcyHb 6yB Ha CBi yac we YymManmnMm Mic-
TOM i BaXXMBCHA HaBiTb He pa3 CTaBUTU ONip Bi3aHTINCbKUM KecapsaMm. 3a
yaciB CeaTocnasa 6yB BiH Mo CTOpoHi Kanokipa, a Bi3aHTINCbKi CTpa-
TMrn' He noka3sysanucs i 61M3bKo. Paga Micta Bupiwmna nigaaTmcs y
OMiKy MOFyTHbOro KH4A34 Pyci, TUM pajlle, WO KHA3b He npaBuB Big
ropoga Higkol gaHi. Ocb YoMy CesATOCNaB NpubysB 3 YCiM BiMCbKOM A0
KTeHyHTCbKOro 3anuBy.

TyT 6yno 3aBCian YMMano KynuiB-rpeyHukKiB, Wo ixann Ha Pycob, i
Apyrmnx, wo septanucsa 3 bonrapii. Bia cux apyrux gisHaBcsa cemyac no
npuisai Ceatocnas, Wo BoeBoga CBUHeENbA 3 TPYAOM AEPXKUTLCSA NuULle
y Bbonrapii Ta wo kecap 36MpaETbCAa Ha HbOr0 BEIMKUM MOXOA0M. TOMY
PiLLMBCS Takn cenyac Bigicnatm Ha PyCb YCiX HeQYyXUX Ta paHEHUX, a 3
yCiMa 340pOBUMMU CMilUMTK CBOIM Ha nigMory. KopCcyHsiHM 6axanu nosi-
TaTU KHA349 3 BEJIMKUM TOPXECTBOM, 3 MY3MKOK Ta CMiBOM, ane KHA3b
HaBiTb He MiWoB 3 NPUCTaHI y MicTo. BiH nocnas nvwe paai JapyHKM i
NPOCMB BiANPaBUTU HeAyXWX BOSKIB Ha Pycb abo BWUroiTH iX paHu y
KopcyHi, a cam 3 Mctucnasom, LllBapHOM Ta 4yoTupMma rpyuaHAMU BuU-
MwoB Ha 6eper Be4OpoOM i BCKOPI We3 i3 oven ApyXuH, ki Tabopunun-
CA Ha YoBHax Ta 6epesi.

byna Hiu. 3 Bubirarouoro ganeko y mMope niBoCTpoBa Ha YycCi CTO-
POHU pO3ropTaBCs 4YyA0oBUN BUA MOpS, gke 6amwano CUHABUM CAEBOM,
Hauye po3nnasseHe cpibno. NMocepea HLOrO SACHIB, Hade nosoca 30/0-
TUCTOro OrHto, BiAGNNCK caMoro Micaus yrnosHi. bnnckydi xBuni nepe-
NUBANNUCH, MIHSAKUYM LWOpa3 Kpacku Ha 65mnck, a npu 6epesi wyminm
TUX0, o6MMBatOUM NiQHIXOKA CTPIMKNX ckan. Cen TUXUIA LWYyM HANOBHSB
BO34YyX CBOIM roBOpOM, Haye monmTtBa 3eMni no 6ora-Heba, Haue Kas-
Ka Npo AaBHi-AaBHi Yacu, KOAMU-TO BUCOKI, CTPYHKI LWOMINUCTI npuBece-
NbHUKWN BO3WUJIM 30/10TO Ta 30/710T€ BUHO Y TbMaBun, MpayHUI Kpan Ki-
MepinuiB.

A ocb i HaarpobHi Nam’aTHUKM TOro 4acy, Cipi, CUHSIBUM CSIEBOM
NOBUTI PYiHM AAaBHbOro XepcoHeca: CTiHW, cToBnn, 06/10MKUK CTaTyH, a
Mi>K HAMW AOCUTb BUCOKA We Hanisuina éyaisnsa tepmu.

Konucb faBHO CXoaAMNMUCA TYT repoHTU «xepcoHecy 6asineyysec»
Kynatucs, obrosopitoBaTu Aep>XaBHi cnpasu, Crioputn Ta banakaTtwu.
Hari pabu HaTupanu Tina naHiB aTMUbKOK OJIMBOIO, TX BOJIOCCHA Hap-
aAoMm, BepbeHow, a 6poBun aHTUMOHOM. [pyri uuTtanu TBOpU [OMepa,
Codokna, Espiniga, a ayx 6e3cMepTHOI Kpacn enniHCbKUX TBOPIB 3A4iM-
MaBCcs Han 6/MCKy4yor YyCiMa KpackaMu Ayru rnagkow Ta CTPYHKOLO

lCtpaTtur — Bi3aHTilicbkuit BoeBOJa. — ABT.
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byaisneto. Tenep He Te. OAHMX KiMHAT HeEMa 30BCiM, ApYri A0 NONOBU-
HW HAaNOBHEHI pyMOBULLEM MOBaNEeHUX CTeNb Ta Kpull, a Y BENIUKY 3a-
N0, Ae KOJIMCb Ha MPaMOpPHMX NoXKaX MOKOINUCA Tina BUKYMaAHWUX Ta
HaMalleHUX XepCOoHITIB, CMManocs NMPOMiHHA MicAUS Ha BUCOKI Byp’siHK
Ta Kynu obneTiBwoi 3anpasu.

Ane wo ce? Y ce 3-Haa CTiKCy BEPHYNUCH TiHI AAaBHO NOMepanx
ropoXxaH? Yu ayxm nomepnmx 6e3 cnosigi 3 NisHiwWmMx 4yacis? Yu, Moxe,
NnXi noaun, onpullKK, Wwo obkpaaatoTb rpobu y rnyxy niBHiY?

Mig CTiHOW cepeaHbOi KiMHATU CUAINM Ha BeNWMKUX obBanax ABa
MYXIi Y LUMPOKUX Ta AOBIrMX BOBHAHUX, MNallax 3 KanTypaMmu.

— He Bganoca? — nutae O4AUH.

— Hi! KoHyHr pgoragaBcs npo Hanag i po3bmuB nedediris, MoB
open rycen.

— [luaBon po3kasaB CBOEMY CUHOBI Mpo 3aciaky! — nposBopyaB
Kpi3b 3ybu nepLunun.
— E, Hil — BignosiB apyrun. — Buako, cam OAiH nocnaes Momy

KpyKiB NyriHa i MyHiHa, i BOHM CNOBICTUAM WMOro Npo 3aciaky 3paaniu-
BUX HidntoHrie. LLlo npasaa, To npasaa!

Bynn ce ®apnad i NapTeHin. Obmuasa cnainn 3 XBUIbKY MOBYKMU,
Konu Harno ®apnad 3ipBaBcs i BUCTPO cTaB ornggaTucs AoBKona.

— lNenb! — npoBopyaB. — XTOChb iae!

XBUNbKY npucnyxanuca obuaea.

— Hi, — BiaizBaBcsa lNapTeHin. — Ce, neBHO, fAwipka abo ragtoka.
Cipan, ®apnadge, NnorosopmMmo.

Mocipanw.

— Haw nnaH, — rosopus rpek, — 6yB Tak obaymaHun, wo Ces-
TOCMaB HissKk He Mir noro 36arHyTu. lNpasaa, Wo BiH Mir HagiaTUCA Ha-
nagy Ha noporax; ase 4yoMy BiH CaM B TakoMy pa3si 3pobus 3acigkKy Ha
neyeHirie i BUTOBK iX A0 HOrn? Ha ce Tpeba byno aoknagHO 3HATH, KO-
nn i ge HanagyTb.

— [eBHO, nNigicnae wWnuryHis, — ToskyBas ®apnad.

— Kaxew, nigicnas wnuryHis? [Jobpe! YoMy X BiH caM XaaB Ha
HWUX, @ He BeJliB BOEBOAAM 3HULLNTU BOpora?

— Xa, xa! — 3acmigasca ®apnad. — Bu, rpekn, He 3HAETE KOHYH-
ra. BiH He papye Hi ogHoOi nopsigHoi 6iMku. BiH, 6a4, 3a MaMol He
nnakas, ane 3a Takow 6inkoto, 9K ocb Ha noporax, npobi, wo 3anna-
KaB 61, MOB AMTMHA 3a irpawkot. CBATOCNaB — Ce Kpuus, a cepue
NOro 3 KaMeHs i TO A0pOroro KameHs.

— He cMincqa, ®apnade, — 3aMiTUB igKo rpek, — XT0 byae npo-
TocnaTapieM, KON TU CTaHew MonuTtucsa ao Cestocnasa?

®apnad cnanaxHys.

— XT0? 4 — MonuTuca? A Ao cBoix 6oriB He AyXe-ToO 4acTo MO-
nocsa, a maB 6M MONNMTUCA A0 BalnX?
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— BiH He Haw 6or!

— ba, ane kpawe Bac nywnTb, HiXX JIboki 6aratux kapnukise. I Bu
noro ayxe 6oitecsa. Ce 3po3yMino, nmwe, 6aunte, y Bac, rpekis, HeHa-
BMASATb TOro, Koro 60atbcs. Y Hac He Te. Y Hac LWaHYKTb TakKoro re-
poOsl, X04a Ha HbOrO M BOPOrykTb. TOMY i 9 He 34iMHAB 6N pyKM Ha
HbOro, AOKMN CNYXY NOMY.

— [lycTe roBopeHHsA! — He BTepniB rpek i CTUCHYB N'ACTYKW. —
Yéun noro, a nobaunwl, Ky oaepxuw Haropoay. Hi Tobi, Hi TBOIM ri-
nepbopenusiM He CHMUIOCS HaBiTb NPO Taki ckapbu.

®apnad coniB roslOCHO i MOBYaB HepilleHO.

— CTaHew naTpuuieM, aictaHew barpsiHMuULIO, 30/0Te Yinbue, pa-
6iB, pabuHb, rapHux, Haye aHronun, 6aratcrte 6e3 Mipu, nanaty y Lap-
ropoAi Um age 3axoudell...

— [enb! — npoxpunis ®apnad. — leBHO, WO ce cToino 6m Tpy-
na. Ane, 6auunw, y Hac TBepai 3aKOHW. 3BiSIbHN MEHe 3 KHSXOI CIyX-
6un, a 3aBTpa yaapto Ha HbOro... HMHi He MOoXY, A Bapsir, He rpek, MeHe
NpokNsanm 6 yci rpsayLli NOKONiIHHS.

— Ane nobnarocnoeutb Tebe 6or, MNMaHaris i 3aCTynHUK iX Ha 3eM-
ni — Kecap. Y HUX € cepeHUKM nobigntn CBOro cynocraTta, ajie BOHU
He 6axaloTb cobi po3nmeBy Kposi, Kanokip 3Hae, wo pobutun, i cnm pa-
30M He YHWUKHe 3armbeni cuH Onbru-XpucTusHKW. bauui, oTxe, wWo
CBOEI BipHICTIO KHA3S8 He cnacewl, TOMY Npucniwun KiHeub BiMHW yaa-
pOM Meuya, a po36uTTsa BiCbKa ocTaB LiMMicxieBi. TBOI 3aKOHM He A0-
CcArHyTb Tebe 6ina noro npecrony, cepen TBoix 6baratcTs. lNoayman we
pa3, a Ni3Ha€w, wo nmwe ybmnsCcTBO MOXe BiaBEpHYTU Hebe3rneky Bin-
HW Big iMnNepii. TOMY CTaHb crnacuTesneMm MUpY, a CBIT BUHAropoauTb Te-
6e Npu3HaHHAM, BASKOIO | 3HAYIHHAM.

®apnad conis roslIoCHO, CTUCKAB PyKMW, NepecTtynas 3 HOMM Ha Ho-
ry, BKiHUi BCTaB.

— UWlo », npoTtocnaTtapie, 3roga 4u Hi? — Hamnondaras rpek.

— 3roga! — npoxpunis ®apnad i BigBepHYBCA.

— Xa, xali — cmigscsa rpek. — Tun, bpaTte, He npuBuk! Ane ocb
yaap medeMm, ce numwe xpunda! Tpoxu KpuKy, 3aMmillaHHsA, a NOTOMY BU-
coTta, baratcTBo, A06pO, HeaocsxHe ANnsg ycix Tux, wo 6odartbcsa Aain. He
Besinka wryka 6opoTtumca! Ce KoxHUn buk ymie! Ane ybutu Ceatocna-
Ba cepen APYXWHWU NOro, C€ BUYMHOK...

— Cnpasgi! — 3aknukas ®apnad. — Ce BYMHOK 3irypaa, wWwo
BObMB dadHipa i3 3acigku. Mo ctexui cxoams dadHip 40 BOAOMNOK, Y
Hin BMKOMaB repom My, a Koau 3Min iwoB no Hin, B6uB MoMy Mey
npamo y cepue. HiXxTo He Ha3mBae Cboro 3paaoto. ligy ocb i 4...

— Mig rpatn! — no4dynuca 3a HUMKU TUXi CoBa, MOB raglunmn
CUK, @ piBHOYACHO rpiMKO 3anyHaB nobpe 3BiCHU 060OM rpi3HUN ronoc
KHA3S:
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— bpatu ix!
3akiTnyBanocs y tempsBi. LLlectepo MyxiB KMHYyoca Ha o60x ne-
pepsiXXeHUX 3aroBipHUKIB i NOB'd3ann iX y MJi oka.

X Xk X

Bucoko mananun BOrHi Ha NpuUCTaHi. Ha cTtonax Ta ckatepTdax Ba-
NANNCA OCTaHKM NUPY, SKUN KOPCYHAHWU 30CTaBUNIN KHA3EBi Ta MOro
APY>XWHi. HeporpuseHi WMaTKM HaniBKpMBaBOro M'sica, KOCTi 3 BapeHoi
6apaHMHK Ta MOPOCATUHU, KYCHiI XxNiba, KopXi, Kanaui. Benuki MigsaHi
Ka3aHW 3 OoCTaTKaMW Kawi Banaauca AOBKONa, NoxasnadHi NMBoM, Me-
AOM Ta BUMHOM. Y nicok 6ynu BkonaHi ABoByxi ampopu 3 BuHamu. OgHi
6ynn nopoxxHi abo HaBiTb MOTOBYEHi, AOBKOMAA APYrUX TOBNUIUCS Lie
FPUAHI, N'I0YM Ta BUF'YKYHOUM Ha YeCTb paaun MicTa Ta KHA34. [loaekyam
A3BEHINN CTPYHW Ta COMiNKKU, i CNiBOMOOHI pyCbKi APY>XWHHUKK chniBa-
nn noboBHI Ta XapTiBnuBi niceHbkM abo XOpoM 3aBOAUNN MOXBasbHi
nicHi kKHa3eBi. CKpi3b nMaHyBasia BecenicTtb i 6e3XypHicTb ngen, wo,
neBHi nobign Haa BOporom, mwnm y 6in, MOB y TaHeLb.

Jlnwe y HanganbwoMy KyTi MiBOCTpoOBa, Ni4 CaMUM ropoACbKUM
MypoM, 6yno TUXO i CNOKiIMHO. Mano He BCA i4a CTUria y KasaHax i Ha
ctonax, amdopun CTosIn psiAOM HeHapylleHi, 604kn 3 NMBOM BITpU-
IUCb Ha BiNIbHOMY NOBITPi. TyT cTosiNM TabopoMm BapsAru, ane Hi 0AuH 3
HWUX He cigas 3a cTin. [eski, wo nociganu 6ynun, noBcrtaBanu cenyac i
niwnu y 36ip, wo obctynas Ha 6epe3i Mops rypTOK NOAEN.

YoTnpbOoX NPUBIYHNX APYXUHHUKIB 3i WMTaMM Ta CNMUCaMM CTOSANO
Ha YOTUPbOX porax, a Mk HUMKU Yy 6arpsiHin MaHTii KHA3b Y 6/IMCKYYO-
MY LLUOJIOMIi 3i 30/10TUCTUM rpebeHeM i 3 MeyeM npum boui. 3a HUMKN BUA-
KO 6yno ABOX B'sI3HIB, MOB’AI3aHMX MOTY336M, Y NigpaHin oaexi 3i 3a-
MapaHuM nuueM Ta NOKpuBaB/ieHUMU pykaMu. [lo3apy gaBanu nosip
Ha 6paHuiB Boesoga LLBapHo i McTtucnas, obunasa y 6amMckyumx 36po-
ax, 3 4obyTuMn Meyamm B pykax. bauck orHuw BigbuBascs y SICHOMY
MeTani KpmBaBMMKU pedriekcamun, sKi naganm Ha obnnyyda NpUCYTHIX i
Hadasasin IM CyBOPOro, rpisaHoOro BUrnsaay.

KHA3b CTYNMB Ha KaMiHb, SSKMWA MPUKOTUAM Bapsrn 3-nig ropoa-
CbKOI CTiHW, i NigHAB pyKy. poMaga 3aMoOBKJ/a, XO4 MakoM Cin, i nuwe
3 BigAani AOHOCUBCSA TOMiH NUPYOYNX PYCUHIB.

— Xopobpi BiKiHIM, MOI BipHi rpuaHi, cnyxamte MeHe i 3aMKHIiTb
Cy[oBe KOJI0 AOBKOJSIA CUX ABOX Ta MeHe, Wwobu po3cyanTu MiXK HaMu
npasay i 6pexHto. Ak BM nigganucsa nig MiM nposig, Tak s nigaatcs
nig saw cya. I akwo npasaa BUABUTLCA HE MpU MeHi, CTaHy i AaM Bia-
nosigb obmxeHoMy dapnadoBi, KON BiH i Ae 3axouye.

MoBUYKM O6CTYNWUAN BapArn rypTok i 3aroBopuin:

— Twn, KHA310, Kaxun cnoso! Bia Tebe nae npasga! — kasanu oa-
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Hi.

— Qapnad xopobpuit BoiH! — roBopuan Apyri. — Y HbOro Tex He
6yno goci 3paau.

— ['oBoOpwu, roeopu! — 3akpuyanu BKiHUI YCi 1 3aMOBKJ/IN, XAYYM.

— Cen TYT npucyTHin ®apnad Epik3eH NpunHAB y MeHe cnyxby,
SIK Ball BOEBOAA, i CNY>XMB MeHi NpaBAoko Kifibka NiT. 3a ce oaep>XyBaB
yce, 4oro cnig »kagatn ApY>XUHHWUKOBI, @ KPiM CbOro, e W BASKY KHS-
39 i NPU3HAHHA Ha4yaNbHOMo BOXAA.

Mo 360pi BapsAriB No4yBCs roBip 040bpeHHs.

— Ane, — npopgosBxyBaB CBsaATocnas, — cnabum 6ye ayx dapna-
da, a cepue nMoro Tyxuno Ao 6inbwmnx ckapbie Ta nNovyecTten, YMM s No-
My Mir gatu, i TOMy nocsyxaB CNOKYCHMKa rpeka [lapTeHis, Akuin 3
npuKasy rpeubkoro Kecaps nNiAMOBMB MevyeHirie A0 Hanajy Ha MO
NpubiYHYy ApYXWHY npu Bonoui. ®apsad MaB OCTaBUTU KHA3HA Yy Hebe-
3neui cepen BOpOriB i BeCTM Bac Aasli ax o XepcoHece. AKWO MeHe
6ynn 6 ybunun neuenirn, mas ®apnad oaepxatm neBHy cnyxby i nnat-
HIO y Kecaps...

— SAK-TO? — nuTanu ctapui Mix Bapsaramm. — [NOKMHYTU KOHYHra
y 600 — ce 3paga!
— Woro Xxutra HanexuTb A0 Bonogapsa! — Kasanu gpyri.

Y 360pi HacTano 3amiwaHHA. ApY>XUHHUKKN 6ynin KpanvHbO 03/106-
NeHi, pa3 ToMy, WO He bpanu y4dacTi y 6010, @ TakKoX TOMY, LLO HA HUX
nagasna HeyecTb 6yTH Nig NpoBOAOM 3pafHUKaA i Tpyca, SKUA TIKAE Bif
BOpora.

Ane ocb CBsTOCNnas AaB 3HOBY 3HaK, WO 6a>xa€ roBopwuTH, i BCi
3aMOBKJIU.

— OpHave Hanag He BaaBcsA. borm noMornn MeHi po3nepiwmTn
CTenoBMX BOBKIB 4K Cfig, He MOBCTUAANNCA MOI repol AaBHbOI CnaBu.
Toai rpek lMapTteHin niamoBuB ®Papnada ybutn meHe Medem, a dap-
nadg... srogmecs! Yynmn Bu Take, xopobpi, BipHi BiKiHrn?

XBUNbKY MOBYanu Bapsarun. BiagTak cKkaxeHUin peB BMPBABCS 3 YCiX
rpyaeu.

MuTTi0O 3abnumwanm CoTHi MediB Ta HOXIiB, BCi 6irnyM nowMaTtysaTu
3paAHuKIB, WO 3aTiaNn HeyyBaHe AO0CI MiIXX CKaHAiHABCbKUMU repodaMum
Aino: yéutn enacHoro sosiogaps. Cein BUMHOK KMAaB Ha YCixX Bapsris
CTpalWHy, YOpHY NasMYy, a Konm 6 6yB CMNOBHUBCS, KPOB YCiX CUX CUHIB
Aanekoi niBHo4vi He 3Muna 6 ii. Tenep mMorna ii 3MUTU KPOB 3pagHuKa.
Tomy 6irnun yci ButoumnTu ii 3 ®apnada. Ane CBATOCIaB PO3HSB PYKM,
BaApTOBi NPOCTArMN CNUCKU i Medi, ToBNa 34epxanacs.

— 3aXaiTb, Xopobpi Moi, — ckaszaB, — s He 6axar MecTi, nmwe
cyny! — BiaTak, 3BepTtarouncb A0 MigCYAHUX, CMUTaB:

— Yun npusHaewcs, MNapTteHie, A0 cboro, wWo 6axas 3paaoto nory-
6nUTKU MeHe i MoiX?
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['peKk ynaB Ha KoJiHa.

— Bnaawuko, kecapto, — nebeanis, — kKnsaHyca To6i 6orom, npeyn-
CTOK Ta ycCiMa CBATUMU, WO ce Hernpasaa... Ce nuxi nogn ob6bpexanu
Tebe, 60 6axalTb TBOEI i MOEl norybu. Kecap XOTiB Take BUYMHUTH,
ane s He 3rogmecs i Bigpaaxysas nedyeHiram... Ce ®apnad BunHus, 60
Kecap iMeHyBaB MOro npotocrnatapiem... 4 6y 6u T06i yce po3ka3sas,
Ta 6osBCs, 60 BapsaAr Meyem rpo3mB MeHi...

MapTeHin roBOpUB CKOPO rpeLbKO MOBOK i TpsICCA yBeCb 3i
cTpaxy. Moro noseneHine nuue CyAOpPOXHO CKOPYMSIOCH, a yce Tino
netino kpisb pykun. KHAa3b BiaBepHYBCA 3 Bigpa3ol Big Tpyca, AesKi
NABanu 3 AocCaau, a iHWi AaBann BUSIB CBOEMY OOYpPEHHIO, BUKPUKY-
HOUN:

— [o rHoto 3 Tpycom! Hanoitn noro rHoiskor! Ha Kin 3 HUM!

Ane KHA3b He 403BOSINB BapsiraM BOUTKU rpeka.

— BiH He nig BawwnM npucyaoMm, a nig MoiM, — ckasas. — S 1noro
caM nokapakw Ha CbOoMy, WO MoMy Muniwe Big decTi. MNMoroaite!.. Ane
oCb M, ®apnade, 4m TaKoX 3axoyell BignmMpaTmncs Big BUHN?

dapnac MoBuas.

— Sk CBIiT cBiTOM, He 6yBano cboro, Wob6 Bapsar He TO WO MOKMU-
HYB Bonogaps, asne we npuobiusas Noro ckputo B6mMTKM 3a rpiw Ta no-
yecTi! Ce HeuyBaHe, ce cTpawHe ainol.. I xTo MaB BigBary Moro B4Yu-
HWTWU, TOW NMOBUHEH MATU NPUHAWMEHLWIEe TiNbKK 4YecTi, wob npusHaTu-
cd. Cum 34iMMe BiH 3i CBOro pogy Xo4 raHbby, a noTepnuTb JIUWEHb
Kapy, sika 3Maxe BUHY i HeYecCTb.

®apnad nobnia we 6inblwe, ane NigHAB ropao ronosy.

— Tak, KHA310, i BU, TOBapuWi, — CKa3aB TBepAo, — 4 nianaBcs
HamMoBaM OCb cei ragatoku, ane OfiH OCTepir KOHYHra, cnaBa MOMY 3a
ce! A3n He 6axanu 3paau i NoraHi i WATb MEHE HA TEMHUN HanbCT-
paHa, 60 6axatoTb 36epertn CMHa i BHyKa repois Bif CTpaxiTTsa i raHb-
6n MNenbrammy. 9 po3ymMito Tenep BESIMKOPO3YMHICTb KHA349 Ta JlacKy
6orie, TOMy npusHatcsa 40 BUHU. CyadiTb MeHe!

I 3 ropao nigHeceHow ronoBow BKASK Papnad nepen KHs3eM, a
no 36opi noHicca roeip onobpeHHs. [Jo KHA38 npuctynue LLUBapHO i
nogas MOMY AepeB’dHy Manuuky, siKy KHS3b MaB 3/1aMaTu Ha4 roso-
BO 3/104MHUSA Ha 3HAK CMepTesibHOro npucyay. Ane KHs3b He BUMHUB
Cboro. Pyka 3 masnukoro Bnana B340BX Tisla, YO/I0 HAXMYPWUII0CH, BUL-
KO, KH3b AyMaB Haj YMMCb i 3BOAMB BHYTpPIiWHIO 60poTLbby. YCi npucy-
THi MOBYanu, Xaydn npucyay.

BkiHUi 3arosopue CBATOCNaB:

— Yun € XT0 Yy Kpy3i, XTO 6 He nosipmB y NpaBay obBMHYBa4YeHHSN?
— cnuTaB. — SKLWO HanaeTbCs TakuM, HEXAW NiginMe pyky, a a 3inay
3 KaMeHs i nepegam MoMy Nposig Ha cyaunLi.

Hi oaHa pyka He nigHanacs.
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— Konun Tak, To Tn. ®apnade. BUHEH y 3padi Ta BipO/IOMCTBI, i S
noBuHeH ybutn tebe... Ane a npowato T06i, 60 y TBOIX HaMipax byna
Be/MY ragku niagTaTM oAHUM yAapoM Medya abo HOXa OCHOBY CBITY,
yClo Benn4yHy 6yaoBy MOE€i gepxasu, cyabby BizaHnTii Ta Bonrapii!

Y 360pi XxBUAO NaHyBasia MOBYaHKa, ajsie noTiM 3HOBY MOYYJINCS
KPUKU HEerogoBaHHA:

— Tak He Moxe 6yTun! Ce copom! Ce ranbba! Mig rpatmn 3pagHu-
ka! Moro 3paaa Ha Hac i cuHax Hawwmx! MNig rpaTtv, nig rpaTtu!

CBdATOCNaB MaxHyB PYKOK i BiAKMHYB MoAaHy WMOMY Najnuuyky, a
McTucnas po3TaB MOTY3U, SkuMmm 6yB 3B'3aHuin ®apnad. Tosna 3a-
MOBKJ1a, @ KHA3b 3BepHYBCA Ao [lapTeHia:

— I Tebe, Tpyce, He cTaHy 4 kKapaTtu, 60 MeHi Xanb NOraHuUTU
ypeBil po3gasneHnMm xpobakoM. Ctupg i raHbba T06i i TBOIM. TBOIO Bipy
icnosigyBasna Mo Matu KHArmMHS Onbra, i BOHa npuHocuna i 4ecTb.
MeHi 30aBanocs, Wo BOHA € Bipow bnaropoaHux cepaeub. Tenep 6a-
4y, WO i 3paAHUKHK, i 6OAry3n Tex MOXYTb ByTH rpeubKoi Bipu, i 9 BO-
10 repoucbKy Bipy 6aTbKiB, WO 3pagHMKa KapaE CMepTHo, YMM TBOLO,
LLIO BMBMULLYE MOro noHag apyrmmun. A tenep rnaaun! MNosag tebe cToiTh
CUH Boecnasa, sskoro T Konucb orpabus. lNpasaa?

— KnaHycb npeuncroto, — 3anebenis 3HOBY rpek, — wo ce 6yno
3 NpuKasy...

— Kanokipa, 3Hato, — AOKIHYMB KHA3b, — asie Noro TyT HeMa, a y
Tebe ManvHO yMMane. 3aBTpa 36epell, K BUKYN 3a cebe, Tucauy rpu-
BEHb...

— Tucauy rpmeBeHb! Xpucrte-uapt!.. — KPUKHYB nepepsgXXeHunm
rpek, SKnin cenyac npmmnwos Ao cebe, KOAM NN NOYYB, WO KHA3b MNO-
ro He byae KasHUTW.

— MoBuwu, 3nogito! — rykHys Ceatocnas. — He Topryuncsa! Ceoro
nonommnHanca y Kanokipa. Ci rpuBHi nepegacu apy>XUHHUKOBI JTHOTOBI,
AKWUW ige Ha Pycb 3 HeayXuMm Bosikamun, angd Mctucnasa BoecnasBuua
Ta pigHi noro y 3anicca Hag AHicTpom. [loTn He nywy Tebe 3 npus’as3i,
AOKW YoBeH J1ioTa He gonnuee Ao rmpna AHinpa. bepitb noro!

YoTnpu APYXUHHUKKM NOTArNM rpeka 3i cobor. McTtmcnas iwoB 3a
HUMK, a KHA3b 3 LLIBapHOM 36upanucsa i cobi nitn. Ane Bapsarm He nyc-
TUAN IX.

— Twn nNpocTuB, KHA30, 3pajHuUKaM, — CKasasB cTtapuin Pwap, —
Ha Ce TBOSA KHsXKa BONS; ane CcyaoBUn Kpyr — Hi! BikiHrosi HeBiflbHO
npoLiaTt 3paay, Hi BipoJIOMCTBO.

— S He 6axaro cMepTi Cboro rpuaHsa! — BiAMOBIB KHS3b CYBOPO.

Ane ocb obizeaBcsa Papnad, WO BeCb Cen 4Yac Kss4aB HeaABUXHO,
3aKPUBLLUM OYi pyKaMu:

— [Asakyto Tobi, KHA30, 3@ Nacky, ane BOHa 3HsNa 6inbMoO 3 o4en
MOIX, i 9 6auy, siIKe CTpallHe Aino 3aTiaB 9 Yy JIYKaBOMYy MOEMY cepui.
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TakoMy ceputo He cnig yxe butuca y rpyasax. 9 mywy rnoHecTu Kapy,
60 SK Hi, TO caMm Hanay Aopory 4O CBOro cepust TUM CaMMM MeYyeM, KO-
TpuM 6axkaB NMowyKaTn TBOro, i 3Maxy raHbby 3pagHuka raHbbo0t0 ca-
MoBbUBCTBA.

— MMig rpatn! MMig rpatn! — peBinn MiXK TUM BIKIHIN.

Kinbka 3 HMX MPUBOMOKIO BKOPOTUI He3abapoM KinbkaHaausTb
3ani3HNMX WTab, SKMX 4YMMano Be3nM Kynui Ha npoaax y XepcoHec.
MpyTn ci 38’913ann y rpatu, a sBiaTak npue’asanu ix ®apnadosi o xpe-
6Tta. ®apnad He npy4ascs i nocnywHo niwoB Ha 6eper mops. Kinbka
TYrMx MyxiB Hecno rpaTtu. MNoTiM cKnHynu rpaTtmn 3 6epera y Boay Tak,
o6 BOHU, Nagaroun, Hakpunm coboro dGapnada.

Boaa 6yna Minka, ane Bara 3ani3a He A03BONSNa NpUB’s3aHOMY
3pywnTu 3 Micus. BnacHe, Tpeba 6yno 3pagHUKa KUHYTU Y THOIBKY, Ae
BiH 3rmMHyB 6u ckopo. TyT Myumscsa gosro. [JoBro wymina soga, 6osTta-
Ha HeNACbKUMN 3YCUINAMN TOHYYOro Yy MANTKIM BOAI KPIMKOro Myxa.
Pa3 y pa3 nosasnsBCa Haj rnoAok TO OAWH, TO ApPYrui pir rpaTis, ane
BKiHUiI ycTano i Te. Boga ycnokoinacs, i nuwe MicsuHi 61nMckn nepenu-
Ba/INCA Ha CbOMY MicCLi XUBiLe, HiXX aeiHAe.

Cepep rpob0oB0Oi MOBYAHKM 3aciB KHA3b 3 BapsramMu 40 Beyepi.
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X
Y JOPOCTOAI

3a WMPOKO po3nnTUM [lyHaEM 3axoamsio COHLUE i Knaano KpuBasi
611CcKM Ha A3epkano soau. bini onapu poXesinn Hag BOAOK Y 3apesi,
a Y HUX rybuscs Mamxe 30BCiM NiBun beper pikn. 3 WMPOKUX PiBHUH
JliBobepexoka nogysaB AYWHUK, rapsiiynMi BiTep, a 3 BeIMYE3HUX Ay-
HAWCbKMX MNaBHIB Hecnucs xab’'adi xopn Ta Kpukm 60N0TSAHOT NTUL.
YcbOoMy fasaB Mipy nTax rynano, wo pas y pa3 ob3mBaBCHA Yy MOKAs-
kKax: «[yn, ryn!» Bcnig 3a cMM no4dyBanumcs Knekit 6y3bKiB, OCTpi ro-
N10CU XXYpaBniB Ta 4Yanenb, a 3 Apyroi CTOPOHK, 3 npasoro bepera, Bia-
nosiganu iM roNocu nepeninok, Wo cepea ninb Ta nesapg 36bmpanmcsa oo
CHY. 3anagas Beuip.

Y ropoai JopocTtoni 3aunHunn 6pamMu, a pycbKi BapTOBi no4yanu
XOAUTM MO CTiHaAxX ropoga Ta 3aMKy. HaceneHHsa ropoga — 6onrapwm,
rpeKku i YMMano Taku pyCUHIB — Bapwuio Beyepto i 3bupanocs y niaci-
HSX XaT NoBe4vyepaTn Npu cMosiockunax abo onmMBHMX naMmnax. Naxoudi,
AKi WY Big nevyeHoi 6bapaHuHKM Ta pubu, gonitanu i 4O BapTOBUX, iM
CHUBCSI MOBHWUN rOpHeLUb rOpoXy 3i COJTOHUHOK Ta KyX0Jib BMHA.

OauH 3a ApyrMM Knaae OKOM Ha 3aMOK, Ae YCi BiKHa ropinun sic-
HUMMN BOrHAMKU. TaMm nmpyBaB natpuuin Kanokip 3 pyCbKo APY>XXWUHOLO,
60 caMe HUHI Npubir roHeub i3 BiCTKOW, Wo CBATOCNaB po36buB Ha No-
porax rneyeHiris. BapToBi cnyxanu cniBm Ta KPpUKKM OXMeNinNnx ToBapu-
WiB, BiATAK po3rnagannca noskona... Hige Hi XXuBoi aywi, a TyT neye-
HA TakK i HaAUTb A0 cebe i rpyba BOBHSAHA MNOCTINIb MAHUTb CONOAKUM
CYNOYMHKOM. I oAMH NO OAHOMY BapTOBi TiKanM Mo XaTtax i TO He nuwe
No pyCbKuX, ane i no 6onrapcbknx, 60 He OAUH i3 KHSXUX Ntoaen MmaBs
yXXe TYT Ha YyXWHi xaTy i pigHto. [lobpa, TMxa Baa4ya pycuHa Haxoam-
Nna HaBiTb cepef CTpallHOI BiMHW po3pajy i wacta y MUpHux 6onrapce-
KMX xaTax, i 6arato 3 HUX AyMasno npoBecTn yBecb BiK Ha AyHail. Taki
caMi nnasHi, 9K Ha AHinpi, 6ynun i TyT, @ MOBa i 3BMYail 6ynm ayxe cxo-
Xi. Yepes Tpu poku nicnga npuxoay Cesartocnasa [JoOpoCTon CTaBaB yXe
HanNiBPYCbKUM MICTOM.

Mi>X TUM cepen ramopy Ta CniBy nupyBanau rpuaHi BOEBOAM Ta
ABOPSHW Yy BENUKiN rpuaHMUI Ha 3aMKy. Y npoxosogdi rpybux mMyposa-
HUX CTiH pO3KOLlYyBasanUCs rocTi i400 Ta HAaNUTKaMM, a Ha HayaslbHOMY
Micui cmaiB Kanokip y kecapcbKin 6arpsiHuui i nokasyBaB YCiM Becene,
b6e3XypHe i nackase numue.

Ane nig 6py>xkKamMm MaHTIl rpanaca pyka asoma Tabnuykamu, 3ni-
ni1eHMMm BOCKOM. Bbyno ce nmncbMo, sKe oAep)kaB nepen XBUMHOLO
ocobum nocnaHueMm. lNoai 6yno yntatm Moro y npusiei BOEBoOAIB. ToMy
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BCTaB i NiAHAB YapKy ropi.

— MoBuyaTtu, MoBYyaTu! — 3arydinn ronocu, i ramip y rpuaHuui
cenyac yTMXOMUPUBCS.

— bparTia i gpyxunHo! — HauaB Kanokip, Hacnigyto4umn cnocib 6eci-
an CeatocnaBa. — Pa3oM i3 BiCTKOW Npo nobigy oaepxas s Big naTpi-
apxa Bacunia nncemo. BoHO, NneBHO, AyXe BaxkHe i ToMy Haxkato npo-
YynTaTU MOro BaM.

— Yutan, umtan! — ckasanu BOEBOAM.

— YuTtan! — 3arynum rocri.

Kanokip po3ninue Tabnnuku. JIerko AporHynm 4yeprm moro nuus,
Konu npobir NMcbMoO o4MMa, ane nnaBHoO, He CAMHSAKYNCL, NPOYNTAB:

— Kecap IBaH Uumicxin Bunwos i3 BincbkoOM 3 Llapropopa i nps-
Mye y MakenoHito. CokoTiTbca!' Y HbOro M’ATHaALSATL TUCSAY MIWOro, a

TPUHA[UATb KiHHOro BicbKka. IayTe Ha many lNpecnasy... — lNpounTas-
wu, cnutas: — Lo x HaMm pobutn? CeATOoCNaBa HeMa, MyCUMO PilUUTKH
caMi.

— o TyT piwatn? — 3akpuyasno pa3oM Kinbka Boesoa. — lligem
3aBTpa AoceiTy y lpecnasy, 3abepemo CBuMHeNnbaa i, 3aKM KHA3b Bep-
HeTbCHA, pO3nepiwmmMo poMeiB, MOB ACTPY6 KypeWn.

— Tak, Tak! lNMepyH iM y TiMm'al — peBina Toena.

— Buunctnmo xaty Ha noro npunomM! — Kpmnyanu peski.
— CnaBa kHAa3eBi! — rykHys Kanokip.
— CnaBa, cnaBa-a-a! — NOBTOPWUAW MPUCYTHI | BUNUNIN BUHO 3

Yapok.

Kanokip ciB, ane moro nuue He BUSABNAMO 3arasbHoi pagocTi. Bo-
HO 6yno 6nige, a Ha yoni nosiBMNacs ramboka 6pwxa’ >xypu. Y nucbmi
6yno 30BCiM He Te, Wwo yntae Kanokip Apy>XuHi. BiH 3HaB, WO HIXTO 3-
MOMIX Hel He BMIi€ yMTaTu rpeubkoro nMcbMa, TOMy nogdas YCiM Bifo-
MiCTb, Ky XOTiB. lNpaBanBa BiCTKa 3By4dana: «Haw 3arosip BiAKpUTUR,
cnacamncsa!» Ocb i Bce.

HeneBHICTb Ta NaK MeTanu Aywer natpuuisa. SKWo He BTeue,
CTpallHa Kapa MoXe BMacTun Ha Hboro. CeATocnas 6inbl yCbOro rmau-
BCS 3paaoto Ta bpexHew i 3a ce 3BMK 6yB KapaTu cMepTio. 3 Apyroi
CTOPOHMU, He npocTue 6u MoMy i Kecap, Konn 6 BiH NOKMHYB [OpOCTO.
Yci npoxoaun kpi3b bankaHu 6ynn B pykax CBuHenbaa, a MasouvynceH-
He BiNCbKO LiMMicxis Mycnno po3butuca y npoxodi o6 onip nepesaxa-
IOUUX CUN PYCbKUX APYXUH. Kanokip MaB YCYHYTU APYXWHU 3 MPOXO-
AiB abo nyctntn y [lopocton poMeis, AKi Manu npuixatmn [yHaeM i3 Mo-
ps. Ane ce gpyre 6yno Hemoxnuee, 60 CBATOCNaB He 3aJepxaBca Yy
KopcyHi, a npocTo Hacnis Ha [lyHan, TakK Wo cKoplle MycuB nNpubytu y
[JOpOCTON, YMM BIi3aHTINCbKMIN PNOT. 3annwanocb, OTXXe, nuwe 3ainc-

!CokoTiTuca — crepertucs.
2B puxa — 3MopLLUKa.
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HUTW APYIrMIA NfaH, a came, BIATArHYTU APYXUHY 3 bankaH. Ak xe ce
BUNHUTU MOMY, LLO CaM HemneBHUN 6yB HaBiTb XUTTSA, @ HE TO KHSXOI
nacku?

TSXXKO 3aA4yMaBCH rpek, AUBISAYMUCb HA NMUPYOYMUX FOCTEN, i nuwe
XBUTAMN 3aMMANIUCA Y MOro BEIMKNX, KPYTTIMX YOPHUX O4YaxX BOTHUKMW.

I ocb nposicHMnocsa noro nuue, BUAKO, HAWLWLOB BiH BUXiA 3i CKpYy-
T™™M. Burnagmnaca 6puxka Ha 4oni i akpa3 bpaB y pyku 4yapky, wob Bu-
NMMTNU OO0 BOEBOA, KONM HArno oknuku: «Cnasal!» — 3BEpHYSIN WOro
yBary. I BTIM NpOMHSB MOro HecKasaHWM XaxX, XaxX NauHU, wo 6a-
YnTb Nepepn coboto Tyne 6ine BiCTpSA CBiIXO-3acTpyraHoro kona. MNMomix
APY>XWHHUKAMU CTynaB Yy cynpoBoai [lapTeHia Ta rapHoOro CTpyHKOro
Monoaus y énmckydin 36poi — CeaTocnas.

— [1o6po 3 npuxoaom npuHoWwy BaMm, bpaTTsa i ApyXWHO! — cKa-
3aB fackaso. — 3aopos 6yB, Kanokipe! bauy, Bun rapHo 3abaBnsere-
csl, N'eTe, NUPYETe, TOX AanTe i HaM!

MeTHynuca cnyrm nopasatu Xy, cam Kanokip, noseneHinum 3i
CTpaxy, 3ipBaBcCs 3 cigana i BXoNmB B pyKu sikecb 611040 Ta HiC Moro
KHA3eBi. Cen nobyB HOXa, BpizaB ABa 4uMMani KycCHi, nogas OAWH
McTucnaBoBi i MOBYKW MoOYaB iCTU, He AMUBAAYUCbL Ha MPOYi CTpaBwu,
IOLWKK, NpunpaBn Ta BMHO. McTuUcnaB iB TakKoX, ane rnpuTiM BN'Saums
odi B Kanokipa i 6aunB noro 3MmiaHHsa Ta Tpusory. BiH pa3 y pa3 nia-
CMiXyBaBCS, a Cel YCMiX ApaTyBaB He3BMYaWHO HEeLWKnporo rpeka.

— A 4yOMY-TO Yy BacC, — CnuUTaB 3Hi4YeB’' KHA3b, — HEMa Ha CTiHaX
BapTun?

TyT 3BEpPHYBCHA 40 BOEBOA, a Ci NOXWUINAU FONI0BU, Haye oChineHi
61MCKaBKOK MaHAPIBHUKWN Y TYXY Hid.

— XTO 3 BaC MaB pO3CTaBMUTWU BapTy? — MUTaB KHA3b Aa’ii.

— MpocTtn, aecnota!® — BianosiB 3a BoeBog Kanokip TMXMM, He-
CMiINBUM rOosI0OCOM. — Mu yci paginu TBo€ nobigot, TOMy s 3anpocuB
yCiXx Ha nup. BapTa, BMAKO, NOBTiKana, ane ii po3CTaBuB S caM Le
3Beyopa.

— To T 3ne 3pobuB, naTpuuie, — CKasaB CrMOKIMHO KHA3b. —
Mnup NnpoMm, paaictb paaicTio, ane NMoBUHHOCTI HIXTO 3a Tebe He cnoB-
HUTb. Ocb i Xopc-Aaxb6or woaHsa BUXoaAUTb Ha Hebo, 60 HIXTO NOro He
3acTynuTb y Moro gini. BiH 6or, a v wo? XMeHsa noneny, siky XTO
3HaA€E KoNU i ae po3B.i€ BiTep no noni. T 3ne sunHmMB, Kanokipe! Hexan
»Xe Tenep BOEBOAM iAyTb NUbHYBATU MICTO, @ MM NOCUOMMO LWe Ta MNo-
6anakaemo.

BoeBoau BMMLWINAN pagi, WO KHSA3b He MIOTMBCSA | He KapaBs, a Ti,
O 3HaANIM MOro Kpaule, Kasanum, wo, 6e3 CyMHiBy, NagnTbCs sKacb Be-
nunkKa noais, 60 KHA3b noriaHM | Becenun. Pa3oM i3 BOEBOAAMUN BUNLL-
N0 i YMMano APY>XUHU, FOPIlHIN KiHeUb rpuaHnLi onycrTiB.

!NlecnoTa — Bonoaap 3 HEO6MEXEHOI BNAAOI0.
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Tum yacoMm cnoea CesTocnaBa oxonoaumnn Kpos Kanokipa, MoB
3UMOBUIN, rpyaHeBUN BiTep Boay. >XMeHew noneny Has3BaB WOro
KHA3b, — HEBXe X BiH AyMaE cnajmTu MOro XueuM? JlyKaBun rpek
TPeMTIB Ta XAaB KOXHOro csioBa 3 yCcTt CBATOCNaBa, Haye CMEpTHOro
cyay. KHa3b aoigaB TMM 4yacoMm M'siCO Ta BUNMKWB YapKy BUHA, BiaTak 06-
MUB PYKU Yy CpibHiM MigHUUi i cnnTas:

— A 4uum ce npaBaa, Kanokipe, wo ™ Bucunas llapTeHia ao dap-
nada Ta 3MOBNSBCS 3 NevyeHirammn?

Konn 6 rpim 6yB nycHyB oTyT 6ing Hir rpeka, To He 6yB 6un 1oro
6inblwe nopasne, UMM ce, Tak Harno, 6e3 BCTyniB, BUCKa3aHe NUTaH-
HA. BisaHTieub, BMXOBaHeLUb LiCapCbKOro ABOpPY, 3BMK A0 BCINAKUX Ka-
Bep3, NiACTyniB, CKPUTUX 3N04YUHIB, Nxi, obnyan, ane 30BCiM He MaB
NOHATTS, WO Ce TakKe BiABepTiCTb Ta WMpicTb. Haue noBbHelo, nopasun-
N NOro KHAXI cnoBa. BiH NycTuUB 3 pyK 4YapkKy, 3aTpsiccsa YCiM TisnloMm,
nuue noseneHino, a odi niginwnu nig 4ona0, MOB y Tpyna.

— Wo?.. Ak ce?.. 3Biakn?.. — 3anebenis. Mloro Bxonuna rnkas-
Ka, a 3yb6 3ackakyBaB 3a 3Y6.
— MeHi Take po3kasysaB [lapTeHin! — popaB CNOKIMHO TOHOM

nosscHeHHs CBATOCNaB.

B cin xBuni BepHynacb TsaMKa A0 rpeka. Konm Ceatocnas Ai3HaB-
cs nNpo 3paay Big lNMapTeHisa, To 6iga we He 6yna Taka Benuka. Kanokip
3ibpaB yci cunmn Ta yci 34ibHOCTI, aKi HabyB Ha Bi3aHTINCbKOMY ABOPI.
BMUTb NOYEpPBOHIB i Y KpanHil CKaXXeHOCTi KUHYBCS Ha lMapTeHiq.

— Pabe noraHmnn! — 3aBepewaBs. — To TU... TW... TaKy NoraHb Npo
MeHe... HamBipHiworo cnyry — paba pycbkoro i 6osrapcbkoro uaps
PO3HOCULL | HAZIEWCS, MOXe, WO XTOoCb TOobi noBipnTb? CKOTe wWwonyaun-
BUW... 1 Ha Kin Tebe Bento nocaantu... Fnagu!

TyT Kanokip BXOMWB HiX i, 3aKU XTO BCTUI MOMY MepeLiKoanTy,
B6MB Moro gosoni rMmMboKo y BnacHy niBy pyky. TiCHa TyHiKa, siKy HO-
cuB rpek nig 6arpsiHnuero, obarpunacs Kpos'io.

— [Ausucb, pabe, rnaam i Tm, uapto, i BU, rocTi, — 3aK/mMKaB 3 na-
NaKvynM nmueMm, — 0oCb TakK 4 3a CBOK BipHICTb MOCNIAHIO Kpansk Kpo-
Bi BUTOUYY... K NpaBAa, WO CH KPOB MjvBe 3 MOEI BfiaCHOI BONi, TakK
NpaBaAMBOKO € MOS NtO6OB | BipHICTb Yy cepui!.. Tu, TBapKo, THU, Tpyce,
TWU, BOHIOYe CTepBO, 60sBCs 3a CBOE cobaue Xntra? Ocb 9 Tobi ypaTyto
noro! bBepiTb Moro! — rykHyB Ha nepensikaHmx cnyxebHukis. — I Bca-
AiTb HaA Kin.

MapTeHin KMHYBCS Ha3an, Konau Kanokip BXONMBCA 3a Hix, 60 ay-
MaB, WO MOro cripasai B6’e rocnoanH Ha Micui. Ane Konum ce He cTano-
cs, AorajaBcs, WO yce Te nvwe wTyka'. B yaasaHii po3nyui ynas 4o
Hir pO3rHiBaHOro, MonuB i 6narae NpPo XUTTS, ane He BUMNPOCUB HiYOo-
ro. Cnyrm BuBenm Moro 3 rpuaHudi. Bunwoswmn, ycMixHyBCS BAOBOJE-

lWryka — TyT: rpa.
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HO, NPOTArHYB 3irHyTi Nnedi i 3BepHyBCca y b6iYHi ABepi, Ae byna noro
KiMHaTKa, y sKin 6axaB BMUcCNaTUCSA NO KiNbKageHHIn noaopoxi. Ane
yaap n'aCTyKOM y KapK MOBYMB MOro, WO MOro MipKyBaHHS He 30BCiM
B/Iy4YHe. BigBepHyBCHA A0 HAaCTaBHUKaA Cyr, SKMW LUTOBXAaB MOro 33aay.

— Sk cMiew, pabe noraHWn, NigHOCUTU PYKY Ha MOBipHMKA MOro
AOCTOMHOCTI? — 0bypuscs i rnsaHyB 6UCTpo y oui pabosi, 60 rnaais y
HUX BMpa3y MNOKOPW i NoKasitHHA. Ane TeMHi o4di paba ocTaBanncCb He-
3MiHHMMW. Y HUX AeCb Ha AHi 4YaiBCs HaBiTb MasleHbKNUN OMOHbOK YKpU-
BaHOI 3/1061. BiH MOBYKW yKa3yBaB pPYKOK Ha ABepi, 3@ SKMMMN Nexas
3aMKHEHUN ManaaH.

— Kyau Begelws meHe? — crniuTtaB lMapTeHin BXe noKipHille.

— AK-TO Kyau? — BiANOBIiB HAaCcTaBHUK. — Moxe, He 4yyB? Ha Kin!
He npy4dancsa, 60 Taka Bons rocnoanHa, He rHiBan Moro e y oCTaHHiIn
XBUNI.

MapTeHieBi NOTEMHINO B o4ax. Big n'at ctann mypawkn nistn mo-
My MO WKipi, @ YieHu Tina Teprnan, Ha4ye y XonoaHin Bogai.

— Wo ™M, — nenetaB, — He 3p03yMiB BOJi rocrnoauHa? Iau we
pa3, nocnutaun, ce X He Moxe 6ytu! Bubutn piskamun, BnaaTn Ha My-
KU, BTATWU HOrYy, PYKY, HiC, yxa, A3uK... BngoebaTtn oui... Ane Kin? Xa,
xa, xal

pek 3aperoTtaBcsl 3pa3y SIKMMCb CTpPalUHUM CMiXOM. 3ybu B6uB y
AONIWHIO ryby Tak, WO ax KpoB crsimBana no 6opogai. I Harno ynas
[MapTeHin Ha 3eMnto, | 3apuaas, 3axnunnas njavyeMm 60XeBinbHOI NaAN-
HW...

HacTtaBHUK 3aaymaBcs. Moxe, cnpasii npukas rocnoanHa Tpeba
6yno iHakwe po3yMiTn? XTo 3Hae€! MNapTeHin 3Hae xiba, wWo He BUbpe-
lweTbcs, i, NneBHO, He BepTascsa 6 y [lopocTton Ha normbenb. ToMy npu-
KasaB c/ayram nunabHyBaTW B'A3HS, @ caM nogascs Yy rpugHuuio. [Mo
XBWUNi BEPHYBCA.

— 3B'g3aTn 3no04i4! — rykHyB. — 3a ce, WO 3paanB KHA3H HaLlo-
ro rocnogmHa Ta OKJ/IeBeTaB MOro nepej KHsa3em, ymMpe Ha KoJi i To
cenyac.

I Harno no4ys rpek, Wo AKMNUCb rosiIoC WenTtas MoMy Hibn ao yxa:
«TBOSA CMepTb € pATYHKOM Kanokipa...»

Ta 3ragka npowunbna noro 6amckaeskoto. MNMapTeHin NOCUHIB yBeCb
| BTPATUB TAMKY.

Mo xBuAi Noyys, WO MypawkKu NianasdaTb BCe BULUE | BULLE, aX
Hani3NM MOMy y MO30K. 36yaAMBCS i UyB, SIK MO0 BUTAMNN Ha ManaaH i
KMHYNM Ha 3eMato. Konn po3nawme odi, nornsg noro ynae Ha 6ine
Tyne BiCTPA CBIXK0O3acCTpyraHoro nans.

I Toni HenaACbKUW peB, peB 3BipsYy0i TpMBorn AobyBCsa 3 rpyaemn
HeLlacCHOoro...

Mixk Tnm CBdaTtocnas 3BicTuB Kanokiposi, Wo poMel ioyTb 3 BeAun-
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Kot cunoto y MakenoHito. Kecap BizaHTii nobianms octaTtoyHo apabiB i
Bapay ®oky, cBosika uicaps Hukudopa, akoro sé6us Lnmicxin. Iayum,
yAaBas uicap npusasHb go 6onrap, i Ci noyanun 36upatucs y BaTaru,
lWO6U KMHYTUCS Ha PYCUHIB.

— Y Hac Aina Ha BCi pykun! — ycMmixaBcs KHA3b. — Ane Mu Moro
3pobmnMo. A ocTtaHycCb TyT Ta npumydy 6onrap, wob He NUHAKYUIUCD,
a ™1, Kanokipe, nigew Big MeHe y lepesacnaseub Ta npukaxew CeBu-
HenbAoBi 6OpOHUTN 6ankaHCbKi NMpoxoau BiAg pOMeEIB, AOKU S He Ha-
cnito. 3 TOo60OK nige we m Mctucnas, 60 CBuHenba He MooAuMK, a
McTncnaBs — ce rosioBa, SKMxX HaBiTb Y Bac, rpekis, Hema! BiH nepexu-
TpuB lNMapTeHiqa i ®apnada.

MaTpuuin Kanokip npurngHyBscsa AOKAagHO A0 MOSioAuUs, a BiaTak,
YCMiXHYBLUMCb COSI0AKO, nMoJapyBaB MOMY BesiMyaBUiN MepCcTeHb 3i ca-
MOLBITOM.

— Ce Ha nobpy apyxby, monoaye! — ckasas.

Monogeub NOK/OHUBCA, ane He BiAdaB AyWi JIyKaBOMY IpPeKOBi.
Buctpo cnigne 3a KOXHUM MOro pyxom, 6o gotenepiwHsa cnyxba Ha-
BUYMsa Moro, wo aobpe oKo N yxo He pa3s bGinblle 3HavaTb Y XUTTi, HiX
He 3HaTW sKa BigBara n xopobpicTb.

Bckopi BMMLWOB KHA3b i3 McTucnaBoM y TepeMm, e Manu obuasa
cnoymBaTu no goposi. bynun cami, 60 Kanokip octaBcsa y rpuaHuui, ae
KIHUMBCSA NUP | APYXXUHHUKN PO3XOAUNINUCA AOA0MY.

— KHA310, — no4asB ToAi TUXMM ronoCcoM MonoAdeub, — WO MeHi
pobutn y lNepesacnasui?

— 3actynutn CBuHenbaa y bankaHax i He BigaatTn iXx pomesm, Xi-
6a 3 XUTTAM. ¥ CbOMY MOS YeCTb. T He 3Ha€w, YoMy Tak. Ocb 6aunL,
Konu kecap IeaH 3akonoB Kecapsa Hukudgopa, a Tpyn BUKMHYB Ha CHIr,
B3ABCA A0 MpaBfiHHA Myapo i AignbHO. [JO MeHe nocnaB NoCNiB, Kaxy-
4nm MeHi, wob y3aB cobi Haropoay, AKky npuobiuss 6ys Hukudop, i
nwosB cobi AOMIB. 3HAUMUTb, WO 9 N MOS APYXMHA — ce Hibu apyri Ba-
PArn, WO X MOXHa AiCTaTh 3a rpowi, CKiNnbky aywa 3abaxae. Ha Te 4
BiAKasaB MOMY, WO, KpiM OKyny 3a MicTta, 3eMni Ta 6onrap i 3a Kop-
CYHCbKY BOJIOCTb, BignaM MoMy pewTy 1 6yay noro gpyroMm. Ane kecap
CTaB rpo3uTu MeHi, Wo nob’e Ta npoxeHe CUOKD, AKWO He nigy cam.
Toai s norposme MoMy, WO nowykat moro B Llapropogi, i akbu meHe
He noknukana bnaxeHHa Most Matu Onbra, nNeBHo, i AyXy POMEIB He
6yno 6u no cen 6ik bocnopy. MuUHynoro poky po3éus CeuHenbq Bap-
Ay Cknipa 3 BiNCbKOM, @ CbOro poKy Xo4y s caM foixatu KiHusa Llapro-
poaosi, a9k aoixas Itinesi, Capkenesi Ta bonraposi. Nob6iga 3aBUCUTL
BiZL NpoxoAiB Kpi3b bankaHn. TOMy NMUAbHYN iX, IK OKa B rOJI0BI.

Monoaeub 3agyMaBcs.

— He BO rHiB T06i, KHSIXa MunicTb! — cnutaB No xsuni. — Yomy
T He KkasHmw Kanokipa? lNpuneynm Moro BorHeM, i BiH yce BUCNIBAE i
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He OAHY TanMHy 3paAuTb, NPO SIKY HIKOMY He CHWUAOCS. S YOMYCb MOMY
He Bipto, K He BipuB lMapTeHieBi i ®apnadosi.

CBaToCNnaB 3aCMigBCA | NOK/AenaB pyKOK Mo njaevyy mMosoaus.

— I 9 noMy He Bipto, ane Bipto, WO He byae BipHiwWoro paba, Hi
rpuaHAa Bi4 HbOro, AKWO HaM nosedeTbcsA. TW 3a HUM chniguTuMelld, a
Konn nponae Hebesneka, Tak TM He nNuTaun, nuwe 6un, a 9k B6’ewWw, TO
He npu3HaBamncs, 60 ckaxkyTb, WO T nNciB 6’ewl. — TyT KHA3b 3aCMisB-
cs ripko. — MeHi, 6a4, noro Tpeba. barato pomeiB He NOUTL BipMe-
HUHa Uumicxisa. MaTpiapx Bacunin He pa3 3paaxyBaB MOro nnaHu. I
Kanokip Ma€e y Llapropoai CBOiX MOK/IOHHUKIB, TOMY s MOro MyLly A0
yacy WaHyBaTw.

— A Bce-Taku 4 noro 6otocs.

— Xa-xa! — 3acMigaBcs KHA3b. — S Hi, ane a9 He nbn noro.

I CBdaTOCNaB TpinNnHYB 3ripAHO ManbLUsMK.

Mpn BUXOAi 3 KHSAXOro ABOPY BOHM nobaumnum, wo Ha ManaaHi 3i-
6panacsa uMmana ToBMa NKAEN AOBKOJSIA SSKOrOCb BUCOKOrO 4ya0BuMLLA,
WO rNa4iN10 Ha HUX BESIMYE3HUMWU TEMHUMMU sMaMm odven. CBATOCNaB
34pUrHyBcda. McTncnaB MMMOXIiTb MOAABCA Ha3aA.

— Map...TeHin! — npowenTas.

— bigonaxa! — ckazaB KHA3b. — Konn 6 a 6yB 3Has, WO MOro
nocaaaTb Ha nanb, 6yB 6u Moro cam BeniB youtn Tonopom abo nUwmnBs
y KopcyHi nosutn puby.

MapTeHin cmgiB Ha nani, wWo npobmeBas MOMY HYTpOLi i BNAaCHUM
TArapeMm BraHsaB Tyne gepeBo 4mMmpas rnmnbwe cobi y Tino. CrpawHa
po34ixpaHa ronosa 3 3ananmM, cipoi papbun nuuem gmeunaca TEMHUMMU
siMaMM O4Yen Ha BMALIB, Haye 3 3a4yAyBaHHSAM i 3i CTpaWHO po3ny-
Kow. [onoBa €A KosmBasacsa Ha BCi CTOpPOHM, HeMoB 6axana 3 ycix
CTOpPiH SIKHaNAOKMAAHILWe NMPUrNIAHYTUCA 00 KHA34.

Town BigBepHyBCSA i NAHYB. MMMO CBOEI CyBOpOi BAA4Yi, MMMO TO-
ro, Wwo He 6osBCA Hi cMepTi, Hi paH, bnaropoaHa Aywa Moro He 3HOCK-
na i He nobuna HenoTpiOHOI XKXOPCTOKOCTI.
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XI
BUTBA HA I YHAI

Konu Ha cnigytoumn peHb Mctucnas i3 Kanokipom Bubpanucs B
aopory, y dopocToni kunina yxe pobota Ha BCi pyku. Bositkn roctpunm
36poto, Ti, WO Manu KOHEW, YUCTUAM | roayBanu ix, nagmnm 60poLIHO
Ta CylleHe M'ACOo Ha noXxuey, wunm abo HanpaBnsanmn opexy, — cno-
BOM, Haraaysanu cobi yci Ti ApibHuUI, Big SAKMX 4aCTO-rycto 3aBUCUTb
ycnix noxoay, a 3a AKi He abae HegocBigyeHa NAMHA. 3ne 3WUTUN
KadTaH, HEBUTIAHWUW 4YpeBin, 3arHyTMIN LLOJIOM, 3apXXaBiMN Med, 3/e
NPUONTUM UBSALWIOK Y WUTI MOXYTb OYTM MPUUMHOK HEe34aTHOCTI A0
6010, Heayrn abo i cMepTi BodKa.

Bincbko CBATOCNaBa CK/AaAanocsa 3 AOCBiAYEHUX BOSAKIB. YCi Ti
MY>i MpOBesn yXe Ha BilHaxX Ta noxodax no Kinbka nit 6e3 nepepsu.
ToMmy-To i He 3abyBanu Npo NoTpibHe. B nonyaeHb Nnpuyanmniym YOBHU 3
APYXUHOLO, aKy npuBi3 CeaTocnae 3 Knesa. Bapsdris BiagnpaBuB KHA3b-
Takn cenyac y Uapropoa, 60 He foBipsiB iM, @ 1 BOHM CaMi paao NOKU-
Aanuv Tabip, y aKoMy gosefeHo iM 3pagun. Bce-Taku 3 xanem npoLlanu-
CH BOHM 3 NINLAPCbKUM KHSA3EM, XO4Y HE NMPOTUBUAINCA MOro BONi. 3HaU-
HOro AAapYHKY, SKUN AaB iM Ha npolwaHHsa CBATOCNaB, He XOTiNn Npun-
HATW, a Poap 3asBMB Bi4 iMeHi ToBapuWiB, WO 3a 3paAy AapyHKIB He
AakTb, aHi He 6epyTb, Ta NOPYYMBCH C/IOBOM BiKiHra, WO HiXTO 3 MOro
noaen He niginMe Meya Ha pycCbKi APYXXUHMN.

Bapsarn Bsiannunu, a BCNig po3iMWANCA Yy Pi3HI CTOPOHU Kpato
BOEBOAM 3 APYXMHAMUN «MpuMydyBaTmn>» 6onrap.

Bckopi okazanocs, wo nuwe 608pu, y XXunax akmx navena Type-
LUbKa KpOB, TArHynu 3a BisaHTieo!. MpocTuit Hapoa CnoB’SIHCLKOI Mo-
poan APYXUB 3 PYCMHaMM i pajiB KHA310, WO AaHi He 6bpaB, HisIKUX BO-
poriB 4O Kpak He NycKas, 3 MY>XWKOM MOBOAMBCA NOAAHO i NlacKaso.
YcakoMy 6ynio piBHe npaBo nepen nmMueM KHa34. 3a youtta abo nok-
PUBOXKEHHS MNpPOCTOMIOAMHA KapaB KHA3b 60sp i He 60ap 04HAKOBO
CTPOro i cnpaBeanmBeo.

CamMe cg crnpaBeasiMBICTb CTdrasia Ha HbOro BOPOryBaHHS rpeub-
KMUX BeNbMOX Ta bonrapcbkoro 6osipctBa. Yyaeca po3kasyBann rpeku
NpoO >XOPCTOKiCTb CBATOCNaBa, TOMY BCNi4 3@ BiCTKOK, WO Linmicxin

l!Bonrapu — AMeHHs TypeubKoi opau, WO, NiABUBLLM CNOB'SHCbKUIA Ha-
poA, SKUM XUB Ha [yHai, nepenHsaNn Bi4 HbOro KynbTypy, MOBY, 3BM4ai i Haganu
iM CBOE MMeHHSA. HeuncneHHa opaa po3nnumnacs y cloB'dHCbKOMY MOpi M yTBOpuna
nuvwe 605pCbKy BEPCTBY, siKa 3pa3y 3ajepxana we Aeaki cnign CBoro NoXo4XKeH-
Hs, ane no SAKOMyCb 4aci i ix 30BcCiM 3aTpaTtuna. Ocb YoMy 6onrapm — CNOB’SIHCb-
KW HapoA 3 TypeLbKo Ha3Bow. — ABT.
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BMpywmns y Lapropoa, nigHSNncsa BeNbMOXi i CcTannm BOPOXOOUTUCH.
MMpoTaroM Micsus noBepx BiciMaecaTn BopoxobeHb 34aBuNa 3ani3Ha
pyKa KHA35, a rofloBM NpoBOAUPIB nocragasnun 3 rnjiedyen.

AXx ocb Npubirnn 6onrapcbki My>XWKn 3-Haga AYHAUCbKOro rmpna i
AoHecnn, wo ot 3 BizaHTil BNAMB y piky.

CedaTtocnas 6yB TOo4i Yy Pyuwyui. lNMNouyyBlwn HOBUHY, CiB cenyac Ha
YOBHM i NONAMB A0 PiKok. 3 HUM B6Yf1I0 A0 TPbOX TUCAY OPYXHUX MY-
XiB y n'ataecatn vyamkax. [pekie 6yno yaBo€ 6inblie Ha BUCOKUX ra-
nepax. Ha nepeaHix Moctax ManauM BOHW Ayna, AKMMU MeTanu rpeub-
KWW OroHb, TOBTO CTPINANN MiLLAHWUHOK CeniTpu, CipKW i BYrinns Ta Ku-
Aann Ha YyMMany Bigaanb KAybKM KNov4ys, HaCM4YeHoro CMoOJIo Ta cKa-
NbHO oni€tn. HiXTo He 3HaB, K ce rpeku pobunun, ane Boskn CeaToc-
naBa 3Ha/un, WO Ce He € HifKi Yyapu Ta LWo npu BiABa>XHOMY CKOpPOMY
Hanaai He MoMoXxe Boporam i ce.

Ha npukas KHA34 iXxanu Yyamkm ogHa 3a OA4HOK MOB3 NONyAHEBUU
beper, Tak WO 3 pikn He 6yno iX BnAKo. Akpa3 Hanpotu LJopocTony
HaTKHyBCca CBATOCNaB Ha rpekis. lMonepeny navBaAWM Tpu ranepu Ha
Becnax, siki, BuaKko, baxanum nepensinctn noB3 ropoa, wob npnyanntu
no 6epera suwe. Toai CeaTocnas BMAaB Haka3 CNMHUTUCS.

Y npubepexxHnx ovyepeTtax yYKpUINUCS YOBHMU, i INLIE YOBEH KHSA3S
CTOSAB NocepenunHi pikn. 3anora secnyBasna y NpoTUIEXHOMY HamnpsMi,
lwobun yaepxatn 4oBeH Ha Micui NpoTn Tedii. CTossuM Ha HOCY, KHSA3b
bucTpo cnigus, ae M Ko MOMYy yaapuTu.

I ocb 3aMiTMB BCKOPI, WO MiXX TUMU TpbOMa nepeaHiMn CyaHaMu i
pewTo GfIoTYy € YyMMana BiACTaHb, WOHANMEHLLEe rogmHy nnasbu npo-
™M Tedii. KpiM cboro, nob6aums BiH, WO rofl0OBHa cunia rpekis NiananBac
BCe 6nx4ye Ao ropoja i CTae AoBrMMm noasinHuM psgom. I 6aume Ces-
TOCNaB, K Ha MPUCTaHi HacTaB pyX, 9K JIY4HUKM 6irnM no Boam Ta
cnmnxanun 4oBHW 3 bepera. Buako, ctapun LLBapHO nagmeca HanacTtu
Ha rasnepu 4yamkKamu.

Ane ocb Ha nMoMocTax ranep nosBuaunucsa knybu 6inoro gnmy, a
CNiAOM 3a CMM Ha 4YO0BHM Ta npubepexHi xaTn ynas 40w, nanarymx
Kynb. Mo XBuAni AiNWOB A0 YLWEN KHA38 CUNbHUU YK, OAWH, OPYrUn,
TpeTin, HaA4 NPUCTAHHIO 3aKPYTUIINUCSA Y MOBITPI YOPHI ANMU NOXKEX...

Toai KHA3b 3a4yB Y pir i, Haye 64>K0nn A0 MaTKW, HaBBUNepeaKu
BUCYBaNUCs 3 Oo4yepeTiB YaWKW i KNHYUCA TOBMNOK Ha Tpu ranepu. Ha
HUX 6ynn TakoX AyNna A0 KMAAHHS rpeubKoro OrHi, ase ycboro 3Hagi-
6’ nig pykoto He 6yno. 3akyu MOro NpuUroToBaHo, Yanku 6ynm Bxe nig
60KOM cyaeH, a XxMapa CTpifl Nnokpuna nepegHi Ta 3aaHi nomoctun. O3-
BasINCSA 30MKU Ta KPUKKU MOBUTUX, @ MiX TUM UiNi poi APYXWUHHUKIB 3
HOXXaMun B 3ybax Nosi3nu ropi no CriHax rMoMocTiB. 'pekn ctanun pyka-
MW KMAATU CBOI OFHEBi Kyni, i KifibKa 4YanoK 3aropinocs sApKuUM Mnony-
M'sIM.
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OaHaye pycuHU He Ayxe cuM Xypunuca. OrHeHHUM gouwem yna-
I BOHM caMi Ha poMeiB i, 3aKu XTO 3Mir 6u cTtepebuTtn aBa abnyka, He
6yno Hi ogHoro Bopora B Xusux. lNoMix sBecnsipamu 6yno 6arato 6on-
rap Ta pycuHis. Cux ocsoboamnn, nepciB i apabiB BKUHYIN Yy BOAY, |
3a XBWIKO onicng ranepu ixanun gani y ToMy caMoMy HanpsMi, Wwo v pa-
Hille, ane 3 30BCiM iHLWOW 3anorot. lNpun 6epesi Benie CBATOCNaB py-
6aTu ABi ranepu CoKMpamu Ta nawTyBaTW CyXuUMu ApoBamu TpeTio. Ha
Hel NepeHeceHOo TaKoX yce 3HaAib’a A0 rpeubKoro orH, Ha 9KOMY He
3HanuUcs BapBapu niBHo4i, a 6yno noro TaMm 4ymmano. Lenako ynopa-
NNca OAPY>XUHHUKU | 31 CUM, He AoraAyrudyuchb e Npo njaH KHA34. A
BiH CiB 3HOBY Y YOBEH i KPUKHYB:

— AHyMO, 6paTTd, Bnepea! A M CbOro rpeubkoro YepeBHs 6epiTb
3i coboto. Tpeba noro BigaaTh 3emnskam. Nobaunte, WO NOMY He3a[0-
Bro 3 pafoCTi YyepeBo TpiCHe.

Bci 3acMisnncs i MoOpo3yMinnM BMWUTb, MpPO WO XOAMNO KHA3EBI .
B3snuca 3a Becna, i BCKOpi BeCb JIOT YOBHIB MAMB AOBKOJA rasaepu,
Haue rycaTta 3a ryckow, 40 AOPOCTO/IbCbKOI MPUCTaHI.

pekn 3aHenokoinnca cyabboro BucnaHux ranep. Buainn snpasay
Hanag YoBHIB, ase He AyManu, Wwob iX cyaHa Tak CKOpO BMasau B PyKu
Bopora. Konn nobauunu, Wo ofHa ranepa rnoBepTaeTbCd, AyManu, Lo
BOHAa OAHa cracnacs i Tikae nepen sapsapamMun. Ane ocb ranepa 6nm3b-
KO... LLle xBun4a... I 3 ranepu ctanu BUCKaAKyBaTW Y YOBHU BecCnsapi, ane
He rpeubKi, nuwe pycbKi APY>XUHHUKK, BiATaK YOBHMW, Haye CTafo ro-
pobuiB, pPO3CKOYUNNCA HA YCi CTOPOHU, PO3ropTatoymnChb Y AOBrMn nNykK,
O 3aMMKaB MNpPUCTaHb 3BiAgycCinb. MiXX TMM Ha HOCI rasepum nokasaBcs
AVM i BYXHYB Yy BO34YyX CHiM XXWMBOro BOrH. HeceHa Teui€to, Bnanna
BOHa MiX obuaBa psaau nonpue’d3yBaHuUX rasnep, i Harno nobaumnm
BCi, WO yce CyAHO HaslaAoBaHe ApOBaMU Ta KynaMu Bi4 rpeubkoro Bo-
FHI0. 3@ XBW/IIO MYCUB BOrOHb AiNTU A0 HUX, @ TOAi rope 4YoBHaM, LUO
He BTeuyTb 3aB4acy.

Kpuk TpuBOrn 3anyHaB Ha rasiepax, MOpSaKW rnepepisyBann NUH-
BW, HA AKUX CTOA/IM CyAHa, 04HO HAaCKaKyBano Ha Apyre, Becna JioMu-
ncsa, noav nagann y soay i ToHynm, 60 Hikomy 6yno ix patyeatu. He
OQHa ranepa Haixana Ha iHwWy, a Kpi3b Npobuty B 60U CcyaHa Aipy Ha-
navBana BoAda A0 cepeauHu. TyT i TaM cTanu cygHa notonatu, a 3 be-
pera neTinu CTpiny 4mMMmpas rycriwe, YmMpas rosliocHille nyHanm oKIn-
KU pYCbKUX rpunaHis LLIBapHa.

Ce 3anora ropoga nocigana B YOBHM i nwna NpmMcTynom Ha norT.

Bpa3 cTpawHun Bnbyx ornywunB ycix, a cepea CTOBMJ/JIEHUX rpe-
LbKMX CyAeH BUpPBABCS axk Nig Hebo BUCOYEHHUIN CHIN nonym’s. Ha BCi
CTOPOHW PO3JIETININCA, HAaue OrHesi NTaxu, Heyracumi Kyni. BoHn naga-
N Ha NOMOCTU CcyAeH, Ha BosiKiB abo y Boay. Jltogen i kopabni oxon-

Mpo wo x6AMNO KHS3eBi — WO KHA3b MaB Ha yBa3si.
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ntoBaB OoroHb. MoB »XKWBi cMonockunu, birann pomei no nanybax ranep.
A 1Ny BOAi He rac oroHb. BiH po3nnBaBCcs NO NOBEPXHi PiKKU i NAMB LWN-
POKOIO YEepBOHOK MJIAXTOK 3a Teui€E Ta NoXupas yCe, 3 UMM CTpivas-
cA.

Ane ocb HoBa Hebe3neka Hagxoauna. LUMpokMM NykK 4yanmok npu-
nameaB YnMpas 6amxkde i 6amxkye i 3aMMKaB rpeubKi cyaHa Ao npucra-
Hi. Paa 4oBHIB ryctiB umMpas b6inbwe B Mipy TOro, sik JlyK KOpoOTLIaB.
NMonepeny nnuna BesiKa 4Yaka 3 BUPi3aHUM 3 [AepeBa Ha BapSA3bKUM
cnocib6 3MieM Ha nepegdi. Ha HOCi cyaHa CTosiB Y 4YepBOHOMY nnawi 3
AobyTnm 6nmnckyuynm medem y pyui Ceatocnas!

Toai nmaHivyHMN >kax oxonume poMeiB. BoHM ax Tenep nobauumnuy,
4yna pyka ixX rpommtb. OroHb Ha BOAi BUropiB i nmorac. YsiaMmKu ranep,
obcManeHi Tpynu Ta nanarkwdi cyaHa cnauvanm 3 BOAOHO i Aoropsinu nig
beperoM, a Ha OCTaHKM IPsSAHYMN 3 ABOX CTOPiH 3i 3BMYHOKO 60MOBOIO
NMiCHeK Ha ycTaxX 3BiAyCinlb pyCbKi APYXUHHUKW. [1lovyanacs pi3H4.

HepoBsro BoHa TpuBasa, poMeil 34aBanncs, XTO iuwe Mir, ranepu
6yno orpabneHo i cnaneHo, a BiATaK KHA3b 3 APYXWUHaMKU noganucs [0
MiCTa, A€ MK TUM MillaHU Ta pYCbKi rpuaHi noracunmn noxexy. Bci pa-
Ainn 3 nobign, HaeiTb 6onrapun, 60 ca nobiga 6yna nobigoto cnpaees-
NNBOCTI Ha4 KpuBAOH0.

OpaHaye Ha CBIiTi Tak, K AeHb i HiY, NiTO 1 3uMa, MiIHSATLCS 006~
po i nxo. Ha AHi Yapun po3KOoWi CKPUBAETLCA 3aBCiAM Kpanenbka ro-
psa, @ y HanbinbwoMy ropi 3HamaeTbCsa 3epHO BTiXW. bnaro Tomy, XTO
Hanae ogHO4YacHO oaHO W apyre. i3HaB ce KHA3b CBATOCIAB Taku Ti€l
CaMOl AHWUHMN.

Ha MangaHi 3aMKy 3ibpanacs ycsa Apy>XWHa KHs35, @ BOEBOAWU Yn-
cnmnn yeutnx i paHeHux. BoHu Bucnanu gposopy6bie 3a npoBaMu Ha
KOCTpU Ta 3apsagXXyBasiv BenmyaBy TPU3HY MO yrnaBLUMX.

CaMe BUNLIOB KHA3b 3 FPUAHMLI, | BINCbKO NMO4YMHAN0 BiTaTu MOro
oknukamu: «Cnasal!», Konu BTIiM 3a4yAHIB Yy Bigaani TyniT KOHeN i top-
6a i3auiB B'iXxana Ha ManaaH.

Burnagann BOHM CTpawHO. Ha KOHAX i noasxX BUCIWM nigpaHa
YAPSX i o4sar; NOrHyTi NaTyn Ta Wwonomm, nopybaHi WMt CeBigunan npo
noTi 601, Hebe3nekn Ta npuroan. KoHi i nroan 6ynn BKkpam CTOMIEHI,
Ha OAHUX i APYrUX BUAHINNCbL YNCNEHHI rMBoKi paHu. 3-nig wMatTs i
peMeHiB, SKuMun bynn nepes’sisaHi paHu, gobysanacs Kpos.

Ha Benumkomy 6inlOMYy KOHi, CHiXKHY LWepCcTb AKoro o66puskanu
KpOB i rps3toka, cuaiB CMBOBOJSIOCMN Ta cnmBobopoann cTapeub y nor-
HYTiM Ta nopy6aHin 36poi. 3uineHina Kpos 3 rNMOBOKOI, BiAKPUTOI paHu
Ha yoni nosninnoBana 6iny 6opoay Yy KpuBasuil oxenecr', a snane
nuue i YyepBOHI OYi gofaBanu e BMpasy JTOCTI rpisHOMY nuUUI0 134-
LS.

lOxenecT — BiXOTb.
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— CBuHenbg! CeBuHenba! — 3akpuyanu APYXWHHUKU | KNWHYTUCS
A0 nNpnbynux.

3 TpyAoM 3ickoumB BoeBoAda CBUHeNbA, KpeMe3HUM Ta Tyruwu
LWWICTAECATUNITHIM CTapeub Ha 3eMJ1t0, afle He Mir, sIK 3aBCian, CKOpUM
KPOKOM MiAinTn Ao KHA3s8. Horm nmonyxnn nomy Big AoBroi, 6esnepeps-
HOT 1341, TOMY NOBONI MiAINWOB BOEBOAA A0 ABEPEN.

KHA3b 3MopLumB 6poBu i A40Bro npurnaaascs Ao i3guis. N'ybn KHa-
34 ApwvXanu pas Yy pas3 i3 NTOCTi UM 3BOPYLUEHHSA, ane, BUAKO, BiH NO-
HAB | 6e3 aonuTiB, WO cTanocs, 6o cnutas nuule:

— TiNnbKK ycix?

CBUMHEeNb4 MOBYKWM KMBHYB FOJI0BOIO.

— Ian y xaTty, obMunca n npmxoab A0 MEHE Ha Be4veplto!

[(pi3HO HACynMBLWIWUCb, NILLOB KHA3b Y CBOK O4PWHY, a HEBAOB3I
nosonikca tyam i CenHenbn, o6MNUTUN, 3 Nnepes’a3aHO0 roJsI0BOIO.

— Cipan, BoeBoao! — ckasas CBsATOoCNaB, a caM xaas, noku Ceu-
Henba 3'ICTb BeYepo, i X04AMB HEPBOBO MO KiMHATI. 3 MangaHy AOHOCU-
NNCA KPUKU APYXUHHUKIB. Y CUX OKJIMKaxX 3By4yano cnepuy 3adyyaysa-
HHS, BiATaK »aJsb, @ BKiHUI NOTICTb, MHiB, >xaaoba nomctn. CBaTocnas
pO3'CHUB 40nO0.

— Ce rapaspg, Wo ApYyXWHa rHiBaETbCHA, — CKas3aB, — LUe He yce
nponano.

— lponactn-to BOHO nponano! — Bignosis CBuHenba. — Ane
MOXHa BTpa4yeHe Biabutw.

— [epesacnaBeub ynas?

— Tak!

KHA3b TYNHYB HOrow 3 gocaau.

— SK )Xe Te yce CTasioCcd, po3KaXu yce, ane KopoTko!

— ba, TyT Hiyoro poskasyesatu! — BignoBiB BoeEBoOAA. — TW 3Ha-
€W, KHA30, WO S CNYXMB YyXe TBOEMY 6aTbKOBi i TOOI We nocnyxy,
AOKWU XUTTS MOro...

— ba, He 3HaTK, xT0 3 6epera! — OOKMHYB, Ha4ye NpopoynM Ay-
XOM NepenHATUN KHA3b.

— I 3Haew, — npoaoBXxyBas CBMHENbA, — WO Y MEHe HeMa Hi pi-
AHi, Hi ManHa, 60 1 Hawo? ToMy NMUNBbHYO CBOro, TakK WO HiXTO HE MO-
Xe ckasaTtu. CeBuHenbae, Toai a TOAI 3pagMB TU CBOKO CnaBy, 3aBiB
APYXUHY Y 3armbenb, nmxe nopaausB KHS3EBI...

— lMpaBaa! — niagTBepaAMB KHA3b. — I 9 He xo4y, WwWob T onpas-
AyBaBcs, a nuuwe 6axas 6M 3HATK, KA cuia 4uM NiACTYN nepemMornm
Tebe, 3ani3HnMK cTapue!

— ba, kobu 3HaTtTa! — HaxMypuscsa CeBuHenbn. — OCb HiKOAM LWe
TakKuUX AUBHUX pevyen He Aianocs npu MeHi. lNepw ycboro, AisHascs 1,
wo Lwumicxin ine Ha MeHe 3 BincbkoM. Ige? Hy, Hivoro! Obcaaus £
npoxoAn y ropax, a cam 36uparo apyxuHy y lNepeacnasui, wobun obin-
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TU poMeiB OA4HWMM MPOCMUKOM Ta yAapuTu 33a4y, KOJIM BOHU BOBTY3M-
TUMYTbCS NpU APYromy...

— To ™n ce pobpe Buranas, konn 6 6yB 3Has...

— To He 6yB 61 nocunas cei rpeubkoi TBaptokn, Kanokipa, — no-
KiHYMB 3a KHA359 BOEBOAA...

— Ere x! — kmBHYB ronosoto CBATOCNaB.

— Kanokip npukasaB MeHi iMEHeEM KHA34 nocTtdraTtu yci 3an0rum 3
ripcbknx npoxoAais i ntn y dopocrton, 6o UuMicxin ine tyam 6eperom
MOpSs, a TYT € nMue TpeTuHa Noro Bincbka 3 Bapaoto CkipoM Ha 4oni.

— [a! — kpukHyB CBATOCNas. — Lo 3a [imB yumB noro cei ragto-
yoi xutpocrTi! Ce cTpawHi nwoaun, Ti rpekn, CenHenbae, cnabi, Tpycnm-
Bi, ane Hebe3neuHi, MOB OTpyTa, MOB Tpyn'aya igb! Ane 6auuw, TyT €
Aeuwo i TBOEI BUHU, i MOEI, WO nocnas Tobi MONIOAHSIKA 3aMiCTb 3pifioro
My>xa. Yu To06i McTucnae Hi4oro He KasaB?

— McTtucnas? Akuin Mctucnas?

— Boecnasuny!

— CuH cTaporo Typa, wo we 3 Iropem xoaue Ha Llapropoa?

— Ton camun!

— Ane X, KHa3! — ycMixHyBca CBUHeNba, AMBNSYUCHL Ha KHA3M

HerneBHWM 30pPOM i He 3Hak4un, BUAKO, WO AyMaTW NPO CBOro rocnoau-
Ha. — lNpeuiHb obmnasa cMHU Boecnasa 3rmHynun Big nedexirie nig Kne-
BOM...

— Ce ix 6paTt! BiH MaB Mii nepcTteHb i MaB 06HATWU MpoBiA Yy Npo-
xogax, 60 4 baxkaB nowaanuTu TBOK CUBY FOJSIOBY Big TpyAiB. YoMy X
TWU He nocnyxas Moro?

CBUHesnbA 3ipBaBCA.

— KHa3w! — 3aknunkaB BiH. — KngHycs 6oramm, MeueMm, KiCTbMU
6aTbKiB Ta TBOEK AOPOrol rosoBO, WO HisKOro Mcrtucnasa i Ha oui
He 6aumB. BaumB s cnpasai NepcTeHb, OCb Cen, ane Ha pyui Kanokipa!

I cTapeub NokasaB KHA3eBi Ha Nanbli NepcTeHb 3 ABOMa XeMuy-
ramMmm Ta pybiHOM.

MoB ypaXXeHUN rpoMOM, FNSA4IB KHSA3b XBUIKO Ha 6JIMCKYy4YMn Ka-
MiHb, WO KnMaas AOBKOJSiA KpuBasi 6IMCKK, a Aani 3akpuB nuue pyka-
MMU.

— TO 3HaAunTb, WO BiH 3rMHYB, YOUTUM ragloKo rpekoM, — 3a-
CTOrHaB, — i TO BXe TpeTin, NocniaHin 3 poay y po3ksiTi nit. Cnpasai,
He bpexaB cTtapun lyTaTa, KOMM KasaB, WO S 3anponalwyr Mosodb
Kpato ans ceBoe€i cnasu. Ocb sika 6yna mos nnata 3a Te, wo McTtucnas
crac MeHi XxuTra!

— He nagbkan, Ceatocnase, — BTiwae CBUHeNb4, — XTO He nae
APYrnX BUTU Yy UYYXMHY, TOro 4yXi y xaTi HanayTb! XTo nuwe 60poHuU-
TbCS, TOW 3aBCian Nporpae...

KHA3b BIAHAB pYKYy Big NMUA, MOro O4di ropiniv IlOTUM OrHEM.
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— [e > cqa TBaptoka? — npoxpunis. — A MOMY YCi KULLKU BUMNOPIO
3 NPOKNAATOro Yepesa... 4 NoMmy...

— lMocnyxan, noyvyew! — 3acnokooBaB KHA35 BOEBOAA i, He Tpa-
TA4YM 4acy, po3kasysaB Aasi. CBATOCNaB CONiB LWe XBW/O, BKiHUI ne-
peMir 3/iCTb i cnyxaB yYBaXHO onosigaHHAa CBuHenbAaa.

— JlepBe MOI Big4innM BUIXanu Ha PiBHUHY, poMei nepevwsn Ha
cen bik bankaH i pywunun Ha lMNMepedacnaseub. Toai 9 3aayMaB 06iUTH ix
33a4y i BUPYLWWUB 3 KiHHUMW rpuaHaMu, wobu ob’ixaTtm ix. MNiwy apy-
XXUHY 3anuwune 9 y ropoai. Ane pomei mwnun, MoB Ha Kpunax Ctpubo-
ra. MNiwi Bi3aHTINUI NiwWAK cenyac NpUCTynoM i Baepnucs y ropoa. Toai
S yAapuB 3 3acCigku Ha HUX, a 6yno y MeHe A0 ABOX TUCAY KOMOHHWU-
KiB. JlegBe A, oAHaK, BMBIB CBOIX Nepeg ropoa, KOonu 3BiaycCifib CTanu
NOABNATUCA KiHHI Bigainn pomeis. byno ix y BiciM pasiB 6inblwe, HixX Y
MeHe. 3 Hanagy Mycunm Mu nepentn Ao obopoHU, a 3HAEW, KHA3LO,
O 3Ha4YuUTb 060opoHa KOMOHHMUKIB. Hac pybanun, Mo nic, MoB 36ixxXs
Xanu 3 ycix 60KiB, BKiHLUI MM nobaunnum, Wo i ApYy>XUHWU Yy ropoai BTpa-
MM cuny Bignopy i 610TbCa BXe no xaTax. HapewTi MicTo 3aropino-
cq, i Toai 3HanM MU, WO yce nponano. ToOMy NOBEPHYAMU KOHI i NilWnu
npoboeM Tyaun. MNMonoBnHa HacC NuLe ocTanach, i He 3Hat, UM AeCATbOX
3Hangew, aKki He 6ynu 6 paHeHi. Ocb i yce!

CBsTOCNaB 3acrokoiBCA 30BCiM 3a cen 4ac. [pizHa Hebesneka
BEpHyna MOMy CuUny AyXy, i AOBro BiH paaumscs we 3i CBUHENbAOM i
LLIBapHOM, fIK 3ycCTpivaTu Bopora nig [opoCcTonom.
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XII
HA SABYTOMY OCTPOBI

Tak-TO CTpalleHHa XypTOBMHA po3rynsasacd y MeaoM Ta MOJIOKOM
namBydin bonrapcobkin 3emni, Ta nmw McTucnae He 3HaB Npo ce. Y He-
Be/IMYKIiN, ane SCHIN KiMHaTUi Y BeXi cuais BiH BXe Tpu AHI Y 3anepTi i
AyMaB Mpo CBOIO HELWACHY A[O0J10, CKa)XXeHIiB 3 0TI, 3ragyrouu, aK-To
noro crogm sanpotopunun. 3 BiKOH obinMae noro 3ip obuasa beperun
[yHato, npasunn 6nanxue, nisnn gani.

Ha mManeHbKoOMy OCTpiBUi NMpun npaBoMy 6epesi piku CTOSB 3aMO-
YOK: BeXka, ABa MypoBaHi 6yauvHKM, goBKona 3aboposio 3 Kpyriammm
npucrtaBkamMm no porax, ocb i Bce. Cam octpiBeub 6yB nigMoknun i ba-
F’HUCTUN, 3 BECHOK BiH Y 3HA4HiIM YaCTUHIi NoKpuBaseca BoAok. Ha ca-
MOMY CYXOMY MpPOCTOPi pOCNo AeKinbKa sABOPiB Ta OpixiB, N0 Kpaax Jo-
3a, a Aani oyepeT, WyBap, 0COKa, CUTHUK, Kyn4yaTka. TyT rHi3anI0cs
6e3niy BoAsIHOI NTMUi, WO CBOIMM KpukKamMu Ta 6ikaMu po3pagXysana
CaMOTHbLOIro 6paHus.

BpaHusa?.. 3Biaku X nonascsa Tyan Mctucnas?

SIKnM CBITOM BAAnocs 340pOBOro, Xopobporo Ta po3yMHOro MoJ10-
Aus 3anpoTopuTn y Cto 6e3BuXigHy CaMiTHIO, ToAdi K TaM, Ha noni, lMe-
PYH NpoBaamBe yCiX NOro 3eMdKiB Ha Bopora?..

McTucnas niginwoB A0 3arpaTtoBaHOro BiKOHUS i MISHYB Ha XBWU-
10, WO HeBMWHHO, 6e3HacTaHHO nauna-nponaveBana reH y Aanb, Y
6e3BicTb, MOB NOAMHA, WO NAEe CNOBHUTU SKUNCb NUAbHUN 060B'A30K
COBICTi, MOB XWUTTS, MOB 4ac... XTo 6 To Mir 3a ceto XxBunew nonncTn y
Aanb, Aoni pikoto, Ha ceoboay, A0 CBOIX, A0 KHA34, A0 pPiAHOro Kpato...
Fen, ren!

Mpn 6epesi CTOAB ManeHbKUN YOBHWUK, @ B HbOMY CUAIB B KOPOT-
Ki copouui 6e3 pykaBiB HeBeNMYKNUN Co60K0 YOMOBIK Ta BUTAraB 3 BO-
AV BepLli, 3acTaBneHi Ha pmby. BiH 6paB ogHY no Apyrin, Boga cnau-
BaNna 4yepes NMeTiHKY Yy piky, a pubanka rnsais o4HMM OKOM A0 cepe-
AVHU, NPUMPYXYoUM apyre, i pa3 y pa3 sugobysaB 3 Bepuli 6inbly n
MeHLWwYy puby, aka bunacs B noro pykax. BiH, nocBuctyouun, Bknagas ii
y 6epecTsaHKy, WO BUCila B HbOro 4yepes rnsedye, Ta pa3 y pas nornsg-
AaB Ha BikKHO Bexi. Ocb BMA0b6yB A0OBOMI BENMKOIroO Kapacs Ta, NokKasy-
FOUM Ha HbOro, ryKHyB MO-pYyCbKK: «A WO, nonascs, Kapact? Cnauuw
Tenep, AOKM He obnynnaTb Ta He KUHYTb Yy ckosopoay! byae Tenno,
ntobo, MoB 3a nasyxoto... Xa, xal»

McTuncnas BiABEpPHYBCA.

«Cnpasai! — nogymas. — CaMe TaK caMo 3/10BuUIM | MeHe. Haku-
HYM MiWWOK Ha ronosy, 3B'A3anun i NoBe3nn. AX Yy Cih KiMHATi BUKUHY-
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N1 Ha AoniBKy, Aanu ictun i ckazanu: «Cnam, 60 noxaniew».

I aymMka Mosioaust ctasna NocuieHo npautoBaTu HaAd pPO3B’SI3KOHO
3aragku: 4oMmy i 3a WO 3aMKHyB Moro Kanokip y cen 3amok? Lo rpek
6yB MPUUMNHOIO CbLOrO, McTUCNaB He CyMHiBaBcs. Moro B’sA3anu npeLiHb
noro naxonku. Mctmucnas 6auymB HaBiTb, K ybuanm ABOX MOro ToBapwu-
lWiB, TUBEPCbKNX FPUAHIB... «LLl0 3@ npnymnHa?» — nutase cebe i He Ha-
xoaus Bianosiai. Konn 6 Kanokip yy4MHWB ce 3 MecCTi, TO, NMEBHO, He
AasaB 6u MoMy BUroam, a 3aMKHyB 6UM y Nboxy 3B'A3aHOro i nig sap-
TOl, He roayBaB bu, K rocts, He NoiB 6u, K KHA3S...

YsaHunBCs nopw Mixk 6abkamm
Ta 3i cBoro poay.

3a ce 6abku niwnu B BOAY,

A nopuw B ckosopoay! —

3acniBaB A3BiHKO pubasnka nijg Bexelo.

I amBHO! TlMiceHbka cA Hagana ragkam mosoAaus HOBUW HanNpsM, i
BiH Harno po3s’si3aB 3araaky. Mctucnas npuragas cobi, ik He pas no
AOpO03i pO3MOBMSAB 3 MPEeKOM Ta MOBOMI, C/I0OBO 3a C/IOBOM, pO3Ka3aBs
NOMY YCH CBOK CNnyx6y KHA3eBi i HaBiTb NMPO CBOE MOC/AHHULUTBO A0
CBuHenbpa. He anBHo, Wo Kanokip 3BeniB MOro 310BUTU i 3aMKHYTH.

Ane oCb Maxosku, Wwo moro B'A3ann, 3abpanu Big HLOro i nepc-
TeHb CBATOCnasa. Hawo iM BiH? [ApyrMx OOPOrouiHHOCTEN He B3S/IN.
HagiTb nepcteHb Kanokipa cigaB Ha nanbui Mmonoaud... Cei 3aragku BiH
He Mir y>Xe po3ragaTu.

MiginwosB A0 BikHa 3HOBY, 60 HaaisBcs NobaunTn pmbanky-cmixy-
Ha, ane He AOrNAHYB MOro Hige. HagBopi 3anajaB Bedip — yXe TpeTin
3 TOro 4acy, sk BiH TyT nepebyBaB, — a KpuBaBe 3apeBo 06/MBano
3BiAYyCiNlb CaMiTHMI 3aMOK. 3aTe Big nMpaBoro 6epera piku nigniveas
BEJIMKMIN YOBEH 3 KiSlbKOMa napamu Becen. BiH namB cTpinow, a Hane-
peai CTodB y AOBroMy BOBHAHOMY nuialli Kanokip.

Monogeub cenyac nisHaB ce numue XUXoi NTuui, Xxyae, 3 BeMKUM
HOCOM Ta MaNeHbKUMK o4YmMa. Y HbOMY 6yno LWOCb Bi4 NMca, a Wochb
Bi4 Nca, sKMW CcnoAiBa€eTbCA Bi4 NaHa yaapy Haramkow. Ha ronosi mas
naTpuuin 3BMYanHy NMAOCKY rFpeubKy LWwanky, a nig nnaweMm — kadTaH
3i 30/10TUCTOI Napui. MNypnypu Ha HbOMY He 6yno, aHi uapcbKoi aiage-
MU. BCi Xxunbui 3aMKy — a byno ix aBaaustb — BMOBIrMM HasycTpid.
Monepeny — HavanbHWK BapTW Yy WKIPSAHIN KypTui, HabuTin rycro cni-
XEeBUMU r'yasaMu, 3a HUM A030pelb B'A3HIB, BUAKO, YPSAHUK noniyii, y
TEMHIN TyHiUi, NepeB’sa3aHin Nonig naxamMmm Ta HUXX4Ye nosdca, Aani 3am-
KOBUW CTOPOX, a 3a HUM pubanka, wo 6y, 9K 34AETbCHA, CMYro 4un
NOMIYHWMKOM CTOpOXa. BiH iWoOB Mo3aay, NiACKaAKyl4M i po3Maxyrouu
pyKamu, Ta WoCb, BUAKO, roBopus, 60 ABi XiHKW, SKi CTOSM NpU BXO-
Ai no 6inbworo 6yanHKy, axx naganu Big peroTy.
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Ine, ine cym, cym.

MunbHynTECa NNiTKKM,

YyTn NOCKIT Ta WyM,

bepexiTbcs wWiTkun!

bo cs witka nobpe vewe,

'ycTun Bonoc Mae,

AK po3velle, «byba» byae,

«[lypHa xaBKa, — CKaxyTb Nt0an, —
LLlo Mipu He 3Hae».

byae nnitui rnym, rnym! —

cnieaB pubanka i KWHYB CBOK LWaAnNKy TaKk BMCOKO, LLO BOHA MoOMeTiNa
ax y BikHO McTucnasa.

— MoBuun, 6na3HoKo! — rykHyB gosopeub. — Xodew, wob Tebe
noyvynm?

— YoMy Hi? lMpeuiHb Ha ABOpi Kecapsa 6na3HioKaM Hawunainwe, xa,
xa, xa! I HixTo He 3anMaeg, 60 HiIXTO iX He 60ITbCA. A 9K NOYYE cen Ba-
pBap Bropi, To n banayxe, 60 oypHUN.

— Bce X, Moxe, Myapilunmn, Hixk Tn! — 3acMmisgnaca monoalia 3 Xi-
HOK.

— Kyan nomy go MeHe! BiH KONMpCaeTbCs, He iCTb, He n'e, cBa-
PUTUCS Xo4e, 3a WO MOoro AepxaTb Yy 3anepTi, a 1 6yB pO3yMHILLUA...

— I cTtaB 6n1a3HOKOKO! — AOKiHYMMIA Apyra XiHKa.

— To, no-BawwoMy, XTo npasay Kaxe, 6nasHioka?

— [ecnoTa ige! — 3aroMoHiNM BOAKU, WO CTOAIM ABOMa pAnamu
no obnasa 60KKN CTEXKU, AKa Bena Big NpUCTaHi.

Mobaumelun 3Biggansg Kanokipa, Monogeub He XOTiB 3pa3y BipUTH
BnacHuM o4vaM. Konn, ogHak, rpek CTynmB Ha OCTpiB, a ycd 3anora
npueBiTana Moro OKJIMKOM, MOJiIoZeLb NepeKOoHaBCs, WO ce BiH, a piB-
HOYaCHO CTpallHa raaka npowunbna moro cepue 61MCKaBKOLO.

«3pagHuk!.. — noaymae. — QueBuasAYuKU, 3pagHuUK. lpeuiHb Ci
BOSIKM 0N — poMel, a BiH IM NpuKasye. 3HaunTb, WO BiH 3paAuB KHSA-
39, APYXUHY | MeHe!»

I ckaxeHicTb cTana noro oropTaTtu, 4aBUTKU 3a ropno.

«Mpunbype BiH CloAWN... KWHYCS HA HbOro i — 6yab wo byge!»

XBUNO CONiB 1IOTO, KON HOBA ragka MaWHysia B MOro rosiosi.

«BiH y34B nepcteHb CBATOoCnaBa... [a! Tenep yxe 3HaK HaLlO.
BiH oayputb CBuHenbaa, sik oaypuB MeHe. AX, AypeHb, AYPEHb, Ay-
peHb! be3 cyMHiBy, TeMHi cunm HeHacuTuss nobunu Mil ym CninoToto
3a nobigy Hag noraHuMK. Pubanka-cMmixyH, 6e3 CcyMHiBy, Myapiwmin Big
MeHel!..»

MctucnaB po3ibpaB yce, WO NO4YyB HUWHI Bif CbOro AMBOBUXXHOIO
4YOJI0BiKa, | AKMNCb FONOC CKasaB MOMY Yy Ayuwi, Wo cen pubanka 3sep-
TaB CBOI NiCEHbKM Ta C/10Ba caMme A0 HbOro i gasaB oMy nopagu. I BiH
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rMMboKo 3agyMaBCsl, a KoM 3@ ABepuMa MoYvysincs KPOKK Ta CKperiT
3acyBa, obaymaB yxe aobpe, Sk MOMy HAUTUCS CYNpPOTU XUTPOro rpe-
Ka.

Y KiMHaTi 6yno Bxe TeMHO, 60 Kanokip cnoymBaB y 3aMKy Mo A0-
Brin Aopo3i. 3aCnOKOEHUM Ta BpPiBHOBaXeHUM, O4iKyBaB MOJ04eLlb
npmnbyTTa rocrts, 60 Tenep He CyMHiBaBCS 30BCiM, WO NaTpuuin npui-
XaB [0 HbOro. AX OCb PO3UYMHUNUCA ABEpi U Yy KIMHATKY BBIiNLLIOB CTO-
POX 3 OJIMBHOIO JITAMMNOK Ta KOBPOM, @ 3a HUM pubanka 3 BE/IMKUM KO-
LLUMKOM.

KoBep po3cTennnm Ha AoniBUi, CTin HAKPpUW CKaATepTHo, @ Ha Hiun
ctaB pubanka po3crtasnatu b6ntoga 3i ctpaBamu. [Jo3opeub NOKIOHUB-
CA MiX TUM MCTMCnNaBoBi, SKMN A0 BCbOro npurnsagaBcsa 3 YMManmMM 3a-
YyAyBaHHSM, i 3aroBopmB 60/1rapCbKO0 MOBOI, SAKOK, BMPOYiM, roBO-
PUIN BCi Ha OCTPOBI:

— JloCTOMHMIN BOEBOAO, 3HAMOMMK TBiK, naTpuuin Kanokip, npo-
CUTb Tebe Npo YeCTb NPUNHATU NOro Ao cebe Ha Beuvepto!

— 3 ricteMu 60ru y aiM npmxoastb, — BiAMNOBIB CNOKIMHO i MO 3a-
BiTHOMY 3BM4Yato monoeub. — A 4m natpuuin Kanokip CKUHYB YyXe
Aia...

— [AnBunCb, AMBUCb, AOCTOMHUN BOEBOAO, — 3aKpu4aB Yy Til caMin
XBuni pubanka, — ocCb Ti NNAITKM, WO paHKOM HanosueB BtoH y [yHai.
Aau, 9Ki BOHM MoBYa3Hi. Konu 6 9 Tak cuaiB y KanycTi, To cnisas 6w.

— MoBuuM! — rpMMHyYB Ha HbOro gosopeub. — BubauTte, gocrton-
HUA BOEBOAO, BiH HECNOBHa PO3yMYy, Y HbOMY HEYUCTUN CUAUTb, ane
Lo Ao6pun i BipHMI cnyra, TOX i AepXUTbCH.

Mi>k TM McTucnae poragascsi,, YoMy came BloH po3kpuyabcs.
BiH, 6a4, X0oTiB nepewkoaAnTn MOMY 3a4yenuTtu cnosoMm Kanokipa. Tomy
YCMiXHYBCHA NpUA3HO.

— Hexan cniBa€ i roBopuTb, MeHi N MUANiWe, i BigpagHiwe, KoNun
noro 6auvy, — BignosiB.

— Oaabky! Ban Kono! YoMy TBOS XiHKa npoaepsia WKipy Ha Ka-
paci? — cnutas BloH. — I xabu nynutn, He pnbu. [ypHuit Kapacs.
Xan 6y 61 npucis TMxo y Bepui Ta 06epHyBCS ros10BOK A0 XBOCTQ, a,
neBHO, HanwoB 6u BiKHO A0 BTeui. MpaBaa?

I B'toH cTaB BUTMpATKU CNbo3n oboMa Kynakamu. [lo3opeub 3ape-
rotTaecd, a Mctucnas rnsHyB 6McTpo Ha B’ioHa. Be3 cyMmHiBy, nig cnmmn
raHdipkaMn Kpuscsa HebyaeHHUWn po3yMm, onepTun, BUAKO, HA 4YMMano-
MYy LOCBiAi.

Harno B’toH nigckoumsB pas i Apyrnun, 3amMaxaB pyKamu, BXOMUB
oAHOro Kapacsd i cras 6iratm Big BikHa A0 BikHa. BKiHUi CTaHyB npwu
CbOMY, WO BMXOAWNO Ha NiBUN b6eper piku i, 3akn A030peLb Mir oMy
nepewkoanTn, BUKMHYB puby y Boay.

Ha ce KMHyBCA Ao3o0peLb.
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— Ulo ™1, ckasmeca? — rykHye. — ['eTb MeHi Bigcu!

I, BnaobyBLn 3-Mig TYHiKM Harawm, snepiwme 6icHyBaTOro no nne-
yax. McTucnaB ax 3axoAMBCA 3i CMiXy, XO4a 30BCiM He XOTisilocs NoMy
CMiiTUCb. BiH KMBHYB Nnuwwe rososot B'toHOBI, KoM cen obepHyBCS.

— $1 po3yMito noro! — ckasaB. — BiH Xasnie Kapacs, wo aas cebe
3noBuTK, i 6axxas Moro Nyctutn Ha ceoboay. Tomy Bub6paB Te BiKHO,
Kpi3b sike Hankpawe 6yno pubi sunanctn y mope. lNpasaa, B'roHe?

Ane BtoH 6yB yXe B ABepSsX.

— ban Kono, Mukono! [o3opue, ASAbKY, 4yonoBivye, Harato! —
peneTtyBaB. — bixu, 6ixun, cym ige!

— [lecnoTa ige! — noscHMB Ao3opeLlb i BUALWOB, a 3a HUM BtoH.
Ane konun BuxoauB, FNsHYB Ha McTucnaBa ACHUM MornsagoMm, roksas
NiBYy pYKy Ha cepue, NpaBol yKa3asB Ha BIKHO, KpPi3b ke BUKMHYB 6yB
Kapacs, i wes.

Mo xBWNi BBIMWOB Yy KiMHaTy Kanokip.

— 3n0poB 6yB, BoeBOAO! — ckaszaB Beceno. — W0 X, apyxe,
CKy4a€ew?

McTucnae NOK/JOHUBCA.

— CkyyaTtn He 6yno we konn, — BignoeiB, — 60 AyMaB yBecCb

yac, 3BiAKM MeHi Taka xajsiena Bumnana cuaitm y 3anepri.

— Y 3anepTi? — YCMiXHYBCS rpek. — Ane asepi Big4YMHEHI, 4OTU-
puv BiKHa Anga suay i Bigauxy...

— Ane cBoboamn HeMa, KHA35, APYXUHK, 60IB...

— Monoaun ™M we, AOCTOMHUIN BOEBOAO, — YCMIXHYBCS MPUSA3HO
rpek, — He AuBHO, WO Yy Tebe aywa peBeTbca A0 Ain. I a 6yB KONUCh
TaKMM, raHSABCS 3a BiA3HAYEHHSIMM, MAaWMHOM, a Tenep pag bu cnounTu.
OagHaye Konn y Tebe € oxoTa NOKMHYTU cen 3abyTUN OCTpiB, TO, BCTY-
NMBLWMN Ha cnyxby Kecaps, ocaArHyB 6u Bce, Yoro H6axkaew, 6a n 6inb-
we...

KpoB ypoapwuna Monoguesi A0 rosioBu, y oyax MoTeMHiNI0. 34aBa-
N0CHA, WO BiH KMHETbCA Ha 3paASIMBOro rpeka Ta po3gaBuTb, MOB A40-
BUTY raatoky. Ane nobpum ayx cnmHme moro. BiH nigHAB o4i Ha rpeka,
i IX nornaau cTpitnnumca. ¥ odax Kanokipa Tnifia ickpa UikaBocCTi, MOB Yy
TOro, Wo, 3aBAaBLUM BOPOroBi OTPYTYy, CNigUTb 3@ HacnigKkaMu.

— logi MeHi noknpatn KHA34! — nporosBopvB 3 TPyAOM MOJIO-
Aeub.

— ba, MoXHa cnyXuTn Kecapesi, HE NOKNAAKYN KHA3S...

— Sk ®apnad... — BMpBanocsa y Mosoaus.

— [ycTte 6anakaHHsA! — 3acMisgBcsa Harno rpek. — Beueps xono-
He, @ MM Npo TopiwHiIn cHir. Cizanmo!

Mociganu i ctanu icTn. Y KiMHaTy BBIiWLWOB A030peuUb i MPUHIC Y
CpibHOMY Bigpi CHiry. 3 CMM CHirom 3MiwasB BMHO i NogaBaB MOro y no-
30/104eHnX Kybkax. lNicng Beuepi nogaB pyLWHWKK i Tensy BoAy Ta 3a-
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nanume kaguno. CUHSABUN Naxy4ynin AUM HAMOBHMB KiMHATy TOHEHbKUMM
CMyramu, i gywa monogus posrnsimeanacs y po3KoLi, oMpayeHa BUHOM
i naxowamm.

— YynoBO BU, rpeku, xxmeetel — 3aKNIMKaB BiH.

— Yynoso?.. Y Cih HOpPi? — 3acCMigBCS rpek i CTaB HeaoCBiAYEHO-
MYy MOJI0ALUEBI ONMUCYBATU Bi3aHTIMCbKUK ABip 3 Moro 61IMCKOM, BennY-
40, PO3KOLLUAMUN, LUMPOKO PO3BOAMBCS HAL MOYecTaMMU, sKi Mir 6m ocs-
rHyTM Mctucnas y Lapropogai. I xTo 3Haeg, um He Baanocs 6 npexuTpo-
MYy FpeKoBi 3HaAUTU He3iNcoBaHy, MpiMAuUBY Aylly Monoaus, Konu 6 He
®apnad, noro 3paga Ta CTpallHi rpaTM Ha KOPCYHCbKOMY bepesi...

Byna BXe ni3HA Hiy. Kanokip nue, rpus Muraanb, CyXvn BUHOr-
pag i ¢irm i po3nosigas 6e3 ynnuHy. McTucnase no4vye CKOpO, WO BMHO
nae MoMy A0 rosioBu, TOMy He NuB, MLWLE CNyXaB i CllyxasB, a XBUNSMU
Kuaas nuuwe nutaHHa abo 4yyayBaBcs.

— Hy i wo? A ak? lNpob6i! Ha MNepyHa!

I ocb came y Cin XBWUNUHI, KOMK ofgyweBneHnn Monogeub 6axas
NpoOCUTU rpeka, Wobu A03BOSIMB MOMY MPOXUTM 4Yac HeBoni y Llapro-
poAi, 3a BiKHOM Ha aBopi obi3Banacsa nyryTbKa pas, Apyrun, TpeTin.

34purHyecsa Mctucnas... Hade MapeBo, NpoManHyno Momy nepes
o4yMMa BOCKOBe nnue Boecnasa i novynucs cnosa: «[e noanbnew Ka-
nokKipa, NpunoXxun nmomy Med...» Monogeub rnoTep 4YONO PYKOK i BiAcy-
HYB 4YapKy. CBiAOMICTb B O4HY MUTb BEepHYyAaca 40 HbOrO.

— [ocTtonHunin natpuuie! — cnmutas. — Lo 6yae 3i MHOW, AKLO S
He BCTYNJ110 Ha cnyxby no Kecapsa?

Kanokip ckpnsuscs.

— B TakoMy pa3si, BOEBOAO, OCTaHelwcs TyT B HeBoni, 60 9 3Halo,
lwo T1 6yB KHA3eBi HaMNbiwnm Apy>XMHHUKOM, i BiH 3a Tebe BigaacTb
6araTo 6paHuiB.

— O TaK, — 3aknukas McTucnas, 9KUN Harno rnoHsiB, YoMy Kano-
Kip TakK 3 HUM NaabKaeTbCs, — HaBiTb Tebe, AOCTONMHMI NaTpUUIE!

[[peKk rno4yepsBOHIB i 3aMOBK. Moro HaMipu Bigragae cen HeaocCsia-
YyeHUn Monogeub. BiH 3 MOAMBOM MOrnsAaiB Ha HbOrO.

«lllkoga, npeBennka wkoada TakKoi rosoBu A7 CbOro sBeamens!»
— CKa3saB npo cebe.

[Janbwa po3MoBa Benacs yxe npo BiMHY, i Kanokip ctas 3pa3sy
nepebinbwysaTtn ycnixmn Lnmicxisa. Ane i TyT CNMHUB MOro Mosiogelb.

— To 3HauMTb, — CKas3aB BiH Yy BiANOBiAb Ha onNUC NocnigHix 60iB.,
— wo CBdaTOCNnaB MyCUTb YCTynaTu nepepn BalOk KiHHOTOK, asie Bam
ci nobign ctoaTb 6araTo noaen i yacy, i Bu He B cuni po3butn moro sk
cnin. 3naetbcs, 6yae obnora dopocTtona. Yum He Tak?

— O6nora Bxe €! — BianosiB Kanokip. — Ane 6’toTbca nig Mypa-
MU, HE Ha Mypax.

— Ara! KHa3b 6axae maTu 3ab0oposio Big Bawmx KaTtadpakTis.
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— A M Y HbOrO LWWe A0 TPMAUSTU TUCSY BiNCbKa.

Monoaeub NiACKOYUB 3 NaBU, Ha SAKiIK CUAiB.

— Xa, xa! To we HaaBoe 6baba Bopoxuna.

— Tak, — ckasaB Kanokip, — HaaBoe€! I Tomy aepxy g Tebe TyT.
He ctaHy g Tebe cnnyBaTn MTKU Ha cnyxby A0 Kecaps, ane aepxatumy
Tebe TyT, 60 TM — MOS 6e3neka.

I Bunwos.
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XIII
BTEYA

Cnigytouoi gHnHK Big'ixas Kanokip, Hakasytumn nuibHyBaTn 6pa-
HUS A€Hb i Hi4, ane 3apa3oM MaB CTOpPOX noabaTu nMpo ycsiky Buroay
Ans Hboro. Buako, xutpum rpek He baxas pobutn cobi Mctnucnaea BoO-
pOrom.

Monnue AeHb 3a AHEM OAHOMAHITHO, HYAHO, 6€3 3MiH Ta NOoTiXK, a
TYT MiXX TUM My4dusia MOro cepue Tyra 3a CBOIMM i HENEBHICTb, WO Ai€-
TbCA 3 KHS3eM Ta ApYXUHow. He pa3 3ragyeBaB McTtucnas i 3aniccq,
KanuHy, Porgas, BnacTta, JltoTa... HYacoM xanie HaBiTb 3a KpykoM, 9KO-
ro Mmycms 3anuwuntn y Kuesi. Sk ayxe npuagasca 6 nMomy cen BipHUK
ApPYr y Moro HyabryesaHHi. Pnbanka B'lOH WOAHMHM NpuxoamB Tpudi 3i
CTOPOXEM YUCTUTU KiIMHATY, NPUHOCUTU iy Ta HAaNMTOK abo BUHOCUTHU
nocyay. Ane Hi pasy He MoxHa 6yno BigBepTo nobanakatn, 60 CTOPOX
He BiAXOAMB Bi4 HUX Hi Ha XBWUJIO.

Kpi3b BiKHO, O BMXOAMIO HA NiBUN beper piku, i Kpi3b ke BU-
KUHYB 6yB B’toH puby, 6aums McTmncnaB TakoX He pa3 MOs040ro CMi-
XYHa, ane cen 3asuraB nuvue rngedmma i Tpsic ronosot. Hagapmo no-
cunae MOMy Mosofeub HiMi MUTaAHHA MOrnsaaoM Ta ABUMXKAMWU pyK, —
CMiXyH He Bignosigas. I Tak MMHYNO ABa Micau,.

AX OCb OAHOI AHWMHW ynaB CTOPOX Ha MOPO3i KiMHATWU Ta BUKPY-
TUB cobi HOry. SIKMM CBITOM Te CTasioCs, He 3HaB HiXTO, i ax HabaraTo
ni3Hiwe AaisHaBcs McTucnas, WO CMiXyH NpoTArHyB 6yB nonepek Tem-
HUX cXiguiB MOTY30K. CTOpPOX FYKHYB Ha XiHKY Ta BOSAKIB, i BOHW BU-
HeCnM MOoro 3 KiMHaTK Ha Ain. 3 cboro ckopucTtascs BlOH i yBinwWoOB A0
McTmncnasa. 3pa3y CTaB 3acTunaTu CTiN i yknaaaTu Ha HboMy 6itoaa Ta
A36aHKN. Ane KONM BXe 3aTUX/IM KPOKW BOSAKIB Ta NafbKaHHSA XiHOK
Ha cxohax, 3BepHyBcsa A0 McTucnasa.

— BoeBogo! — 3arosopue ckoporosipkotw. — A Pocnas, CMH KMe-
TA 3-nNig IckopocTeHd, aepeBnsHUH. Bxe aBa poKM TOMY MoTpanue S B
HeBOMIO i yaat 6oxeBinbHOro, 60 MeHi 3i cum gobpe. byeas s y Llap-
ropoai, AapiaHononi, AteHax i 6arato 6auus i 4uyB. lypHs, 6a4, HiXTO
He copoMuUTbCs. ToMy i ocTepir g Tebe, i ocTepirato Hagani. TsaMm, BOE-
BOAO, WO TU He Ha Pyci, a y rpeubKnx pykax, Ae cnoBaMy 3aKpumBaloTb
NLWeHb ragkuy, a BUCKa3syTb 30BCIM LLOCh Apyre...

McTucnas ropis, ogHaye, 3 HeTepnasa4ku i nepepsas Pocnasa.

— OctaB ce! 4 Tebe 3po3ymiB gobpe i Aani po3ymiTMmMy. Tu MeHi
KaXun, WO 3 KHA3eM?

— KHa3b BigcTynue y JJopocTton i 6opoHUTbCS Big 6onrap i rpekis
nepeg MiCTOM. Y UUCTOMY MOJi HE OCTOITbCSA /1aBa PYCbKUX APYXUH ne-
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pea NnaHUMPHUMUN KOMOHHUKAMMU.

— O, BOHW, NEBHO, He Bi3bMyTb MOro cunot! — 3aknmkas McTuc-
nase. — BiH open, a BoOHW Kypu. lope im!

— Benukoto € cuna lNepyHa — ce npaBaa, ane HemMa y HbOoro, aK i
B Aaxxbora, necri, niacTyny, rpeubkoro BOrHK, CTpallHUX METaBOK Ha
OrFOHb i KaMiHHA. [1OKW AepXWUTbCA KHA3b Y NOAi, A0TU rapasa. A pas
3aMKHYBCS BiH y ropogai, To byae 6iga!

— YoMy X 61 MoMy TiKaTU y MiCTO?

— Ictn Hema 4oro, nioaen 6araTo, NOXMBM Mano, TOMY i CUA He
BMUcTayae. lonoal..

McTucnas NOHYpUB ronoBy.

— Tikanmo, PocnaBse! — ckazas no xsuni. — A mywy 6ytn npu
KHA3eBi i No6ianTn abo 3rMHyTN pa3oM i3 HUM. [TOMOXN MeHi!..

Ha cxopax no4ynunuca 3HOBY KPOKWU. YPAAHUK OXOPOHWU LicapCbKol
noniuii iLoB 3acTynaTn CToOpoXa rnpu Bedepi. B cin xBuni 3acnisas Po-
cnas, MOB NiBeHb, aXxX McTUCNaB BiACKOYUB.

— Xan He 3Haeg, 6icoBa xaps, wWo My banakaeMo, — ckKasas Mo-
wenkn. — 4 A0 yTedi BXe BCe 3M1aAuB, HeAOCTAaE MeHi nuule ctaneso-
ro Aonota, wob BMBaxuTu rpaTty. Asie CTOPOX Ma€E Take 3Hapaaas, i s
nocTtaparcs ykpactm noro. A ocb TyT, — PocnaB BUTSArHYB 3 KWULLEHI
KyboK MOTy3Ka, — MOTY30K. CnyCTW MOro MeHi Kpi3b BiKHO, K 06i3-
BYCA ABiYi nyrayem...

Y CIO XBWU/IKO BBIWLWIOB Y KiMHATy YpSAAHUK, KMBAOYMUCb Ha KOPOT-
KUX rpybux Horax.

— KBa, kBa, kBa! — 3akaxkaB Pocnas, Tpinatoun pykKamu, MOB
yTKa Kpunamu. Mctucnas He 34epXaBcd i MOPCKHYB CMixoM. [Mpuwe-
neub NOYEepBOHIB 3 AocCaaun, ane MOKJIOHUBCA | CiB 3a cTin. BiH i B ro-
NOBY He Knas, Wwobu «bicHyBaTUn>» po3MOBASAB i3 6paHUeM.

Ane McTtucnasosi He vMwna y pot iga. Crnokow He gasana Momy
ragka, wo, Moxe, sikpa3 y Til caMin XBWUNi i He MaloTb MOro ToBapuLli
WO A0 YCT BNOXWUTU. BiH WBMAKO NOKIHYMB i4y Ha rnpeBesninke BAOBO-
NIEHHS MOro ToBapua, sikum BBa)xas cebe y npasi 3'icTn yce, WO ocC-
Tanochb, i 3 NPOTUBHUM MJIAMKaHHAM 3MiTaB yce 3i CToJy.

AX BUMLWIOB i BiH, i McTncnae octaBcsa caM. [JOBro He Mir 3aCHyTHU.
Pa3 y pa3 npuBuaKyBannucsa mMomy KHsa3b, LLBapHO, JIIOT, ApYyXWHa, —
yCi ronogHi, 3i CTArHyTMMKM nosicamu, 3 nobnignnumMm nmusammn, 3Hecune-
Hi, oxndani.

Konn Monoaeub 36yamecs, nuue moro 6yno Borke Big cni3, npo-
NUTUX Kpi3b COH. Y paHilWHin MonuTei bnarae BiH rapadye Xopca-[ax-
6ora nocnaTu KHA3eBi Ta APYXUHI NOXUBY i cuny Biabutn Bopora.

Y Xypi Ta cMyTKYy nepebys McTuUcnaB uWe KilbKaHaauaTb AHIB. AX
OCb OAHOI AHUHWU yKpuBCS OdyHan mpsakor. CUHABI Kiybu roHms 6yi-
HWUN 3aXigHWIN BiTep 40N BOAOK, KPi3b BIKHO BTUCKABCS Y CaMiTHY KiM-
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HaTy Ha BeXi BOrkKWUi, XonoaHMN Bo3ayX. YAapuno Kpuno BiTpy 06 My-
pu i NOHYPO 3acCBUCTINO Y rinni agepes. NoBOpoOHiNa AyHaMCbKa XBUAS,
BMCOKIi Banu iwnu Big ocepenka piku ao 6epera i 3 xnwonotoM obnmea-
NN NIAHDKKS BEXI.

[Mpwn cBiTNi onnBHOI laMnu cuais McTucnae y KiMHaTI | cyxaB Mno-
Hype BUTTS BUXPY Ta CBOiX 6e3noTiwHnx ayMm. Cym, ummpas rnmnbiun,
YyMMpas BaXKiWwunn, oroptaB Moro. Ha mMosnoay MOTOpPHY AyLWy Hansrna
caMOTa BaXKWMM KaMeHeM i bpanacs 34aBUTU Y Hin BCi Npobanckn cu-
NN Ta [isnbHOCTI. Mpak oroptasB Moro rosiosy, 6e3MmMCiIeHHO i Tyno
rNaainM noracni odi y temps4By.

Konwn BTiMm: «[lyry! Myry!» — o3BaBca ABidi nyrad y rinni asopa i
Haye ayX «bicHyBaToro» B'toHa BcenmBcs y Monoaus.

Muruem ckouymB McTucnae A0 BiKHa i CNYCTUB LUHYPOK YAOJSIUHY,
NpuB’a3aBLUM A0 HbOro CpPibHY NOXKY BiA Beyepi.

— Myry! MNyry! — 3aryaie nyray 3a BiKHOM, a NO XBWJli BUTANHYB
MonoAelb Haropy MoTy3ok, [lo Hboro npue’dasas B'toH gosoni rpybun
PEMiHb Bi4 apkaHa, KU BxXuBanun 6onrapcbKi Ta MedeHisbKi i34ui.
340mByBaBcsa 3pa3y Mctucnas, ane BiATakK 3p0o3yMiB, WO MO CbOMYy pe-
MEeHi CNyCTUTbCA 3 BiKHa Ha 3eM/t0. Ha KiHUi peMeHsa BUCIiB KNneBeub i
Aonoto. Fonoeka kneesus 6yna obropHyTa wkipot. I peMiHb, i WHYP
6ynu Borki. Haasopi nagas AoL,.

Monoaeub cenyac B3§BCHA 3a AiN0: NigBaXKMB rpatn y BiKHIi, i ce
yAanocsa nomy ayxe weuako. HixTto i He gymas, wobun XTO Mir 3 OCTpi-
BUS yTekTn. OaAnMHOKMI YoBeH 6yB no Tomy 6oui, Ha npaBoMy bepesi
PiKM, a Ha ocCTpiBuUi 6yfo Nuwe ManeHbke 4oBeHuUe B'toHa, y KoMy
VW oaHa nanMHa Morna NycTuTnuca Ha noAdy. TOMy HiXTo He fgobaums,
WO ipXXa AaBHO BXe neperpuvsna 3anisHi wrabu rpat. o niBroauvHi
npaui rpat yxe He 6yno. He 6yno uytn i ygapis knesus, 60 wkipa
raywmunna ix, a CBUCT BUXPY He A0MNYCKaB HiAKMX MOMOHIB A0 YLeWn Bap-
TOBMX Ha CxoAaxX Ta Yy MpucCTaHi. Jlerko, MoOB KiT, CkounB McTncnae Ha
3eMto i nobaume cenyac 6ins cebe nexady nocratb PocnaBa.

— YMi€wWw nsiaBaTtv, BOEBOAO? — CMNMUTAB CMiXYH 3aMiCTb NPUBITaH-
HS.

— CnaBa Benecosi, yMito.

— Ce rapasg. Ctpubor posrynsecs HUHI. BiH i noHece Hac, Kyau
Tpeba, i HaHece AoWnKY, KNI 3aTpe YCi cnian 3a HaMu. XoAiMo, BOE-
BOAO!

3irHyBLWMWCb, WWUMAaraHi BiTpoM i gouwem, nepecyBannca monoaui Ao
6epera. TyT iX Xaano ManeHbKe YOBEHLE, CMpPaBXHSA OpixoBa LWKapy-
NMMHA, HaBaHTaXXeHa BCIJIAKMMU nMpunacamm, Tak WO OCTaBasioCb Micue
xiba ans ogHoi ocobu.

— Po3pgaranca, BoeBoAo, i MAMBM 3@ MHOK. TWU He 3yMi€EW TakuM
HaBaHTa)XeHMM YOBHOM oOpyayBaTu, a NpUTIM, — TyT 3acMiaBcsa B'loH.
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— A0BONi 9 HAMOK, 3MOKHM i Tn aewo!

— Hivyoro! [lonoMoXiTb, BOASHI!

Monogeub CKUHYB oasr, a Pocnas CiB y YOBEH i BiAWTOBXHYB MO-
ro Big 6epera. 3a yoBHOM nonameB McTUcCnaB, NPUAEPXKYIOUYNCb YOBHA
oAHieo pykoto. CKOpO uwe3na y TyMaHi 3a HUMM NoHypa Bexa 3abyTo-
ro 3aMKy. SAKyCb XBWIKO BUAHINO We y MpsaUi CBiTeNnbLe OJIMBHOI NaMnu
BMCOKO Haj BOAOK, @ NOTIM i BOHO wWe3n0. Mpska, niTbMa i Aol obHs-
NN 3BiAyCinb yTiKadiB, Ki MOBYKM NOCyBannucs Ao npasoro bepera pi-
KW.

I ocb 3a4opHina nepen HUMKU TEMHA CMyra, NMoBHa rOMOHY, wene-
CTY Ta MJIIOCKOTY XBWUNb, ce 6ynun npubepexHi ouepeTu.

Monogeub pa3 y pa3 CTaB 3a4inatv Horamm o6 KOpHSKK LWyBapy,
NiABOAHUX POC/IUH, BKiHLUI 3aCTpsar y HaMyni.

— Knagucs yepesoMm Ha Boay! — paavs B'loH i 3i 34BOEHOO CU-
010 nxas 4YoBeH A0 bepera.

AX OCb MoKasanuca nepuwi KYnMHU CUTHUKY | KynyaTKK, NO3MHa
Ta Bepbu, a no xBuni Buckoums Pocnae Ha b6eper.

Mokpuin Ta nepemeps3nun, McTmcnas nocnigyesas 3a MOro NpuMi-
POM i oasAirHyBCs y CBin oaqar. Pocnas nobyBs 3 YOBHa ABa MillKW, BUTS-
FHYB 3 O4HOro ByxXaTuin A36aHOK 3 3aTU4YKOIO.

— Hanuincsa, 60 BxonuTtb Tebe nponacHuus, a Toai xiba BepraTtu-
cs npunwnocs 6.

MctucnaBs nocnyxas. Cen npocTuUin YONOBIK BiB MOro, MOB AUTUHY,
i Monoaeub cnyxascs moro 6e3 cnpotuBy, 60 3HaB, WO TyT b6inbLie
3HaUMUTb 3HAHHA Micus i o6bCcTaBuMH, UMM AO0OCBiA, XUTPICTb, BigBara Ta
xopobpicTb. B aA36aHKky 6yno cunbHe rpeubke BUHO, i CKOpO Big4vyB
Mofnioaeub, SIK ntobe Tenno po3nMBAETLCS NO MOro Tini.

— Lo > Tenep? — cnuTaB MoOLUEnkKu.

— A ocb rndaHb! — BignosiB Pocnag, BKa3yuM Ha piKy 3a Kinbka-
HaAUSTb KPOKiB Bifg cebe.

Ha TeMHO-CipoMy Tni BOAW YOPHINO WOCb npu camoMy b6epesi, Ha-
ye rneHb Aepesa.

— Ulo ce?

— Ce yoBeH Kanokipa. Y HboMYy € BapTa. O4gnH CcnnuTb A0 NiBHOMI,
Apyrun Big niBHodi. Ta HUHI, MabyTb, obmnaBa 3acHyNu.

— [de? Y YoBHi?

— Tak.

— Hy, rapa3g! Ocb T06i gonoto! Konn gam 3HakK, Tak TM CMM A0-
NOTOM MO rofIoBi TOro, WO CNUTb. d 3aNMyCsl ApYTrUM.

— Ere x!

Tenep obinmaB npos.ig BoeBoga, 60 Pocnas nobpe 3Has, WO n-
uap, akmm € niobumuyem Ceatocnasa, Mycutb 6yt Heabusaknm 6opuem.

MpoTn yci cnogiBaHHS, BapTOBMIM He Cnas, aHi He CUAiIB Y YOBHI,
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nuiie CTosiB, Cneplmncb Ha WuUT, Npun 6epesi. Ane wym BITpy NpuUrny-
lUMB KPpOKM McTucnaBa. Konu niginwnm Ha caxXeHb A0 HbOro, WernHyB
McTucnas 0o ToBapuwa:

— birom go 4yoBHa!

He po3aymytoumn, norHaB Pocnae 6irom.

— Crin! Ctin! — rykHyB BapTOBUM i XOTiB 6yN10 NOrHaTH 3a HUM.
Ta B Ty XBW/IKO BNAanNo MOMY Ha rofioBY WOCb BaXxke, Benuke i M'ske.
Ce McTuncnas ygapus MOro 3 yCboro po3mMaxy no rosiosi... MilLKOM. 3a-
KiTnyBanocs y TeMpsiBi, 3a5iyHaB Ops3KiT WwWK1Ta, WO NagaB Ha KaMiHHS,
BiATaK oknukK: «Kipie!» — g noTiM 3aMOBKJ10 yce.

— Pocnaee! — nouyBscga ronoc y tempsasi. — Tu rotos?

— [oToB! A Tn, BOEBOAO?

— I al Ane Min we >xnsmun!

— [daBan noro croamn!

McTucnas 3aTArHyB rpeka A0 YOBHA, Ae NiexXaB yXe ApYyrun Bisa-
HTiELWb, SIK onicns okasanocs, youtun gonotom Pocnasa. CMixyH, 6au,
yAapuB MOro y BUCOK, i Yepen SIONHYB Big yaapy.

Cenyac BKUHYNIM MOOALI Y YOBEH MIlLKWM Ta BUMJIUAN Ha cepeaun-
HY piku. TaMm BKUHYAU Yy BOAy Hebixumka, a Apyroro, siKoro suiie
npurosomMwune ygap Mctucnaea, nocaaunv Ao Becen i namnm ax [o
paHKy.

Konn Ha cxoai nepea HMMK ctana 6initu Boda y CipuHi po3cCBiTY,
ckepMmyBaB Pocnae 4yoBeH Ao 6arHucroro niBoro 6epera piku, ge cno-
ynBanm obumaBa Becb AeHb. BBeuepi noixanu pani, a rpeka nycrunm
XXUBUM. He Tak-TO WBUAKO Mir BiH BEPHYTUCS A0 CBOIX.

Yci rpeubki Ta 6onrapceki cmnin 6ynu no Tomy 6oui piku. Tomy He
6oanuncsa 3pagn. PiBHO X He 60a1uMcsa noroHi, 60 3 ocTpiBUS HE Mir Hi-
XTO BMpywuTn 6e3 yoBHa Kanokipa Ta 4ankn B'toHa.

I Tak iXann BOHU HiY4Yl0, @ BAEHb CNOYMBaASIN, AOKWU He A0iXanun Ao
opocTona.

X Xk X

B>xe paHKOM TOI caMoi AHMHK Nobaynmam BOHM HA OBUAI NYHY NO-
Xapulia, a KONy 3inWio CoHue, YopHi aumMn. CXiagHUW paHilWHin BiTep
MPWUHIC IM BOHIO AMMY Ta CNasleHUHM.

— Ocb MK BXe i AoOMa, — ckasaB McTucnas.

— ba, ane roai byae agicratuca y ropoa. Ha piui ¢nor.

— Lo »x pobutn? lMNigemo gani niwkn. 3roaa?

— TB0S BONSA, BOEBOAO, a 6boriB nacka... Moxe, ginagemo.

— To xoaimo!

Mepenwnun piky i y nobpe ykKpuTtoMy Miculi, Heganeko Big MicTa,
TaM, BigKW BUI3AMB yrnepwe CBATOCMAB Ha Norpom (pnoTy, BUALWAN HaA
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beper. Xunbuem BUMI3NM Ha Manum ropbok i 3 Kop4iB MNOrnsHy N Ha
ropoj Ta Moro oKonuuto.

[lo MicTta 6yno we 3BiAcCing Aaneko, ane MMMO CbOro ycs piBHUHA
byna BkpuTa ryptkamu nrogen. Mano 6yno, ogHade, Mixx HUMU BOSIKIB.
Bynn ce ronoBHoO 6onrapcbKi censiHu, ki nig 4ornsaaoM rpeubknx Bos-
KiB i odiuepiB TArnMM Ha WHypax BesiMyesHi MawunHW. bynn Tam Kkata-
NynbTWU, WO BUrNS4ann Hade BesindesHi BopoTa 3 rpybe3HnMn npyxu-
HaMW 3i CKpy4YeHUX KOHOMNASIHUX NINHB, Aani 3BU4aNHi MeTaBKWU 3 Ben-
Ye3HO AepeB’AHO BaApexor, Y Ky Kannm KaMiHHS, Wonu 3 TapaHa-
MU Ta cBepanamu ans po3bmeBaHHA MypiB, Aani XXypasfi, Haye Ha KO-
noasasdax, Ha SAKuUx, MIiCTo Bigep, BMUCIAM Kowi, Y Ci Kowi ciganun ny4yHu-
KW, XXypasenb niginMas ix ropi, i 3siacm manm BoHn obcTpintoBatn 060-
pOHUIB MicTa. Ane HambinblIOK Ta HAMrpi3HiWOW MalwKnHOW byna Be-
NeTEHCbKa JlepeB’siHa BeXa a KilbkoMa nosepxamu, rynsairopoa. Ha-
AOoNi CToAB TapaH ANnd po3bmBaHHSA MypiB, Ha NMepwoMy NoBepcCi BiKHA
3 MOMOCTOM AN4 NiXOTUHLIB, WO WM NPUCTYNOM Ha Mypu, Ha ApYro-
MYy — BiKHa ANng CTpinbuiB, a Haropi — Ayna ANngd rpeubkKoro BOrHH.

CTpawHa cg Bexa, yCca BKpuTa LWKipaMu, nocyBanacs Bnepeg no
NOMOCTY 3 AOLLUOK Ha AepeB’dHMX Banax, MOB 4YaMKa Ha BoOJsOLUi, ane Ao
cboro Tpeba 6yno i coteHb pyk. TOMYy Bi3aHTINCbKI BiCbKa 3irHanan 3
YyCiX HAaBKOJIMLWLHIX Cifl HaceneHHs, wobun nigkovyysaTu MalIMHK Nig Mic-
TO Ha Bas, 9KUN ycunano BiMCbKO piBHOGIXHO A0 CTiH [lopocTona.

Po3rnsaHyBLWNCL Yy MNOMIOXKEHHi, obuaBa MosioAui CTanu paauTucd
nowenku. Ane HeaoOBro Tpmeasa c4d Hapaga. BoHu mornu nuwe Kpisb
Tabip rpekis npobutnuca y ropoa, 60 Ha piui CcTosnm cyaHa Ta i3anam
yoBHaMu BapTn. Ckopo cknanun cobi nnaH, a No XBuni, KNHYBLUN CMUCU
i WKMTKU, NoXoBanu HOXIi Ta TONOpW MNig naawi i 3Miwannuca 3 Hanbnnx-
YOO BaTarok MY>XWUKIB.

— 3BigKW BU? — cnuTanu ix.

— 3-nig Nepecnasun! — BignosiB B'toH. — 310BWAM HAcC | NnpurHa-
nn, 6or 6un ix nobus,

— [en, ren, Hesonda! — 3iTXann MyXuku. — MnHyBeca 0obpuin 4yac
npasau Ta ceoboan. Bosipn Ta rpekn ropoto.

— [10 WHypiB, A0 WHypiB, cobaye HaciHHA, ren! — 3akiukKaB Yy

Cin xBuni odiuep.
Bci, @ 3 HUMM McTtucnaB i B'lOH, KWHYAUCA NPUTbMOM TAMHYTU Ty-
nanropoa Ao Basny nig MicToM.
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XIV
OCTAHHI AHI JOPOCTOAA

Y Benukin rpnaHuui JopoCToNbCbKOro 3aMKy cuiiB KHA3b CBATO-
cnas. lNignepwwn ronosy pykot, rnaaie nepen cebe HeABUXKHO OKOM,
lWo 6aunTb NMus i NoAaii He 3i Cboro CBiTY, OKOM MpopoKa, BOpoXobuTa.
I 6aunno ce oko 4ybaTi apyxuHmn Onera i noro WKUT Ha BopoTax Llap-
ropoga. baunno i nobuTi, notonneHi Bincbka Iropsa Ta ceoi NobiaHi 60i
reH paneko y liBaeHHin MakenoHii. BoHo 6aunno gina 6atbkiB, nobi-
AN, NOpaxKeHHs, COpOM i CnaBy MUHYNMX BIiKiB Ta BaXKi, Kpuasi 60i
TenepiwHocTi. Ane BOHO 6aunno i 6yayuunHy, i TOMy came rpisHo CTs-
ranucsa 6poBu Hag Brnaaumm oumma repod. OgHauve He 6yfio y CMX o4vax
CMYTKY. Y HUX B6NNCTINO HAaTXHEHHS, 3anan i Bipa, Wo 3 YCiX CUX paH,
60iB, KpOBi, HeQyr Ta CMepTi YpPATYETbCS, MOB 30J710TO B OrHi, Bi4Ha,
HeB'siHy4Ya NMuapcbkKa cflaBa pPyCcbKoOro iMeHi Ha BCi Yyacu, Ha BCi 3eM-
ni...

LLiBnako, ogHade, onana ropao nigHeceHa ronoea CedATocnasa.
3-3a BIiKOH Yy piBHMX BiACTynax 4acy nOX0AMB rnyxuin nomit... Ce 6anku
Ta KaMiHHSA, KMAaHi MaxuHaMum poMeis, Naganun Ha 6yaunHKK Ta waTpa,
Ha n4en Ta KOHen. Yacom cnigyBaB 3a yaapoM TpiCK flaMaHuX B's-
3aHb AaxiB i rpoxit pyMHoBaHuUX CTiH. [ekonu 3BiWwaB KpuK noaen,
CTOHM Ta NPOKNbOHU. XBUASIMW BTUCKABCHA B KiMHaTU rpuU3Kuin MM —
ce ropinuM 3anasneHi rpeubkuM orHem 6yauHKW. Ane KHS3b He MLIOB
rNaaiTm, Ae came roputb, 60 Ha BYIMUAX NexXanun paHeHi, Tpynu nobu-
TUX | NoMepnux Big ronoay MelwkKkaHuiB Micta i BodkiB. Ci noXxoBkni,
noyopHini Tpynun nakanu Ceartocnasa. BiH npuBuk ao nobornosuly, ae
TUCAYI 3aBhaBasiv CMepTb TUCAYaM, Ae pPiKow nunaca Kpos. Ane TyT
KpoBi He 6yno. TyT ybuBana ycCix »XOBTa KiCTnsiBa 3Mopa ronogy, npo-
TWU SIKOT He Mir BUCTOATU HiXTO. BoHa 3a aBa-Tpu AHI 3 repos pobuna
ANTUHY, @ 3@ YOTUPU — HEMIYHOro crapusd. TyT Hi 4nd 4yoro He npuaa-
nncs énaropoAHicTb, nigBara, Xopobpictb. 'onoa nepeTBopoBaB YCiX
6e3 pi3HunUi y 3BipiB, i CBATOCNAB 3 XXaxoM 3ragyBaB MNpo TPYnu XiHOK
Ta Aiten 3 N00O6TUHAHMMKN pyKaMu Ta HOraMu, SIKi 3Haxogunau He pas y
TEMHUX Nepeynkax, Ae Xuna He3aMoXHa JIIAHICTb.

MpobyBann APY>XUHHUKMU YMHUTWU BUMPaBU 3@ MOXMBOK A0 rpe-
LbKoro Tabopy, ane pomei caMi ronogysanum, a ycs okonuus 6yna sxe
BigAaBHa Ao4uncTa orpabneHa.

Hactynus Bedip. YnMpas HeBMpasHilWMMKU CTaBann 4YepTn npea-
MEeTIiB, YUMMpPa3 TAXKUYNMUN AYMKU KHA34A. Kpi3b BikHa 3arndHysio y rpua-
HULIIO 3apeBO MNoXeXi, novyyesannmca oknmku: «Boagn, soamn!» — Ta cuk
nonym’s.. A yepes piBHi BiACTYNW 4Yacy NyHaB JIOMIT pynHoBaHuUx 6yan-
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HKiB, CTOHM NOBUTUX | paHEHUX, CKPUN METaBOK...

CBSATOCNaB HaKMHYB Ha cebe WNPOKNIN YOTUPUKYTHUN Bi3aHTINCb-
KM nnauw, i BunwoB. Ha MangaHi nepea 3aMKOM KPYTUIOCSH KinlbKa TU-
ca4 nogen. MMHYNOI AHMHKM Nig OCNOHOK MaxuH yaapunm Ha Tabip Py-
ci 6onrapcbki KOMOHHUKK. BOHM 3 iM'AM CBOro uaps Ha ycrax iwnum y
6in i nobiannun, 60 yci Apy>XUHWM po3neTinuca nepeg HUMU, MOB MOSO-
Ba. Tak goixanu 6onrapu ax Ao CTiH ropoga, Ta Harno 3 ycCiX CTOpiH
KUHYINCA Ha HUX TOBMU PYCbKUX APYXUHHUKIB 3 3aB3ATTAM, MPO gKe
bonrapu ax AoCi He Manu HagiTb MNOHATTA. Ane Ci repoi, Wo Tenep Ku-
Aannca Ha TOBMY OPYXHWUX NOBIAHWUKIB, HE BaunIN Y HUX BOPOXUX BO-
SKiB, @ IMWe... KOHEN, 3 AKNX MOXXHA 3BapuUTN NOXunBY!

Hi ognH 3 6onrap He yHUK cMepTi. 3rMHynn yci, a KoHen 6yno no-
pi3aHO cenyac. He 6yno ix uiMM rogyBaTu, a 3a AeHb-ABa noxyanm 6y-
nn 6 i Tak.

Bunwoswn Ha MangaH, 6aums CeBsiTocnas, siKk nopizaHe Ha Mani
LUMATKM M'SICO Ta KOCTi nawBann BOEBOAM MiXK BiMCbKOM. baums, sk
CBITUNUCA OdYi BUIOMIOAHINMX BOSIKIB Big4 651aroil Haaii nonoicTn xo4 pas3
Ha Kiflbka AHiB. [lecb noAdinuca 3HeBipa, Tyra 3a poOAUHOK, CMYTOK;
XapTu, CMix nodvysanucsa y 360pi, i KHA3b caM 3padis, AUBAYUCL Ha
ce. BiaTak nmiwoB gani BynusMu Micta i TyT 6a4umB nopo3knageHi Bor-
Hi, Ha AKMX Bapunacb MoXxwusa. TpaBy, NNCTH, KOCTi, oCTaHKK 6opoLl-
Ha, CylleHOoro M’'dca, oropoAOBWHW, KYCHi LWIKipU 3 MOSACIiB, 4peBiiB,
LWNTIB — yCe Te BapwuioCb Yy ropuwkax Ha aKyCb lLwWwkKy. Hewo rogysanm-
CS yCi, XTO MaB Lie WO BJIOXUTU Y FOPLUIOK. XTO BXe 30BCiM Hi4YOro He
MaB, iWOB Ha piky. [lexTo Haxoaue puby, iHWWK CKanbKW, pakiB, BO-
ASHI pOCNMHKW, ane Haun4yacTiwe 3Haxoaumnun pubanku paHu abo i
CMepTb Bif pPYK rpeubknx BapTOBUX, AKI HEHACTAHHO KPYXWUau nonig
beperammn piku.

Bciogn 6yno Bnako TOBMWU APYXMHHWUKIB, AKi MO NocnigHin 6utsi
MyCUn BIACTYNWUTU Yy ropoa nepej rpaaoM KaMiHHA, 6ankis, nepepg
CTPYMEHSAMU MJIMHHOIMO BOMHIO Ta yAapaMun NaHUMPHUX KaTadpakTis,
KOHi skux ans 6inbwol BignopHOCTI 60MOBOI NiHil CKOBYBanu naHutora-
MU,

CBATOCNaB 3BEPHYB /MUe Hanpaso, Y CTOPOHY NpucTaHi. TyT b6y-
N0 TEMHO i TUX0. KHS3b NOBEPHYB TyAM i NWOB XBUJIKD MiX psaamm Te-
MHUX, HEOCBITNEHMNX AOMIB... TYT i TaM banMManu OoroHbkmn, a y ix cnabo-
My CBIiTNi pyxanucsa NiHMBO 4KiCb TiHi. XBuAsMKM nodysanucsa cnabi,
NAAKCMBI roNocn. BupasHo 4yB KHA3b Nady gUTUHU. «Manko, Manko!»
— nebegina guTunHa i npocuna ictu... Ane nuuwe CyaopoXxHun niad éys
BiANOBIAAKD HA CNbO3W... Xpunni, cnabi ronocn ob3mBanmnca 3 TEMHUX
yrniB, a 3 AedKNX TEMHUX XaT Bid/I0 HEBUHOCMMKUM COMYXOM Henoxosa-
HUX TpyniB. TyT i TaM 3a4nMbaB KHA3b, iAy4n, TEMHI Tifla, NPOCTArHEHI
Ha Aopo3i. BiH oMMHaB X Ta HaBiTb He rnaais, Wo ce. BiH 3HaB, Wo ce

96



MepLui — XXepTBu rono4Hol 3MOpMu.

I Toai NO4YyB KHA3b, WO AKMNCb X0/104 MOPO3UTb MOro Ayuwy, Biag-
6bupae BigBary i HenoKoiTb COBICTb... COBICTb, fIKa AOCi He 3aKuHyna
KHS3eBi Hi 04HOI KpuUBAW, Hi 04HOI HecrnpaBeaINBOCTI.

«3Mopa rosnoay MaTip’lo yCcix CcMX YOpHUX MepuiB, — Kasana co-
BicTb, — ane 6aTbkoM TW caM, Benukuin Cesatocnase... Ci Tpynu, cen
MOMip — ce TiHb, AKY KMAAE TBO4A cnaBa!»

Harno 3BepHynun yBary KHA38 GKiCb HEeNACbKi KPUKWU, CTOHMU,
NPOK/bOHN, METYWHs. 'YpTOK Nnogen TOBNUBCA HaA po3i Bynuui npu
CBiTNi OFHIO, KWK ropiB Yy CiHAX Hanbnux4doi xatun. Y ToBni 6numwas
Mey Ta 3BYy4YalIM PYCbKi NPOKNbOHU. NPUTBMOM KMHYBCHA TyAW KHSA3b.
Ha Bua noro 6nucky4doi 36poi, Wwo 3acsasna, KoM B KHA39 3CYHYBCS
nnaw, 3 njieya, po3CKOUYMINCA HaMaCHUKW.

— [eTb BiACK, ONPUWKN! — Tr'YKHYB KHSA3b | 406YTUM MeuyeM Kifb-
Ka pasiB yaapuB NMoMixx Hambinbw 3aB3aTtux. I Toai nobaumse Ha A0pO3i
ybUTOro pycbKoro Apy>XwWHHUKa, a y MOro pyui OCTaHOK BUAINEHOT NO-
My cTpaBu. onoaHi MiwaHn nobaumnam y HbOro M’ssco tTa ybunm mnoro,
lwobwu 3006yt HeBuaaHe nobpo.

B nepwin xBuni rHiB oropHys CBATOCNaBa, pykKa cArHysa 4o nos-
ca, Ae BUCiB yCiM gobpe 3HaHUn pir, axk onasa 3HoBYy 6e3CUMbHO.

«Hi! Ce He BoOHMW... Ce ronoa! Ce He onpuLIKKX, HE 3/TI0YUHLUI... Ix
KapaTtu rogi. Hag HUMKM cMmepTb... [lepea HUMK niTbMa! Hi Haail, Hi BK-
rnagie Ha nobiay, Ha xni6, Ha Mup...»

[0ON0CHe rapyaHH4, Hade ubKoBaHOI cobaku, nepebuno AyMKu
CeaTocnasa. 3UpKHYB Tyau, i MOpo3 npowmnb noro. Hag ogHUM 3 He-
6iXXUMKIB KNAYaB HaMiBroamMm 4onoBiK 3 IMLEM, 3apOC/IMM aX A0 O4YeW,
6ocuin, Bucoxnmmn, Hade KoLl 3 Kasku. Y MiTbMi CBITUNNCS rapsyKoro
BesIMKi Kpyrni odi 6apca, y pyui 6nmwas HixX. NMpn HeneBHOMY 6aUCKY
AANeKoro BOrH 6aymB KHA3b, SIK YOM0BiK cei B6MBaAB HiX y Mepus...

Ornga exonuna CeAToCNasa 3a ropso, BiH 6iroM NycTuBcsa Hasaj,
i pas y pa3 34aBasiocd MOMY, LLO 4Yye 3a cobo Te CTpallHe rap4yaHHs
MoaAnHKU-cobaku.

«[Mpobi! — wenTtaB npo cebe. — lopa KiH4YaTK... LLlo ckaxyTb ba-
TbKMU Yy BUpal, KOAWN CTaHy nepea HWUMK, a 3i MHOK YCi Ti 3ronoaHini
npuMmapu nogen? BoHM CKaxyTb: «3MOpa ronoay € MmaTtip'to ycix Tux
MepuiB, ane 6aTbkoM TU caM, Benuknm Ceatocnase! Ci Tpynu, cen no-
Mip — ce TiHb, 9Ky KMAAE TBOA CMaBa...»

He ornagatounceb, 6ir KHA3b ax y nosyaHeBUA KiHeub ropoja, ae
Kpi3b Big4MHeHi 6pamMun pa3 y pas BXoAUAU APYXUHHUKK 3 nonsd 6uTeu.
TyT naHyBaB rapssykosBummn pyx. BoeBoan BM3HauyBanm Micus noogmHo-
KUM Bigainam, ocobmucTto posgasanm noxumey... Cknaan CBiTUAINCA NycCT-
KOIO.

Y HaniB3pynHOBaHin xaTi npu 6paMi 3acinm BoeBoaun i CBsaToCnaB
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Ha paay.

— BoeBoan! — noyasB KHA3b. — Benunka Bexa pomeis 6yae 3aBT-
pa 3a BaJIOM Ha KifibKaHaAUATb CaXXHiB Big ropoaCbKWX CTiH. 3aBTpa
3aropuTbCs MICTO Bi rpeLbkKoro BOrHw, a MU BCi 6yaemMo 3MyLleHi Ti-
KaTn 3a Mypu abo BMUTM 3 MiCTa Ha pPiBHMHY Ha CXOoAi, Ae 34aBUTb Hac
KiHHOTa. PaabTe, wo pobutn! Born He NOKMHYTb HAC, SKLLO NOKaXeTb-
Cs, WO MW He BTpAaTUNM We AyXY i Hajil. 3@ HAac NOMONATbCH | AYXWU
npeakis y Bupal, aKWo MM He 3paauMO AaBHLOI CNaBuM HaWoro nneme-
Hi. PaabMoO, 0TXe, sIK BiABEpPHYTHU Bia cebe cto Hebe3neky?

XBUNO MOBYanNn BOEBOAM, BKiHUI 0bizBaBcs LLBapHoO.

— Ce 3aMano — BiaBepHyTn Hebe3neky. H1Hi po3aanu Mmn oCTaH-
KM NOXuBW. 3aBTpa no 6utei He Byae BXe WO ICTU. AKLWO He 3HULLMMO
Bopora abo He nobyaemMo Noxmneu, nNponagomM nponagemo.

— A UM gpyXMHa 3HAE, WO MOXMBU HeMa? — cnuTaB CBUHeNbA.
SIKUW BCe e HOCUB PYKY Ha rnepesB’qa3ui.

— 3Hae€! — BiANoOBINM XOpPOM BOEBOAM.

— I Wwo kaxyTb?

— KaxyTb, — BignosiB LLBapHO, — ocb wo! «byaem ébutuncs, no-
KW CWUN, @ He CTaHe cui... To pa3 MaTtun poaunal Mix cBoiMK i cMepTb
nerka! [le KH434 rosioBa, TaM i Hawi».

— A ge ix, TaM i Moa! — AOKUHYB KHSA3b.

I 3HOBY 3aMOBK/IU YCi.

— UWlo X Tn, KHaxe, npuaymas? — nutas LLBapHoO.

— A?.. 4 6auus nwogoigis, 6aumB yoMBCTBO 3@ KYCHUK M'sica, 4yB,
AK AiTW, MaTepi i 6aTbKn NnavyTb 3 rosioay. A 3Haw, WO TUCAYI rOTOBI
NOKNacTW rosoBu, i TOMy nNuTar cebe: 4yMm € BUrnaam Ha nobiagy, 4m Hi?
Konun €, To 6unMocs A0 3arvHy, a HeMa, TO KOXHY Kparnt npoanToi
KpOBi Nouncnatb 60rn i Ayxu npeakiB i KWHYTb HaM Yy O4i, 9K yOUBCT-
BO.

BoeBoan MoBuyanu, a CeatocnaB Tep obomMa pykamMm noMopLleHe
4YOJ10, 3 SIKOrO BXe AAaBHO He 34iMMarnia pykKu 4YopHa Xypa i Tocka. Bki-
HUi BiH BCTaB.

— Ocb 6aunTte, TOMY ABa AHI nocunas LnMicxin oo meHe nocna 3
BUK/IMKOM Ha AB06iM 3a 3emnto bonrap. 3pa3y AyMmas s, WO 3 rnysay
3CYHYCS Big pagowiB, ane Xopc-CBapor npocBiTMB MOE cepue BYacHO,
Kaxyumn: «Lumicxin pobpe 3HaeE, WO 9 TaKMX YOTUPbOX, K BiH, ybumB
61 NOPOXHLOK KOHOBKO». XTO Hacunae ybmsuiB Ha Apyroro, y Toro
cunn HebaraTto, a xTo ybmBa€e 3panoto, y Cboro i Bigsarm He 6yBa€e
HaaMipy. Buako, kecap XoTiB MeHe NiACTPennTn 3-3a CBOIX Mnjae4vyen oT-
PYEHOIO CTpinot abo norybutm yapamun. I g BigkKasas, XO4 cepue ax
CKaBYynNiNno, MOB Nec, 3i CKa)XXeHOoi 3/10CTi Ta ax ropisio Big oxotu... OTak
i Tenep nonpobyto We pa3 paHKOM yaapuTu Ha BeXy Ta Ban 3 YCIEL
Cunow. SKWo yaacrtbcs, To 6yay 6opotuca gani xod 6m oo Beyopa i
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3rmHy abo 3rmHyTb BOHU. A He yaacTbcs, TO po3ib’to iX pnoT Takm 3aB-
Tpa BHOYI i 3a4Hy neperosopu. LLlo X, rogutecs, Boesoan?

Bci BMpa3snnm ceBoK 3rogy noTakyBaHHAM i BUNLWAK 36mupaTtn apy-
XUHY Ta NpoBaguUTu 1l pO3CBITOM NMPUCTYNOM Ha Bann poMeiB.

Came Topmi, konn CBATOC/MAB 3aK/IMKaB Ha pady BOEBOA, Kecap
IBaH LUumMicxin rnsapie 3 HaMBULLOIro NOMOCTY Bexi Ha [jopocTton. 3-nig
61MCKy4doro wosioMa rnaginim TeMHi BesuKi O4i Ha OrHi, Wwo ropinn y
ropoai. 3aKpuBfieHUW, Ha4ve KB Cyna, HIiC CBiAYMB NpPO BipMEHCbKe
NOXOAXEHHS Kecaps. 3aTUCHYBLWU rpybi, m'acucTi ycta, UnMicxin mop-
LWMB rycTi 6poBuM i, HE KaXy4un Hi cnoBa, CNiAMB 3a pyXaMu PpyCbKoOro
Bincbka. MNepen 6paMoto racnm oguH No ApyroMy BapTOBi OrHi, 3ate y
ropoai ax nyHa 6una y Hebo, Haye Big noxexi. [locBiaYeHUNn NONKO-
BOZeLb Mi3HaB i3 CbOro, Wo APYXUHU CXOAATb 3 NOMSA Y MICTO.

— To 6apbapikoH desreli actige!® — ckasas A0 BMCOKOro CyTy-
nysartoro retepiapxa Cknipa.

Cel nepecyHyB py4yKol Meya Mno 30/10TUCTUX F'yA3axX HauyepeBHU-
Ka Tak, Lo ax novyscHa 6psa3K, Haye Big nob6yBaHOro meya.

— Yn Malo iX rOHUTU? — CNUTaB..

IMnepaTtop nornsHyB Ha BOeBOAY 3 YCMixoM. Cknip 6yB MyxeM
BEJIeTEHCbLKOro POCTy Ta CTpawHOi cunu, ane cnabux crocibHocTen.
XUTpUn Ta po3yMHUWN Kecap Y>XMBaB MOro, Haye iHXeHep TapaHa, ane
NiaCMiXyBaBCs 3 HbOro. 3ate 6yB Cknip Hanbnm>xxumm uapesi 4BOPSAHU-
HOM, 60 6yB AypHuin, Wo6 BAaBaTUCA Yy SIKi-Hebyab 3aroBopu, i, He
nuTato4umn, ybmeBas KOXHOIMO, Ha KOro BkasyBaB MOMY AeCnoT.

— Hi, Cknipe! — BignosiB. — My NycTMMO Ha CMX BapBapiB TBO
CecTpuuky!

I pykoto BKasaB Ha BeXy. YcA ApY>XMHA 3acMignacda, Koau Kecap
3BOJIMB 3aKkenkyBaTu cobi 3i Ckipa, a caMm reTepiapx ax 3axoauBcs
Bi4 peroTy, y34BLWKCb 3a 60Ky,

— [MepecyHyTH KiHHOTY Ha CXiAHY CTOpPOHY MicTa! — npukasysaB
Linmicxin. — TiXOTUHLUI CTaHyTb Big nonyaHsa i 3axony. A TyT npu Hac
KaTadpaktn i Tn, Cknipe. Ctpatury Kanokipe, npmkaxum BUCYHYTU Be-
XYy Bnepen, NoctaBuUTW ayna i kpgaTtn npukasy. Ha gaHuin 3Hak nigna-
nmw Micto. A Tenep npociMo BceBUWHLOrO Npo nepeMory Hag CUMU
BOpOramm Hawol Bipu i Bnagu!

Kecap BiAKpuB ronoBy, a AYXiBHUK NPOYUTAB FOJIOCHO MOJIUTBY I
AaB KecapeBsi N YCiM XpUCTMSHaM nouinyBaTn TEMHY iKOHY 6oromaTtepi
y 30N10Tinn pusi — lNaHarito.

Mo xBUNi po3inWnNncs cTtpaturn, retepiapxu, nporocnaTapii Ta iH-
Wi odiuepn no Bigainax, i Noyaecs pyX BINCbK. [OJIOBHO KONO BeXi
Kunina poboTa Ha BCi pykn. MyXukiB, siKi no Beudepi noksanuca 6ynum

!To 6apbapikoH desreit acTtiae! — Bapsapu BTiKaloTb y
répoa! (Fp.) — ABT.
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Ha CNOYMHOK, NObyamMB rpiMKUMN rosioC KoMaHAwW, i BCi Ha AaHUN 3HaK
BXOMWUAN 3a NIMHBY, W06 NoTartu noTtBopy Bnepea. MocnigHin npuctyn
Ha [lopoCTon MaB HayaTUCA 3i CXOA40M COHUA.

Mixk pobiTHMKamMun, akux 36yamnnm onisHoui, 6ynn Mctmucnas i Poc-
naB B'toH. Bxe KinbkaHaausaTb AHIB npautoBaan BOHW pa3om 3 6onrap-
CbKUMUN MYXUKaMu, i McTucnas NigyyYmMBCcsa AeLo rpeubkol MOBU i po3y-
MiB Ti Tenep He ripwe, ynm Apyri. HikoMy 1 Ha ragky He NpunUwWNo rna-
AiTN X MiXk pobiTHMKamu, TMm b6inbwe, WO oaexa McTnucnasa nogepna-
CS A0 pewTu NpuM HOWEHHI KaMiHHA Ta HeoTecaHux bpyciB i 3amasana-
CA ckanbHow onien. CMopia 3eMHOI cMonmM 6MB Big HbLOrO Ha AecsATb
KpPOKiB, a nuue, rpyau i pyku nNOoKpUaInNCa YOpHUM, MacTKMM 60/10TOM 3i
3eMHOi ponu, 3MilaHoi 3 NOpoXoM Ta ApPibHMM ByrinnaMm. PigHa maTum
He ni3Hana 6 6yna monoauiB y iX TenepiwHbOMY Buai. He pa3 Kanokip
6aumB 1X i NpoxoaAnB Monpu HWUX, asne He ni3Has iX. Pa3 6aunnm BOHMU
ypsaHuKa noniuii 3 octpoBa y Tabopi. Kanokip xoaus 6nigun i niotun,
3aCyA)XyBaB pa3 Yy pa3 KOroCb Ha pi3ku, Kpuyas, NPOKAMHAB i AyXe
NUIbHO CNigMB 3 BaNy 3a PyCbkKMM TabopoMm, Haude nuTarum cyabbu,
KoMy cyaunacs nobiga y cux 3MmaraHHsx. Bmako, Ai3HaBca caMme Toai
npo ytedyy MctucnaBsa, 3a/10)KHUKa 3a CBOIO rOJ10BY.

Ha npukas cTpatura, 3acBUCTalM HaCTaBHUKW pa3, ApYrun, Tpe-
Ti — 3aCKpuNinyu MOTY3KW, BeXa APOrHyna, i 3i CKpUniHHAM Ta rypko-
TOM 3pYyLWKMNOCb YygoBuile 3 Micus. MNoMicT nig Bexkew punis, Tpiwas,
rHYBCH, NofaBaBCA, ase Bexa KoTunacsa snepen. Kpok 3a KpokoM, ca-
XXeHb 3@ Ca)XHEM CYyHyJsla BOHa No MNOMOCTi, MOTOM 06MBaNNCS MyXU-
KW, Haramky CBUCTINN, CKpPUNIiAU NMHBKU, @ B CEN 4ac Ha NOSyAHi Ta
CXOAi pO3CTaBMsANINCA NepecyHeHi BinCbKa i 3bupannucs Baputu cHiga-
HoOK. [lig camMuMm CTiHaMm ropoga He 6yno yXe Hi O4HOro pycbKoro
APY>XXWUHHWKA, BCi cuainn y ropogi i, Buako, cnanu, 60 nuwe TyT i Tam
61MMann OoroHbKM BapTOBUX.

— Kanokip ckaszaB HacTaBHMKaM, WO ce NOoCigHin npuctyn. —
npowenoTiB BtoH o McTtucnasa.

— lMepyH M y TiM'al — BignosiB mMonoaeub. — Tpeba 6yae nig
yac 6uTBM 06iNTK BINCbKO Ta 3aMTu Big cxoay. MNpuctyn 6yae siacu, To
BiA cxoay He byae Baptu. A aKwWo nob’toTb poMel HawmX, TO HaWwi ca-
Me Ha cXif TiKaTUMyTb i HACKo4YaTb Ha Hac.

— Mypapo rosopwuul... Ane wo ce? Tcc!

Y Biggani no4yyscs SSKMWUCb ramip, a CnigoM 3a CUM Mpukas cTpa-
TUra:

— Crtin! lyna v orHi Haropy!

Y Bigaani 3apeBnn porn n NOYysINCs SKiCb KPpUKWU. XBUITbKY BCIY-
xaBca McTtucnaB y Ci FOMOHM pa3oM 3 APYTMMU MYXUKAMU i HArno ok-
nuK: «Pocu igyTb!» — 3a3By4yaB B ywwax y BCiX. bonrapu cenyac noku-
Aann MoTy338 i NyCcTUnuMcsa Bpo3Tidv, odiuepn nobirnn Ao nosnkis, Ha-
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CTaBHUKW HagapeMHo 6pannca CnUHUTK yTikadie, 6nigmin, MoB CMepTb,
Kanokip kpun4yas:

— OrHi Haropy! Haropy! Cmony, ayna, nignan! Haragamu onipHux!
MaTiHko 60xa, XpucTe, uapto, enenson!’

— bepwu, uyew! — rykHyB Harno Mcrtmcnas ToBapuLlleBi Ha yXo.

— [Ayna Hawo? TikanMo Kpalle! — 3a1MBYyBaBCS TOMN.

— Ian, aypHun! MNowo HaM TikaTn, MW pajlie nNianaanumMo BeEXY...
3eMHOi ponu YnMano TyT, O4Ha icKpa...

CtpawHunim oknuk: «lepyHe! lNepyHe!» — 3arpuMiB Harno nepep
6pamMolo MicTa y CipuHi po3CBiTYy, i nobauynnm pomei TOBMYy PYyCbKMUX
APYXWH, sika Bunameana 3 6pamu i po3nmeanacs no nosi. Miwi nonkn
poOMeiB 3puBasinCAa 3 3eM/i Ta nopsagkyeanuca 3 nocnixom. lNokun, oa-
Haye, yCninn CTaHyTU B paaax, rpsaHysia Ha HUX XBWU/S HamaCHUKIB.

I 9K cTago 3ronoAHiNIMX MapTOBMX BOBKIB BipBeTbCA B OTapy
OBeuUb, TaK yaapwnaun BUrosiogHiNi, nanarudi Xaxao MecTi pyCUHU Ha
CUTUX, 3acrnaHUX Ta HenpurotToBaHux pomeiB. loka3anocs, WO Bi3aH-
TINCbKi NiIXOTMHLUI He onepnncsa 6 pycbKMUM HaBiTb Y NepeBa)atoydin cu-
ni. OavH ygap HeBenukoi Batarm posbusaB uinum nonk. Tyri, MeTKi Ta
3BMHHI NOJSIAHCbKI W TUBEPCbKi MONOASKW CiKnn AOBrMMM MeyaMu po-
MENCbKUX NerioHepis, MoB KanycTty. Mg yaapamMu nykanu wWuTu i Wwo-
IOMUN, JIOMUNNCA paTula Crucie, po3niTaninca WKIipsaHi Kybpaku Ha
NaxMmiTTs W OAMH 3a ApYrnMMm Banunumcsa nobigHWUKU nepciB i apabiB vy
KpuBaBui nopox 6ovnoBuwa. Ha cTiHax ropoga NOSABUANCS JTYYHUKW, i
BKOPOTUI CTanu nipHaTi nocnaHui cMepTi 3i CBUCTOM JliTaTU KOO rosiis
Bia4inie, WO CToanu Aani. BKiHUI nonHyna niHia NixoTUHUIB i po3cuna-
nacsa no nosni, a 3a HeK y AMKiN NOroHi po3birnmca opbu nobigHuKIB.
Oknuk: «lepyHe!l» — ryais Bxe 6ina NigHIKXKS camMoi BeXi, aKy 60po-
HMB Kasokip 3 ocTaHKaMu 3anacHux Bigainie. Y Bexi i 6ing Hel ocTa-
N0Cb Nuuwe KinbkagecaTt pobiTHUKIB, SKi HOCUAK 3HaAi6’'a Ao rpeubkoro
BOIMHIO Ha MNOMICT BeXi.

Mctucnas i B'toH 6aunnum norpom pomeiB i cMisanuca B ayuwi 3 6ni-
AOro nuusa crtpaTtuvra, SKUMM LWOXBWUAI NOBTOPKOBAB MOCAIAHIN NpUKa3s:
«OrHi Haropy!» — i, 3a710MUBLWN PYKU, MAAIB 3 CTPAXOM Ha PYCUHIB,
O MiaXxoannun Ao Bexi ynmpas bnaumxkue i 6amxue.

AX Harno 3amMoOBK, yrnaB HaBKONILIKW i 3aKpUB nnLe pykamMu, Ha-
ye ocninneHnn 6nmckaBkol. A KOAM Mosoaui FNSAHYM 4epe3 MNOoro
nnedye Ha nose, nobaunmnu y 6/IMCKy OrHiB, po3kKnageHnx AOBKOSa Be-
Xi... CBATOCNaBa, SKMN 3 Me4yeM B pyui Ta 3i 30/10TUCTUM LWMTOM Ha Ni-
BOMY paMeHi, B CyBOpPUM, MpPi3HUM NIMLEM BKa3yBaB APYXWHI Ha BEXY.
3@ HUM TOBMUANCSA MOro NPUBIYHUKU — UBIT PYCbKUX APYXWH, BOSIKU
MctucnaBa. lNepen HUM Tikanu poMei, MOB 3aMui, B3MBatO4YM NpPo rnomiy
yCixX Ta npocsiyu rpomy 3 Heba Ha ronosy nobigHMKa Kecapis.

lEnetnszon! — 3munyiica! (Mp.) — AsT.

101



OpnHave He cyaunocs CeBATOCNaBoBi caMOMy 3400yTu Bexy. SAK-
pa3 KoM pO3NeTinnca nocnigHi BaTtaru rpeubkoi NiXoTn, a 3 BexXi
CTPiMrosioB MoBTiKanu nocnigHi 6onrapu, rpekun i cam Kanokip, 3aaya-
Hina 3eMnsa nig KonuTaMm pocnux Kanagokincbknx koHen. Ce Cknip
ilLOB Yy MOMi4y po36bUTOMY BINCbKY i BiB ABi TUCAYI KaTadpakTiB, NOCT-
pax ycCix NiWnx Ta Nerko opyxXHux Boporie. bynn ce 3akyTi y 36poto
i34Ui Yy BUCOKMX rpebeHacTtux wonomax, 6amckyumx nartax, 3 40BrmMmum
cnucamMm Ta MeyaMu i MeTaneBUMM CiTKaMm Ha obnunyydsax. BoHu iwnu,
MOB BiTep, | rope yCaKOMy, XTO CTaB IM Ha Aopo3i. BiH nagaB niga Konu-
Ta KOHeWn, po36uTnin camolo Barow cnx KeHtaBpiB. COTHI po36UTux py-
CMHaMM poOMeIB NArM OCb TaK Big pO3roHy BfacHMx 6paTie. BoHwu,
6au, He Manu 4acy oMMHaTK yTikadie. MOrMHyAn i pycmHu, WO 3acTy-
nunuca 6ynn 3a HUMKU. SK MiBHiYHa XypTOBMHA Ha PyCcbkoOMy Mopi,
rHanun katadgpaktn Ha CeaTocnasa. A CedATocnaB NigHAB Med yropy i
NYKHYB:

— len! OpyXWHO, 34A€TbCS, TYT HaM MOMArTM NpUNAETLCA. To X
NONSXEMO CNaBHO 3a Hawy cnasBy, 3a NamM'aTb Hawmx 65aXXeHHUX
npeakis, 3a 3eMnto Pycbky. MepTBOMYy HeMa COpoOMYy, i S nepwuin 3a
Halwly YyecTb Noknagy rososy!

— [e TBO4A rosioBa, KHAXe, TaM i Hawi! — 3aryainn, 49K oauH
MY, TUCAYI rpuaHIiB. — He BHOCMTM HaM Hawux ronie 6e3 TBOEi!

I BigBara scenunacsa y cepus ycix.

KaTtadpakTu iwnm 3 6psa3KoM, KPpMKOM Ta JIOMOTOM, Haye CKesisic-
T obBan, WO KOTUTbCS BECHOO BAOJIUHY...

34aBanocs, Wo 0Cb-0Cb ynage Cen repomn CBOro Hapoay, po3Ton-
TaHWUW y nopoci... Konu Harno saepxanacs fiHia nepes rnokonaHuMMuy y
nepeaninni posamn. Paan katadpakTiB 310MUINCSA, NOpBanncs, nepe-
MiWwanuca, nepeMiHuWInca y Bataru, obsan ropm nepemiHMBCA Yy Moo-
ANHOKI KaMeHIOKK, sKi TpowaTb coboto yce, Wo 3ycTpivaloTb, ane ne-
pen AKMMKU MOXHa BTeKTU. Bce-Takm ypap ix 6ys cTpawHun, i nobia-
HUKWN CNUHUNNCA Biapa3sy. lNepwi APY>XUHHUKW NATAMN FO1I0BaMU Ha Mi-
Cui, iHWIi croBnNuaucsa noganblue 3a poBaMu, AOsIAMU, KyrnamMu TpyniB
TOWO — noyvanaca civa. Apy>XUHHUKWN MeTasin CrUCKU | YeKaHu, CcTpina-
N1 3 NyKiB, NpaLl, NpUcKakyBann A0 3aKpPUTUX Yy CTanb I34UiB 3 Meya-
MU B pyKax, a Ci pybanu ix Mmeyamm, pasmnamn 4oBrmMMn cnncamm abo Ha-
CKaKyBanu Ha HuUX KiHbMU. BoeBoga Ckip B OKpY>XeHHi Hanxopobpi-
LUMX YCTPeMUBCH Ha camoro CBATocCnaBa, Wo CroOKiMHO pPOroM i KpMKOM
AaBaB Npukasun apyxuHam. NobauneBwn BeneTHA-34Us Ha BeNYE3HO-
MYy, TakKOXX NaHUMPHOMY KOHi, XONOAHOKPOBHO MEpPEecyHyB LUT nepen
cebe i BXONMB NpaBuLelo paTuLle.

— [pobi!l — knNnkKHyB Yy cin xBuni Mctncnae. — BiH cTae go 600!
Xopce, CeBapoxe, Benece, lNepyHe — 6aTbKy xopobpux, 6epexitb Mo-
ro!
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— UwuTb, nouyoTb, Bramymncs, 4onosiye, 3paamw cebe i meHe! —
KPWUKHYB i cobi Pocnas, xanatouym ToBapuLlla 3a pykKy.

Ane octopora 6yna 3amBa. Y Bexi He 6yno yxe Hi XX1UBOI AyLui.
CTosium y BiKHi neplioro nosepxy, obnasa monoAui UMM €CTBOM ne-
peMiHnnucsa y 3ip i cnignnu nepebir 600 MiX KHA3EM-repoeM i BeneT-
HeMm CknipoM. B3aoBx Bany poMeiB ropinio yxe Kinbka o61orosmx ma-
lWWKH, i 6yno ACHO, MOB yAeHb. Haue aHren cmepTi, HaniTae BeneTeHb
Cknip Ha CeaTtocnasa. Cel NOXMIMBCS YCiM TiNIOM Brnepea i Xaas.

Nepea camMuMM poOBOM, 3@ AKWMM CTOSAAB KHA3b, KMHYB CKip yeka-
HOM, @ caM BN'sSsnuB WNopu y 60KN KOHS, TakK WO Ton axk 60nicHO 3aip-
»KaB, cTaB Ha ambu i... oAHMM CKOKOM nepeneTiB piB. Bapaa Cknip, no-
CTpax YycCix, XTo noro 3HaB, 6yB nuuwe Ha AecsaTb KpokiB Big CesaTocna-
Ba...

BivckaBkO MUIFHYB YekaH Yy MOBITPi, afie KHA3b CXWUIMB MOJI0BY,
i BiCTps TOMipus 3a4yenuno 3a rpebiHb wosioMa. locunanuca nepa, a
BaXXKMW 4YeKaH NoNeTiB, BEPTAYNUCL, AaNblue | 3acTpsar y wuTi LLBapHa.
A KONu KiHb retepiapxa HaWLWOBCS yXe Ha CbOMy 6o0ui poBY, CKOYMB
Harno Cestocnas, sk 6apc, wo y MasaHaepaHi Hanagae Ha 6yuBona,
i, BAKOPUCTOBYIOUYMN MasieHbKY XBWMHY, Ky noTpebyBaB KiHb A0 piB-
HOBarm nicns CKOKY, KMHYB 3 YCIEIO CUNOK0 paTuvwe. PatuweMm cum ui-
nsae CeaTocnaB y oTBOpu, He 6inbwi Big apabcbkoro AnHapa, a n Te-
nep He ApOrHyna moro pyka. BiyyeHun y OKO KiHb BiAKWHYB roJsiOBY
Ha3ah i YCiM Tarapem 3BaJIMBCA Ha 3eMJ1t0 Bpa3 i3 I3gueM. 3apeBsin He-
MOACbKMMN ronocaMu pomel i MMMOXIiTb nodannca Hasag. ['piMKi oknun-
KU APY>XWUHWU FOIOCUNN ClaBY KHA3IO.

— Yéun noro! Ybun, 3akm BCTaHe! — paaumnm ronocu KHs3eBi,
ane BiH He nocnyxas. BiH XAaB, yCMiXal4uncCb, Ha NPOTUBHUKA 3 Me-
yeMm i WMTOM — He 6axaB, bauy, CKOpUCTaTMCA 3 XBWUJIEBOI Nepesaru
Haa BoporoM. CBOIM paTuweMm BUpiBHAB nuwe ymosu 600, 60 Cknip
MaB KOHS, @ BiH Hi.

AX OCb 3ipBaBCs 3i 3eMni retepiapx, 4YepBOHWUN, MOB OypsK, i
KPUKHYBLUM XPUMJ0, KUHYBCA Ha CBATOCNaBa. Ane i TyT He noBesiocH
noMy, noro yaap, nesHo, 6ys 6u pospybas WUT Ta BIATAB NMPUHANMEH-
le pYKy KHa3eBi. TOMY NiACTaBUB KHA3b Y OCTAHHIN XBUJI WMKT CKICHO,
a BCiM TifloM nogaBcA gewo Hasan. HaranbHWM yaap 3CyHYyBCS BOKOM i
nvuwe 3i wurta nosieTinnm caMouBiTU i 30/10TIi NpUKpacu, a Big po3Maxy
noxmnuecsa BeneteHb Ckip Hanpaso. OgHaye 3aku 3Mir BUNPSMUTUCS,
611MCKaBKOK BNaB MOMY Ha WOSOM rapToBaHuin y lamacky med CBATO-
cnaBa caMe y Te Micue, Ae LWOoMIOM CrnoslyyaBcsd 3 KapaueHot. I He Bu-
Aep>kaB WOoSIOM. Haue BiATATUIM KpaBLEM KyCeHb CYKHa, Bianana Kapa-
LLeHa Ha nsieye, a 3 po3BaJsieHOro yepena XJAnHyna BUCOKO CTPyS Kpo-
Bi. HaBiTb He BMAaBLUM rosa0Ccy, 3BaJIMBCS BeneTeHb, Ha4vye ay6 nig co-
Knpoto agposopyba, y nopox bomnosuiua.
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LLlan papocTi oropHyB pycCbKi APYXWHKW, @ 6niaui nepensk oxo-
NMB rpekiB. 3 HOBMM PO3rOHOM Ta 3aB3SATTAM HaKUMHYNMUCSA Ha KaTad-
paKkTiB rpuaHi, i no4Yanacs pi3Hsa A4en i KOHeEWN.

MonoBMHa NaHUMpHUX 134UiB Bi3zaHTIl nexana yxe y nopoci, iHWi
36mBanmncsa AoBKoOMA BeXi y Kyny, KONW Harno CTpaweHHU ryk posaa-
BCA 3a iX nnedyuma. Konum ornsgHynuca, nobaymnum, wo Bexa ropuTsb,
Haye CMOJI0CKUN, KNybu rnm3koro AgMMy Ta nosym’s byxarTb ycCiMa Bi-
KHaMW, a BEPXHiN NoOBepX 3aBasiIMBCS HArno 3 JIOMOTOM, i Ha rpekiB Mno-
cunanucsa roprodi 6anku, WKipn, KasaHu 3i CMONOK TOLLO.

Toai OropHyB KOXHOIMO HEeCTPUMHUM XKax i, MOB Ha AAaHWN 3HaK,
po36irnnca obopoHui Bany pomMeiB, Haye ropobui nepen WynsaKoMm. 3-
NOMIX YyTiKadiB BMCKOYMNM ABa obCManeHux 6pyaHUX MYXUKU, Haye
yopTu 3 60s10Ta, | NOBIrNM MiX pYCUHIB.

— He 6uin, Mn cBoi! — rykanu pas y pas, AOKM He Ainwnu [o
KHA34.

— Benun, KHA310, BIACTYNATU, Kecap 3aBEPHYB YXe npase Kpuno,
3@ XBWJIO YCi KOMOHHUKMK B6yayTb TYT, — KPUKHYB McTuUCnasB.

CeATOCNaB 3MipsiB MOro o4mMMa, BOeEBoAM 06CTynmMAu Moro, i Harno
KHA3b KMHYB OKpUBaBNEHUN MeY i WwnT Ta 0b6inHaB bpyaHoro Ta 3ama-
3aHOro My>wuka, moB 6paTa.

— Ce ™M, McTucnaBe, nignanume Bexy?

— H, KHA310, 9 6yB 6M 1T | Tak nignanme, a TU AONOMIr MeHi. Te-
nep Tikanmo, 60 TyT Ha pPiBHUHI KiIHHOTa pO3Hece Hac.

— Twn 3 Bexi 6aumB?

— Tak.

I cnpasai nobaunnun yci BCckopi Big cxoay knybu nopoxy. byno
SICHO, X04a COHLe We He 3inwno. Jimwe noro KpuBase 3apeBO BUAHI-
N0Csa Ha cxoai Hag sodamu [lyHato.

— WwnTtn Ha nnedil — KpUKHYB KHA3b. — He oCTaBndaATW Hi 04HOro
KOHSI, Hi 3epHa 36ixxs y Tabopi! Maem Hazaga.

Ta cboro He Tpeba 6byno apyXuHi HaragyeaTu. Llle W He BTeknun
OCTaHHi KaTtadpakTn, KONW rpugHi, MOB MypalluKku, po3cmnanmcsa no
rpeubkomMy Tabopy. Tenep 3a NpMKa3oOM KHA3S 3aBEpPHYN 3 A0OPOru i,
TArHYy4YM 3a coboro 3406yTy MOXWMBY Ta KOHeW, 3ibpanucsa y BelUKuMin
KPYr BXe 3a NoKOMNaHWUMu poBaMu.

CrokinHO, B nMopaaKky, APYXWHa 3a APYXUHOK BXOAWWN FPUAHI Y
ropod, Hecyuun 3 cobol YyCix CBOIX paHEHWX TOBapuwWiB Ta ycio Aobu-
yy. CaMe TOAi HagocniB Kecap 3 AECATUTUCAYHUM KiHHUM BINCbKOM, Ta
BXe 6yno ni3Ho. [JapMa cunkyBanucs i3aui po3butn ToBny pPYCUHIB.
XMapu CTpifl, paTUL, Ta KaMiHHA BigraHanu X, MOKoMaHi poBM Ta Kynwu
Tpynis, 3rapuuia MaWwuH Ta pyiH Tabopy He [03BOJISISIN HA MACOBUM
HacTtyn. bonosuiwe 6yno B pykax kecaps, ane nepemory 3abpas 3 co-
6oto CeaTocnas y [opocTtosn. Ycsa nixota poMeiB BUrMHysia Ha noni 6o-
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poTbbn abo posbirnacs no okonuusax. 3HesBipa oropHyna ii, He 6yno Hi
OAHOrO MOJIKY, SIKUN Mir 6un HecTun cnyxby npun 06n103i. CaMi KOMOHHMU-
KW He mornu 3006yTK MiCTO, a i KaTadpakTiB ocTanacb nuwe noaoBu-
Ha. Ix BoeBoaa, retepiapx Ckiip, nexas 3 HaniBBiApyb6aHOI ros0BoI0
HaZ4 pPOBOM PYCMHIB.

[oBro croas LUnMicxin Hag noro Tpynom. CBATOCaB He A03BOJINB
FPUAHSM 34MpaTN 3 HbOro 36poi, Nmue yekaH 3abpas, Kaxyuum, Lo ce
3ansaTa 3a NOBMpPMBaHI 3 WOJIOMa nepa. 3aayMaBCsa Kecap Haj norpo-
MOM CBOEI NiXOTWU, @ KO 3iNLWIO0 COHLUE, CTUCHY/I0CS cepue Bonogaps
NpyY BUAI CTPALHONo 3HULLEHHS, SIKMW PO3BEPHYBCSA AOBKOA. TpuUMi-
CSAYHi KpuBaBi Tpyau i NONOBUHA BiCbKa 6ynn BTpayeHi. Y CboMy poui
He Mir yxe LnmMicxin cnogisatucs Ha nobiay.

— CnpaBgai, neB cManTb Yy cepui CbOoro noraHnHa! — ckasas rosio-
CHO, a ABipHSA MigTaKHysla MOMY APYXHO.

MoTiM rNaAHYB NOTO Ha uapsa bopuca, KM KpUBCS No3ady Mix
CNyramm BOEBOAIB.

— BoniB 61 4 6yTn 3 HUM NPOTM BaC, UMM 3 BaMM MPOTU HLOTO.

— He 3abyabTe, Bawa BenUYHICTb, — BMiwaecsa Kanokip, — wo
neyeHirn TakoxXx pagi 6 noMy 3annaTtuTK 3a NOrpoM Ha noporax. Y HbO-
ro 6inbwe BOPOriB, YMM ApPY3iB.

— Y KOro fieB y cepui, y Toro He 6yBa€ ragokm y Mo3ky! — OOKU-
HyB Bapsar Ponbd MNepronibd30H, NpoTocnaTapin Bapsi3abKUX APY>XUHHU-
KiB Kecaps.

3a roauHy onicnsg Nocnn Kecaps, Ki HeEC/IM MUP reposiM MiBHOMI,
cepef 3BYKiB pOriB i OK/INKIB APYXWHU BI3amnun y opocTon.
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XV _
AIOT I POTOAH

Mi>xk TUM cepep BecCcennX OKUKIB maroBanm BOEBOAM A06uYy no-
Mi>K rpUAHIB, | HACeNeHHIo AiCTanocb AeLlo noXxusn. Ane B3arani 6yno
it HebaraTo, 60 y rpekiB TakoOX BXe BiAAaBHa He pa3 KyXapkBaB ro-
noa. Ina 6yna, ane Hi BoSiK, Hi pobITHUK He HAINUCSA 3aBCiAn AOCUTH.
3aBasKM TOMY, LLO pYyCuMHU 38406yNM ynMano KOHeW Ta BOJiB, Nokasa-
N0CH, WO npunacy CTaHe wWe Ha TUXAeHb-ABa.

[lo cboro 4yacy Hagisnucsa rpugHi nobiam Tta noxoay y Pomenito i
MakepoHito, ae 6yno ycboro B4oBO/Ib.

Jlnwe KHA3b He NoAinsB 3arajibHoi paAdocCTi. 3 MOro yma He CXo-
AVNW CTPpaWHi KapTUHW rosioay 3 nonepeaHbol Hodi | TOMY rnsagis y 6y-
AYYNHY He TaK poXeBo, AK AaBHiwe. Cnasgym y rpyuaHuli Ha ToOMy ca-
MOMY Micui, Ae cuais nepen 6utBoto, 06a4yMyBaB BiH caMe MaaHu aa-
NbLWOro BeAeHHS BiMHW, KoMK Yy KiMHaTy B6Ir obMUTUIN Ta nepeoasrHe-
HUN MCTUCNaB | KNHYBCS KHA3EBI A0 KONiH.

— BiTan, kHaxe, cBiTNO o4yen Moix! — ckasaB. — He rHieamcs Ha
MeHe, WO He CNOBHMB NpuKasy, ane sk Big Tebe pomencbka necTb Bij-
bupae bonrapcbky BONOCTb, Tak Bi4 MeHe y34sa ceoboay.

KHA3b SlackaBo NigHAB Mono4us Ta nouislysaB MOro B 4o0J0.

— Hivoro, cuHy, A 3Hal, WO TN He BMHEH, a 4, WO NyCTUB rpeka
y MNMepescnaBeuyb. BiH ykpaB y Tebe Min nepcTeHb...

— He ykpaB, a Buaep cunot, — nepebms mMonogeub, YepBOHito-
yn.

— Hi, Takn ykpaB, — ycMmixHyBcs CegaTtocnas, — 60 cunioto B Tebe
noro He Bigibpas 6u. Cuna — ce 6naropogHa pidy, a nox, niacryn,
Kpaai>k — ce oAHOI maTtepi AiTn. MNokasaswun cen nepcreHb CBUHENb-
AOBi, NpuKasas MOMY MOIM iM'AM MoCTAratu BiNCbkKa 3 bankaHCbKMX
npoxoAais, a BiATaK po36buB HENPUroToBaHUX OAHMM yaapoM. o6 Tu,
O4HaK, He nepewkoanB NOMY, 3aMKHYB Tebe y TIOpMYy, MeHi ANBHO Nn-
e, Wo TU We B XUBUX.

Monozgeub po3Ka3aB KHsS3eBi NpO CBOK HEBOJIIO Ta po3MoBY 3 Ka-
NIOKIpOM, a KHA3b C/lyXaB YBaXHO. BKiHUI cka3aB:

— To 3Ha4UTb, WO rpeKkn we HeBneBHeHi B nobiai Hag Hamu. I
BOHU aobpe ob6aymanun, 60 ca 6yuiMTo nobiga nepeMiHUTbCA ANSA HUX Y
norpoMm. Xouya 6 Kecap MaB HaBiTb Yac i BiNCbKO, TO N ToAi nobiams 6um
s1 Moro. Ha »anb, HeEMa y MeHe CTiSIbKWU APYXWUHU, CKiNbkK Tpeba, wob
6opoTnca, a piBHOYaACHO MUAbHYBaTKU 6onrapcbkux 6osip 3a niaeduma.
$IK Ha Tenep Hi BiH, Hi 1 He MOXeMO gani BowBaTn, 60 y HbOro HeMa
niloro BiNCbKa, a y MeHe noxumeu. Tpeba byae yknactu Mup abo 3HU-
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Wt noTt Ha AyHai, a Ha Pycb nocnatu BOEBOAIB, WOOK npuBecTun
Ginbwe ApyxunHu. Mmn nporogyemocs npunacamu 3 binobepexxs, a 3a-
Kn LnMicxin 36epe BiNCbkKO, Npunge Mo ApyXuHa 3 Pyci. T noHss
MeHe, McTucnase?

— TakK, KHA310, NoHaB. TBOA ragka aobpa, Buako, 6orn He NOCKy-
nmnncsa Tobi Ha po3yM. Ane BCce Te TpuBaTUMe AOBIO.

— o BecHun! Ha Kynana 6éyaemo y Llapropogai.

— Tak, ane y rpekie Bce-Takm € ymMmano KiHHOTU. BoHW He pga-
AYTb HAM Hi XBWUNi CNOKOHO.

— Y Hac € 4oBHU, nepeigeMmo y rmpno [Hinpa, Ha binobepexxi
nepe3nMyeMo abo N TyT 3a/IMLUMMOCh, SIKLLO NOXMBA 3HANAETbCS...

[ONIOCHI OKNNKK Ta roMiH Tpyb nepepBanun KHA34. Y KiMHaTy BBIil-
WwoB LLBapHO i 3BiCTUB MOro Npo NpubyTTHa rpeubkKnx NOcniB.

— Bunaitb yci, octaBTe MeHe caMoro 3 nocaom! — ckasaB KHS3b.

Tak camo i Big kKecaps npubys nuuwe oAMH AOCTOMHWMK 3i CNyX-
6ot0. Bnako, kecap He 6a)aB po3rosiowysaTty YMOB MUpPY rnepen AoC-
TOMHUKaMKN aepxasun, 60 neperosopu Bigbynuca y 4otupu oka, 6es
CBigKiB, NpOTAromM ABOX roAuH. BiaTak 3n0xeHo oboninbHO Aapu, i no-
con Bia'ixa..

Konu Mctucnas ysinwos 3i LLiBapHOM Ta CBMHENbAOM Y rpuaHU-
uto, CeaTtocnas cuais, CXMIMBLUKM roJsioOBY, BCE Lie Ha TOMY CaMOMYy Mic-
Li. K TinbKW BOEBOAM NOCiaann 3a CTiN, BiH CKa3as:

— HoBy nectb npmayMmas kecap Uumicxin! BiH nae HaMm noxwusy,
6aratun BuKyn 3a 6paHuiB i 6onrapcebki ropoamn, a 3ate 6axxa€ Mupy i
NOBOPOTY Haworo Ha Pycb. MeHi 30a€TbCH, WO TEMHI € 3aMUCNN rpe-
KiB, @ noABiMHMM iX s3mK. Cel nocon HegapMa rnosnyvas oyen y cobaku
i NecTmBcCs Ha BCi nagm, WO ax NPOTUBHO 6yn0 NOro ciyxaTwu.

— SAKLWO poMeil AaayTb npuvnacuM Ha 4opory, To My nepebyaneMo Ha
Binobepexxi 3MMy, a Ha BeCHy BepHeMocs a binbwor cuniot. Kecap
NPOpPaxyeTbCs, — BUCNOBMB AYMKY CBUHENbA.

— I 4 Tak ragaw! — niaTeepaue LLBapHo.

— A Kinibka Ma€ 6yTn cboro npunacy? — cnutas McTtucnas.

— Mo gBa MeaiHu 36KXKA Ha rosioBy, NMOTPiOGHY KiNbKiCTb 0JIMBMN,
No TPUAUSATb CYLLEeHUX AYHAaNCbKUX KOPOMiB Ta M'ACO 3 TUCAYI BONiB, —
BiZINOBIB KHA3b.

— Cboro byae xiba gpocntb! — ckaszas CBUHeNbA,

— [leBHO, Wwo Tak! — 3roameca LLesapHo.

Ane MctucnaB no4YyepBOHIB i 06i3BaBCS MO XBWUNI:

— BubauTte, BOEBOAUN, WO {1, FOSIOBYCUN MOSOASIK, TakKe roBOpIO.
Ane 6oru ganun MeHi MmonoAdi 3ybm Ta Mosniode 4yepeBo, a 3HAETe, Wo Y
Mofioanx no 6uTBI Ta Noxoadi BeCb po3yM Yy yepeBi Ta 3ybax. dobpe €,
oAHaye, YacaMm nocnyxaTtu i YepeBa, 60 ce ckapbHMK cun Bosdka. lo-
AymaunTe, Wo BCi HalWi APY>XUHU BUTONOAHINI | BUCHAXEHI TPUMICAYHNM
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NOCTOM Ta HeHacTaHHMMK 60AMMK i noxodamu, Tpynamu Ta Hebesneka-
MU. Y 6e3ainni 3umieni Ha binomy bBepesi MMHYTbCS Ci npunacu 3a ABa
micaui abo i weuawe, a wo Toai 6yae? BisaHTiMCbKi cTpaturn obca-
AATb KOpCyHb | He NyCTAaTb 3BiACKM NoXuBu y AHiNpo, a ToAai ronon Bu-
rybuTb Hac ripw nomopy — 3apasu. [punacise, sKi o6iusat0Tb pomei, 3a-
Masno.

CedATOCNaB MOBYaB XBWJ/ID, @ TakK caMo i obnaea BOEBOAM He 3Ha-
nn, Wwo BignoBicTU. BKiHUi KHA3b 3HXU3aB njae4ynMma.

— Tn pobpe kaxew, Mctucnase! — BignosiB, — Ane roai gaHe
cnoso 6bpaTtn Hasaa. Ta a9 noayMmato LWie i, 3aKu cam ctaHy TabopoMm Ha
bBinobepexxi, suwno CeBuHenbaa y KopcyHb. 3aMKHe CTpaTur MicTo,
TO OCTAHETbCS MOro oKoNuus, crtaga, obCisHi nons, He3amep3akye Mo-
pe. MNpunacy He 6pakyBaTuMe. Ane BCe 3aBUCUTb Big Toro, wobw 3
nepLlow TpaBok, 3 KiHUueM 6epe3Hs, HOBa ApYyXWHa B6yna npu gHiNpo-
BOMY rupni. Tn, LLBapHe, 36epewl 0Xounx 3-rnoMixX NONSAH, AepeBnsH,
ciBepsiH, ynuuis. 3 HUMKU npungewl Ha binobepexksa i npmeeseLwl 3 co-
6010 yBecb npunac 36poi Ta 60polHa, ke 3Hangew y KNiBCbKOMY OC-
Tpo3i. A T, Mctncnaee, — TYT KHSA3b 3BEPHYBCA A0 Mosoaud, — 36e-
pew TuBepuiB i nepekaxew Ao 6yxaH-aynibis, wobwu 36mpannucs Ha
paTtb y bonrapito. 3akynam-i3rosm noobiusew naaTty AOBriB Ta noeep-
HeHHSa npas, 6ospaM — BOJIOCTi, pabaM — ceoboay. Jlrogen nocaauul
Ha 4Yanku i NpyToM nonameew cam, NpSAMO Y AyHauUcCbKe rmpno. 3 Ki-
HUEeM TpaBHS aBuwica y [JopocTon. 3acagew TyT i 6yaew 6eperty Hawi
nnedi Ta nunabHyBaTn 6onrapcbkux 6osp. BizbMm 3 coboto AecATbOX
KOMOHHMUKIB i iab cenyac ropi MNMpyTom, wobun po3cniautn Aopory, Koo
3a AeB'aATb MicsuiB npunaeTbcst Tob6i BeCTU BiNCbKO. [MOHAB?

AHictep, MNpyT, TuBepui, 6y>xaHn — cnosa ci 36yannu y monoaus
PO3KIiLLUHY APOX.

Ha ManpaHi BUrykyBanau Beceno rpuaHi, n’'toun BUHO, SIKOro 4Uum-
Mano 3Hanwnm y nusHuuax Kanokipa. ¥ Mctucnasa 6yna oxoTta BuU-
KPpUKyBaTW pPasoM i3 HUMU 3 padocTi, wob nobauntb CBOK piAHY 3eM-
NEeHbKY i... Hy, i ii... KanuHy! CTtaHe nepepj Hew, YBiHYaHMIN CMaBoto, SK
Aiand CBOEI BOMOCTI i IK KHSXXUI BOEBOAA, npaBa pyka Ceatocnasa! I
BAsika 60raM, a 3apa3oM ropAicTb, AOBipa A0 BfIACHUX CWJ1 Ta rapHa
Haais Ha ManMbyTHE gasBanu Kpuna noro nboBi i 3MIHUAKUCA Y Tyry.
Konu kKHA3b BignycTtue Big cebe BoeBoaiB, niwwos Mctucnae cenyac na-
ANTUCb Yy Aopory Ta BmbupaTtn cobi ToBapuLlis.

Ane ynm binble agymMasB Npo ce, A0 YOro Tak Ayxe Cniwnecs, TUM
6inble CyMHiBiB BKpaaanocs y Moro cepue.

Y JIioT He noMep? Yn 3annatme AoBr 6aTbKa i BigibpaB BOMIOCTb
y Porpasa? Lo cranoca 3 KannHow? Y He nocarHyB no Hei Bnact i3
fopoaa? lMNMuTaHHA Ci Myuunn moro dYmmpas 6binble, axk Apyroi AHUHU
BUBISIB X 3 HbOIO CTENOBUN BiTEp.
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X X X

LLlo > gisnoca y Bonocti Boecnasa?

Opyroi AHMHKM Mo BMI34i McTMcnaea po3Hecsiaca 4dyTka rnpo moro
HenpucyTHiCTb. KanuHa cnigoka rnagina Ha 6aTtbka, ane Ton He rnoka-
3yBaB HisIKOro rHisy. lNpotmeHO, 6yB paauin Ta Becenun i wkaHanbas,
SIK 3BMYANHO, MO YCiX 3aKyTUHAX 4yMManoro Asopuvuia, a BiaTak MiwoB
niaTIoONLUEM Ha CiHOXaTb Yy Aici Mix 3aniccam i Fopogom, ae byna mnoro
nacika.

— He naitb, TaTy, y naciky, — kasana KanuHa, — 6a)kona noxa-
NNTb Bac, 9K OCb HeAaBHO.

Baxxonun 4yoMycb-To He nbunm Porpgasi, xod 6a4mnm Moro 4acro.
Buako, 4yynn y HboMy Hegobporo 4onosika.

Crapun 3acmisgecs 3/106HO0 y BigNOBiAb Ha c/oBa A0YKW i 6IUCHYB
NOTO oYMMa.

— Ak 3n0BN0 Boecnasuuya, CbOro BTiKaya, TO MPUKYKO MOro Ao
nHA abo Bento BTATM MOMY HOry, Wwobu nuiabHyBaB 64Xin. Xan Toai no-
ro xanatbe! Xe, xe, xe! Toai He BTeuve.

— TaTty! — KAMKHYfNa HangkaHa AiBdynHa. — Lo BM Take rosopwu-
Te? Yu To BU rpek, um Bapsar abo nax, wobu kaniumtn nogen? Tax y
Hac SIK CBIiT CBITOM CbOro He 6yBsano.

— ba, neBHO, WO He 6byBano, 60 He 6yBano i Takoi CBOJIOYi, SAK Ti
Boecnasuui. [1BOE NOAOX/10 A€Cb HA YYXXWHi, CTapuil NPOTAr HOMM TakKu
TYyT, @ Tenep i cen nosiaBCA cBiTaMm Ta U 3abpas 3i cobo MOiIX Tpu-
AUSATb rpuBeEHb... LLlo6 MOMY pyKKM i HOMM HaA TpUAUSATb KYCHIB MNO/IOMMU-
no!

— BaTeuky! AK xe X BU Take MoxeTe roBoputu npu ceitni CoHus
— Caapora. BiH e BigBepHe Big Tebe cBO€E nuue; AOMOBI NOYYKOTb |
NOKMHYTb HalWy XaTy, a NicoBi 3aBeayTb Tebe y 6e3BiCTb, Ae YOpTU CU-
AsaTb y 6on0Ti i ge bnya soauTb nogen BHodi. e wob 10 6yNno KoMy
NOBUTU, @ TO KyAM BaM Yy BalUMX poOKaxX raHATUCA MO nicax 3a Monoada-
KOM.

— He 6incsa, aoHw! — knuB ctapun. — HanmayTbcsa Taki, WO 3a
HUM NobiXxaTb Yy licn Ta NpuBeaAyTb XUBUM abo NMPUHECYTb MEPTBUM.

I Porgan niwoB y naciky, a KanmHa ocTtanacb y YOpHin po3nyui,
in Haraganacsa po3moBa 6aTbka 3 BractoM, i Agpox npowwunbna ii.

BnacTt He pa3s i3aMB Ha 3axigHe nmorpaHu4y4sa Ha NOBWU | NPUBO3UB
BiaoTW 6araTto wWwkip, a aekonu i pabiB, pycsaBux, ACHOOKUX, HU3bKOIO
POCTY 3 KOBTYHUCTUM BOJIOCCSAM, AUKUX, BpyAHUX Ta HeoTecaHuX. BiH
BONIB iX, HiXX CBOIX 3eMnsKiB, 60 BOHM He 4yynun y cobi noacbKoi rigHo-
CTi | CNYXWNU rocnoaAvHOBI, MOB Ncu. BOHM CNino CNOBHSNW MOro Ha-
Ka3un, 6osnuncs 6aTtorie i Ha ragky He Npuxoausno iM agyMmaTu, Wo iX ro-
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crnoauvH He Mae€ npasa iX 6utn, 60 BOHU TakoxX ntoan. ToMy-To 6ynu
BOHW rOTOBi i Ha Hauripwmnm BUYMHOK, i KanuHa 6osnacs, WO BOHU
y6'toTb McTuncnasa.

Ane nigBevip BepHyBCcsa Porgan noAoMy NOTUN-NPENOTUN i, He
KaXy4dun Hi cnosa, nir cnatu. liwnu AHi 3a AHAMWU OOHOMAHITHI, 3BuU-
YamnHi.

KanuHa xoauna He pas nig 1vnun, ae crpiyanaca Konucb i3 Mctu-
CnaBoOM, ane HagapMo cugina, xaydyum. He npubir Kpyk, He niwoB CTO-
POXUTU CTEXKMN, A i CYAXEHUN He aABNsBCS. baTbKO 3aMMaBCs XXHUBOM,
6iraB N0 HOBMHAaX, CBApMBCS Ha NapybKiB-i3roie, Naabkas HaAd KOXHUM
3rybneHmnM KosI0CKOM, a HaBiTb BCTaBaB YHOYi MAAITU, YN XTO HEe Kpa-
Ae Moro cHoniB 3 NoJsis Ta KYHi.

AX MWHYB NUMNeEHb, i 0AHOT AHWUHU, CMAsaYn Mig nmnamm, nobauuna
KannHa Ha cTexui, sskoto 6yBano npuxoams Ao Hei Mctucnas, Bnacra.
BiH 6yB y 36p0i rpeubkoro BMbopy 3 4epBOHMM MawWeM Ha NiBOMYy pa-
MeHi. Ha npaBoMy 3in’aB obuaBa KiHUi 30/10TOK 3arNMHKOK, ane y pyui
He MaB Hi WuTa, Hi paTuwa.

BiH 3 ycMixoM noksioHuBcsa KanuHi i ciB 6in9 Hel Ha XepTOBHOMY
KaMeHi.

— [apa3g 3 npuxoaoM, Bnacte! — npwusiTana Moro AiBYMHA,
BCTatoun. — Tu no 6atbka? BiH, neBHO, y noni abo y knyHi. Ocb g nigy
noknnyy!

BnacTt 3acMmigascs i nokpytue Byca. Odi MOro Mmanm ssKkMncb rpabix-
HUUBbKNUA BUPA3 XMXOi NTULI, KONN BiAMNOBIB:

— E, Hi, 1 He 00 HbOro y rocTi Npuixas: y MeHe € aino ao tebe.
KanuHo, i TM Mycuwl MeHe BUCIyXaTM.

[iBuMHa, 9Ka 3aBcCian 4vyna gKycCb Bigpa3sy A0 CbOro Mosnoaoro 6o-
ApWHa, rMMsaHyna Ha HbOro ropAao i BigKkasasna CnpoKBoa:

— Jlo MeHe Maew aino, Bnacte, ce aguBHO! Y MeHe HeMa HiaKnx
Aain 3 monoammun 6osapamun. A gani 3ataMm cobi, Wo AOKM 9 He 3BiHYaHa,
AOTUN He «MyLUy» HiYyoro, a pobst nuwe Te, 4oro xouyTb 60oru, 6aTbko
abo g cama.

— Came cboro, wob MeHe nocnyxana, xodye 6aTtbko, @ U TH, §IK
MOYYyELL, NPO WO piy, 3axo4dew. A Toai i 6orn aaaytb 61arocnoBeHCTBO
i TO6i, i MeHi, | 6aTbKOBI.

[iBUMHaA no4yepBOHiNa, MOB Xap.

— Tu ynuecsa, Bnacte, — ckasana, — He 6yab T rocTteM, NMoKIn-
kana 6 napy6bkis, a Tak nigy cobi!

I, BigBepHyBLKUCb, 6axana BiainTn. Ta BiH 3aaepikas ii CMNOMilb.

— [locnyxan MeHe, — NPOCUB, — 9 He XapToM 6axak po3MOBM 3
TO6010, 1 NpocuB BaTbKa A03BOAY, | BiH NO3BOJIUB.

Xou4-He-xo4 Mycuna KanuHa cictm 6ina Bnacrta i, cnyctmswmn ro-
NoBYy, cnyxana.
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— Twu 3Haew, KannHo, — no4vyaB, — WO S 3Hat0 Tebe He BiA HUHI,
a 3HaB Tebe we y Porpaisui, konu 6yna manot AUTUHOW. bay, Th Toai
MeHe He ntobuna, ane 3ate g Tebe TUM b6inbLe...

— 5 Tebe 1 Tenep He nwobnto, Bnacrte, — nepepsana noro AiBumn-
Ha i FNsiHyna NpoCTO B Oo4i MosiogoMy 6ospuHoBi. Ha 1i nuui ctoss BU-
pa3 nosaru, i KoOXxHuin, nuwe He Bnact, 3amoBk 6u 6yB cenyvac, noba-
UMBLUM B I 04aX HEBIAK/INYHE pilleHHS MOKIHYUTU SIKHAMUCKOpille po3-
MOBY.

— Ane ocb nita nayTb, — NpoAoOBXYyBaB Bnact, — BMpocna TM Ha
KpacyHto, Ha cnasy Jlaai-6oruHi, 6aTbKoBi 1 MeHi Ha paaicTb. [lopa To-
6i nig BiHeub, Nopa 6aTbKOBI CNOYMTU Ha CTapi POKWU Mpu AoYLi Ta 35-
TeBi, Nnopa N MeHi xeHuntucsa. KannHo, 6aTtbko Bianae tebe 3a MeHe,
Xo4yew T MeHe Ha 4yos1oBiKa, onikyHa i 06opoHus?

— Hi, He xouy! — Bignosina KannvHa XoNno4HO i 3HOBY rNsHynNa
MOMY MPOCTO B Oui.

BiH rnagiB sKMNCb Yac y 1i 6IMCKyYi 3iHMLI, WYKA4uM y HUX XKap-
Ty abo HeneBHOCTI, afnie 3HaWLLOB finLe TBepAe HEBMOJSIMME pillEeHHS.

— baTtbko... i 4...

— baTtbko | TM MOXeTe roBopuTHu i pillaTH, WO Xo4yeTe i NMpo LWo
xo4yeTe, nuwe He nNpo MeHe. 4 3a Tebe He nigy, 60 Tebe He N6 |
KiHeub! Yn gosoni 3 Tebe cboOro, 4UM Marw ce NOBTOPUTU LLIE N Nepea
6aTbKOM?

CkaxxeHa 31iCcTb BXonuna 3a ropno Bnacra. NapHe noro nuue 3Mi-
HUNOCS B OAHIN XBWJi, 04i Habirnn KpoB'lo, KOCMaTa pyka Bxonuna ii
PYKY i 3gaBuna go 6ont. BiH Tpacca yBech | TynaB HOramm 3 JKOTOCTI.

— He nobuw?.. He xoyew? a, 3HaAtO, 3HAK 4, KOro T nobull i
Xoyeul, Ta HiYoro 3 cboro. AKWoO TBiN 106NN He nogoxHe Ha [yHail, sK
noro 6paTtn, To TYT Xae NOoro HeBons y 6aTbka abo cMepTb 3 MOEI py-
K. Tak, Tenep yxe 3Hato, XTO OCTepir Moro nepepn 3acigkoto, ce, ne.-
HO, TN, 60 T Baunna, 9K 9 paamecs 3 6aTbKOM...

— Tak, ce a! — Bignosina. — Ane ™1, Bnacrte, He knauan 3yb6a-
MM, MOB BpoBKO Ha MOTY33i, 60 ce Tobi Hiuoro He gonomoxe. Min cy-
AXXeHUN, MO€E Jlago-repon, 3aniyHuKiB-nexHiB He 60iTbCs, a i BiH, i 4
BOJIMNMO CMepTb, YMM HEBOJI0... 3rMHEe BiH TaM, 3rMHY S TyT, @ CUJIOK0
He Bi3bMell MeHe Hi TU, Hi baTbKo.

— ba, nobaumnmo! Tu, aisko, cmnun He 3Haew, 60, 6ay, 6aTbKO po-
3BiB CBOIO AOHIO Ha CfaBy, ane s nokaxy T1obi n Hacuny.

— [Jocutb cboro! — ckasana KanuHa, BiAKMHYBLUM KOCU Ha nJe-
4yi, BCTana, NonpasnglOyM Ha rosioBi BiIHOYOK 3 pYyTU, Y AKOMY 3BUKIU
6ynn xoauTun pisyaTa.

— Twn 6axaB nocnyxy, a9 nocnyxana, 6axas Bignosiai, Bignosina,
cBaputucs 3 Tobor He 6yay, 60 He anocs. Tu X ricTb, NnocnaHmm 6ora-
MU. XoaAM Yy XaTy, MWUOCTI nNpowy, He rHiBauca Ha MeHe i cebe, 60
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yBECb Ceu rHiB — ce cBapka npo TOPiLlUHIN CHir.

Ce ckasaswwu, niwsa nonepeny, a 3a Hew Ctynas BnacTt, nosene-
HinMM 3 gocagn. Ane goxoasuu Ao xaTtu, 3agmeyBanucs oboe, 60 noba-
YUNM YUManun 34BUr HaApoay.

Mepepn xaTow cuais Poraan Ha nasi, a Nopy4 HbOro crtapuu Ieop i
KMeTb Apocnas. lepen HUMU CTOSIB BUCOKUMW CTATHUK MyX 3 61igmm
nvueM, y 36poi KHSXXOro rpugHsi. 3@ HUMU 4YOTUPU BOSIKU 3 LOBrUMU
paTULLAMN Y BapAaA3bKMX LWOJIOMaxX Ta WKipAHUX, MeTaneBnuMun rynsamm
HabuBaHMx Kybpakax, 3 4OBrMMM MedyamMum npu boui Ta BENNKUMU KPYT-
VMU LLNTAaMM Ha naedvax. 3a HUMKU b6araTo MY>XUKIiB OKpY>aso 4oTmpu
BEPXOBUX Ta YOTUPM HAB'IOUEHUX KOHEWN, @ MiXK HUMMN...

Kpuk po3nykm BMpBaABCA 3 rpyaen AiBYMHWU. MiXK KiHbMW nexaB
Ha 3eM/li BeJIMKUN YOPHUW nec, yToMNieHun Ta suxyanumn. Oboma pyka-
MW BXonwunaca AiBunMHa 3a cepue. lMizHana Kpyka... HeBiA/y4YHOro To-
Bapuwa Mctucnasa. Ce o3Ha4yano: Mcrtucnas norub...

[Mpo>XOromM KWHynaca AiBUMHa A0 NCa MOrNgagitM, M ce crnpasji
Kpyk. Ane ocb BiH BRi3HaB ii, 60, Maxalun NiHMBO XBOCTOM, NidiNLIOB
A0 Hel i nn3as. ii 6e3cnnbHOo onani pyku...

Toai Harno crTpawHWn njay BupBasecsa 3 rpyaen KanuvHuy, nnau,
AKUM M1avyTb JIMLWIE pa3 Yy XUTTI HA NMOXOPOHi wacta. bo ogHoO nuwe
LWacTa uUBiTe Yy XWUTTi IIOAMHU, @ KO 3@ HUM MJlakaTu AoBefeTbCHd, TO
pBETbCA yCe, i KpOB MnjnBe 3 o4en, He Cbo3n; namee i 3abupae 3 co-
600 yce Te, UMM XUBYTb JtOAMN Ha CBIiTi: BeCenicTb, MONOAICTb, CUy,
baxkaHHA, Haail. OCTaeTbCA TiNIbKM CyMHa pYyiHa, 6nignn onip XuTtTs,
3N1aMaHa NwaMHa Ha Becb Bik. bo nnay cen He obnerwye rpyan, Hi!
BiH we 6inblwolo Barot narae Ha 36onini rpyan i 4aBuTb iX, My4duTb,
ybuBae — [0 CKOHY.

Taknn-To nnad noTpsiC yce eCTBO AiBYUMHU. BoHa ynana Ha 3eM-
N0, 3ipBana 3 rosioBu 3esieHU BIHOK i pBanla BO/IOCCS Y HECKa3aHOMY
6onto. BCi KNHyNUcs Ao Hel 3acnoKoBaTh Ta po3nNUTyBaTKH, WO CTano-
cs.

— KanunHo, KanunHouko, wo T106i, yoro TM? — nuTanum yci oaAuvH
nepea ApyrmMm. Porgan cupiB Ha naBi, Haye rPpoOMOM BpPaXeHWn, He
3HaluKn, WO 3Ha4YNTb yce Te. Bnact po3BiB pykaMu i Harno BmAaanocs
MOMYy, LLO BOHa Yy rpoMaau npocutmme ob60poHM Big HbOro. ToMmy 3a-
3panerigb NOK/AWMKAB CBOIX NloAen, 3BesliB NPUHECTU CBOE paTuvule i
WKMT Ta NOCiANATN KOHEN.

AX OCb BUCOKMIN 6nignin MyXx nNiginwoB A0 AIBUNMHU i HAXUIMBCS
Ha4 Helo.

— KanunHo, — ckasaB i Ao yxa, — Mctucnas Xusun, 340p0BUN,
y noyecTtax i baratcTei. 340poBUTL Tebe i Kaxke: He 3abyab!

Yytoum iM’a aiBunHmn, 6ayvaum i npmeiTaHHsa 3 Kpykom Ta ii po3ny-
Ky, BiH OAWH Aoragascs, BiaKM Te Bce. TOMY MOCMilLMBCS PO3BaXXUTU 1
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3aCnoKoITH Ti.

Ane ocb AiBYUMHA CKO4YMNa Ha HOrMW, Hayve nigipsaHa NPY>XWHOIO.

— SKk-To, a 3Bigkn Kpyk TyT y34BCs! — KpUKHYya AdiBunHa 3 6aum-
CKY4YMMK oumMma i bniguM nuueM. 3aaBanocs, WO BOHA CKOYUTb A0
o4yen BOsIKOBi, HeMOB6M BiH Ti AypuTn 6pascs.

— OcCb 3acnokouncs, AUTUHKO, NOCNyxamn, a 9 po3Kaxy Bce, — Bi-
ANOBiB 3BOpPYLUEHMN Npuweneub. — Tenep He AUMBHO MeHi, wo McTtuc-
nas Tebe nwbutb. Y Tebe, AoHto, we 6inblle, BUAKO, BIPHOCTI, HiX
Kpacu, a n cei He BigMoBuAKn T0bI 6oru.

— XTO TN?

— A JhoT, agpyr Mctncnaea, Be3y noro cnosa Poragaesi i rpomagi.

KanunHa Bxonunacs obomMa pykamu 3a ronosy i Biginwna. Bnact
3acCTynuB i gopory.

— [eTb! — KpWMKHYNa TakK NOTO i TaK MOrAsHysla Ha HbOro, Lo
6osspH MMMOXiTb nogascs Ha3ad. CiBWM HA OCNOHI, AKMWN BUHECNU Ti
CNny>XebHuui 3 XOpOMiB, YBaXXHO C/igKyBajnia 3a XO4OM po3rpasu, WO
Besiacsa Mixk npubynumu i Porgaem.

— A — JhoT, cTapwuin MiXX FpUAHAMU KHS351,, — FOBOPUB MYX 3
6nignm nuuem. — 3 npukasy KHA34 igy 3 KopcyHs, wobun yBectn noro
iM'AM Yy nocigaHHs ciel BOSIOCTi BoeBoay i 6osspnHa Mctmncnasa Boecna-
BUYa.

— HAk-T0? — po3rapsumecsa Porgan. — MeHi cen 310... BOEBOAA
3aBUHUB TPUALUATb FTPUBEHbL, TOMY S AEPXY Y 3a503i Moro BonoCTb. Hi-
AKMW KHA3b HE MOXe Bigibpatn y MeHe Moro MauvHa. Tu, IBope, i Ty,
Sipocnase, 6ynu ceigkamum rno3ukun. MNMpasay Kaxy 4ym Hi?

— Tak, npasay! — niaTeepaus IBop.

— Ha »xanb! — ckasas i cobi fpocnas.

JIIOT YyCMiXHYBCS.

— KHA3b AyXe AUBYETbCHA, — 3aroBOpuB, — WO 3a TaKy Many 4a-
CTMHY CBOro ManHa npasuTb 60sdpuH Porgam y 3acTtaBy BCH BOJIOCTb
AoBxHuka. Ce nnuxea, KHA3b IMXBapiB He NbUTb, @ 9 HIKOMY He pa-
ane 6u wo-Hebyab pobutn, Yoro He NbNATb 60rn i KHA3i. ToMy cno-
Aisatocs, wo 6ospuH Porgan yCcTtynmuTb 3 BOJIOCTI WE HUHI.

— To Moi rpuBHi nponanu? — 3aBepewaB Poraan. — To Hexaw
KOXXHa FPUBHS MOMY...
— A Tn rpuBeHb Xodew? — 3amByBaBcsa 6yuimto JIloT. — A 0OCb

BOHM!

I, 3HABWMN 3 HaAWBAMXKYOro KOHS WKIPpSHUA MiWLIOK, BUCUMNaB 3
HbOIrO 3i COTHIO 3/IMTKIB cpibna NeBHOI O3HAYEHOI Barn, SKNUX y>Xusanu
AK FpoLui.

— CKinbkn T06i rpuBeHb? Tpuausatb? A OCb BOHWM! — NOBTOpPUB
BApYre i Biauncnme TpuausaTb rPUBEHb PAAOYKOM.

— lMpwu cBigkax Bigaato i y npusasi 6oris. Hexan 6narocnoBnstb
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AOBXXHWKA, WO BiAAAE B Yac no3nyeHe, a BM, CBiaku, baumnnun?

— bauunnu!

— A XT0 we 6aume?

— 4, 4, 19, Mn BCil — 3aryna rpoMaja.

— 3Ha4ynTb, AOBry Hema?

— Hema, HemMa!

— Konu Tak, TO CUNOK KHSAXOro npukasy bepy B nocigaHHsa 3ani-
ceubKy BOJIOCTb iM'AM McTuUcCnasa i Ha AaBHIX NpaBax noauvwar ycix
i3roie, 3akyniB i pabis, a Tn, 60spuHe, 36umnpancsa y PoraaiBky!

poMana 3aperotanacs, nobaumelun, SIK BUTACHYNOCHA NMUE CKYy-
NMHAI. 3aropHyBLUX BUMayeHi rpuBHi oboMa pykamm, nornsgis BiH no
3ibpaHnx i »xanibHO 3aronocus:

— borwu ceiTni, 6orn aobpi, amunymnTtecsa Haai MHow! A obciaBs, 30-
paB, CKOCUB CiHO, a Tenep XeHyTb MeHe Biacins, Mo cobaky, 3a Moi
rpowi, 3a MOe nobpe cepue...

Ane rpomMagy He 3BOpYLlYyBasno CKaBYNiHHSA cTaporo 6apuiliBHU-

Ka.

— leTb Biagcn! — Kpuyanu nankiwi rocnogapi. — lNponagan, xa-
6apHuky! Maxan y ceoto nycTtky! Ha nicu, Ha ropu!

— Xiba y Tebe, 6osipHe, HeMa BNACHOro nocinna? — cnuTas
JloT.

— €, YOMY Hi, — BIiANOBINM KMETi, — TiNIbKN NOro nan mMasno He

BCi NepenLunIn X1t y Apyri BonocTi, 60 iM Big Takoro naHa Hi obopo-
HW, Hi MOMoYi He Byno, TiNbKM Apayka Ta HeBons. ToMy-To N ycsa Por-
AaiBKa onycrTina.

Mix TMM Porgaesi npuinwina Harno HoBa ragka y ronosy.

— Crinte! — KpukHyB. — lpun3Hato, Wo cen rpyuaeHb JIoT 3anna-
TMB MeHi AoBr 3a MctucnaBa Boecnasunya. Ane XTo MOpPyYnTb 3@ HbO-
ro, wo BiH caMe Big McTucnaea npmxoane? Moxe, ce MaHTIN, SKUN XO-
ye 3a TpUAUSATb rpuBeHb A06YyTM MOCINNSA, BapTe WICTCOT rpuBeHb? Ce
po36in, ce o6MaH!

— 3a Cce, WO S He MaHTIN, py4YnTbCA NpuUKas KHA3S i MOro rpugHi,
— TYT nigHaB JIIOT pyKy i yKa3aB Ha KOHeN Ta foaen, SKux rnpueis 3i
coboto. Ha Miwkax Ta wutax 6ynm TakoxX KHsXXi repboBi 3HaKWU.

— BiaTak, — npogosxyBaB J1lOT, — KOXHUN 3 Bac 3Hae Kpyka,
nca Mctucnaea. Ocb BiH 3i MHOW, 60 roai 6yno mMonogoMy BOEBOZI
6paTun 3i coboto Ha [lyHan cobaky. BKiHUi HE paaXy HIKOMY He BipuUTW.
Konu BUSABUTBCS, WO S MAHTIN, TO NpOXXeHeTe MeHe, a AKLWOo s Npas,
TO rope TOMy, XTO CTa€ NpoTu Boni CeatocnaBa. Ha ce He 3BaXYyeETbCA
HaBiTb Kecap pomeiB, a MaB bu 3Baxutuca Poraoan?

— 4 ciaB... opas... KocmB, — 3anebenis 3HOBY NMxeap.

— I 3ibpaB! — pokinume JlioT. — Lo 3ibpaB, ce TBOE, WO OCTa-
N0Cb, Ce MO€, a paawe Mctucnasa BoecnaBuya, AKoro g TyT 3acTy-
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nato. OpgHave, po3CTal4uCb, MpUKasaB MeHi BOEBOAA HE MPOraHATU
3BiAcn Poraas, aHi Moro HeBICTMW...

— Hesictn? 4Koi HeBiCTU? — 3aroMoHiNn rocnogapi.

KanuHi Bgapuna KpoB A0 nuud. BoHa BeCcb 4yac nsakana Huweu-
KOM, Ta ii cnbo3n 6ynmn cniabMm pagocTi; ce 6yB BECHSHWUW AOL, WO
OpOLWYE 3eM/0 TenJMMU NAOAOPOAHUMU KpannaaMu. Konn 3aroMoHiB
HapoA4, NUTar4dnCb Npo HesicTy McTucnaea, BCTasa 3 NManeHin4ynm nu-
LeM i, BUNpAMUBLLUUCL roOpAo, CKa3asia 3ByYHUM roSIOCOM:

— Ha Jlagy i Ceapora! Hesicta McTtucnasa Boecnasuya nepej
nvuem borie Ta nrogen — ce 4!

— CnaBa, cnaea! — rykHyna rpomMaga. — OcTtaHbcsd, KanuHo, y
Hac! Ha wacTtsa! Ha cnasy! Ha no6po!

— To 3HauUTb, WO A He MyWwy TikaTu y PoraaiBky? — cnutas Por-
Aaun, KM He po3yMiB Le rapasg, nNpo Wwo came beciaa.

— Hi! — BignosiB J1toT. — Moxew cobi cuaith i TyT, aXx OOKU He
nepeBe3sell yCcbOro CBoro MawmHa y PoraaiBky abo n [oOo nMoBepHEHHS
Mctuncnasa. locnogapctBo Bignacu MeHi i KanuHi, a cam pobu, LWwo
3Ha€EwWw, ane go BonocTi Tobi 3ack! Tu 30pasB i 0bciaB, ane TN i Aictas
3anicca y 3actaB TaKoX 30paHe i 3acigdHe. ToMy MOBYM i Npocnasnsam
MMEeHHSA KHA34 i nacky BoeBoan Mctucnaea, 60 BiH TYT CTaHe KHSXXUM
TUCALBbKMM Ha YCIlO TUBEpPCbKY 3eM/io.

Porgan nokipHO CXWuB rosioBy i ceped HaCMiWOK Ta fNanku npu-
CYTHiX NoTbonae Yy XaTy. B cin XxBuni KONO BOPIT 3a4yAHINM KONUTa Ta
3a7yHann npoknboHu. lMobaumsBwn nokopy Poraas, 3po3ymie Bnacr,
O HiYOoro TYyT He ADKAEeTbCH, i noixae AOMIB. Ane y Ayuwi octanacb y
HbOro Neky4a »aagoba MecTi.
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XVI
BAACT

[MpoTAroM Kinbkox crigyrunx gHiB KanuvHa He 3anuwana JltoTa Hi
XBWUNi ogHoro. Hauve TiHb, XxoAuMna 3a HWUM CNiAKOM, PO3MOBMAKOYU Ta
pO3MNUTYO4YM NPO CBOro McTucnasa, uYm 340pOB, UM AYXUN, UM BXe Be-
NINKiI Yy HbOro ByCa, WO caMe roBopuB NpO Hei, a Wo KHA3b Ka3aB npo
HbOro, 9K BUrNsAaB BOEBOAA, KOM HanaZdaB Ha MNevyeHirie, sika nmoro
36pos, sKa oA4iX i TUCAYI HaMpi3HOMaHITHIWMX nogpobuub 6axana ais-
YMHa 3HATKU Big «Asaabka». BkiHuUi J1loT ctaB obTupaTtn niT 3 4yona, a
po3kasaswun KanuHi Ty camMy noAito Ha ABaausATb 30BCIiM BiAMIHHUX
cnocobiB, po3BiB pyKaMu i CKa3as:

— Ane X, AiBKO, HaUXMTPIWNN rpek He Habpelle 3a piK CTiNbKK,
wo s Tob6i 3a cux Tpu AHi, a Tobi we Mano? Wo x, xiba noyHy i 9 oo
Tebe XeHunxaTncs, 9K ocb Bnacrt, 1o, MOXe, Bigdenuwcs!

— [aabky, Aaabky! Bxe i )KeHUxanTecs, niuwe po3nosigante me-
Hi Npo McTucnasa. baunte npeuiHb, WO 3 MOIM 6aTbKOM HEMA Y MeHe
3naroau, To 3 KM banakatumy? A XK MoBYasa BXe Tpu Micsau,.

Ak KanuHa 3a JIioToM, Tak cHyBaBca KpyK 3a KanuHow i HaBiTb
BiA3WCKaB Aelo AaBHbOI MOTOPHOCTI. Pa3 y pa3 ctaBaB cepen o06incTs,
HIOXaB MOBITPA i CKaBYy/iB CTUXa. Y MiCAYHIi HOYI WLWIOB Mig OnycTiny
xaTnHy Boecnasa i BMUB rogMHamMmun, cmasayu y aBepsx.

— Hima 3BipuHa, — rosopwus J1i0T, — a b6inbwe y Hel BipHOCTI, HiX
Yy He O4HOro 4osoBika.

[Mpn cboMy JIHOT rocnofaprtoBaB >XBABO i 3aXOAMBCA KOO XXHUB
Mpu nomoui cBoix ToBapuwis. MloMy camomy Tpeba 6ys0 wWwe cTapaHHS
n onikn, 60 paHa y rpyasix nease wWo 3aroislacd i He pa3 KpoB Nnokasy-
Basnlacsa Ha ycrax «asabka». Toai KannHa knana nMoro y nocTinb, Hany-
Bajfla NIMNOBMM LUBITOM, rogysasia MeaoM i CanoM i He nyckana Hi oo
YXeHUiB, Hi A0 BO3iiB.

Crtapun Porgan 3aMKHYBCS 3pa3y B OAPWHI, A€ CTOS/IN CKPWUHI 3
rOTOBUM rpoLleM, AOPOrouiHHOCTAMKM Ta AOpOorMMm wybamuy, napyeto i
nasosiokamn, 60 6osaBca Hacunnsa i rpabexy. Onicna BMWWOB pas i
ApPYrnn, ane Ao rocrnogapcrea He BTPYYaBCs i HAacnyxyBaB fivwe nNu-
NbHO, NpO WO po3MoBaann KanuHa 3 JIroToM. Yyrouu, Wo BOHU rOBO-
psTb Npo McTucnaea, noknnkas KannHy go cebe i cnutas:

— To ™M, KannHo, 3MoBneHa 3 McTucnaBom?

— Tak, 6aTbKy.

— baTtbky, 6aTbky, — nosTopuB Porgan 3no06Ho, — a ae 6yB 6a-
TbKO, KON BU 3MmoBnanuca? e 6yna voro snaga i sona? e 6oxun
3aKOH?
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[iBUMHa cnaneHina i CKNoHWMa rosioBy.

— Benukot € Bnaga i Bonsa 6atbka, — Bignosina, — ane 6inb-
Lot cuna Jlagn Ta npuHaga KynanbHOT HOU.

— Ara, 10 BM wWe Ha KynanbHOMY CBATI 3inwnmca?

— Topik.

— Tak, Tak! A 3Haew Tu, AiBKO, WO TW npu3HayeHa BnacTosi 3
flopoaa?

— Hi!

— Konu Hi, To 3Han, Wo cei oceHi no nepeisai y Poraaisky Biary-
NsETE BeCiNNsA. 3anagKaEMO Ha cnaBy, i CTaHew 6ospuHelo We nepea
nepwmnM CHIirom.

3nsKaHO rNsiHyna AiB4YnMHa Ha 6aTbka, 4yM BiH cnpasai cboro 6a-
XKAE, UM, MOXe, Nmie Tak nepegmpaceTbca 3 Het. Ane Ha nuui Porgas
CTOSB TOWM CaMuMM BWUpa3 Tynoro 3aB34TTH, K Todi, Konu Bnact mas
XXUBMM abo MepTBUM KUHYTU MOMY Nig HOorm McTtucnaea. I Toai nisHana
AiBUMHa, WwWo McTtucnas Kasas npasay, Konuv Bigxoams y Kuie. Porgamn
He nbuB ii, a TiNbKK rpiw Ta cBOI 3aMmncnn, Tenep, KoOAu ii BoNs cra-
Hyfnla BCyrnepey MOro HamipaM, nponana Aecb i yca nwobos 6aTbka Ao
noukun. Cen crapeub, sskuin 3ascign roams KanuHi y yomy 6 10 He 6y-
no, CTaBaB Teriep NpoTW Hei, MOB BOpOr, i 6a)xaB HaCUNbHO NepenepTn
CcBOI 6axkaHHs, 6e3 ornsay Ha WacTsa BNacHOI AUTUHN.

Ane KanunHa go3pina y nocnigHix nepexmBaHHAX i nepectana by-
™M AUTUMHOW. Po3nyka 3 McTMcnaBoM, AYLUEBHWIA HeECnokin i rpuxa’,
po3nyKa Npu ragui npo nMoro cMepTb 3pOoAuau Y Hel CBIAOMICTb, WO Ti
LACTS y>Ke He npu 6aTbKOBI. Ii oui BiaAKpunnucsa Ha 6aTbKOBi cnoBa i Adi-
na, i BOHa Harno nobayuna, wo Ttam, ge baumna Aoci ctapeydy HeMiy i
ynip, Ha Aaini 6yna 3no06a i HaxabHicTb Henobporo i 3ax/IAHHOIO 400~
Bika. CynpoTn CbOro y Hei 3poguiacsa nocraHosa nobepertn CBOE wWa-
CTa BCynepey Boni 6aTbka Ta Ha ynip BiAMNOBICTM yNOpoM. Y CBOIN NoC-
TaHOBI 3BepHynacsa BoHa 1 Ao Jliota, i cen npnobiysas in ycsKy nomid,
saKka 6yae noTpibHa, xo4 6M HaBiTb NPUNLLNIOCS YXXUTKU cynpoTu Porpas
cunu.

— Tu, AOHIO, He baHyl?, — ckasas il JlloT, — Porgait — 6aTbko,
noBmMHeH Ab6aTn Npo TBOE WACTS, a AKWO He xo4e, To Tpeba nmoro npu-
cunyeatu. BoHO yacaMm He 3aBaguUTb CKasaTu i cTapoMy: «Tak byae,
60 Tak Kpalie, a TM noBmHymncd, 60 nerwe xaty O4HWM C/IOBOM 3pymn-
HyBaTW, YNM HaAHOBO NocTaBuTn». OCb YOro HaB4YUIM HAC BiNHU i NO-
xoan. Kpawe nocnyxamte Monoaoro, siKwo paautb Aobpe, HixX ctapo-
ro, 9KN1 Bep3e AypHUL,.

— Ta g ce 3Haw, A84bKY, — BiANoBiNa AiB4ynMHa, — ane 6auunuw, s
6otocsa kapu 6oriB Ha MeHe | McTucnaBa, SKWo 6aTbKO 3aTHETbCS.

'I'puxa — xypba.
BaHyBaTun — TyXUTW.
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JItoT 3acmiaBcA.

— Xa, Xa, xa! ManeHbKke Tu LWe AiB4aTKo, HY, | AYPHEHbKe we 40
CbOro HiBpoKy. Tu x 6yna yxe Hag Boaot Ha Kynana?

— Hi... To6To 6yna! — ckasana, naneHitoum, AiB4nHa.

— A 3 KuM?

[liBunHa rnsgHyna 3 4OKOPOM Ha YCMiIXHEHOro asabka.

— AK-TO 3 KMM? — 3aMBYBanacb. — 3 HUM!

— 3 Porpaem?

— Hi-60... 3 McTucnasom!

— Hy, Konu Tak, To wo A0 cboro Poraaesi? He kaxy Bnacrtosi,
ane Porpaesi? Tbxy! LWWo6 cTtapui 4yonosik, Ta we 6aTbKO BTpy4aBCs Y
KynanbHi Yyapu...

KannHa moBYana i xxgana, Ao 4oro rHe JloT.

— Baunw, aoHw, — ckasas BKiHUi JTIOT, — Ha ce U € KynanbHi
HOYi, MiCHi, BIHOYKK Ta Yapu, wobu Monoai 6aunnum Ta nisHanm cebe. A
HanAeTbCsa ABOE MONOAAT, Wo cebe npuyapysanan, a O4HO OAHOMY piB-
Hd, TO 6o)xa Kapa Bnage xiba Ha TOro, XTo iX po3ny4nTb. Kosmn 6
Mctuncnas 6yB pabom abo octaBcs i3roeMm, To m Toai Tpeba 6 6yno no
60>XOMY 3aKOHY PO3r/ISHYTU, YN Y HbOro HeMa binblle po3yMy, Kpacu
Ta cunun, Ynmm y bospuHa. Ane TBin Mctncnae 608puH, a we BOEBOAQ,
XTO NOMY piBHA? Porgan xiba 3 rnysgy 3CyHYBCS, WO MOro He xo4ye. He
pa3 6aTbKM 3MOBASAOTL AiTen MiX cobor, ane nan MoTopaTbes, a 6o-
' KepyrTb A0Mel0 TaK, 9K IM BUAAETbCA AouifibHiwe. UTnHa — He
ToBap, wWob ii MoxHa 6yno MiHATM Ta npodasatu. Ans cboro-to U Ky-
nanbHi Hodi, Wo6 MonoAi nisHasanu, 4m 6aTbku IX aobpe painun OitamM,
ym Hi. Ocb i 4... — TyT JIIoT nonmeB Meny 3 Kybka, — mMaB 6paTn AOYKY
cyciaHboro kmetd. Ane Ha Kynana Haj BoAO MiginwoB S A0 XOPOBO-
Ay disyaT, nobauymB CBOKO Kpanto — Hiyoro cobi! NapHa, MOTOpHA, CBi-
Xa, K conoBenko y nysi. «fapHo, — agymato cobi, — 6aTtbkm obpo
BUMHUNM>», TligXoa)Xy A0 Hel, 3aroBOpol0, XXEeHMXarcs, BOHA CMIETbLCH,
aymato cobi: «lapasg, Jliote, ocb TyT TO6I 1 KiHeub!» Ane 6a, npu ui-
noykax MonjauBAM Hali BiHKW Yy pi3Hi cTOpoHU. lNpn Hac 6yB wWe cuH
KMeTs 3 Apyroro cena, Movimup. Mloro BiHOK MonamMB 3a BiHKOM MOEi
AIBYNHU, @ BOHA 3BepHynacsa A0 MeHe i Kaxe: «bauuw, JlioTe, XTO npu
MeHi? Monmmnp! Bauuw, 4ynin BIHOK 3 MOIM Ha BOAiI cnNiTaeTbcsa? Mown-
mupa! Tyam n Meni goporal!» 3acmisanacsa, a MoMMup o6HSAB | nouiny-
BaB Il Taku nNpu MeHi. Tu 3Haew, KannHo, wo y KynanbHiin HOYi Hacu-
nn Ta rHiey Hema. Ce Hid noboBi, a He cBapku. S 3acMiABCS TaKOX i
Biginwos. Kaxy npo ce 6aTbKoBi 1 MaMi, @ BOHU Ha ce: «Llo X, cuHny,
He 6yno 6oxoi Boni!» MNpuNWOB KMeTb-CYCig Ha APYrMiA AeHb 3 AapYH-
KaMm Ta M no4yaB 3BUHATUCHA, 6a N Npo HAcuny ropoputu... A 6aTbKo
NnUTac:

— A Monmup rigHum xnoneub, poboTALWMN, WNPUIA?
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— AT, Kyan nomy Ao Baworo. Ane B iHWOMY HeEMa WMOMY HisKOi
AOraHu.

— A agodka noro xo4e?

— Le 6 He xoTina. Ce x ii Jlapo, 6or 3Ha BigKONMW.

— Hy, Konun Tak, — Kaxe 6aTbko, — TO He THiBiTb 60riB, cyciao,
BiArynanTe y rapasai Becifing, a HaM He TiSibKn CBiTY, WO Y BiKHi!

I He pa3 we a Mir 6yB 3HanTM cobi XiHKY, Ta binbwe BiHA TAMHY-
Nla MeHe, YMM AoMallHi Burogun. Xo3apu, B'aTudi, 6onrapu, YopHi i He-
YOPHIi, rpeKn Ta BCINAKI iHWI BOpOrn He Aanu MeHi nogayMaTW BYACHO
Npo piaHto, 6aTbKM NOMepsn, a Tenep Bxe M 3ani3Ho!

BTilleHa y CBOEMY ropi AiBYUMHa 3acMianacya Beceno.

— He kaxiTb, A84bKY, WO 3ani3Ho, 60oru 3HalTb, A€ KOMY BiHO-
4YOK NNeTyTb AiBoYi pyku. LLle BaM A0 CTapoCTi faneko, No340poBillaE-
Te, BepHYTbCs Hawi 3 [lyHato, ToAdi W Bac Bi3bMe OocKkoMa, He bintecsa! A
Ha BeCiNNi Takoi BaM 3aBeay MNiCHi, wo ax ramn!

AX OCb CTanu 3pasy rnyxo, a Wwo Aani, To W rosIoCHile 40X04ANTH
Henobpi BicTi 3 bonrapii. KopcyHcbKi Kynui po3kasysanu y KaHesi, LWo
CedaTocnasa nobunu n obnarnu B Jlopoctoni, wo lNepesacnaseub ynas i
6araTto ApY>XWUHW NArnN0 rosioBaMmm. 3HOBY NMoyaB HECNOKi MyuynTu cep-
ua KanuvHu Ta JloTta.

JItoT noBoni npuxoame Ao 340poB’a i 4obyB 3HOBY CBOK 36poto Ta
KOHSA, CTpPiNiAB 3 Siyka, XO04AMB Yy MiC Ha NI0BU, a pa3 HaBiTb I3MB Yy Aa-
nekunn YepsoHoropog 3a BictamMu. Kosn BepHyBCs, 3actaB KanuHy y
cnoo3ax. Porgan Buixas y PoraaiBky i BeniB AiBUYUMHI 36upatn yce nob-
po Ta nagutucsa i cobi B gopory. Toai JItoT 3agymaBcs, noyyxas NOTU-
MU0, a gani nocnas Ao fApocnasa 3anutatuca nopaau. Came Komnum
obnaBa paaunucsa y CBiTnuui, nepen ABOpuULLE 3aixXano KiflbKaHagusaTb
OPYXHUX MYXiB Bepxu. bnina 3 nepenaky KannHa ckpunacsa 3a nnedi
JlioTa, a B cin xBuni yBinWOB y xaTy Bnacrt.

BiH noknoHMBCS 060M My>XaM Ta 3BEpPHYBCS A0 AiBUYMHMU:

— bospuH Porgan, tBin 6aTbko, nocunae 1obi, KannHo, opyXHux
moaen i meHe, wob Tebe y besneui 3aBe3TK y Moro Bonoctb Porpaie-
KY.

Ha ci cnosa 3aMoBK J10T, a Sipocnas BUWLWOB 3 XaTu. Toai BUCTY-
nuna KanvHa 3-3a nneyen «aaabka» i Bignosina:

— S no3bupato yci cBoi AoCTaTKku i 3aBTpa abo nicnasasTpa npui-
Ay cama. [AMBHO MeHi, Wwo 6aTbko, 6ossuncb Hebesnekn, NpUCUNaEe aK-
pa3 Tebe.

— A ce 4omy? — 3auByBaBcsa Bnact. — Yu X g ripwumn 3a apy-
rmx?

— To Hil Ane T cam € ana MeHe Hanbinbwor Hebe3nekor.

BnacTt 3acmigaBcA.

— CamMme ToMy 6aTbko MeHe 1 BUbpaB, xutpun 3 bica ctapuin. LLo6
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1 He nNpucikaecs Ao Tebe, BeniB MeHi Tebe nunbHyBaTn. OTak Mae 6e3-
neky anst AoHi, 60 y MeHe 3B'dA3aHi pyKMu.

Kaxxyun ce, ycMmixascsl, ane y odyax 6ammann XBWUASIMU XOBTaBi
BOMHUKW 3/10CTi.

— 5 3 To6010 He noigy! — BigkKasana X0N04HO AiBYMHA. — Tu ce
3HaB, i 6aTbKO 3HaB, i TOMy NocCnaB Bac WOCh 3 N'ATHAAUSATb MYXIiB.

— Moxe, n Tomy! — BTAB TBepao BnacT. a ycMmix wes 3 noro num-
ua. — Ane came ToMy Mycuuw ixatu, 60 cunot Bi3bMy Tebe, unm xodeul,
4n Hi!

I BUTArHyB pyky, wob6 o06HATM CTaH AiBYMHM Ta MNoBecTu i Ao
aAsepen. Ane TyT yaapuvs JIIOT Kynakom o6 cTin.

— CT1inn! — rykHye. — SKMM NpaBOM MNpUKa3yewW TYyT, Y UYyXin Xa-
Ti, YyXin ANTUHI?

— [MpaBoM 6aTbkKa i Aianya, ssKoro 3acrynato.

— YopTaky 3 6onota T06i 3actynatu! leTb MeHi Biacu, TyT He
TBiN ABip, aHi Porgais, nuwe Mctucnaea, a cs AiBymMHa nig MOEK Oni-
Koto!

— MoBuMn, KHSXUKU cmepge! — BignosiB ropao Bnact. — He y
CBOE€ pino sctpdaew! Xoaun, KannHo!

I cunoto noTarHys i 4o ABepen. Ane giBuMHa BupBasacs CUoto,
a Konn Bnact MeTHYBCS 3a Her, pyKa Il ynana 3 JIACKOM Ha 4YepBoOHe,
po3nasieHe rHiBOM i NpuUcTpacTio nmue 6odpuHa.

Toai KpuBaBa nnaxrta 3akpuia Momy 3ip. CXonueBWM pyKy AiBYMK-
HW, 3a4aBuB ii Tak, wo KannHa axk npucina 3 6010 y WOro Hir, a agpyry
PYKy nigHsB yXxe, wobun ygaputun... Ta JIloT BTiM BXOMNKUB MOro i, NigHs-
BWMW, KNHYB A0 ABepen, axk NyKHynn oasipkun, a 6049puH BUNETIB pa-
30M 3 ABEepuMa 3a NOopir.

— en, rpugHi, 4o MeHe! — rykHyB JIIOT i BXOMWUB 3i CTiHWU CBil
BEIMKUIN BAPA3bKUN WAT | AOBIMA LUMPOKUNIN Meu.

PiBHouyacHO ToBapuwi Bnacrta Henokoinncs, Wo IX rocrnogHsa He
BepTaETbCs. [JOBKOSIA HUX CTann 36MpaTnUCA OPYXHi MyXi, 3pa3y Kifb-
Ka, Aani KinbKaHaausaTb, BKiHUI wina topba kMmeTiB, i3rois, pabis, Mono-
anx, ctapux, 6a, HaBiTb 6abu, aiTn 3 uinoro cena.

MobaumBin Bnacrta Ha 3eMni, KUHYNCA A0 HbOMO MOro Cnyru ni-
AHOCUTU N 6OpOHUTK nNepen yaapamu. OgHade nepse NigHANWM MNOro,
KON Ha npukas J1loTa ycd ToBMNa rpsHysia Ha HUX 3 OKJIMKOM:

— [eTb BiACK, 3aBONOKKU, NPOY ONpULLKK, poraaiBcbki cMepaun! 3a
nniT 3 HUMKU! Y piky!

Meui Buckoumnu 3 nixos, 6AMCHYNN TONopu, paTulla, o4Yenun, Bu-
na. I He pocTtosnu Bnactosi cnyru. BiH caMm 6yB TpyC Heabusakumn, Tox,
nobaumBLWN TOBMY, CKAMKaAHY ApocnaBoM Ha nigMory «HesicTi Boecna-
BMYa», KUMHYBCS 3 ABOPY, HE NpurMaroum 60lo.

Ane Tieli caMoi AHMHW Be4YOpOM MpuUNLLOB BiA4 Bnacra nocnaHeub,
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KMeTb 3i 3aniccsa Kyanam, SKoro CTpiTuaum y nici HanacHuWKK, i nepeka-
3aB OCb LWO:

— Sdkwo KanuHa He 6yae Ao ABOX AHIB y PorpaiBui, TO TpeTboro
NPUHECYTb in y ABopuLlle B 3anicci ronosy Poraas.

Bci otoponinu, a KannHa, Ak cTogana 3 YCMiXOM Ha yCTax Ta paji-
CTIO 3a4Nn4 nobign y cepui, ynana 6e3 4yTTa Ha 3eM10.
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XVII
Y 'HI3 A1 OIIPHUIIIKIB

JlicoMm, WO KynaBcs Yy BeUipHiX 6iMckax no uinoaeHHin »xapi, ixa-
na gpyXuHa i3guis. bynn ce opy>XHi KOMOHHUKM, 3@ SSKUMWU Ha NpuB’a-
3i CTynano 3 AecsaTb HaB'lOYUeHUX WMpokobeapux Ta HU3bKUX Gonrap-
CbKMX KOHeW. [loBKONa npu cTexui Bigamxanun Map’'ssHKU, MaTepUHKWU
Ta 4yabpun CBOIM NaxyuuMMm BigAUXOM, — a BCHOAM CUHINWU A3BIHOYKMW,
3BMYanHi i po3bpini. Micuamn, ge 3-nig YopHo3eMmy agobysanocs Ban-
HSAHE MiAN0XKS, MOB3/N 3eMNIE0 TOHKI KOPHAKW TEMHO-3eneHoro b6ap-
BiHKY, a HaBiTb 6iniB nogekyan fOMiTb Ta XOBTiNna AiBuHa. o 060X
CTOPOHaXx CTEXKW POC/AN FYCTi KOpYi NilLMHN Ta KaNWHW, TYT | TaM 4op-
HiAW cnini rpoHa YopHoro 6a3sHUKy Ha rpybux 6unax'. Jani 3eneHinu
aybun, sBopu, AepeHun, a 3eMNo BKpuBanau rpybuMm wapoM nopoxHo,
FHWUNe NNCTA Ta ArigHUK. Y Be4vipHbOMY MNOBITPi HE YyTU B6yNno BXe Xy-
XOKaHHSA XpYyLiB, nuwe KoMapi BUucnisyBasiM TOHEHbKiI CBOI MiCEHbKWU Ta
POEM BUAITaNN 3 rywasun, WOOM NOXMBUTUCL. Y TiNNi YynNCb KPUKK
NTUUb, WO BepTanu A0 rHi3ga Ha Hid. Wynsakun, kobysun, cokonu, Ka-
HIOKW HAMOBHIOBASIM BO3A4YyX CBOIMWU XPUNJUMU KpUKaMKU, a 3 AEeAKUX
AepeB HeCnncst Xopu ramBopoHiB, §Ki, XXUBYYM rpomMagoto, sinbysanu
caMe BedipHIO Hapaay. 3 aynna BesieTeHCbKoro byka pas y pa3 o63u-
Bajlaca coBa, Haye cepauiacd Ha BMBIPOK, SKi BUNpaBasaamM CBOI NOTi-
LUHI pyXaHKOBi Brpasn AKpa3 nepen KpuBMM HOCOM npemyapoi 6oapu-
Hi.

MoBuKK ixanu i3aui, BMAKO, ganekoto byna ixHA gopora, M yxe
Bce Bmbanakanu nig yac AoBrmx HiYHMX NocTtoiB. OgHaye Mo KOHAX He
cnigHo 6yno HaaTo Benukoi BTOMU. Buako, i34ui waannum cBoiX 3BipAT
Ta gaBanu iM NOoTpibHUM BIiANOYMHOK. A MOXe, N XOTiIM BOHW FigHO No-
KasaTtuca goma?..

Ha yoni ixaB y 6/IMCKy4in BizaHTIMCbKiN 36poi Monoaeub y 4epBo-
HOMY Mnali 3 Nnap4yeBolo NIAMIBKOW. Ha HarpyaHWKY BUAHINIUCA BCINAKI
KOBaHi 30/10TUCTi NOTBOPU, JIEBUHI FOJIOBU TOLLO, PEMEHI HauyepeBHMKA
BKpuBaaun rycrto 30/10Ti r'yasun, a nosdc ax CigaB Bi4 caMOUBITIB Ta Typ-
KycCiB. YepBOHi can’daHui ynupanucsa KiHdmkamm o6 cpibHi cTpeMmeHa, a
yApsXK KOHSA, Xo4 3 A06poro peMeHto, nuwianaacs WoBKOBMMUM NOBOAA-
MU Ta CPIOHUMUN 1 MOCSXKHUMU BnsgwkamMmn. MeHLW NUWHiI 6ynn cTpoi no-
ro TOBapuLWiB, ane BCe-Takn MOXHa Ni3HaTu 6yso No HUX, WO Heabu-
KOMY Cny>aTb.

Jlnuys ycix 6ynmn onaneHi BiTpOM i COHLEM, NOOpaHi TpyaaMu BOEH

'Buno — creéno.

122



Ta nogopoxeu. Yci éynu we Monoai abo B cepenHix nitax, ane Haun-
Kpawmn 6yB Takm MPOBIAHWUK, Y SIKOFO 340pPOBUA BUIMSL4 Ta Kpaca
yepT NYYUTUCHA 3 HAPSOHUM OAAMOM.

AX OCb CTaHyfnW i34uUi HA BUCOKOMY nonygHeBoMy 6epesi [HicTpa
i TISAHYNIN Ha 3e/ieHe Mope NicCiB, ke po3smBanocsa no aiBoMy éoui pi-
K. KpmBaBoOK MOsI0COK idrfa pika y iX CTif, a no Tin CTOPOHI Haj 3a-
niceubKUMM ABOPULLLAMU CTENUINUCA AUMU. 3 piKU 34iMMaBCSA CUHSABUN
BeUipHin onap i 3BiNbHa nNiginMascs Bropy, wWobu po3CcTennTUCS Ha Hid
no 6eperax. XBuibKy rna4is npoBiAHUK APYXXWHU Ha NperapHuUn Kpae-
BUA, BiATak, Haye 36yamBLINCL 3i CHY, 06epHYBCS A0 TOBApPWULLIB i FyK-
HYB:

— Yganowm!

I 6iroM noixanu ToBapuli 3a MOBYAa3HMM BOEBOAOK. BOHM ixanwu
ropi pikoto, niBuM 1i 6eperomM, MMHyYAM BKOPOTLUi Ce€no, MUHYNMU MNOJSO-
»XeHe Ha ropbky asopuuie Boecnasa, y SKOMy He 3HaATWM 4YOMY ropino
Kilbka YMManmx BOrHiB, MUHYIM ocento ApocsiaBa Ha MiBOCTPOBI i AOI-
Xanun BKiHUi A0 nepeBoO3y, Ae NnepeBi3HWK 3aniceubkoro 6ospuHa ne-
peBO3UB Ntofen Yankamum i gapaboto.

Ane napma KavMKanu APY>XUHHUKM nepesisHuKa. Moro He 6yno i
yankn He 6yno. MNpu 6epesi ctosna nuwe gapaba, WMPOKUA Crinas 3
rpybmnx anoBux MnHiB, KpUTUX apaHuuammn. Becb cnnae 6yB npukpinne-
HUA Ha AO0Briv rpybesHin SIMHBI A0 BpPi3aHOro Ha BUCOTY CaXXHS HaA
3emneto Ayb6oBoro nHs.

XBUNbKY XAanu i3auUi Ha nepeBi3HMKA, a BiATaK Cisin pa3oM 3 Ki-
HbMMW Ha Aapaby, BOEBOAA CTaHyB MpWM KepMi, TOBapwulli B3A/7MCA 3a
Xepaku Ta Becna i Binbunucsa Big 6epera. OaMH 3 HUX PO3BMBAB JINH-
BY B Mipy TOro, sik cnsas Bigaansscs Big 6epera. KoHi BOosiKiB NpUBUK-
N1, BUAKO, A0 TakKMxX MaHApiBoK, 60 Hi oAMH He 3axponiB, aHi He npy-
yaBcs. BnpaBHO, Haye cnpaBXHi MOPAKU, MNJIUBAN MOSIOALI.

— JliBuM 60KOM Hansaram!

— 3anpwucb 3niea! e pa3! e pasi

— [pebu! Oyxye! PiBHO! PazomM!

— Pa3, aBa, pas, aea!

— Hangaran cnpasa! 3anpuchb!

— lMpucTtasan!

BnpaBHO npucTtana gapaba ao 6epera. Bci BucCinn, a cnnas 3HOBY
BiaApynunaun y Boay. BiH nokonmxaBcsa Ha XBWUNAX, NOMJAMB 3a BOAOIO,
ane, CNMHEHWW NMHBOIO, MPUCTaB Ni4 HaNnopoMm BoAM A0 npasBoro bepe-
ra. lMepeBi3HWMK noTpebyBaB nuwe HaMOTaTU JIMHBY Ha KOJIOBOPOT,
lwo6bun npmBecTn cnaae 3HOBY A0 CTOBMA.

Bian nepeBo3y iXa/iM KOMOHHUKWU CTEXKOK. Ane oCb CMNUHUBCA
MPOBIAHUK | BKa3aB y CTOPOHY cefla PyKolo.

— Ocb ce Mo€e nocinnga. Ce 3anicca! — ckazaB. — TaM Ma€e Ha Hac

123



xaatn Jliot. Te Benuke asopuule, sske Bu 6auymnm Ha ropbky, ce Miu
ABip. Y HbOMY ropsiTb OrHi, BMAKO, WOCb AIETbCA He3BM4yanHe. Tomy
MycmnMO obepexHo nia'ixatn, wobum He BNacTu We y aKy xaneny.

— Moxe, ce nuweHb Tosioka abo nup, — 340ragyBaBCcsl OAMH 3
rpUAHIB, KNI, BUAKO, Hanpaalwe 6yB 61 sskpa3 Ha Take CBATO noTpa-
nme.

— He 3HaTn! — BignoBiB BoeBoga. — JIOT He cnpasnss 6u nupis
6e3 MeHe y MOIiN XaTi, a XXHUBa BXe MUHYIU.
— A MOXe, Ce MOXOpOoH? — cKasas iHwWun. — JlioToBi HebaraTo

Hanexanocs Bxe y KopcyHi; xan noro 6oru patyoTb, wkoaa 6yno 6
rpuaHAa KH4a3eBi, a HaM ToBapuLla...

Mo xBuNi HaAyMU pilLMB BOEBOAA:

— lNoigeMo CTeXxXKok NpPAMO Ha NiBHIY i A0IAeMO A0 pPO340piXXKS.
Tam cToiTb Ay6, po3TopolweHun cTpinot lepyHa, KOnu AepeBrisiHU
BOMNn kHA34 Iropsa. OgHa 4YacTuHa BigXuna 3HOBY, KONWM KHA34 Mana
3 ApYXWHOW norybuna myapa KHarmHs Onbra, gpyra ocrasacb MepT-
Bol. Big cboro aepesa vayTb ABi goporn. OgHa Ha 3axig y lopog,
Apyra Ha niBHiv y PorgaiBky. 3BigTn nig’ineMmo nig gsopuLue.

I 3HOB MOBYKM pywinna ApPY>XWHa NiCOM, A3BOHAYU YNPAXOKIO Ta
36po€t0 y xonogHaBoOMy BXe BedipHbOMYy noBiTpi. Ha Hebi nosiBuBCA
noMapaH4yeBMn Micsub, @ MOro CBITNO MilWwanocsa 3 TiHAMM HOYI Ta Moc-
nigHiMM Npob6sncKkaMy BeYipHbOro 3apeBa Y SKYCb TAEMHUYY MiBTiHb.
Mepea 134U89MU MOSIBUBCS HArsa0, Hade BesIM4e3HM YOPHUN XpecT, po-
3K0NMoTun Kpucnatmm ay6. Hag oaHOK MOro rnosioBMHOK 3AiManacs
KydepdBa KUTUUSA ranys33sa Ta JINCTA, Apyra ctMpyana y BO34yCi, Haye
Bucenuud. Cipa gopora npoxoausa nonpu AepeBo i ginuniaca Ha Tpu
BiAHOIMM: ogHa — Ha 3axig y [opoa, Apyra — Ha cxig y 3aniccs, TpeTs
— Ha niBHIY y PoraaiBky.

Ha nopo3i nokasasocd LWOoCb HeBennyke, YopHe, a BCNig 3a CUM
rOI0CHUK flan cobakun NOTPSAC BeYipHiM BO34yX. 340P0OBUA HOPHUI Nec
CKOYMB Ha KOHS BOEBOAW, TaK WO KiHb CTaHyB ayba i, HanskaHuw,
CTaB XponiTn i BepTiTUCA Ha Micui. Nec nobpixyBaB 6e3 ynuHy, baxa-
IOUM 3@ BCAKY LiHY AICTAaTUCA Ha Cig/10, @ XBOCTOM MaxaB TaK CUJ/IbHO,
O 34aBasiocsl OCb-OCb i BigipBe MOro 30BCiM. BUAKO, BNacHUK XBOCTA
BiTaB KOroCb 3 HE3BMYAWHUM O4YLUEBIEHHSAM.

— Kpyk! Min nwobuin, BipHuUin gpyxe! — KnMkHyB McTUcnas i CKO-
UMB 3 KOHS, @ Yy cnigytodin xeuni Kpyk 3 BUTTSM, CKaBYJ/liHHSM Ta BCiMa
IHLWMMM NO3HaKaMW WaneHol paaoCTi CKakaB MOMY Ha rpyamu, nnedi,
NnU3aB pyKW, NacuBCA Ha BCi naaun, Have po3kasaTtm 6axaB CBOEMY roc-
NOAMHOBI NPO TYry Ta XaNb CBOEI cobayoi AyLwi 3a Ci Tpu Micaui.

— Cnaea pobpum cBiTAiMMm 6oraMm 3a rapHy Bopoxby! — ckasaB
BKiHUi McTucnas. — [lepwnM CTpidato Ha CBOIM 3eMfli HaWBIpHIWOro
Apyra, SsKoro Ma€ BOsiK Ta sioBeub, a we n nig NepyHosnm aybom. [o-
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6po cnvBe Ha MO rosIoBY 3 Ci€El BOpOX6bu, TOMy paainMo Ayweto YCi i
He TpaTbMO 4acy.

— A 3i MHOI He 3BIiTa€LWICs, BOEBOAO? — CrNuUTaB panToM SKUUCb
rosoc, i 3-3a gyb6a BMMLLNa BUCOKA CTPYHKA CTaTb OPYXHOMo MyXa.

— JIIOT! — KPUKHYN OPYXWUHHUKU Ta KUHYIUCH MOro BiTaTn. —
Twv 300poBUN, AyXnN? 5K xe Tam 6orn Mmunyesann Tebe 3a BeCb yac?

— Big 4yoro ce BorHi y Bac Ha 06incTi? — gonutyBaBcs McTtucnas
3aMiCTb BigNoBIAi Ha NUTaHHA.

— Ce rpomaga sivwnacs 6opoHntn KanuHy Big Porpas i Bnacra,
a Tenep pagsaTbcs, wWo pobutu, 60 BnacTt rpo3uTb, Wo B6'e 6aTbka Ka-
JINHU, AKLLO BOHa He Big4acTbCs 3@ HbOrO.

— Ane 6un noro nobus, cobayoro cmHa! Konn npunwoB nocna-
Heub?

— CamMe Tenep, roauvHy ToMmy. BnacTt ae A0 paHKy Bignosiai, a
npuisay KanmHu go nicnsasasTpa BEYOpPOM.

— UWo »x KanunHa?

— 3imnina, 6igHeHbKa, BiATaK cudina y OApPUHI Ta A0 HIKOro i
cnoBa He Ka3ana. BKiHui cka3ana: «JlloTe, Aan MeHi HiX, | iAbMO>».
«4oro?» — nuTtato. A BOHa Ha Te po3CMignacd Tak, WO MeHi aX Mopo3
nepenwos no Tini, i kaxe: «IabMo! Konu Bnact A40TOpKHETbCS 40 Me-
He, To B6'10 NOro, a He BAACTbCS, TO caMa cobi KiHeub 3pobnto. 3arHas
6aTbKO, K KaXyTb N0AMN, MaTip Y MOrnay, TOXX HeXal NoxXoBa€E N Me-
He! Toai Hexan 6orn npokneHyTb PoraaiBky, a Porgan xam no BiKW Bi-
YHi 6/1yKa€E onupeM no pyiHax. He cyamnocs MeHi, BUAKO, LWACTSa Yy XU-
TTi».

— Mpobi! — rykHyB Monoaeub. — iAbMO po3paauTu ii, a NOTIM Bi-
Ai6‘emo ctaporo cunoto!

Ane JI1OT NOTpAC rosoBolo.

— Ce He Moxe b6yTu! Akwo noigemMo cnepwy AOMiIB, noBe4epse-
MO, norytopumo — 6yae niBHi4. [NTOBCTAEMO a) paHKOM, a 3a Cen yac
Ai3HaeTbCs Bnact npo TBiM npui3g i 6yae 6epertn Porgas i ckapbis.
Akwo nobaunTb Hac nig asopuweM, B6’e ctaporo i BTede 3 rpiwMm, a
MU npumBe3eMo KanuHi Ha BeCiNbHUMN JapyHOK Tpyn. Tak He Moxe 6y-
™. TyT Tpeba abo neperosopis, abo niacryny.

— [lleperoBopu Hi Ha wWo He 3manuca! — signosiB McTucnae. —
BnacTt Mae y cBoix pykax rpowi Porgas, a 6axae matn we n KanuHy.
LLlo >k M1 NMOMY 3a Hel MoXeMOo 06iuaTn? Akumm ckapbamm Moro 3Hagu-
™? TyT Tpeba niactyny i cunun, ane cenyac, 6e3 NpoBOSIOKN. 3aKN NU-
ne CBapora YCMiXHeTbCsa A0 Hac AOCBiTY, NMoBuHeH BniacT BUCITU Ha
HamsuwoMmy ay6i y Poraaisui. TBos npasaa, J1loTe, y XaTy ixaTtu roai.

BiaTak 3BepHYBCA A0 CBOIX APYXWNHHUKIB,

— Xnonui, BN 4ynu, AKa Xanena Tpanunaca MeHi Big Heapyra Mo-
ro. NflomoxeTte MeHi y Hi 4n Hi? NToMOXiTb, 6paTnKnN, HaropoaXXy Bac
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leapo, a BiATak AaM CroYuTU Y BCSAKOMY A03Binfi, CKiNbkn 3abaxae-
Te.

— Inemo 3 TO60W, BOEBOAO! — ryKHYnM Xnonui pagicHo. — Bia-
AS4Ynl HAM MeaoM Ha Becinni.

— [MokaxeMo0 MU TOMY AKOMYCb BnacTtoBi, 4K nignantoBaTu BeXY
cepen TpUAUATUTUCAYHOIO BiCbKa poMmeiB! — rykHyB i cobi HanMono-
Awnn rpyaeHs CHiryp, sskum oboxxas Mctucnasa 3a MOro rnoasurn.

Ha >xanb, came ToMy, Wo CHiryp 6ys HanMonoalwui, a u 4o Cboro
e HeaaBHO 3aHeayXxaB 6yB Ha NMponacHUUKD, He B3s1M MOro ToBapu-
Wwi 3 coboto, a Beninu Taku TyT, nig Aybom, nepeHodyyBaTu pa3oM 3
B'IOYHMMUN KiHbMU. 51K HE NMPOCUBCS XsomMeub, HiIYOro He NoMorno. Boe-
BOAA i CTapuh rpuaeHb npukasasnum, MycumB cnyxatu. IHWunx oamHag-
LATb noixano y Poraaieky.

B>xe cama okonnusa Porgaesoro nocinnag gocrpotoBasnacs Ao Bfac-
HWKa camoi BOsOCTi. byna BoHa niaMokna, 6barHucra i He ay»Xe npuro-
Xa nig 3aciBu. 3aTe MHOXeCTBO 3BipuMHW 6yno y nicax, a poi 6onota-
HUX NTULb aX COHLIE 3aKpuBanu Ha NboTy. 134U 3'iXanun y AonuHy, 6e-
pern siKkoi BKpuMBaB rycTui, CWUAbHO MiAWWTUA NiC, Ae POCAU BiflbXy,
Bepbun, oTpoBHULI, a 6eperamm GMBHO BKpMBaNM 3eM/0 NMPOTaYHUKK,
6i6bHMKKM, HacTypuii. Nogekyan sS40BUTUN CMepTeNbHUK BUPOCTAB Mo-
Ha4 Apyre 3in149 Ta CKpUBaBCA MOMIX 3HITaMW, KPUBAHSAMU Ta KOCUT-
HAMU. Hag NOTiYKOM, SIKMA MIHUBO C/NbO3MB MO MiAMOKAOMY MigNOXXi,
pOC/An flaTaTTa Ta 4YepBOHUN KhiwmnHeub. Conoakmm 60/10TAHUN nenex
BMPOCTaB MOMiX rycCTMUM CUTHWKOM, a Adani Boja po3smeanacsa y cra-
BOK, BOZY SIKOr0 BKpuBana sicCHo-3eneHa pscka. OgHade Hebarato 6y-
no cei soaun. Ii A3epkano wesano nig ryctum nicoM ovepeTis, KOMULLIB,
WyBapy Ta KawaTHuKa. 'yCTo poCcan BOrKi KUTULiI porosy, a MasjieHbKi
BiKOHLS, He 3apocni Tpowet, obHAB y nocigaHHA 6010TAHMK rpebuLu.

Haa MOKNSAKOM CTOSIB FYCTUM TyMaH, ane BXe 3aaneka 6auunu is-
Aui ABa CBiTenbuUs, AKi KMaanu Ha 6ingaBi nnaxTn MpSKU poxXesi Bif-
6nuckn. Came Hag 60/10TOM Ha BUCOKOMY CYXOMY MiBOCTPOBi nexano
aAsopuile Porpasi. Hanbnuxdi xatm 6ynu BigaaneHi Ha SIKYCb 4YBepTb
MUANI | CTOSIIM HA CYXOMY Micui Hag NOTOKOM, SIKMW BMNAMBaB 3 barHu-
CTOro crtaska. I3AuUi 3Hanu, WO y ceni ocTanochb nue Ayxe Hebarato
KMeTiB, a i3roi, siki Mycunm y HbOMy 6yTU, He AyXe XYPWUnucs cynb-
6oto Porgasi. Tomy, goixaswu A0 NiBOCTPOBa, APYXWHA 3n1i3na 3 KO-
Hen, a McTucnae po3TO/IKyBaB YCiM NpuaAyMaHUM HUM AOPOrow nnaH
Harnaay.

BuaaBwun npukasm, CKUHYB 3i cebe HapaaHy o4ixX i nepeoasirHyB-
ca y 3BMYyanHe 6omnoBe 3HaAiI6'A, WKipSHI WTaHW, Miaal BUIOXEHUN
Kybpak, rpybi upesii, Tyrun gepes’ssHun, WKipoto 066uTHUIN Ta 3ani3om
OKOBaHUW WKT i Bapsi3bKMIM WIONOM. Ha LWONOM HAaKUHYB KanTyp, wobu
BiABNNCK MiICAYHMX Ny4iB Ha WOJSIOMi He 3paauB Moro. BiaTak 3anycTu-
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BCS Y NYCTU oyepeT, 6axkatoum 3antn y Poraaese asopuule 33a4y.

TaM cTtosiB BNactmeum aim 6osipmHa. ¥ HbOMYy ropiB OroHb, BUAKO,
e He CnaB HIXTO y ABOpuLi. TakoX Npun ABOX BEIMKUX BaTpax cre-
peay KpyTuiocs dummano nwgen. bynu ce pabu Ta isroi Bnacra, Mix
HUMWN Kinbka napy6kiB i3 3axony. BoHn monunuca ao Cesatosuaa, ro-
BOpW/M MOBOIO, AeLl0 BiAMIHHOK Bi4 TUBepUiB, a oaaraamncs y LWKipu
Ha rose Tino. bpyaHi BoHUM 6ynu i BOHIOUI, ane BigAaHi CBOEMY rocCrno-
AVHOBI TiSIOM i AyLwwero Ta rotosi Ha BCAKUN BUYUMHOK. Ci napybkun cuainm
Npn OCIBHIN BaTpi M NEKSIN HA OrHi KYyCKW M’sica, siKi noXXupanu Hanis-
CUPUMMK, 3anmsBaloyn nNUBOM. [pu Apyrin BaTpi Bevepsann TUBepLi, AKi
3 BiApa3ow raginv Ha «nsaacbkux» ToBapuwis. BoHW cTupaanumca no-
BediHKK cBoro 6osipnHa, sIKMM He 3aBaraBCs MiAHATU PYKM HA HeMid-
HOro CTapus Ta MasoNiTHIO AiIBYUMHY. TakKoro y pyCbKoMy poji e He
6ysano.

Y cBiTAnui cmaino Mk TUM Ha 3anopoLlUeHMX OC/I0OHaX OBOE My-
XiB: ctapuin Porgam i monogeub Bnact. Benuki Kpyrni o4i ctaporo num-
XBaps rnaginv 3 nepesigkoMm Ha Monoaus, sKkMn CnokinHo Aoigas nede-
HY KYpKy Ta gonumBaB Men 3 kybka. [oiBwun, niginwoB A0 CTiHU, Ae
PAOKOM CTOSIIM KOBaHi CKPWHI, i BiAYMHUB OA4HY 3 HUX. Y CKpUHi 6yno
YMMano LWKIPAHUX, rApHO NOB'A3aHUX MilLKIB.

— Bnacte! Wo ™M pobuw? — KpukHyB Porgan, a noseneHine mo-
ro ivue BUABNAMO YCHO PO3MyKy, dKa nponMana noro cepue. — Ce X
MOE€!

— Xa, Xa, xa! — 3aperotaecda Bnact. — Ym ™M AyMa€Ew, WO TBOA
AOHSA BU3BOUTL Tebe 3 MOoiX pyK? Tn Minn, i yce TBOE TeX MeHi npuna-
ae!

— 3noaito! — npoxpunis Porgan i 3ipBaBcs 0OCTaHKOM cun, wobu
60poHUTKN CBOE, AecATKaMu NiT HagbaHe ManHO. Ane CUNbHUI yaap B
nvue KUHyB Moro B KyT. CTapeub BAAPUBCSA TOSIOBOKD 06 CKPUHIO i
BrnaB 6e3 naM’aTi Ha 3eM/to.

Y KiMHaTi B medyi ropisin Mixx TMM TOBCTI KONOAM, | ACHe CBIiTNO 3a-
nmeBano yce ii HyTpo. 3i cBUCTOM AobyBaBCs BiAAMX i3 rpyaen crapus,
ane Bnacrt He 3BaxaB Ha HboOro. Miwok 3a MilWKOM BUcUMas BnacTt Ha
CTiJl, CKpUHIO 3@ CKpUHEI BiAYMHAB, BKiHLI Ha AOLWIKaX BMpoOCna YmMma-
na Kyrna rpuBeHb, AMHApIB, ApaxM i HaBiTb 30/10TUX apabCbKnx Ta rpe-
LbKNUX MOHET.

Jlnue BnacTta ropino pym’sHuem, odi 6auwann rapssikoBuM Or-
HEM, a pyKW TpSICINUCS, Hadve Big nponacHuui. BiH He 6auuB, aHi He
4yyB, WO AiSN0CS AOBKPYrM HbOro. 3 pOo3KiWLWo 3arnmbnanucs moro
nanbUi B Kyny MOHET, a yxo nbysanocsa MeTtaniyHuMm 6paskom. Po3sra-
psiueHa ysBa nepecyBasia nonpu odi 6apBUCTi CUEHU 3 XUTTH BENIbMOX
Ta Kynuis Hag aanekuMm bocrnopom. Konucbk 6y Bnact y Lapropoai 3
KynusMn-rpe4YHnKamm 1a NnpurnsanaBcs 40 XUTTa Yy Cin ctonuui ceiTy. 3
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TOro yacy 6e3BMBOAHO TYXWJI0 MOro cepue 3a CMM COHSAYHUM paeM aa-
neKoro nonyaHsa. Tenep oCb, Makuu rpiwl, Mir BiH nepeHecTuca Tyau-
TaKW Ha3aBCiau i OCiCTM TaM K Kyneub. BiH TopryBaB 6u abo 1 rpaby-
BaB 6U pyCbKUX rpeyHukiB no Aoposi. He 6pakyBano 6 nMomy, neBHO,
rpowa y 6yayumHi.

Jlakomo obnunsysaBcs Bnact, Mpitoun npo LapropoAchbKi rapasau,
| He 3BepTaB yBarnm Ha KpUKW CBOIX MNocCinak, AKi Becenunanca npu eat-
pi. He 6auuB BiH, Sk no Aob6pin xsuni npunwos Poraan no cebe, nia-
HAB rO/I0BY, a BiATaK, MOCTOTHYKOUYM Ta MOKALINKOKYUM, NIGHABCA | CiB Y
KyT xaTun. Ha noro BuTpileHi o4i nagas 6amMck orHio. CuMMun CBIiTS4YMMH
oyMMa cnigme BiH 3a KOXHWUM pyxoMm 6o0sipyHa, WO NopaBcs Yy Xari.
Kpi3b ronosy npobirann 6nnckaBKko AYMKMU.

«LWo pobutn? Ak yTekTun 3 ci€ei xatn? ba, BTeKTU He wTyKa, BnacTt
HaBiTb HE 3aMiTUTb, WO XTOCb PUNHYB ABepMU. Ane wo gani?» BnacHi
i3roi Ta pabu NOoKMHynn craporo. BoHn noro He nwobunun, 60 n 3a WO?
BiH yBecb Bik gaBuB X WOCWUAM | BUAABNOBAB 3 HUX, WO Nuwe Aano-
CA: FPUBHI Ha NepeaHiBKY 3a KpuxiTky 6opoluHa, WwKipu, Mea, 36ixxs;
pobMB HUMMU, 9K BOMAMWU, KOSIM MYCWUIM WYKATU Y HbOro 3apobiTky, a
SIK XTO 3aBUHMB MOMY rpill, TO 06ampas AOBXHUKa 3i WKipKU. YCiX, XTO
He BuNAaTuBCA, npoaasaB besnowanHo y Llapropoa... Tikatm camomy
Kpi3b Jflic... A rpowi, 4OpObOK YyCbOro XWUTTS, KPOB KPOBI, XUTTSH XUTTS
MOro Ma€ nponacTtn y pykax onpuwika-3noaia? A nputomy Tam, y Jici,
TEMHO, CTpalHo. TaM Hiv4yo xoaaTb noHag 6arHom 65yaHI OrHUKN —
ce AyXu NMOTOMNeHuX, Wo pa3oM 3 YyopTaMu cnasatb y 6010Ti, BTAraroTb
Y YOPHY BOHKOUYY rMnbmnHy HeobepexHOro caMiTHMKa. TamM MaBKMU rpito-
TbCA A0 MiCAUS Ha NonsHax Ta MaHATb 3a cobo MaHApiBHMKA Yy BOAY
abo ckobouyTb' A0 cMepTi. TaM nicosi 6icK NAKalTb NPOXOXOro BUry-
KaMun Ta CTpawHUMM TBaptokamu, a bnya soantb noro y 6e3sicTti. Tam
nus...

Ctapui 3aTpsiccs YCiM TifloM.

Hi! BiH He nine cam-oauH Biacing. BiH Bn'anuTb odi y 6nnckyde
cpibsio Ta 30/710TO, SKi BKpaB Y HbOro MOro Ha3sBaHUM 34Tb... Xa, xa, xa!l
oro noTwii BOpor, raanHa, BUrpiTa Ha MOro rpyasix, sKi BiH BBipuB,
Big4aB y Moro pykm cebe, cBoto A0N0, XUTTH, 6@ 1 b6inbwe we, 4Ynm
XNTTS — rpowi! Hexan xe x 6epe ogHo i gpyre!

JlepBe, ogHave, MamMHyna cs AyMKa Kpi3b ronosy Poraasi,, konu
Harno0 SSKMMUCb X0n04 CTaB NiACTynaTu BiA Hir ropi no xpebTy ax Ao ro-
noBu. AKNNCb 6e3MeXxXHUM 3BipaUnMn CTpax obxonaBaB yce NOro €CT-
BO, NISIK Nepes cMepTHo, nepen KoCTpoM, MOruno, TPU3HOK, Xpobaka-
MU, OOBIYHOK NiTbMOK. [lecb we3na Bipa y Bupan, y ssKOMy 6aTbKu
BecensaTbCA NO BiYHI BiKM Ha 3eneHin nesaai Aaxbora, a octaBcs num-
lwe 9K nepeg TUMM OCTaHHIMU XBUNSMWU, KONW XONOAIE€ TiNO, raCHyTb

lCko60TaTun — nockoTaTtu.
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Ou4i, TpaTATb BNagy pPyku nm HOrM, MOBKHYTb yCTa, a cTpawHa CMepTb-
MopaHa fnaBuTb KiCTISBOK pyKoto ropsio... bpp! ¥ aywi crtaporo 06i3-
BaBCH rosioc cnpoTuBy... BOpoHiTb MeHe Aobpi, AcHi 6orn, 60poHU Me-
He, KannHo! He Bigaasancsa cboMy 31104i€BI, WO y349B Min rpiw! McTtu-
cnasel..

I Harno, Haye NpmMBMA-ONMP, WO ABASETLCA Ha MNOK/IMK Yapogis, y
BiKHI 3@a4OpHina cTaThb...

SlckpaBuim 6NMCK OrHIO ynas Ha ii nuue, | Porgan nisHaB Mctucna-
Ba. Yn ce BiH, UM He BiH? Poraan nutae cebe, Wobn nepekoHaTUCs, Un
BiH CMUTb, YM Hi, BUTPIWAE O4Yi, BANBNASETbCA Y CTaTb 3a BIKHOM i o4aM
He BipuUTb. AXX oCcb McTuUCnaBs BCyBa€E NepenHI0 YaCTUHY Tisla Kpi3b BiK-
HO i 3a4ina€e BepWwKOM wWosoMa 06 HM3eHbKy onpasy. Y Ci XBUNi Bif-
BepTa€ETbCA BnacT i KaM'siHi€ y 3irHeHin nMocTasi, K CTOSAB HaA Kynoto
rpowen, — OKO B OKO 3 MCTUCnaBoM.

[0ON0CHUW KpUK BUpBaBCS 3 YCT Bnacta, Kpuk nepensky, 310cCTi,
a CnigoM 3a CMM KMHYBCH 6089puH A0 BikHa, WO6KW HamacTu Ha BOpoOra,
3aKM TOW MNPOTUCHETbCS Kpi3b By3€HbKe BiKHO XaTu. I XTO 3Hae€, Wo
6yno 6 cranocs, konn 6 Harno He otammeca Porgan i, Haye TOW Ka3Ko-
BN Kowin, 3 BUTArHYTUMU pyKaMm KUHYBCS Ha Bnacta. BegeHun iH-
CTMHKTOM, He Hanajas, oAHaye, Ha HbOro npocrto, 60 BnacTt aepxas
BXe y pykax Med i 6yB 6u ogHuM ynapom no3byBcs HanacHuka. BiH
BXOnNuB Bnacta 3a HOry, a KoM cen KnaaBCHA A0 BiKHa, MOTArHyB 3a
Hel 3 yciel cunu. bosipuH ynas, a 3akm ocsoboamB Hory 3 pyk Porpas,
McTucnaB CTOSIB yXe B KiMHaTi, 1 obuaBa NpOTUBHUKKU 3Mipsann cebe
ouunma.

— Mpuxoaxy Ao Tebe, Bnacrte, y noconbCTBi Big KanunHu. BoHa
Kaxke Tob6i oCb Wo: «AKWo He nigew cobi cenyac 3 ycimMa nocinakamm i
He Bigaacwu ii 6baTbka, TO He XWUTK Tobi Ha 6inomy cBiTi!»

— SAk-To, McTtucnasee, cuHy Min! — 3anebepis Porgan, sakum no
XBUNEBIN HaNpy3i yCiX CBOIX CTapeymx CU/l 3HOBY OXJS/IMA CUAIB Ha
aonisui. — A Mosa KpoB, MoOi rpowi? Hesxe X Bu 3 KanuHow Bigaacre
MOi ckapbu cboMy 3104i€Bi?

— TBiN rpiw octaHeTbCa npu Tobi! — BignosiB Mctncnas. — A Tu,
Bnacte, 3abupaincsa y Nnopoa!

— la! — 3aBepewaB To4ai Bnacr, aKoro onaHyeaB wWan 310CTi. —

To ™4, cobako, He 340X Ha [yHai Bpa3 3i TBOIM KHA3eM? To noxaw,
OCb TYT, HAa poAuHi, nocturHe Tebe TBOSA cyabba!l

I KMHYBCA Ha McTucnaBsa, CTYKHYN Meui...

Ane HeposBro 60posnca NpPOTUBHUKW. 3a APYrMM UM TpeTiM yaa-
poM fiiBe nsieye Bnacrta 3abarpunocs KpoB'to. Y HbOro He 6yno wuTa,
a McTtucnas He Mir CBOro nepeTarHyT Kpi3b By3eHbKe BiKHO. bosapuH
yCTyrnaBs Ta BiB Hanagat4yoro 3a coborw Ao asepen. BiH, 6auy, 3agymy-
BaB 3HiYeB’d BUCKOYUTM HAABIp Ta MOKJIMKATWU CBOIX Nocinak. I Bxe

129



nBepi Tyi-Tyil... Bxe nnedi Bnacta onepnucs 06 oaBipoK, KOAW Harmio
FPOMOM 3a5yHaB APY>XHUM OKJINK 3@ BiKHOM:

— bun cobauy Bipy!

PeB nepenskaHux Ta rMokKaniyeHnx ropoasH BiAMoOBiB Ha cewn
OKJINK, CBUCT MeuiB, 6pa3K 36poi Ta 3aMiTHUN CTYK LWWKUTIB NOYyBCS Ye-
pe3 XBW, NOTIM 3aMOBKJ10 YcCe.

MiXk TMM | y XaTi CcKiH4Mnoca Bce. llovyBLUM BepecK 3a ABEPMMU,
3aBaraBcs Bnact Ha XBWJbKY, He 3Hal4uu, Wo Momy pobutn. Ta B Clo
MUTb Mey McTucnasa BNaB, XO4, Ha WACTS, MW NJa3oM, Ha NOro Nn-
ue. Mos konoga, nosBanmecs Bnact Ha AONiBKY, a y cnigywdin xBuni
BiAYMHMNNCA ABepi, | rosioc JIloTa nocnuTas:

— A wo tam? Porpam €?

— €! — BignosiB McTtucnas.

— A Bnacrt?

— € TaKoX.

JIOT yBIiNLWOB y CBITAMLIO.

— A [e XX BOHU?

— A ocb!

I monopeub ykasaB Ha Porpas, KUK 3 rapss4koBUM MOCMIXOM ro-
PHYB 3i CTOMY FpoLWi Yy MilIKK Ta CKpWHI i 3abyB HaBiTb NpPO NOASKY 3a
CnaciHHA XWUTTA Ta ManHa. bing Hboro nexas Ha AgoniBui Bnacrt 3 no-
CUHINTUM OMYXJINUM JIULIEM.

JItoT 3acMiaBcs i 06Tep Mey 06 oaix nexxadoro 60sipuHa,

— [Mocniwan, crtapun ckpsaro! — ckasaB Beceno. — [lopa HaM
yCiMm y KanunHuH asip!

Ctapuin He BignosiB, a McTuUcnaBoBe cepue Yy rpyasx CTpeneHy-
nocAa Ha 3ragky npo KanuHy.

Ty — och.
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XVIII
IIPO KHSI3H, IO YYKOI 3EMAI IIIYKAIOYH,
CBOIO BTEPSIB

Mobiga 6yna nosHa. 3 napybkiBs Bnacrta He OCTaBCs Yy XMBUX Hi
OAMH, @ FOpPOACHKI i3roi HaBiTb pyK He 3Besin B 060pOHY CBOro rocno-
AWHA | fnwe Npocunun A03B0ONY BEPHYTUCA AOMIB. PaHKOM mocifanu Ha
KOHen i noixanun y nicu, a Poraan, JItoT i McTtucnas Beninm nocraBuUTU
nepen coboto Bnacra, SKOro Ha Hiy 3B'13aHUM KUHYNN Yy XJiBeub. XTO
X 306pa3unTb, ogHauye, 3a4yayBaHHS YCiX, KOMM CTOpOXa 3BiCcTUMa, LWo
Bnacta Hema. BunamaHa cTiHa Ta cnigmn y 6onoTi BkasyBanu, wo 6os-
PWH Tikae Kpi3b 6arHo HaBnepenmu.

BucnaHi poragaisui He 3Hanwnu cnigis Ha 6eperax, Buako, Bnacrt
NOTOHYB Yy 6arHi.

— lpobi! — ckazas JIioT. — XT0o y 6arHi yBecb BiKk CKOpoTaB, TO-
My y 6arHi n KiHeub!

McTncnas BeniB 3api3aTy Koryta Ta KWMHYTM y 6arHo, a noTiM
Bia ixanwn yci y 3aniccs.

HiXxTO He onulie NOBITaHHSA Ta CUX WAcCAuBuUX 6axeHHUX XBWJb
panocTi, Konn McTucnae BEepHYBCS Yy NoCinasa 6aTbKiB CBOIX, 4O CBOro
aAsopuiia, Ao cBo€i HeBicTU. KiHUus He 6yno NUTaHHAM, OMNOBIAAHHAM,
cnbo3am, agotenam. OauH nuwe He 6paB y4dacTi y 3aranbHin pagocTi —
Porpan.

MepeXXnTTs OCTaHHIX AHIB 406WUnM MOro Ctapeymn Ayx, He cTano
NOMY yXe cun 0B6iIMHATXU YMOM 3aran BpaXeHb Ta MPUMIHUTUCA A0 3Mi-
HEHUX XUTTEBUX YMOB. F0OAMHaMM cuais CTapum HEABUXHO i YCMiXaBCs
nvwe npusasHo, SKWOo Npuxoannun A0 HbOro ntoan. A 1 3aniceubki fto-
AV MOMITUAM BCKOpPi NepeMiHy, aKa 3anwna y aywy Poragas, 60 yci Ha-
CMILLKWN, SKWMUN FOCTUIN MOro AaBHiWe AiTh, XiHKKU Ta napybku, 3amMoB-
KM Hapa3. YCAKnn 6aumB y HbOMY NMLLe CTapus, SSKUM yXKe Ha Cripasu
CbOro XWUTTSA OCNin, a rAanTb CKASSHUM 30pOM Ha ToW 6iKk — Ha 3esieHy
nesany Jax6ora. Moro Byxa He Yynu yxe i He po3yMinu ycix Noachb-
KUX cnig, 60 BOHW BeNW ryTipkKy 3 Adigamun y Bupai. TOMy KOXHUW 34iN-
MaB pajo Wwanky 1n 340pOBMB CTaporo no 3akoHy, BBiYJIMBO Ta NOBaX-
HO.

Mctucnas i KannHa He kupganun cebe Hi Ha xBuI. BoHa po3ka3sy-
Basia MOMY NpO CBOI NepeXuBaHHSA, a BiH i1 Npo 60i Ha [lyHai, npo Ba-
psarie, rpekis, 6onrap.

I nnnunu gHi 3a AHAMUK, aX 4yepe3 ABaHaAUATb AHIB Nicna nNpuisgy
McTucnasa Bigrynanm secinnsg.

131



X Xk Xk

A MiX TMM 3Maninu AHIiCTpoBi BoAM i Npubpann TEMHO-3eneHy
OKpacKy, sKa sipko BigbuBanacb Bifg MWHUCTOrO Ta niwaHoro 6epera.
Jlykn Ta nong nocipinin, NOXO0BK nicC... YCi Kpacku Big ACHO-XOBTOI A0
TEMHO-4YEepBOHOI NULWIANNCA Y NydYax COHUS Ta Y UNCTOMY XO/NI04HABOMY
y>Xe OCiHHbOMY MOBITpi. Haye sipki BOCKOBI CBiYKW, ropinm 6epesn Ta
BifibXMW, TEeMHiWWM BIATIHOK KpacuB KydepsBi Aybu, Hauye Kpos'io,
onnueanun 6yku Tta rpabu y nici. TyT i Tam, ge BucCTynana ravHka, ae
pocnn anuui abo MoApWHKU, TaM 30CTaBaJIMCb TEMHO-3eflIeHi NAsSMU Y
Kpaesuai. XoBkna yxe niwunHa, No3nHa n sepbu, X0BKIN B'A3U, TUCK,
SIBOpPU, BiguBiTanM OCTaHHI UBITU i NMWe Ha BULWKX MicusiX 6MBHO po3-
LBIiTaNM OCiHHI Ni3HOUBITH.

Moyanuca y ceni cesTa, BeCinns, Tonoku, 3émpannuca npaanibHn-
Ui Ha BeYOpHULUI Ta OOCBITKW, He BraBasun y ceni cnieun, TaHui, Bece-
NiCTb, pafdiCTb 3 XUTTS, 340p0B’S Ta 406pPUX XKHUB.

AX oCb noBepHynuca 3-Hag [yHaw Kynui-rpeyHukun, aKi ixanum
ropi pikoto y YepsoHi ropoan® i npuHecnu BicTky, wo CeBAaTocnas 3u-
Mye Ha binoMmy bepesi 3 ycielo ApyXWHOW, ane 3 BEeCHOK 3acCTyKae€
3HOBY A0 6pam HdopocTtona i NMpecnasn.

— KanuHo, — ckasaB Toai Mctucnas A0 M0O0401 CBOEI XIHOYKMN,
— BepecC uBiTe, NorigHi AHI HacTanu, a 3aky NOYHYTbCHA OCIHHI AoLi,
MYLLY i 9 CNOBHUTW KHSXY BOJIKO. 3 BECHOK Npunae nopa m MeHi ciga-
TW Ha YOBHMU, a NOKK WO Tpeba 3ibpaTn ApyXUHY 3 TUBEpPCbKOI 3eMii.
ToMy npowan i octaBanca 3 6oramun y rapasgi, Hexan noMoBi bepe-
XXYTb TBOEI A0OpOroi ronisku!

KanunHa nobnigna i 3acymysana, ane He 3aepxysana Mcrtucnasa.

— Ian, Mctucnaee, — Bignosina, — Kyaun Tebe Knuye KHA3b i Mo-
BHW MOro BOMO. A 3 MepLUMM CHIroM BepTaics, Wob KopouyH? 3Haii-
LLOB HAcC 3HOBY YyKyni npu HapoaunHax CoHus-Aaxbora, npu konsai
3BapuMO KOJIMBO 3 MeAOM Ta HaTilLMMOCS A0 BECHMU.

MoixaB McTucnae no YepBeHCbKUX ropoaax, no ycin TuBepCbKii
3eMni, i HaBiTb A0 6yXaH 3arnsiHyse. I BCOAM BiTanu MOro pago crapi u
monoai. Monoai 36upanuca ntn y bonrapito i 3 paaicTtio BCTynanu y
APYXWHY, a CTapi Npocunn nepenaTtn KHA3eBi xasi Ha KHa34 Onera Ta
Moro gopagHukie. Y YepBoHorpaai CTpiTMe Moro Tucsiubkun Poctmncnas

'!YepBoHi (YepBeHCbKi) ropoaun — rpyna MicT i peogans-
HUX 3aMKiB Ha 3axiAHMX okpaiHax Pyci. ¥ 981 p. Bonoanmup npuegHas ix o Kuis-
CbKoOi Pyci.

2KopouUYyH — HaWKOPOTLIMIA AeHb Y poLi, Bifi SKOr0 COHSYHMI KPYT 3HO-
BY NOb6iNbLWYETLCA. € Cce CBATO HApPOAMH COHUSA, Ke 3 BBeAEHHSAM XPUCTOBOI Bipwu
3nmnocs 3i ceaTtoMm PisaBa. — ABT.
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i NpoCMB NepekasaTn KHA3eBi OCb LWO:

«[Mo ycin PycbKin 3emMni rynse cBaBosg MON0OAMX KHA3IB Ta Npubi-
YHUX X 60ap. Ha HMX HeMa cyay, HeEMaA npasau Hi 60XOi, Hi KHSXOI.
Born BUCoko, KHA3b Aaneko, a KMeTi-xNnibopobu Ta 3eMcbki 6ospu Biag-
Lypanucs ix. HapogHe Bive cobi npaBuUTb KpaeM, a BOHU cobi. 3 yCbo-
FO TOro BUULWIJIO TakKe, WO KHA3b FOCNoAapuUTb nwe y CBOIWM BOJIOCTI, a
y NMpo4in 3eMni BiH Haye 4YyxXuHeub. He aan 60xxe Bopora, TO XTO Ma€
60pPOHNTN Kpal: KHA3b 4K Bive? JlnweHb Yy HoBropoai Mup i naa, ane
Oner i fipononk BXxe Ternep NoOYMHATb «Kpamony». Hexamn xe X Bep-
TaeTbca CesaTocnas, 60 nNpunaeTbca Xiba NpPoOrHaTU 3 KHSXOro CTifibus
TaKM MOro CUHIB>.

Konu rpyaas nokpuno wnsaxu, a 3 gepes obcunanocs nncTs, ee-
pHYBCA McTucnaB 3 KislbkoOMa mMonoanMu 6osspaMu, SKi XoAUNN yxe He
pa3 4yoBHamu y [pedudito. Mig ix gornagoMm nodanun gposopybu pybaTtm
Aepesa Yy nici Ta Xo06buTn YOBHU Ha AeCATb TUCSAY YONO0BIK, 60 CTiNb-
KW APY>XWHHWUKIB Ha3bupas McTucnas nig yac CBOEI NOI3AKMU.

McTtmncnas npuBi3 3 lNMoayHaB’sa BiA KHA35 CpibHi rpuBHI, MigaHi Ta
CMi>XXKeBi MepcTeHi, KPYXKU Ta NMAUTKU, AKMMUN HALWLMBAHO Yepecu Ta Ky-
6pakn abo HabuBaHo wWnTU. OUMMM-TO rpiWMKM oOrnJsla4yyBaB BOEBOAA
pPO6ITHUKIB | MAUCTpPIiB Ta KynyBaB AJ19 HUX MOXUBY.

Ha niBaeHb Big 3anicca Hapg MNpyToM Kunina poboTa Ha BCi pyKKU y
lwonax, nobyaoBaHMX OKpeMO A/1d Cboro. [pun BennyesHuUx BaTpax Ba-
punn ogHi pobiTHMKK XmneBuuo, Apyri Habusanun pebpa, Ha sKi Knanu
AN0Bi KJ/IEeNKU, a CMOIHWM KOHOMATUNWN KJI0YYAMU Ta 3a7MBaIM CMOJIOHO.
OTak noBCcTaBaB YOBEH 3@ YOBHOM, a Masno iX 6yTn KinbKacoT.

TakoX Mo ycCiX cenax Ta ABOpULLAX MPOCTOpoi TUBEPCbKOI 3eMni
nagunnucsa Monoasiku y noxig. 36posi, xapdi, oaar craBasan HamBaXKHi-
WWMU MUTAHHAMU Y XUTTi, @ APY>XXUHHUKU HAMW3aAMITHIWLWUMWN NIOAbMU Y
rpomaai. Bci »xpann nuwe BecHu, wob ntn y 3aniccs, cigatu Ha 4oB-
HW, IXaTn aobysaTn cnaBu Ta BUYMHUTU 3i cTONUUi CBIiTYy, To6TO Llapro-
poJa, BOJIOCTb PYCbKOIro KHA34.

X X X

AX npunwia BecHa, i NoBTOpuaacs 3HOBY CH AOBiYHA nepemiHa y
XWUTTi npupoau. BiapoaxeHun B3nMKY [axbor BMBIB Yy CBIT 3aKBiT4a-
HY, YMa€EHyY KHArnMHiO BecHy Ta ykasaB nicam, ropam, crtenam, syram,
moasMm i boram.

Bunwnu noan 3 3aguMneHmx xaT BiTaTn BecHy-60rmHio cniBomM,
TAaHKOM Ta XepTBO, a i 60rm rNaHyNn nackaBo Ha roXy AiBUMHY, WO
3 AaneKkoro nNiBAE€HHOro MiACOHHSA iWa y 3MOPOXEHUN Kpan — 3eMto
[Jaxxbora — yBiHYaTK CBIT Kpacoto. 3ipeaBcsa CTpmbor 3 noxa CHiroBux
XMap Ta KMHYBCS NaauTM BECHI NMpUNOoM. Bigamx Moro Hicca 3 NonyaHs
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Ta 3axo4y, CTOMMB CHirm CBOIM TEnJIoM, a WO OCTanocs, Crno/IoCKaB Te-
NANM BECHAHUM AOLWMKOM. [lonannn nboan-Kpuru reH y Pycbke mope,
3arpasau BoAW, a Ha 4YopHoOMYy, cipoMmy abo 6ypomy rinni gepes 3'9Bu-
JINCA XKOBTABO-3€eJ1eHi NYN'SHKMU.

bye Beuip. Y cBiTauui B 3anicci cuainn no seyvyepi BOEBOAA 3 XiH-
Koto, JItoT Ta Kinbka 6osp. Ctapui Porgan Bxe cnas y oapuvHi, a Kanu-
Ha K/jana Ha Nopo3i MMUCOYKKM 3 OCTaHKaMW MOXWBWU AN AOMOBUX Ta
Ayw nomepnux, Wwo y BECHAHOMY BiTpi BigbyBatTb CBOI MaHAPIBKK 3
TEMHOIO 3axoAy Y 30/I0TUN Kpan COHUS Ha CXoAi.

MyXi paannucs, Koauv iM BUCTYynaTu y noxia.

— Kpura cnnuvna i nepwi noBeHi MUHYyNM, — rosopus Mctucnas.
— Boawn we posoni i, NneBHO, He bpakye ii Nia YoBHAMW MO MiNMHAX.
3aBTpa A0CBITYy po3‘igeMocs no cenax Ta ropoaax i 40 BOCbMU AHIB 3'T-
AeMOCSl Ha nepesBo3i. TaM 3a)XaeMo we n’'aTb-WicCTb AHIB, NPUHECEMO
KOHSA B XepTBYy [NepyHOBIi, a KO3/1a — BOASAHWUM i noigemo.

AporHynun ycta KannHu. BoHa BigBepHy/siaca i pykaBoM 3aKpuna
oui.

— He nnay, KannHo, — ckasaB McTucnas, yCcMiXalouncCb 40O CBOEI
noboi xoTi® — Born fobpi, 6orn nackasi BepHyTb Tobi yonosika. He
yCi naayTb y 6010, a MeHe Kn4ye Tyan He nuwe baxkaHHS HEBMUPYLLOI
cnaBsun, ane mn BAsiKa A0 KHA34, SKOMY BCiM 3aBAS4YIO.

Moxnunana Tpoxu KanuHa, ax ctasaun cen i Tom nocmixaTmcs.

— lnau, KanuHo, nnady, — ckasas JIioT, — 9Kk aobpe nnakaTtu-
Mew, To McTtucnas He noiage, 60 [JHicTep 3HOBY npubyae.

Bosipn 3acMmisanuncsa, ane KannHa obTtepna oui i NOBaXHO rnAsiHyna
Mo NPUCYTHIX.

— He cMinTecsa, Myxi, 3 6e3cunbHOl XiHKK. lMnauy 9 3 6e3cunng,
ane nnayvy i 3 xanw Hag Bamu. lNowo CeATocnasosi bonrapia? Yum y
HbOro CBOIX BOSIOCTEN HeMa? A Ko iX Tpeba, ToO HOMY He HanMme cobi
BapsriB, NeYeHiriB UM AKy iHWYy ApSHb | He nae 3 HUMKU po3bueBaTu ro-
nosoto cTiHn? Konn 6 Bn 6oponuca 3a Pycbky 3eMnto, o60poHAIU Xi-
HOK, AiTen, 3emMnsakie, 6orie un xatn, s nepwa 6narocnosuna 6 Mcrtuc-
naBa Ha paTtb. Ane 60poTUCS W TMHYTW AN BOJIi O4HOro, ce Hepobpe
Aino, i 6oraMm BOHO He MoXxe 6yTun no HyTpy. NobaunTte, WO Ci BiNHK
CKiHYaTbCSA KOJIUCb HewacTaM YCi€el 3eMni, a ToAi 3ragaeTe MOE C/OBO.

Oui KanuHu ropinu, nuue naneHino, Big Hel NWOB SKUKUCb 6anCK,
KONu roeopwuna ci cnosa. I cnoBa Ci He MMHYIN 6e3 BpaXKeHHs Ha Npu-
CYTHIX.

Bci 3aMOBK/M, HIXTO He cMisgBCs, axk JIlOT BiANOBIB MOMOAIN XKiHL:

— Yce, Wo Kaxew, ce npasaa, ane npasga i ce, wo 6orm He Ha
Te ganun nwauHi cuny, wob rHuna 3a nivydin. Hema Bopora B Kpato,
Tpeba Moro Ha 4yXxuHi nowykatn. KpiMm cboro, CBATOCaB HE CUIYE Hi-

1 X 0Tb — XiHKa-ApY>XWHa y CTapoyKpaiHCbKiii MOBi. — ABT.
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KOro T y noxia, a 9K XTO WocCb 6epeTbCcsa 3p0bUTU B XWUTTi, TO NOBMU-
HeH ce goBepwmnTn abo 3rMHyTM, 60 caMi 6orm NpPoOKNSAHYTb TOrO, XTO
obiusie, a He goaepxuUTb. Mn fOB6POBINBHO NYCTUINCA UTU 3a KHSA3EM,
TOMY MYCMMO CTOSITM NPU HbOMY A0 Hawoi abo A0 Noro cMepri.

— Tak, — ckasana Ha ce KanunHa, — TOMY-TO M S He 34epXYH
McTucnaBa, ane e v rnoMarar MoMmy, ae Moxy. Bce-Taku BifIbHO MeHi
»XaniTm noro, BifIbHO i ceputo BilwyBaTu NnMXo0...

fonocHU nan cobak nepepBaB po3MoBY Yy xaTi. Kpyk, SKuin 3Bu-
YalHO Nnexas Nig CTO/IOM Yy Horax rocnogaps, KMHyBcs M cobi Ao ase-
pen. BOHW BigYUMHUNINCSA, @ 3HAABOPY BBIpBABCS Y CBITIULIO CUIbHUN
NoAYyB BECHAHOro BiTPY. 3anajiaxKoTiB OroHb Ha KOMWHI, CUMHYB iCK-
paMu, y XaTi NOTEMHINO, a KOJIM 3HOBY PO3ropisiuca An0Bi Kosoamn ap-
KUM nonym’siM, y ABepsiX 3'dBunacsd HeHade skacb Mapa. Ha noposi
CTOSAB Xyaun, obaepTni 4YONOBIK, MOKPUTUN FPSA3IOKOLD Bi4 CTinN A0 ro-
nosun. Odi MOro ropinn rapsiuykoro, ycra 34OpHiaiM, a Ha BUCOXJTIOMY XKO-
BTOMY Ui BUAHINIUCb TEMHO-YEPBOHI NJAMM.

Harno, 3aku Wwe c4 Mapa npokasasa cnoBo, 3ipBaBca McTucnas 3
naBu, KNMHYBCS A0 MPUXOXOro i 0bHaB noro, sk 6paTta, Sk apyra.

— PocnaBe, 6bpaTte, wo 3 T06010? — KpUKHYB. — Bigku Tebe cy-
Abba Hece y MOK BOSIOCTL? ['ei, paATyHKY! — 3aknukas, konu bigona-
LUHWW MaHAPIBHUK MOBUC Y HbOIMO Ha pyKax, MOB HEXWUBWUM.

MeTHynacsa KanuHa 3a rpitTuM nMBOM Ta COPOYKOK Y NeKapHto, a
MY>Xi pO344ram MiXK TUM 30Minoro cMmixyHa. O, 9K Masno HaragyBaB BiH
KONMWHBbOro pnbanky 3 3abytoro octposa! LLKipa n KOCTi, 351€ NOroeHi
paHW Ta CUHLI Ha YCbOMY Tifli, ABa BiAMOPOXEHi nanbLli Ha HO3i, a Yy
FPyAsiX ax KAeKOTiB BaXXKUnN Bigaunx.

MuUTTIO YNoXunu apy3i PocnaBa Ha BOBHAHMUX MOKpuBanax Ha 3a-
NiYKy, BKPWAM KOXYXaMW, HaMoiinM rapsaynMMm nmMBoM. 3a SAKMUCb 4vac
NpMnUWOB A0 cebe i, BaXKo nepesoasyn ayx, CnuTas:

— McTucnase, ce 3anicca?

— Tak! Tn y meHe, 6paTe, MiXX cBOiMU. He bpakyBaTume Tobi TyT
HiYOro, TyT noAy>a€w, Habepewcs cunm Ta noigew 3a Hamu, 60 Mu
3aBTpa iaeMo Ha [yHawn.

Jlnue cmixyHa nobniano.

— He MaeTe BXe 4oro Tyau ixatu! — npowenoTiB. — Mu BXe
CBOE BigKonaaysanu, fapyHoOK Aictanu, tTenep Bnuaucsa n bygemo ay-
piTn! N'ocnogaps Hema — Muwam ceoboaa!

Konun 6 rpiM yaapus Ha ManaaHi 3aniceubkoro asopuuia, He BUYM-
HMB 6K 6iNbLIOro BpaXeHHs, YMM ci cnosa Pocnasa.

— Ak-T0o? Hema rocnogaps? LLlo 3 KHA3eM? — nocunanucea nuta-
HHSA.

Ane He nig cuny 6yno CMixyHoBi po3ka3yBaTu. BiH 3HOBY ocnab i
3aMoBK. Ta KanunHa goraganacs, 4oro tpeba 6igonaci.
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BoHa npuHecna MoMy y ropliky M'SCHOI KOLWKKW, a@ BiATaK CBIXKUX
sieub. He xoTiB 3pa3y ictn Pocnas, ane BiaTak po3cMakyBaBcs i Tpeba
6yno Bigibpatn y HbOro Mmncky, wob He oxBaTmecs. Bce-Taku iga, Ten-
ne i Kpinke BMHO nigaann nomy cunun. He 6yab y HbOro rapsiuku, BiH,
nesHo, 6yB 6bu cenyac 3acHyB, a Npu TOMY W XONyAoOK, AKUN Bi4 A0B-
LLOro Yyacy He MaB MNOXWBW, HE MO3BOJIAB NOMY crnaTu. BiH BUrigHO po-
3CiBCA i CTaB po3Ka3yBaTu, NOMNMBAK4YM BMHO, AKe NpuUHIiCc McTucnas y
YMMaNoOMy MMUHAHOMY A36aHKy A9 rocCTS.

— He Ma€eTe 4oro ixatm, BOEBOAM Ta rpugHi. Iaite xiba Ha >kanb-
HUK TPU3HY MNpPaBUTU NO TOMY KHA3EBi, WO 4Yy>XOi 3eM/i LWyKawyu, Ta
CBOIO BTepsaB. TW 3HaAEW, McTucnaese, HaMipun KHA34 Nicna A0Orosopy 3
rpekamu. lNpasaa?

— Tak!

— BiH cam 3ranysaB Tebe i TBOI pagn He pa3 Ha binobepexxi, ae
AO0Besioca HaM 3UMyBaTMu.

— 4 ocTepiras Toai CBATOCNaBa nepen niactynom Lmnmicxia i ne-
pen rosoaoM, — AoAaB A/19 NOACHEeHHSA McTucnas.

— Ere x! Mygpuin v 6yB, Mctucnase. T oaAuH 3HaB, WO MU by-
AEeMO ronoayBatm M TOMYy YTIK CaM, OXeHUBCS, po3baraTiB, po3>XUBCS
Ha cnaBy, Ha wacTts; 6oraM i poanHi Ha NOTiXy, a MW... 0bnnlysanuncs.

— He knHyB 61 a9 6yB KHA34, Hi Bac 6e3 npwukasy, — BiAMOBIB
McTucnas.

— 4 X He nuTal Npo npukas, asie came Npo Te, YOMY TOoAi, KOn
TN XXEHUBCH, NNaTUIN MU KOYiBHMKAM MO FPUBHI 3@ KiHCbKY roJioBy?
OTtake-to 6yno rapasasa. lNpunacm pomeiB 31 MU WOCb 3@ COPOK
AHiB, 3 KopcyHs BMBE3IM We 3a3aaneriab rpekn kopabnsamu ycro no-
XWBY; Me4dyeHirm Hanagasau Ha Hac Maso He Wo APYrMn AeHb... OOHUM
CNoBOM, MU BCi 6ynun 6 ay>xe pago NOMiHANMCA Ha A0 3 6onrapCbku-
MU pabaMu, a HaBiTb 3 TUMKN, WO MNOrUHYIIN...

fonoa, xonoa, Heayrm Myyunum Hac, Buako, 6orm cranu nNpotu
Hac, HaBiTb HaMBecenilwi yTpaTuIn A0TENN | CUAINN Y CHIry, MOB YOpPTKU
B 60n0Ti. [lexTo paHKOM i BCTaBaTu He XOTiB. byBano, 36yanwica paH-
KOM, 3arosopwvLl A0 TOBapulla, a BiH NeXuUTb, MOB AOBOHA. 3aMep3 Ha
KiCTb, yCe Tiflo ax ryae nig yaapoMm, sk CMEpPEKoBUN TpaM.

Toai kKHA3b 3ibpaBcs BepTaTuUcs Ha Pycb. Ane 6a! Mn BepTanuce 3
Bonrapii, MOB rpe4yHukn abo sk Hebixuumk Irop 3 nonwaasa. Ycskoro
nobpa 6yno y Hac TiNbKKM, XO4 NaBosiokaMu raTtb ratu! Jlnwe noxusu
He 6yno, a caMe cboro Hambinbw 6yno notpeba. Ainwnm Mmm Ao Nopo-
riB, a TYT NPOTU HAC BUNAMAN YCi NeYeHirn, CKifibkKu ix vwe BMBenocs
y ctenax. AHi aymaTtm 6yno npo nepexia. Paane CBmnHenb KHA3€Bi No-
KUHYTW gobunuy, a caMuMm itn npoboeM. He nocnyxas KHA3b. BepTaTucs
6e3 nobudi, MOBNSAB, 3HAUYNTb MPU3HATUCHA MEPEMOXEHUM. 3 4Oro no-
Knagemo xepTBy [lepyHoBi, 3 4Ooro 3anaaTtMMo APYXWHi, 9K He b6yae
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nobuyi?

Mobunn MK Kinbka nevyeHiabknux opa, norpabyBanu ix oceni i 3HO-
BY BepHynucsa Ha binuin beper. 3 gecaTtb AHIB rogyBanncsa My yepena-
MU MNeYeHiriB, BKiHUi i CbOro He cTano. I 3HOBY Tenaunm XBicT cTaB bi-
NbWKWM NaHOM Big BoeBoaun. MNMpocTar HOrm BOEBOAA, TO 1 nec He bpex-
HYB 3@ HMM, a 3a XBOCTOM b6iranu yci, moB noconeni. MNan! ramn! o tToro
MOpPO3K 0bLmMnyBanaun y Koro Hory, y Koro pyky, y Koro syxa abo n Hic
— YycCi€i kpacu nosbaenanu. Hisska neveHisbka AiBka i He rnsgHyna 6 Ha
Takoro 6esHocoro nobigHukKa-rpuaHs... ly>xe Hesecenun 6yB 4ac...

Bci cnyxanu 3i 34ep)XyBaHUMM BigAMXOM onoBigaHHA Pocnasa.
JItOT i rpuAaHi rNaainy NoHYypo Ha OroHb B nedi, McTtucnas Tep 400 py-
KO Ta TopraB 4YynpuHy y 6e3cunbHin 3nocTi. Jinwe KanuHa 6yna cno-
KinHa. BoHa rnaauna pykor rosioBy 4osoBika Ta pas y pas nignueana
BMHa Pocnasosi. Cei nonue 3HOBY 3 KybKa i 3aKiH4YMB OMOBiAAHHSA TU-
XUM 3MYYEHUM FOJI0COM:

— AX OCb 3BapuinM MW yxe BCHO M'AKYy LWWKipy, YCi Bignagku Ta
XU NUweHb pmboto 3 OnMosIoHOK Ha [Hinpi. Konn 3BinbXunB MOpO3,
KHSA3b 3i6paB yCiX, XTO OCTaBCs, — MOXe, YeTBepTMHa, — 3BesliB 3aKO0-
naTtu UiHHiWy aobuyy no Morunax, pewTy NoavwuBe i NiWoB Ha NOpo-
rm. CtpawHa ce 6yna gopora. ¥ rmnbo4yeHHOMY CHiry 6penu Mm aeHsb i
Hi4, @ HaW Wnax 3Ha4YnMnm Tpynu nogen. Ha KoXXHOMy Hiufiry ocraesa-
nacb 3anora 3 TpyniB Ta ymupatouunx. CBAToC/aB He iB HiY0oro no Asa-
TPW AHi, 3 oyen rnagina rapayka. BiH TepniB CTinbKW, WO W gpyri, i Hi-
XTO He Mir nomy pobutun 3akugis, 60 BiH Hanbinbwe kKapTaB cebe cam.
Pa3 ocTtascsa 9 no3aay, 60 BiaMopo3nB Hory. A Tep ii cHirom, obropTas
lUMaTTSaIMK, axk BTIM nobaume CBaTocnasa. BiH cTosB caM-oauH noce-
pen nycrtoro tTabopy. [oBkona nexano ynMano Hebixx4uukis, MOB nNicns
6uten. KHA3b po3rnsgaBcs AOBKOMAA, a Harno exonume cebe oboma py-
KaMun 3a rosiosy Ta npuaasneHUM rosloCoM, MOB Kpi3b CNIbO3U, CKa3aB:
«Ci Tpynun, ca cMepTb — Ce TiHb, iKY Knaae tBoda cnasa! 'ope 106i!»

I pas y pa3 noBTOpSAB Ci C/10BA, aX AOKW S He BCTaB Ta He MNOBO-
NiKCA 3a noxoaoM, WO WwesaB Yy cHirax, y Bigaani. Toai niginwos Ao
MeHe CesTocnaB i Kaxe: «[lloroau, ToBapuwy, a nigseny tebe!» I He-
xan 6orn nogaayTb MOMYy HaMKpalle Micue Ha 3efieHin fieBadi CBOIW,
BiH [OBIB MeHe aXx A0 ryprty. Toi camol AHWUHM HAacKO4YuUIn MU Ha neye-
Hi3bKMN Tabip. Cenyac CiB KHA3b Ha KOHS i BeniB YCiM, XTO AYX4YUR,
iXaTn pa3oM 3 HUM. [loixano iX 3i copok MyxiB. Moixann paHkoM, wob
nobutuca no KaHesa.

Mu nopizanu i noBapuan Npoyi KOHi Ta Hacuny Noxumeunuca. Bia-
Tak Miwny noBoni npotopeHnm cnigom CeatocsiaBsa. AX OCb 3a40pHiNno
LLIOCb Neped HaMu, Haye cBiXka YopHa Moruna. NMpuxognmo 6nuxde... i
Harfo gywa ycs 3atpscnaca 3 nepensky. Ce 6yno nobovosuwe. I wo
3a nobomnoBuwe? [opocTonbCbKi 601 6ynun irpallkoto B NOPIBHAHHI A0
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TOro, wo TyT nobauymnu Hawi odi. 34aBanocd, WO TyT 3Marasamcsa 3
KHA3eM yCi CUnun NiTbMU.

KpoB, KpoB i KpoB — BClOAM, Bcoau. lNNocepeanHi Kynka Tpynis,
nowMaToBaHMX, MokaniyeHnx, Hade y pi3Huui. Kon OCiHHIO CTaHyTb
napybkun y 6o4ui CikTU KanycTy, a Ha NnocivyeHin BepCTBi ApUHWN CNiAHO
e yci nocnigHi yaapu, oTak BUrnsganu Tina KHSXXUX NPUBIYHUKIB,
BoHU Bananuca y rp4asioui, aKka 3amepssia y TBepAi, MOB KaMiHb, rpyAa-
Ku. NMocepeaunHi Banasca i Tpyn Cestocnasa 3 nopybaHuMMm A0 OCTaH-
Ky BiglaMKaMy WKUTa Ha 3/71aMaHOMYy 1iBOMY paMeHi i Big1laMKOM Meya
y npasin pyui. Big KpnBaBoi NoBo/MOKM He BMAKO 6yno 6e3nidi paH, 3
SAKMX BOHA BUMMBaNa, a rofioBu He 6yso 308BciM. Ii BiapizaHo HOXeM,
MabyTb, Ha Te, W06 3pobuTK 3 yepena YapKy AN XaHa, K ce 3BUKN
pobuTK neyeHirn 3 yepenamm nobmuTnx Boporie. [JoBKosia nexano rno-
TOKOM KifibKa COTeHb KOHeW, nosiapybaHi nanbui, pyKu, HOM... yABOE
CTiIbKN MYCWUJI0 3rMHYTU MOraHmx, CKifibKn Bansnocs KoHen, ta nobia-
HWKWN 3abpanu Tina ynaeBwux bpaTiB 3i coboto. [loBKOMa Ha YBEPTb MU-
Ni BUTONTAHO CHIr pa3 y pa3. BUaKo, TUCAYI HAKUHYNUCA Ha TUX KifibKa
NEeCATKIB, ane COTHi MOJIOXWUAW FoSI0BM, 3aKM NOCAIAHIN rpUaeHb 3 pPO3-
yepenJaeHo rosoBow nonir Ha Tpyni Ceatocnasa. CrpalHa ce Mycu-
na éytn ciya — 6in po3nykn ogHOro NpoTn ABaauaTbox, 6in no nocni-
AHbOro pyxy, A0 OCTaHHbLOrO BiAAMXY 3My4deHux rpyaen. CtpawHi 6y-
M N LA ynaBwmx repoiB. YcCi y 3Mopulkax, y SKi cTpoitbcs nunue 60-
pus Yy XBWUNi CKaXeHOCTI, YCi 3i 3uinieHnMn BuwKipeHnmMm 3ybamm 6ap-
ca. Hivoro ntoacbkoro He 6yno y HUx.

34aBanocs HaM To4i, WO KHA3b Ta MOro ApYyXXMHA HAapO4HO rnsaai-
NN CMepTi i CBIAOMO KMHYNNCS Y HepiBHUM 6in, wobun 3aBaaTn BOPOrosi
BTpaTW, CKOPOTUTK CcObi AOBri MyKM KOHAHHS 3 rosiogy, a HaMm npoTo-
putn pgopory... I cnpasai! Konn 6 neyveHirm 6ynn Hananu Ha Hac ToAi,
TO M HOra He Bunwna byna 3 nobonosuLLa.

Sk cTpina lNepyHa, Wo po3TpownTb Ay6, ornywye 30BCiM MaHApi-
BHUKa, Akun nig Aybom 3axoBaBCs Big BiTpy, TakK oAypinm MU yci.
OavH knukas 6oriB, ApyrMn npokanHaBe, TPeTin nyakas, MOB AUTUHA,
Kifibka HaBiTb Npobuno cebe Meyamun, iHWNX HACWIIBHO 34epXKanu MU
BiA camorybcrsa.

Ax ctapuin CBuHenb BUWLWIOB 3 rypTy, cTtas 6ina Tina Ceatocna-
Ba i CKa3as:

— [OBOpPATb A0 BacC yCTa, AKi yXe He BiAUYMHATBLCA HIKOMIM Hi 40
CNloBa, Hi A0 YCMiXy, BOXAA OPYXWHWU YCi€l Pycbkol 3emni. Biaxoaauwm
paHKOM, rnepekasaB MHO A0 Bac ocb wo. CnyxaunTte!

Mu yciMm AyXOoM JioBua C/ioBa BOEBOAMU, a BiH nepenaB HaM 3ano-
BIT KHA34.

— Bu BCi, WO OCTaETecb, — roBopme, — i4iTb MOIMKU cnigamun. Ak-
O S 3rKMHYy, TO He 6yae BXe y Bopora Cuiau 3acTynutu Bam gopory. A
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aKwo yb6’toTb MeHe 3paaoto, NMOMCTITbCA 3a MeHe abo NormbHiTb 3a
cnaBy PycbKoi 3eMni. XTO nepexuBe Clo XBUMHY, TOM Hexawm xae Ho-
BOr0 COHUSA Hawol BiTYM3HU, @ MUMEHHA WMoMy — Bonogmmup, KHA3b
Hoeropoaa! BiH oguH nigHece MOI 3HaMeHa, 3HaMeHa C/flaBu i Benuui,
NnoMy noBuHymntecs, 60 nuwe BiH No3bupae AOKYyMNK yce Te, Lo Mo MOiNn
CMepTi Nopo3TAralTb Heapyru. Ane nam’stanTte oaHo: Aobpe i noxea-
NbHO € TMHYTW ANA cfaBu 3 iMeHeM [lepyHa Ha ycTax, ane Kpaue €
XUTU ANA pigHOTl 3eMAi, XXUTU 3 HapoAOM, TpyAUTUCA | nNpautoBaTun. 4,
O 3rMHYB A9 CaMOl BOEHHOI CflaBW, He 3HaB CbOro i Ai3HAaBCA Npo ce
ax Tenep y nTe BpeM’ss ronoay i HectaTky. LLykawoum dyxoi 3emni, s
CBOKO YyTpaTuB, rope MeHi, rope W BaM, §Ki crigyBann 3a MOEK 3Bi3-
aoto, 60 6orn ceitni, 6orn nobpi cnuTatdTb MEHE N BaC Ha 3efeHin ne-
Baai Aaxb6ora: «LLlo BUMHKMB TN ANnga cBOIX AiTen, 60sap, KMeTIB, i3rois,
pabiB, orHuwaH, Kynuie?» ToMy, BEpHYBLUMNCb, NPOCiTb Yy 6o0riB npo-
LeHHs ans cebe W ana MeHe, a BOHU Oo6pi, nackasi, He BiAMOBNATb
HaMm cboro. CraBa pyCcbKoOro KHA34, a 4obpo Pycbkoi 3eMni — ce He
OA4HO.

Toai oTAMUAUCSA BCi Y HaAWIOMY Xani, B3S/M TiNO KHA35, No3abu-
panu nobuti KoHi n niwnun y KaHie. HixTo He 3aepxyBaB Hac, 60 neve-
HirM BUTpaTUAM B NOCNiIAHbOMY 600 Mano He MoJsIOBUHY CBOIX HamKpa-
LMX KOMOHHUKIB. 3 KaHeBa noixaB i 9 cioau, He BCcTynatouun o Kmnesa.

Mo popo3i uyB A yxe, wo Oner i Apononk novanun Mixycobuui Ta
LLLO APYXXUHMN 1X yXe 6'10TbCs Ha AepeBASHCbKOMY MOrpaHMyudi...

Pocnas 3aMOBK, rosioBa MOro onasna Ha BOBHSHI NiXHWKU. OCTaH-
HIO YaCTMHY CBOro OMOBiAAHHSA KiHUMB yXXe 6e3 foTeniB Ta NOPIiBHSHDb,
TUXUM 3/1aMaHUM FOSI0COM. 3BifibHA nNpmbniano nuue 6igHOro CMixyHa,
rapsiyka, BMAKO, nokugana Moro, a 3 rapsiykow i cuia, Moro 4YaeHu
NPOCTANHYINCSA i, 3aKM We XTOCb. 3 MPUCYTHIX Mir no3bupaTtu raaku Ta
BignosicTn, BNnaB Pocnas y TAXKUK NOAIGHMIM A0 OMAiIHHS COH.

— lope! — o3BaBcsa nepwuint JItot. — CTpallHy cnaawuHy ocTa-
BMB HaM CedaTocnas. be3ypaauusa goma, ABa MONOAI KHA3I 3 NMXUMU
AOpaAHMKaMU BUCCYTb YCKO CUy 3eM/i Ta HapoAy, Ha riayM MnoraHuM,
6onrapam, B'aTu4am, naxam...

[MoHYpO rnaminuv y orodb rpyaHi Ceatocnasa. s HUX, NEBHO, He
6yno Micusa y gpy>XmHax MosoaAnX KHsA3iB. XTO 3HAE, YN He nponage w
iX popobok y Knesi, Ae KHSA3b NnepexoByBaB nai A40bu4i CBOIX APY>XUH-
HUKIB, A06yTi y BinHax. Banuecsa cBiT, 36yaoBaHun meyeM, a 3 HUM nNa-
Aanu n yci noro 6yaisHMuI...

McTtucnas cuaiB aosro 6e3 pyxy, 3aKpuBLlUM nue pykamu. Harno
BCTaB.

— bpaTtTa! — ckazaB. — He napante y 3HeBipy! BoHa Boporam
nobpa — ce cectpa Mopoka, YopHobora, uea. lNpasaa, NUWNB KHA3b
HaM 6e3ypsaauur y Kpato, ane octaBuB i 3anoBiT. KNHbMO KpuBaBum
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Mey, 4obyabMO NAyr i XWBIMO AN HALWOI 3eMAi, K XUIU AN KHA3S.
BiH cam ni3HaB, WwWo He 4obpo TBOPUAM MOro NOXOAM, WO BOEHHA CnaBa
KMAAE TiHb... XXNBIM XUTTAM Hapoay, npaueto, 4opobkoM, a 36poeto Bi-
ApaxKynuMo nuiwe Boporie, bo SAKWO NMOHeceMo y 4YyXy 3eMJII0 OroHb i
MeY, BTPaTUMO CBOIO 3eMJII0, LYKaKUM YyXOl...

X X X

Po3’ixanunca 6ospn no cCBOIX cenuuiax, no ropogax Ta XyTopax,
APYXUHHUKK CBATOCNaBa, ki 6ynu y 3anicci, noixann y Knis gonomun-
HaTUCA Npo CBOI nai. Ha AMBHe AMBO Bigfanu iM 1X, ane HiXTo He 34ep-
XXyBaB IX Npu KHa3eBi. CBMHenba i Manywa noixann 6ynm y Hosropoga,
TOMY W rpuaHi, nopaguBwncb 3 cobol, HaA NiTO BEPHYNUCS Yy 3aniccs.
TyT Monoauin rocnoaap McTucnas nepesBoAvB HOBI KopyyHku', a Ha
HOBMHAX OCa)KyBaB YTiKauiB 3i cxoAy, AKi cnacanucda ytedero Big ne-
YEHIriB Ta Bif KHSXXWUX APYXWH, WO rpabysann cena NpoTUBHUKIB. Y
npaui nomarana nomy KanuHa no cmepTi Poraas, skum nomep y 4yeps-
Hi, cCaMe AKOCb B piK Mmicia noxopoHy Boecnasa. HebaraTto »antwo nu-
lWKMB no cobi cTapuin CKYNUHASA.

Bce-Takn noxopoH BigbyBCcs NO 3akOHY. 3aniceubKi nwoan i por-
AaiBUi NpUALWINM YCi Ha TPU3HY He 3a4/1a noMepnoro, asne 3aansa nbo-
Bi 40 MoOro HacnigHukie Mctucnaea i KanuHu. MNMpu HKMx ocie i JItoT 3i
CBOIMKW TOBapuwamu, i Pocnas, skun CBOIMM AOTeNaMun ycCix BeCenus, i
CTanu yci 3aMMaTmnCs npauero, XTo TopriBnet, XTo xNnibopobcTBOM, iH-
Wi oBamMu TOLWO. Po3uBiTano XX1UTTta A0OBKOMAA, Y rpoMaaax.

BoHn po3xuBanucs, 6aratinv, MHOXWANCS, POCSM, XO4ya Ha no-
rpaHnydi B OBpyubKOMY OKpYy3i Benacs 6opoTbba MiXX KHA3sMU. Hapop
3BUK He orngatucsa Ha HUX | XUB CBOIM XUTTHAM, XAYy4YM HaA HOBe, 3a-
nosigaHe CBATOCNaBOM CcoHuUe Pycbkoi 3emni — Bonogumupa.

!MepeBoanB HOBI KOPYUYYHKMW — OCBOIOBAB HOBi 3eMi.
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